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l. As iuthorized by Exeeutive Order No. 9396 (sec. 1, Bull, 22, WD,
1943) and USATISPA Radio NR H4100, 23 dJune 1944, the following unit is
éited by the Commanding General, Thirteenth Air Force, under the provi-
sions of Section IV, Ciroular No. 333, War Department, 1943, in the name
of the President of the United States, as public evidence of e deserved
honor end distinction. The citation reads. as fellows:

Ry
Tho 307th Bombardment Group (H) is cited for outstanding perferme

thc - of duty in action against the enemy on 29 March 1944 when it oonducted
-the highly successful bombing of Truk, one of tho most strongly fortified
'nd heavily dofondud enemy bases in the South Pacific, and the key ta the
Japenese inner defonse circle. This mission was in support of eand coepdi-~
nated with a Nuvil task force operating in that preximity, and had as {ts
immediate” ebjective tho ncutralization of Truk during our Naval action
, 8gainst the enomy. It involved difficulties and hazaords greater than in

any other single missien previously undcrtaken by units of the Thirteenth
Alr Force. To accomplish tho assigned task, it was necessary that a
flight of approximitoly seventeen hundred milus bo made entirely over
water, without eny fighter support, and roquiring thirtcon hours end
thirty minutes for its complotion. Lnroute to tho target two sovere
wenthor fronts wore successfully ponetratod. From a navigational stand-
point the flight represented a peak in achiovement. Two squadrons with
twenty (20) airplancs dolivored a dovastating attaok against Eten airs
fiold, tho 'wy airdromo in tho Truk Islands, dustroyinf forty-nine (49)
encmy airplanvs on the ground and destroying or severe y damaging twenty-
one (21) hangers, shop buildings and warehouses, and scoring thirty-seven
(37) diroct hits on the conerete runway, making it unserviceable, Im- °

mediately follewing this strile the formation was attaoked by an esti-
nemy fighters end for forty~three (43) minutes

matod seventy-five (75)
ats ever experienced in the

there ensued onv of the bitterest aorial com,
South Paoific aroca, durifg which thirty-ono ?3?) énemy fighters were shot
down, twelve (12) probably destroyed, and teny (10) damagod., The bril-
liantly syocessful attac*‘hy the §a7th Bombardment Group (H) demonstrated
the vulnerability of Truk to our ldnd bdsed bombers. The success of this
mission, whish struck such a devueinting blow to the encmy, exemplifies

the highest~typo of leadorship, tohm work, and flying skill, and is 4in
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keeping with the highest traditions of the military service of the United
“tates. "
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