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This nsrrative has been prepared by the Eistorical Division,
AC/AS, Intelligence as a contribution to the history of the hrmy
Alr Forces in the ourrent wers like other studies in the series,

it is subject to revision as additional informetion hecames
availeble.

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

GO!\IF\DL}ML‘-\% ot e

% T
.

burs - ]

CONTEXYTS

INTRODUCTION o v 4 4 4 ¢ o « 2 o s &« = s o « »

I THSE BATTLE FOR HENDERESON FIELD , . & v v 0 o « o o o o »

IT CES ORIGINS OF THE THIRIEZTH ATR FOR0B , , . . .. .
III PROBLEIS OF INTZSLLIGENCE, SZEYICH, AWD AIR TRAULSPORE , , , 91
1V SUPPLY AND MAIRPEHAMCE | & 4 i v 4 v e e o v o o » » e e 122

TEE GROUND AND AIR OBFEUSIVE , , o o 4 o o o »

-

L I L I I 148
VIGOIIGLHSIOH' L N I L e e R e I R R TR T Y S S S, 178

GLOSSJ‘L?‘-Y - & ® ® ® & A& & = & & 3 S B & * &+ B 2 s v » & = 19 2

IIWES - - - - - - - - - - - - L] L] » * L] - . L] * * L] » » L ] 193
BIBLIQGFAPHICAL STA‘IH‘IE& 4 # B & B + F * F & & 5 s » & = 34'5

A?PE:DIGESQbtltt..'.!....ll‘b...o. 2‘46

IN—-DEXoooo’baoco-o--toocao

® CONFIDETIEL

R

W’f’w"‘l‘ﬂ'\"‘w S iy
H ¥ j

TN P e i e sppdm e "“"\“éi‘ﬂ“

S e : W
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

=]

Tae instructions to CULEIFAC comisined one wharmse vhich olrrzad

tac WD, Uot only ves omerationcl control ceslimed to the vy dut
‘ all trednin. snd irdoetrinction oo well., .Arp- cocwanders Ce.urrsd

&t the progyect of entructine ressonaibdility for tha srrinin s aaud

incoctrin.tion or fheir cir unit~ to CL-JEILAL, wnd they onroced

..

t00 {3 mog 1it tant (0 unibe voulld be fed viecemesl into the

. Larger aoral olr eobablichr.cntd, dherefore .0 recounendstions rers
to tho oidect b novel Jurisdietion should %z eonfined to oporo-—

-

tlonnl combrol. After extenslve Cebote In Lslin bton thie solubion
crentunlly vne oecenbed.

g, Cens Lillerd 5, Hreruon, the cesior ame comender in the
fouth Faeific, crrived vt Toumen on 0% July 18472, ozly 1 tee’: vwrior
to the onrning of the Tundrlevmsl oflensive, 1o eve as the resuit
ou n reali-ation both By the ~r Iooortient and the Irvre-avrticu-
Larly Wy sdmdrel §imifr--thot tic wmrescnee of ¢, enersl officer
renreseatin- the LArm, 1 nrpently needed in thce Soubh 01110.?

-

accordin-l; on 7 July dhe LLled of J%ndy Lo d inforued Ceomeral 11 won
ol tre 1~tter's desi,m-blon ns Cormvumding Crmerel (WOl 5U243),
TUnited 3tober Arsy Zorces in the Youth Fueiflc .eon (Uillw), 8
1% voe rnde elerr to Sonerel Uoroon $het his moidlon +ounld e

. -
~weordinste o thrt of Vhi.euldd, The irry cowarnder ne chrreed
vith resmonsibility for trcining and sdrlnistrtion ol 211 U. 5.
wliy sroand ond 2ir nersonme) ulthin the aren, exclusive of Grnton

Tedrrd, wnd he vee incdbracted 3o oecict COUZUELY in the nreoration

ond execubtion of wlens for the emloiruient of arcr: forces in the

{,' I';“ ll'l o Lf i \ L’”\;L
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Tae 2otile for {usdrle-mal roorecents the firet cuecersc{ul

abternt on the sers of J2lied fovess in the ireific to momnt o

ey

.-l

~bzined offeasive ¢« cinet the doynosa, 7 )0m -k 1880, Bhe (rte

et

of he initinl rerrnld wmon the wmea-ls -ositione on L Grle-mcl
and ot Fule i, wne ot tho firet choice of the Joind Sidele of 3tnff
in sidnsbon.  Snther it tme the re~ult of the re-id Jinane ex
atvozee €9 m fhrsa i the loasns,  wrly in.r,- the caemr hrd o~

8.0Llirkird Dinceld n% Zulad on lorids Telngds D € Julr 1049

JoarRese wroone cnd Inborors ore resorted nelora os turdnlennnl

recdy to bo din consbraciion of on - irficld om fhe Tun o sleiu, I
toe Jrmenese otonld Ue e dbbed to bons oy bouders on RW drlornel,

the Lo Uebrides, onlys 49 Mlee dietent, vould 1ic *sthin reasonnhle
e and the catlire South Toeifie life line o Justralis vouwld e
nlaeed In Jeow~rdyr,  Uhe nemb enerr rivonce eoudly wpd il 1% ell be
to Vet Jrlcldonle, n liey wolab i ke rouke to juctrrlin.  Snd
fae, et Orledonic's Cefemnes eonricivd of no nore them rryrori-
motely o éiviclon o (woumd treass, ons it~y rourdron {the 57%ay,
cad one medius Doorrdhsent couadron (tho 68th). Cn surcolerxsnl thc
Joo e 5 0w chieezed or it Tould be too lote.

T,

darow font the souring rzd swuer of 1942 exbonrive debnie hod
~riven in Juchingbon over the cbrensth cxd treotlce best dnised to
holc the chzin of iglrmds lecdin: nersse the ~oubh .~ eific to

Zenorsl loearthar!~ dorecs in Jnstrolis, ~aricully the fevnbe vns

CONFIDERTIAL e
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: i ki
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C{_ FiDEH LA
¢ conbimuztion of thr clecwa.c in opinion Letveen the .z cnd ihe
Jewy e exmprossed In the Joint Lonrd re ort of Seoaberter 1541, %
thot dice the Imar bhod boien o rbond o pinzt orencrodion for o lead
resnalt © sdast Coroony, nointoining fant the Preifie vra the vre-
Terred theonter of omerntions. &hs Army, on the other hond, 1as
erexre of the morcllile nrcessity of chirllen -in the Cer: n rrmies

1
on the continent of mrowe.” This brelie cliferco-ce in chrrtos e

thir'tin - sozlouvrls niloctod the ewbepovont offorte of the t'r0 ror-
vices in the South Poeific, lore dircctl” it influorced $hs cetions
of the .07 vhich rd selected on 1be wlarry £~ Eae deosbmintion af
Gerom industry.  Cearcl Lrnold rorecd fally on e neeaencity of
Loldine fhe el nd cordin, ot ho rne suwily szacisls ol o herwy
dernbs tldch voudd e throtm ween the A7 b fho r.oLal - Covels win
SLOWeLl v, g otr in vhdeh the Souta ynelflc revroccnted oal: cne
sandl osoomenb.  Jue doroads of othor rrecs trore toos e . b0 comidt

¥, ”

cine erfavlicunent of wovorfu aly ~rricone £l rero~+ the CToeifie,
Lowr oao'ter on desirel suel o wove; wenercl .rnold reslsted 1,
Lurberd, o rbressed thet the 4 .1t 20t scerifice its -.opility-,
thet 4% eondd »laee micdl eoidirunls o0 fiaters clomy: the line bt

1t heryy voubeoms vverc toeo fevv to momiib sweh digsversion, WLOY ST
2o held or wobile stridu- forees ob ooch end of the linc, readr ¥a
ralft fron igloxd to iclexmd do wett oro cmens thre 4.

In cecordimeo “rith thic ~l-n %he 116L Zotherdcat Crowm (X

e Gemdomebed ~m the Joblle Torce, Gentrcl Freific, onm 1O Julr .ﬂ

»

Athin b Gopre £33 Tour of ife soworonce desrriod Tor .o wledonis

l"ﬂl H 1AL

-4 f

o
- e
- It
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undor the co.crnd of Col, I, . Zounders. “len these unite arrived

-

0% Pliineg dor Coires on llew Iolcdonic thel” ontered o faw, theater.
. ~ffective 8 1z 1817 the cntire Pueific Jcern oros hnd besn desi, -

rated as & strotesie cren wunder tho eonirol of the Som.onder in fhi~f,

s

T, 8. Pucific Jleot, 10 une AL Ohester *., Timlts. Under CILJEAG,

4
74

afirc) JHadteo vees ‘moim, riood arnsthinr nrTil ofvicer in eorriomd

of the Touth Frelfie. =Shis woe SCLERL0 (Connder, Soutl Taeifie
1

Lren), o tte Viee Adm, Tobvert L. Chormiley.

The nrimsry foglie ae~irmed $o COZCRLD vere $5 (1) hold tho

i1rlané morldione necersar; for thc scouxidy of the line of coxrupic--

tlone DLotuecen the Unitcd Sintes wnl the Southvert Preifle aren, (7)

-

rwyrord opercbions of forces lu the Soutlrrest znd Cemtrol Preifie,

N

d () prevcre to lemmeh r uajor wiskibdious offonpive co dnat sosi-

a

bions Leld by Joman., In ordor to dlschnys oo those Ldzsione, sdoiral

"‘\

Chorzley vis plven oozand of oll uese nmd local defenss Torces thexm
el micd or to Be reri mod $o tho fouth rreifie, e-elusive of the
lend defense~ for Jow Zoolomd,  Under ldm vos o5ill coothor novel
ofiieer, vke o Cocrnder siver-ft, South Freifie (00..I020F.3),
controlled il ooernllons of 211 cirer Lt in %o nrey ropriless of
service or motionelity., Thus the tne': of inidi #in- cir omeroilions
in the Jouth Frellfie Tell fo Zorr AG ., John B. ..2dnin, 175 had
resumed i comannd no OOLARZIELT on 70 I 1349.7  Youcver, direc—

tion of tke -ir ofrorid in the -~roster part of ths fundslesasl cruroiim

et %0 90 the romonclallity of Tonr G, Avbros Y, Tileh, 100 re-
. wloecd lledrin on 130 Eovbouler 19452,

COUFIDENTIA

E3 - ' :

,.. Al SR SR e o A,
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Soudl Preific, Peries .00y i mificrnt of all e i~ wrraln.
Trou Lemercl .ol thed Dor tha wrerscab o-erctions in the Joeific
rore to be reetricted to boosc nocessoyy to sumnort the strabe dic
derensive, nd remuire.cats Tor bhe cren were £9 o held ob o
~inlzmaz consirtont with thut role, ihus it 1n.r iiwrobovle thast tle
oir anlds wnder Gen rel Unriin't CoMewini could npl.y other thom o
raborain. %o role in whin Couth Pneifie. l'ron the oubset the thentber
keld ¢ lov nriority in the plobol hicrarehy of imortsice.

—oree 9405, ng Eoxwon's TN wmit - deri nrted, bnd beex
organized on U0 Jume 1042 at lord Crd, Golif, 1ot Tl Julr, Harcon
s cble to leowe Eroilton Tield +ith the cirvenec cghelon of Lis

commond, rewortin - to COUJFLL jfuch B Crre irder rxnf crteolichin

s
.:!

rovisionel eomurnd wort ~t fuva. awt dop (07 Juir) Guorale; -
inzToried cll Coubth Fucific base comrmders of {he roo-on~idilit tien
ox Bo%ls Comerrd Irroon rnd “rirsl cedein,  O0_IX2u#-U rould eontrsl

treinin, cnd Indoctrinidion of nowd circsclb only; over ..om- odr-

L]
o

credt ho rowdl confine hin cutiorii; to osom.cionnl control. Lon
the eonmond port oxidted $o lowacs onm 29 July, thie eolonirl eroidel
or Trenel Jev Cnlewonis henccroril beccme the eenier on Letivity Tom
Lislddie  wov there uns sons wmrosacet for . betbor basis of or ~nins-
tion :.& . cintrarmee of the Jr.; Torces om tho nuuerens isl-nd vases
recttorad wvout in the Soutl Yreifie.  And simee nt lenrt eccvon
officers of the ordiinal _roun of nine in Mnr.on's advunce echolon
. vere oir forve ofrTicers, there vac woreon to veliove thrt the inter—

scbr of the AT wodd Bo wnderriosd vl Jefexfed s well o 1o

. CONFIDENTIAL
"mj

'y -
£y ok s
Fﬁ'i« T ""T"’f“"fﬂ.«.““
¥
ﬁidﬁ‘fm

e, e
Yo e, o
By i o,
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cormad girvebure vould Horsdt, Lelr. Cenm, Smhhrn . Lvdminm, o0
o Cerbined to Lo 4 tho Lhirteeath Jir Torca, erte out e Haroonte
. ehlel of otnff. T4, Ool. Toom 8. Tirothor rne the fi-hter officer
of UALIiZdy ~% . d-~ter d~te he *ma to oorm-ud the Ti-Lters of the
Zairtesnth Alr Toreo, tlille Sol, Tramt lwercst, ™ roenle Mominrdiont

-

officer, loiar usved over to hend the ALII lomber Jozrnd, “he

sl officer of USTICSAL vos 30l, Touvert O Srocse, nleo of tho

Air Corng, oo tere Iol, Clen G, Jrodison ond i'~t. Trupence 0. Ther-nr,

“hose i nammbe tore resacedivel: 03 sand 0o 67 Herionle Touth

Cenernl U rion ouic'zly roalined the noesor~ids for tho ectoblish-

st of speelid eonbot rouss on tre larger irlonds to wmrovide eontrol

¥,

over (roumd trosws nrd cir units ctisched to coc lelomd, e ro-

Ivotion in Oztover of the I Ialond Somcund

(33

eaects rogulted In the o
(Uo7 Culodoni:) oné the I Islond Gouwamd (T131), el of vhich had
its Irlend Jdr Sonand with rn nir officer exereising local eontrol
over oLl ke oir ueisc dn the conrnd. Thase vere vlreed wnder the
direct combrol of CUIZLIULAD, rmd wion orpmdzetion of ihe tHir—

teenth Sir Derec, the irloel fir com vnds retwined vireclily resson-

)

#inle o Cencprd U-rpron,

hen $ho D=17'e of the 1lth drow Lrnfed on wilrines ces 0nlr oo,
rev Orlzdonin, in L-te Jul;, ireilities Tor the cuv-ort of suciqined
Bo-bing onerrtlons ¢ ~inet the v aese in the Colo-one nre~ vere

-

elin indecd, lovowxnt orders hrd rob becn reeccivel o 'ig=w. "leld

in tine to nerf cdeciwbo prowad wersomnel in rdvense of the froxy s

(IR

oy I
CQ\\‘\}-\U‘Q 3 —

.
TR e P e, e uars e
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¢ir echizlon, ith the recalty thet .nlntomenes erove wore 4111 go: o-
10

vhore i o, Teverthelecs, the 1lth Jrown cntered ilancdictelr
into o 4nily oner tlomnl v tiern vhich reculred the eombit crove i
norforiy thelr o'm . intorsnes wors, ¢ tho foreos ~rihered Tor the
toramit veon Cundolermnl, the 2-17'~ toolr their riobion on Fote
Snéoon the worye srimitive striv hoczod out of the Jun-le rnd coconutb
troees wy on Zgalritn Cinto durdn: the 1nct 7 veslts of Juiy.

Deing for the lradinge om fmod le.amsl rnd vle~i hed beon sed
By OC.OCRAS for 1 Jw mst, thou h sadusccuently it 1. necescrr; to
celry this dobe ons weelr t0 7 S ust. whe role of the «-17's in the
igwsdon vee fixed by JGalral I'204%w, *fen he aacimed to Solonel
Tonmdors the taelr ol etridas ot Cund-lern~l snd Sulori over G-l
periof iedlotcl) preceding the initinl asrauld b the Ziret lorine
<ivislon. Zor & ved: the I-17's gtrue daily ot the enem;-'e instnlle-

tions on the Luam Flaing then, vith the nrines achores on Curdelernsl,

-

the Bboubore uore arcl;med the toc's of scerchin: the oren over the

Lover rnd Jentral Solorons, Shelr trse oo Jemizitu, wiuich wee 240

wiles dictnnt Crom Tenderssn Dicld smd there OULMITJCRLOYe f1c seid

Sarbice loy in fhe Trcond Chrnmel,  Cnly ramvel: could dher lend in

L

-

to nedy von clivoneed wir cirin, for 1t e ualer Drocucat and he v

rbbae b oczes; nlr orad surf. ce ernit.
<8 B emced L orine @ dnecrn pmd the 087 fo koo
vared Lhe Iun s ~trin, uneificiillr ncuod Ucanderron ie2d, for

Tigater »lonen rad dlve bombers, Ictc on the oT%.rroon of 0 L1 et

The firss tuo lorine coucdrons crxrived. (ne wre T2-270 (Loj. John o,

[
B IR
. A iz g

.
»

- ol
T4y 'Ajl).;, i bl
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Snith) vita 19 DMI-dtr, e othor wme TaS--203 (S, Co1, 2t ’M.ru. o,

Lentin), Tiyin: 12 TUD-BYa. Do Grpe loder tlic Toree v iperessod
. by the rrrivel of {ive Z-07'e 1hich nrd Jtowm w from ot % leodonin

taroush fnte oxd “leedritu,  Led by O %, Telo I LIrruon, biece

nlomer, wlus the niee additlionsd Po'Nate +fiich envp in on ™7 S asd,

rerrostabid the ndwnee echelon of the OPtL L1 lvier Yrurdron, ttiieh

11

nov beerrs the firet (o7 wmdt to overcte from Merdercon —ield. Ire-

Ci~tcl; there ziverc £t rnd their ~ubrcournt relnforee.onte 1rere nlseed

wnrder the on roiioral combrol of the [ orime Mlrersll Crows 90 -0

Jolned the ryinds in e defrmes of S dr le-a)d

o

Cearral Y oo Tneoct ¢ omumsr of eriticnl 7nrovlens in the South

I

Leirie.  Cor ihwe lrmr, werblevlerl; ror the AT, the Could srcivie
remrercnbod rnocron thooe elriz wmon the . wailcdle oo radmnent me auh-

ordin te to thtt of the wonem thorter. Sae s on thie obher
hrod, re sain e 1% oojor efvors hore, exmloyin: ite Dert eculmiert
fnC ablest norgonnel., Trac Lo r.onm v+ woreel 1o o thit he eauld vl i
tie ecgoinzent he Bod om herd, sonnorted DY o thinmer flov of uip re-
inforcerent tixn thot recelved by the mowrl -ir commendera, nd in
the Tirhter entegory, the I-<00 vas noe .~teh for the Jersy or tie
enei”s boators, e nline vrmg rn exnort version of the aorly J=59,

oviine 11y dor~bined for the Iritirh, It locied mromer smereinrsing:
eoainent, rad ite oxpien sobon vog of $hie Ligh-orescure tre,
“nee no suwrsly of hlchi-orescure omcen tobiles tme smeilnhle on
Candnleonsd, rormwdleses of otlir chworteoninee of tle nlrne, niloke

.. A

. ora Lorced to re-rin r lor lewrle ~Tiere tho use of oXLen vas nod
= -“-ap .
PRICTRD. COME)

1_~E n{: D ?ET !I?!L
BECUR. o ure.\f,\TLON S

’
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mnéodory.  Af ooconserwenes the Bl7L ceorin honore on (Rudlnlenrel
ent bo the lorines in their Sromcan ildents (500), for the
Jdooeners tonbore noroelly ritactod rt ocliidtufens vell obsve 70,030
feot. Sinee fthe @ -407 ' vidh their rvelloble couloacnd vere us Wle
to coldoye nn cliitvde tueh hi fier dhaon 10,000-17,070 Ject, ther

-y

2ol ot join the lnrines in tue intereestion.”
Torrr enxrly in the el n Tenornd Vrndemrldt, Sominder of the

cired .orine Tiviclon, prescnirned tle in~derune of the 000, ST%er
the »lone's Lircd inidind closi vidh the Joo on 31 suoush, the
Lorine oner 1 rees;mdced $hod e A=l rng beln - eclled wmon o

norfora o becls Weyord ite rollity. Ca 4 fenbonbor he inforned

o

venerol Zarone in Hranli {ont e=IC00n o111 rot Te enclorod fortlcr

comeett in ontraoos osors thor ore mtirel; smodtnblie Zor

&3
I
]
Q
lj
2]
]

Soetus® onom dions. Ll Tradeoriftlc st te.cab of the enro s not

catirely coeurete.  ‘uere 'mip o oo for theec slimpes. IY theyr coald

-

not joiln the .o riner in hi b-cliitude Interceptlon ol Jrw nese

"

wommera, lot the atay dorm vithin their effeetive cliitude cxd

—

cooncrate with the rowmd forvees. wie v=o wmefal sor: cxd thoa

L |

b aishb Ve lese ~egbconlor thrn tle Brllli-nt -orfomiones of ke

1

'rrine firhtor vilota, noverdheless 1% woq o mdantontisl contriow-
Hion o She dodomeo of tlo lelimd, ™
Chue from 7

Tosbe oy onrerd, the $78h reont Lie 220700 ond

o' Bl Beoelor rnd Jun loe of Twdnlerx 1, weoinn, stroiing, rrd

* QACTUS vep $ho eofe decl o bion for Cuniclenw
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norccein, the Jowncse ground wnibs.  Coon lhe LI wilois -ere
Ciro-borbin, crexy Lrmenords, Baopror, wosbtrorores in foet ther fid
. overytain - wat ox woje the Joo bombers o Ligd ~ltitude., Ui- fune-
tien ro zdnel cloont emcluclively | ~xine unbll never rodels of 5-50te,
ol fin~liy P=U03'e, orrived 50 renl .ce the F-ol0'~, Ionsits ite
rhorteoain g i FP—"00 hoe redocni.é it<clf in ~orb.  Conepel
Toneoritt conrds tentl: ured the nlrro o
oloced Lir Liriree cxe westlenl-rly o ninet ~v 1 esinte, o
eonnidored the #-I70 ca levwrlarhle sor-on cnd ~~ial Jor ..orve, oml
Comt, Lobb Cordner, CUIAILIZZL0 . cliios of etifl, rexrrded 1t ng
srenondourl; effcebive? in its ntrruins "ori:.l'!:' Ceverthelons
Ceacrnl Lrroon owrerved tho werfor.cnce of o i hders rnl ~vo
chrerined thot ther "wre Joreed %0 ~1lr; r ~ularéin-te role. Tre-
cueatl; e ~ont in $o T Healovsriers vr-ent rocuost for hetier
wlomen,  Ile trmbes TL000e cxd Pa070, rametldn Ve i eowld oor So

ove 20,070 Yent; athoriics the rorle, elen, ~28 oifectlvenes~ of
- P T . ) - Y C ] 16
the LY Lirhtor wnlis in $ic South Sredfie vould he lovercd,

4

~arousnoub the furdrlesm~l ca.ol x one of Cerewd Foroontr

rojor boslse sag o cecure o resudey Tlo of redloce.wot cirerotht oz

[ T 2

crovn bo Bl Bondlh Loeldie.  Lith noesrdly orel recuesd hie v rosinded
of hie thoterts Lo ram’s in oaviorid;, th-t rny consivercile inerc-s

in gtren b ugt wivdt DA{ilix-nt or rior eoriit-ents to otuor

17 -\ - .
N he I of coursc vas not concorncd in t1 .ouote over

— ~e -,

the rol-five arlopitr of the ... in thin Touth Zreilic., -~ rir r0

~uringe Jorecr l-& anfe tho lorine hold won Cw drlew ) ineriorin i

il S

EITE . .- ! '

[
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THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958

W




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

-

- rx\( Sl Mi,,,.kw
cOMRDEER T

LR g ! ] ll

preesrious, rnd 1t view ooosrent to the Joimt Culefe of Strif after
el dlseursion 0t o rensonrble flor of rivercst 4o 4he Soukh
Zrelfic muat Ve mivioined if tie Lolisd vers to be retoined.
Joaocnese desbroyers wnd croirers repulorly fed in trooms undor
COveXY 0¥ &.rithesr, rielled Fendercon Tield, then retrinted torapd
cwlr before ther covld e cru b br the five and tor-edo boubers on
Curéolermnl. Ty enrly Cetober 1% v evident bt thae Jone seore
casain: grert strensdh Tfor am oite micd recovery of fheir lost oip
inserll-iionn on the irlend, Ladd the nrercuwre of the camem- abtoc:e
in Cetouer, tie Jolnt Saledr of 4.7 re-.ched rrreeirnt on o rehodule
of reinforce .caie Tor tho South rnelifle. fhis ~chefwlo arsvifed for
Tomorrd IZroom s pdndoons of 70 koot bambers, 79 medlw borhers, rnd
13
100 fi-hters, crzelusive of the ©1 Lter sovndron rb o-uboa, of
that mraned o the Jew Torlonders of Tiji (lrser ot Qon~frbu),
cnd of tho forces ot Polrmre, Shriectans, Jommejon, ¢nd Tomning
Lodenle, 2L there clreredt ~nd crevs -ore o be ~b the co.~lote
LLeearel of thn rrep conwmdor (S0L305005), tho roe Fres B et
oo cooub e necesenry.  Dhus rfber eozc ¥ _onths oF comd t in the
Southh oelrie, e .00 con saficrs not Lmd oo rouice on o reulor
foy of rradoeczabs Lo thelr vorn coubluzont oo bired ereus.
Another nrobtlen vihieh mla-wed CU.=l0050 furin, the enrl:s-
rontirr of the Cur(sle~md ensvcima v e Lir i hiliby to moveo hig
Rewyr cnd zodivn bombers 1o to Zenderson Ticlé. imer ben the

corll Cetrehnont of the 78k U1, abor Zcw dron, no othor An” unid

e meed on Curdeolen .n:',_. wntil Deceucyr, %ae irlon? BA beon
- ‘.—“ \ i'. .
At AR L
YORACASS SR RN
Fl

;{}.,‘?\ i P'x Q\‘ . ey i\ A A - ’ .
%’" R B FETI R LR N
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oceurind on 7 Jumast, yob 5 vec’is lobor the loadin - Jiclé une o1l
vragcble b peliw. cnd heewr bortbars thile £l 0%ers tx othcr oo nllor
“ircrrft could overy to only tigr the rolled c-rihr eurfnee i dry,
S0 e hed deltem ol In hecwyr owd of & bizme ctien oflioer vlomoa verc
rounded, wat the 7t v not dedendir Kondlerson oo % the Jon
Towvere. I the coog obdno’zed In vobt veothior, tho TVIt'e of the
Corines rere oner Uil srommled.

Zac wadire cusction of eurmlrln ¢nnbolesn 1 otwe erltierl.  Liere
oo ne nordor ¢ b tho felewd itrolf. Crroo versola Loy off Tmn— 44
Chechrrie food cnd riizunibtion, often tifhdroiin  moc.: durcl; wmder
e farcrt of Jrwmoso olr obires.  ue cabire be.chhiond woe on-
ihin » bub securc. Ineow boaberrs ye wal rl;s gtrue: i the ficld durin -
the drzr, vhile of ol bt Jowonsge curfnce units rheolled 14, i Ll
Tewto.der, Comerel Heruon bad becdnie inere: sindr weeroliensive over

thn eituntion on fasdsldesrs). o wolnted to tho  Tor in eomcentro—
L. %

o

Plonr of cnowy eireo~th on 2ou - inville rad in thic ~i-uorein, oo

o 3

-

wll ag on G & leennl Lteclf, There tvre n rime ovmorbunidr for

-

e Deevr boabere, Tnt fhey ecould seeo:slich vors 1ittle fo lont oe

]

”~

thiops vora Tovedd Bo To-e $I0 nildos to tho rosr in _emiridn f.’:*nto.l
T el7le gonld do no rore tkro ocereloni Al otr 2 throu s Tendeorron
in $heir offort o ~trite rd cnory shxin-ine in the min-Isnsled roee
ot the -ouilioen t:.'.‘- of ~om vinville, rwd the l-g’t of fucl an tho

Lolrzd woocventud v4de mrococlare on ~nptvedne: rore then o ~morndie

nd 1isited gcordo
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Tayyky cond rolatorrnee of Tasdrlerenl v mad 2 roemoncibitig
of CRLIWORAD, Chic oo the 1Ty'e tact.  Cherclere Remesl oT.om

cid mot viek to eritielnze tos rovercly, slnce he ~me "nob Tull:-

eo, niorat, nor nerli nt oyrescl $ive of all the Diebore thet Lo b0

J

influmace Jovy doclodon.t  —ub Lo Tfolt th.b cxdrbdn  Loos of zir

ceilitics vee drocesble to the loe': off wipor in Lrluglne w curfice

troncrord, wortlculorly Lot of vioor in incuorin - reold estr Foemt

of rir ineiells tloar on the novly won inlrmd, L rcescmined the

Ciffienltic~ vhich ool the nownl oon rrieore, but UChe noint ie

b it i not bthe coneuszin fhouwdat in ever; ioval Gon opdorte

Tind rmd She vlon 610zt have -~ Lt firct -nd dnoedi- te objective

the coloure rnd Covelowuent of Ceebtur oo ogn LAD Doso. 1% svme €3 o-

thins ti b could Tellor aloni. P
If e Comorn) Tomonts D4 elir [ thet the J--none cowld not

e doworbed in the Tolomone iT wrem 1 fione for om elTogbli-re rir

R &

)

ceeoli weon thodr wocitiont wrers Lofb to "olle rlom. ! Froe-bedl:
e wrgod Aulrcl Cwomaler 50 ~serd the ortrDdlicloont of freilitioe
oy I-171- on Lenferson TLeld, Tab throwghout Te bomber cot rueh

uer opeee mAlcicl., In dvetb Ty mid-lovie er the Ay eonnonder
shrondy s dowbtel tlult Gocclennrd could e held of rll, uwnlers ore

Ticorous tebtlon vire indticzted o Guivciu,  Slg meesir e, inersrsed

Curdn ¢ the Tfollovdn,~ month., e ~oe«ibpilit; o

e
(]
[l
4
3
Q
[
3
[
]
peds
b
=
Al
H
.

Leerrle even nore rool, cad lbroon vs eonvineed thot the I could

g touwld recover Lusrlesr-d welec~ She lrrines vore sireasthonoc

LY

~nc walen dhe Zesss 'bo*“x,)r‘:r'cz eod e brouwat wm to fenleveon.  Cnlr-
SuuF

Q\“\PL\ U" e

¥ =
|
\f !
3
T e o o e
.
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ALo Voro could L dierwios eosil, ro-ei the Tuin-lonolel rren
vaere the onory wercsled Lias curavee oxlb wor Vi, weenalts wnon
. tie Lover Solo.ong.

I om rmrdyels of the curresd sitw ddon inm corl: Cebourr, Trr on
oircred thrre comorobn ~um-onbtloms to OO0 QL. Liped, in eddiose
reinforgencat of (urdnlein l ot not leer Than e ordv-lont of one
ionwentn rocinent ol comrt toecsy oesondlys, o Intomcilicr sion of
rov-d e~updy ce noblon ln the =~ tere of the Tover Joloromss omd
lzdrddly, 320 mro o El-witel of 011 rixdrone construchlon worsonnol,
$o.othior ~-ith eon~trastion econlromt rad cwrlies.  dir veoeos rolr—
tions for Gu dlerned izalnlald dhe cor-lotlos of 2 pliote~ih-r
ran v e ant Cloverscd ci-nddnce, lisreveorent of Duelin o errbe s ord
ol ermowllose, xnd lowrovernnt of fhn ol sl <o 1% thers
vould. Loy e wp-1la0le oozindow reccrvo of 75D 077 collone.
hem £11 thig 1.5 roady, oir ecom mnders chould Inltl:to intencive
cir omeratioms (. cinst Luin-Jdonoles-Thdel cal Dur., conblmmin o
toe eroo tioe ghortercm-c cir orerntion~ novinet lend, scen, rnd air
ohjoctlivos

Cx 0 Cetobder, ¥Viee A illin. 7, Holner rolicved Moirel
Chorrle;” as CU.3(245 ond the ohom 2 in comwm? mloeed o ne complemn-
ion wion the cnblro South Poeifie rrew. U $he cows G Lor.oon hed
reporisd thot Gundileocn:l vos Jright shere it -+~ froa Pae Wuginnin, e

Jov there oo hose for on imeedlcoto loewrovenemt.  The arondlins

L]

worelniem pb UL L2700 »emidl; Clecn-cired ond 00017 3TRLD eould

. report oot MiIrleer 1o fing--fody $o li~teon, roomonsile iz Lie

OPFDENTIAL e L

L R R T Ty -y
" -y
b e =2 e b i A e i e om e =
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ctititudo cnd zeove o1l hos the drive, initl tive ol courco 49 ';eb

~
et

thin -z done.! loliove our hecds aro vl ! Zroviwsn ther vore,
. Cert-.inly» the rosorbe evatine from LOTTIZA rffer Dniepst ropi-vl

vere rosresainl- ovdiizictic vhien exnbracted vith the loomp nros-

naots ountlined in lemicnbor nd onvl Jeotobor.

(\(\l\irir\ [ l“'

'
A oy

b
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Chrmbor I

wed BADl SUR LRG0 LD

In vie of the vitzl decisions riffectin. oard:lecrol «iie!
uore resched in oshlin ton in Cotovzr 1047, it 1a <usworl: to fo

e sy

exooine in cong (otnil the ensretlornsl role of o .o” izm the South

dneldfie Taring the eriticnl month~ of the eorrism on the Ioter

[

Jolemogas. It e ovidont thet the sa-idlon of the Toul Freifie

- -

rir foreer Lnd Loon siren $uonad rnoooorecult of cmomy mrecsare, ror

the fhront to (unirlerxol Lol driven ho e ihe necer~it; for »rovid-
ins o royplor schodule of reslege.sabr, L1 oef cirlisneooacls the
coLrmd etructare v d weon ghron thoned imé elepidiad hpr Ll drst
anlacste eoopor bilve ¢ Bbltvde (xnd W Lie ooowoorlocniers.  Cuabher-
tore clore wayrles L sredialbls of tho ~omier L cnd oo eonomalers

o5 Joonen cre L Teedor el bendol, do0 sreilitalc elosir rel iione
“gbrrec. ftae o pervices in the Coudl sceoifie.

~wen prior to hic orrivrl ot Downwn, Consrrl lomion ronlized
Bact luc’d-xd ton boo ir to ke roox b0 porm.li dntic te comunet LB
tic mroores” or oyoabe, fLlthond: Ittt oclird of<leiallr ud Bees
cerl s tod ne Lhoodrenrtors wor Lo cntire Youbl woclile.  Jerelore
o L} e n i - - 1 - - -
Bo ord Dliched Sor vxd ceholon Lo Qrusabors ob L 0oar TLOT0 Foadontel

slntidned hecdew rbers in tho Inrbor sboard . Ioopne, ¢ vorior

oo rine tovder,  Toth conior officers Lefd - opoep roliolon ouirnd

|
]
[
T
-vl"‘“t
)
1
1_'_-{
=
—

i = T T T - T
R A - -1 Fi"
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then in e lowd, ~here Unj. den. Zmsh L, Zinsoln roucined in clicrge

off LU.LITALY ndndniely tive ~ecblon *Tideh ~we %o i-infoin conkccb~
. iR the Ut ool xl Lroet rad rir Cores. Sri, . il Foverd (-

Zrecge lzatdcs po. cdnad dn To

Wt Bl T L besmor T wrren

»ledonle ln Lowoilir. “hon Ulsey -yrived in the ooubh Freific,

Lo voe o o ore inelincd thrx Conerol Lrroon 50 conbrol a-ex - tiszs

Frou fuelend, LIEIT hzoooved crlare T.e remudtiut nrosl dty of the

ne-tenm rtere mor 1tted enot -xd drosucad cond et Dobueen the clde

of the $10 mepvices

Larow ioub Semtenueor cnd Cebobor ftho —-17' of fhe S eou-

timued to enre; on thelr eonedlirr seryel rdssion~ Tra.. Jo-iritn

Jhnko or vihen mowdTIo Dro Ll lernsl, e mrkin v funotion of

the Lo v barberr, once e “rrlnor ore Lsror on vl Terrsl, oo

To o bral Cie vt tors ATing north of e 1ALt rmd o Toom ULLLIGALE

Tl luforsed ot 1o Trocaoso swrdree .ovo.ontt,  L.ecordin Io- dhe

Lozhers esverad il rorrel gechors Thlsh fromicd oud in o mosdihcresborl -

cirnebion Iron Urlritu lonto in narror orer ol 6% cogll, erbendin -

ormpozd.t Lokt oI0 miles vith o LI0-mdle 10800 b ile extrecit;n,
a0 covered 7ot g Dot oon Jexte Trlu Loend $lma oot in the Do
Coorpde crew. hen gornditlome wer-dtted rto-in - throw -l Cancilesmnd,

tae vorerss could cxiond their rox oo Turther norii te moints rbove

the Toip-diorsl-nd-l-lei raoz Taie,r covldd rlatcin clorz ntc.
orn cae.ys shivoin novin - doem fron Tl or Lraln,  Thece verc loms

. tigslons cwir. An: 17 hours in £1dm: time, r1thoun R it 1vs not ol oo
wellble to comilote overy neurel, ovin + 2lther to Lo vertler or
. .-—-"".llw_\& ] o - - N - ;-“.’-\’
(("m \- IR TR B o G '
! ' 3 Vo T :Iq‘
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enci., ceblon, overtlolocs, s ostubictle L san o Lo otoretions

cowviled Tor o sontle of o1 oeeb mnd Sombonbor incicrtod o tobel

. -

of 122 reorehi-nlome ir.e-ofle, Jow cu rTuerow of L.orc blem 1,000
Ldles wor mloglown; ta to this Jiure _met bo lled 1EL sl mes vieleh
vere sont o o sicelal wonuin: misslons, or 1,400 _ilew ver folte-
ofiy, In (diition Buere tme (Lo wot lpesnsiderchle .oveicud of siv-
erciy sobicen uces dn Hroo o tlon Yor 11 fhese .issione.

Zuel ol & eilifties re.sdnel o PLorn In bie sice of dolonel

[

.

Sraumders furousjoub . uck, Sembo ser, rnd Cetobor.” Cm 71 Zenbouer,

a

Gorersl Frroon dod resorbed ticd e 'xy commetin~ 11:i%ed ojer.tione
~
wroas {modpleozod itk L-171c.Y oub tho necondt £iill 1- Touon
"llised. ! Shoro ~iimi;c v nod cwiliciont fuel of LUcondor-on e
werndb eontinmaons onver flone, cxd Lt wrs not vmill o exnd of Cetolar
LT Ir b eaploec clioate of Wolre To o eoe.smd lnd elesred the
vnbers of the Iover colooous rufdicleallss to sordd coms 00 $0,n.07e
into [ucdrle nr Lo widh ong e res of acourity., .7en 1Y fuel b4 been
cwciloble, thers wos o 1ol oF scpvlee sorponael; dupin - the firet
< monthi~ of o-erblome 1% v~ the Jorine roud erece 1hw e ouldcred
©rabcbratizl ~here of the burden of refuelin- the L=171~ %
~ordorson thore Whiy tore Just o casious cnd Getoridned o ,cd

?
us servieel (o our o°m wmoosle,d Tell it =i hi owu, Yor cvery

caln cunls or dre_ed In the tciers norbh of Uordercon ~icld e oue

{1

er~ B3 200 itn droc s pliore om i Wel ohos oF fuw.rle nel.
Cn the runs nortl: of Hrislerssd no. oF aierlon could erax

boor, Z-171g :.l;:.r. seetors Those Wl covorise rerulred on much

. A F:.
COR AL

e e )

L % A \uL.J(L"n. ot dan
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o,

we 1,0 mile~ of £33 Gt ters not o9lsz o omornie vith Suid cfriciene;
oo atritdn - wlranoee,  Cnoges rion Bh~y moved 11 e ot s d0 Dlota
on e ermtorn cide of ouw-invillo o ¢ then orouwl bo toud: fhe i
Ineenre,  Cud Jor tin pord twrd the wlemsc esninoed thelr siasions,
gnxrying ortbrey fuol to cnehle the. 59 eover the Jlet-mee -nd - radinead
womo ool by nflord 4o wrocncet of cocurin: Iidc. e pren o e
lover tin of Lou ~imwille, -lcre Thr Lo roar of Tonolel rnd 20 ecobtlo-
S oot oof Duin Ly heldnd Cenecly oofel orklond I-l-zd, s noed
nroTlitaple Tor attre’s O =17V, Mowe e a docol colnt for emerr
caivoin - vovins o Drom Tlwcul, rlen, cad drdn.  reruently it tve
nogrluls to erdeh i errro voseol, ¢ tuxior, o1 £ rurenis - e 1f Saved
to or Ireu thin wiint or rafe nt smelor in tho hertor; wmlortuc-tel:-

- - 7Y

the wresence of necrdys chlli Ticld nofa it~ Grnoor oone.
Lae eercv oLl sunaelel Cotm te Jurdslonnal Jrom Ladn 1-o

Wobiten the o foor e rroum om the vert, Drxbe Iscuel srd Tindeowd

to the eooet., This -wre the JMSLo%, 1 lowren wlonco- crvorizm L ozt

(RN

[
-

Triled 0 il rome lind of cnecr er %, cnl e liet of contrcie

ineluded nurrly oyox, code or in the Jirac-e l v, Tuesbrorerr vere

olacive, noasur reTle, rd wverr JTLITioawit fo kit e "nunders dio-
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In order to cover the area adeguately, Colonel Saunders by

October was sending out four plemes dally from Egpiritu and Henderson
Field. The four loft Espiritu at 0500, searched 1,000 miles between
294° and 524°, and then landed on Henderson Fleld. Next morning these
sane four B-17's would cover an arc 450 miles deep bebween 300° and
540°, in courses which carried them o within 50 miles of Rabaunl.
This method afforded efficient coverage, bub weather often provented
1t8 use and the group commander was "geiting to be an old man from
sweating the boya in. n%l In eny case, the Exprees ran on and ssarch
over southem Bougrinville was made more than ever hazardous when the
Jap drought down a fresh and highly tralned fighter unit to defend
the Shortland area,

Lt was not easy to hit the Express. The hostile forece did not
enter the effective radius of action of Marine alrcraft based on
Henderson Ficld wntil late afternoon, which restricted retalistory
attacks $0 a single mission before nightfall, and often it was im-
possible to hit the destroyers before dark owing to weather conditlons.
On occasion, when moon and cloud conditions permitted, the dive and
torpedo bombers could continue the atbacks throughout the aight, bub
effectiveness of the planes was severely limited on moonless nights."‘z
Colonel Seunders was at a more serlous disadvantage back at Beplrltu,
By the tlme a striking force of B-17!s could cover the 600 miles to
Guadaleanal, the enemy was out of range and dispersed up the Slot, which

43
vwas the case "most of the time.M .
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COHSOPAC relied heavily upon the B-17's dally semrch over the

Shortland ares for inforuntion on enemy surface movements, At times,
. the bombers went even beyond the Solomong., For exarple, on 2 October

two B-17's flew far anorth of Bougeinvllle to photograph enemy installaw-
tions in Xapinpomerangl (Greenwich) Island and gave the ares a&
strafing, 4

Barly in October some sttempt was made to restrict Jap use of
hig Buka field, but in the attack delivered on the 4th, only ome 3-17
could break through the weather to drop 20 x 100-1b, bombs upon the

45 mobt daye later another raid hit it more

gterlp and parkways.
g#0lidly; the bombs splashed along the runway and amid parked air-
eraft, 10 of which were assessed as d.estroyed.% This time the Jap
was surprised; even one of hia two defending Zeros waz shot down, dub
the final day of reckoning for Buks lay far in the fulure, These
ware at best ne mors than sporadic ralds, The fuel at Henderson
could not pump vp a sustained offensive as yet, but notice vas belny
served wpon the Japoneee that the B-17's could reach them throughout
the éolomons. Cn the 13th a flight of sixz more B-17's dropped 12,000
pounds of heavy bombs on the Bulta strin to erphasize this polnt.
Guadaleanal was not yet seeurs, noi so long as the Express
could feed In &5 steady increment for the Jap groand forces. Hornsh
hod gone up into the Shortland area on & October and her attack had
hit hard at the vesgsels in Faisl, preparing for the »mm south through

the Slot. It was a Sunday punch; good, bul not repeated, and the
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Bxpress ran on. To devlse a befter method of halting these shipments,
Admiral Ghormley called s conference at Zepiritu Santo.47 The B-17's
. told him that the ships were gathering at Falsl, and he had only a
slender foree to meet Jap determination., Dut by impressing Helena,
Dungan, and Hefalla into Forman Secott's task foree, there were 2
hoavy cruisers, 2 lighis, and 5 destroyers to send ouit %o cover the
laf} flanl of the Army convoy en route up from Noumea..48 Late iz the
efternoon of 7 October Admiral Scott led out his force from Espiritu
and steamed on a northwesterly course for Remmell Island. Mis eyes
1 wore those of the B-17's, covering as always the Jap movemente
around Bougainville's southera tip. 2
By 11 October the search planes had their information. Shortly
after noon at 1345, COMAINWING One flaghed word that his planes from
Hendersgon had sighted 2 crulsers and 6 destrsyers, all boiling down
the 5lot for Guadalcanal and only 210 miles out. During the after-
noon, 4 waves of epemy planes roared over Hendersom. Approximately
75 alrcraft dug at the field; although the enemy lost 8 bombers plus
4 of the escort, he succecded ln hampering the long-range search.
Since nothing further was sighted, Admlral Scott approached his
action thiniting his opposition was substantial bub no larger than
the 8 vessels reported to him earlier in the day.é’g Despite lack of
information, the resulting Battle of Cape Esperance opened by Helens
at 2346 on 11 Cctober was a decisive success for Admiral Scott's

foree, The Jap was driven off with serlous losses; 3 crulsorge-
o
COWFDER TAL
Tl UM

- Ve i
TS s ,,,-mww--r-fﬁmﬂwg‘x
* . F ¥
. .
roon e
PR £

SO L U AT G

R

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

COMFIDENTIAL

AUl !
TR

maybe 4-w-and probably a transport commrised his losses. But the Jap
was ready to sccept such bemporary sethacks.

Search planes flylng up the Slot on the 12th saw visible evidence
of the damage inflicted upon the enemy. 50 gmg 31718 aaded to the
Jep's difficulties when lMaj. Narce Whiteker led 3 of his 723 Squadron
B~17's over Buke and Li. Col. Donald E. Ridings, 2 others. A total
of 40 x 100-1b. bombs cub dlagonally across the runway, destroying 10
aircraft on the ground, plus 1 of the 2 that abtecked.™’ Next day
Qolonel Saumders repeated the Buka mission., This time 6 planes sent
12 x 1,000-1b. bombs down on the strip to desbroy parked alrcraft,
then moved south to hit at the 36 ships gighted in Tonolei Harbor.
Zwenty-two S00-pounders went down on the transports, 1 of which
scored o direct hit; of the 26 fighters abttacking, 6 were shot down,
but before the planes returned to Henderson that night, 1 navigator
and 1 engineer had been killed in the actlon, 52

Back on Guadaleanal the Bettys had smashed all afternoon ot
Henderson, with only slight interference from the Marines' Grummans,
the P-39's, or the P-400's. The old P=400's crulsed around at 12,000
feet looking up at the Jap formetions at 30,000,while the new P.39%g
struggled wp to 27,000 and could go no higher; insufficient warning
had prevented the FAF's from making contact in force.” All the
fighters landed between 1330 and 1400, While they were on the ground
being refueled and rearmed, another wave of bombers came over o drop
their bombs at will., Thers were hits and casusliies, both on the
field and among the 164th Ianfantry, then dlszembarking at Iumnga Polnt.
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411 day the Seabees of tho 6th Battalion raced wp and down the
strip with thelr pre-cu} larston met and with thelr preloaded dump
. trucks, each ¢arrylng a load carefully measursd in advance to fit
the size of the expected craters; yet by noom 13 holes wers visldble in

the msin mway.s""

Prodiglous effort barely kept the field in opera-
tion when Jap artlllery for the first time began to reglster on ona
end of the runway. This was ¥Plgtol Pete," of 111 repute to the men
around the airfield; when the P-400's prepared to take off to track
bim down, the mission suddenly was canceled. Scuttlebut gquickly
spread down the lineg--ng gas.ss

Sometime before mldnight on 13 October the ZExpress arrived, and
it wae a big one, Perhaps 2 battleships were there, with 1 1ight
erulser and 8 deagtroyers. First there was the sound of a smell
plane overhead, then the glare of 3 flares--red at the west end of
the strip, green at the east, and white in the center. Fvery man on
the igland knew vwhat 1t meant; what he could not know was how bad 1%
could be. The first salvo hit on the west sids of the fileld and the
others walked rlght across In a perfect pattern. TFor 80 minutes
the furious borbardment cont!.nued.ss Heavy shells crashed inito the
gasoline storsge and an ammnitlon dump, while all over the field
the slreraft went uwp in clouds of smoke and flame, In hundreds of
foxholes and improvised bomb shelteras, men clung to the ground,
curgsing, praying, and In some cases, going oul of their minds, Past
mldnight and on into the early morning the shells continued to pour

.. into the area. Not watil 0315 did they siop, only to be replaced
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by enenmy bombers which flew over the fleld in £iighis of three and
. bombed untll norning. o7

Farly on the l4th amid the shambles of the field, Oclonel
Saunders led out his remaining B-17's, Although less than 2,000
feet of the runwey remained wsable, the bombers took off, drawing
70 inches of pressure to do it~-buf they zot off and not a cylinder
blew o'm;.58 Two of the original 15 plones had been hit by shrepnel
and were abandoned; officers of the 67th Fighter Squadron, acting oh
instructions from lMarine headquarters, went through these two bombers
to desiroy the radio equipment, maps, charts, and confidential papers,
end removed the two Norden sights for concaalment.sg Two other
bombera were left behind due %o lack of maintenance and spars paris.
Henderscn was useless for 3-17's, Over a month was to pass befors
they eould retu.m.so

¥hen the heavy bombers had gone, four Favy dive Dombers were
left in commigsion to stop the Japanese task forces now able to shell
Henderson out of axistence.el And %o make matters worse, Pigtol Pete
was back agaln, His first shells fell short, dut his accuracy im-
proved during the day. The shells came over irregularly, perhaps twe
every 15 minutes, but as fast as the Seahbees tackled one erater,
another shell would éig at the same spot, scatbering men and equip-
ment. Fevertheless, the men of the 6th Seabees filled, tamped, and

laid thelr mat, and for a time were able to keep the fileld, or part

. of 1%, in usable condltion. Between the bursts, four P-400!s were
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hung with 100-1b, bombe. The pilots, parachutes sirapped on, walted
. in a near-by foxhole. OUne at a time betweon explosions they wounld
make & dash for thelr plane, but not always could they reach the
alrcraft before the next choll wan on its way. Dosplite the efforts
of the Jap artillcrymen, the P~400's got off, with the shalls
literally openlug up new craters under the tall surfaces as the
plmnes went erazily down the runwsy. But they dld not lmock out
Pete. The Jap guns were numerous, very well concealed, and were
frequently shifted; ladtof fuel canceled further efforts to locate
6
then on this dny. 2 Every drop of gas was saved for fighter defense,.
Jup pressure was relentless, His bombers and fighters struck hard
at 1154 and agein at 1303, both times without warning and without
intercention. The bomb craters eould be filled, but Pistul Pete
puncbured the mat too frequently; the Seabees foll bekind in their
race wlth tha artillery and in the afterncon of 14 Cetober, Eenderson
Fleld wae out of o;pe'z:an.iii.on.65 The situation was desperate and the
Yarine commanders kmew it. A Harine eolonel vigited the 67thls
area, In words reminliscent of the Phillppines he warned the pi.].otm:s4
We don't kmow whether we!ll be able to hold the field or not.
There'e a Jeopenese task foree of destroyers, cruisers and troop
$ransports headed our way. Ve have enough gasoline left for one
uiesion against them. Load your elrplanes wlth bombs and go oub
with the dlve bombers and hit them, After the zam is gone
wo'lll have to let the ground troops take over. Then your
officers and men will attach yourselves to gsome Infantry oub-
fit. Cood luclk and good-bye.
Providentially in September the Seabees had lald ocut a grass strip

some 2,000 yards digtant and parallel with Henderson. This field was
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rough and short, bul 1t supported the lizht plames during these
critieal dasrs.ss At 1445 on the afternoon of the 14th four P-39's,
each with a 300-1b, bomb, and three 0ld P-400's loaded with 100-1h.
bombs took off with four SBD's to sirike at a Jap task force off
Santa Issbel Island. Six transports were strung out in line astern,
well. sereenod by crulsers and desftroyers; when attacked they threw
p heavy AA fire, maneuvered violently, and not & hit was scored wpon
them by any of the improvisged or regtlar dive bombers. 66 Thng more
precious gas was spent and the enemy force moved down toward
Guadaleanal, Two hours later the same planes went off azadn on the
same misslion. Meanwhile, someone remembered the abandoned B-17's,
Gasoline siphoned out of the two bombers provided enocugh for one more
migeion., This time even the "P-400 klunkers® were loaded with one
$00-1b. bomb, with which they staggered and wobbled from the runway.
But they made it end clesred the field, The mlssion cost the 67th
one plane over the task forces, which received two hits from the dive
bombers, and enother when the flight returred to Henderson after
darik, In landing, ons pilot ran off the runway to erash into a pile
of metsl matting, vhore his pleme crushed a Marine field at'hendant.67
Fever before and never again did the Jep succeed so well in
destroying alroraft grounded on Guadalcanal ass during these mide-
Octobexr nighte.sa His Express ron again on the night of the 14th
and by morning there was not much left of Henderson Field. Fortumately,
the shelling had been of shorter duratiom than on the terrible night
of the 13th. PT boats had contributed to 2 premature withdrawal of
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the warships, but during the night five transporte anchored offshore
only 10 miles from Henderson field where troops and suppliem still
were belng unloaded, Here were prime targets for the torpedo planes
end the strafers., DIub there wers no torpedo planes and no gas for
the 67th's s'hrafers.eg

Gas was on the way, 1f the defenders of the fleld comld hoid out.
By mid~morning of the 15th 1t had begun to arrive, ferried in by
G-47's. All day long the big transports came in from Espiritun, each
with about 12 drums--onough to keep 12 planes in the air for 1 hour,
Ag each plane landed from 1ts 640-mile flight from Espiritu, it
braked to a skiddlng stop, the drums were rolled out on the ground,
and immediately the transport took off again. Pistol Pete saw to
that. Zver while the transports were ferrying in their fuel, the
Marines scoured the beachhead for any stray cache of fuel which
might have been overlooked or forgotten in one of the widely diespersed
dunps, By the end of the day more than 400 drums had been located.’®

Yow that gos was avellable there was foverish activity atong
the ground crews. Battered planee were patched up, pilots belted
thelr owvn ammunition, and armament crews shouldered the backbreaiking
task of bowbing wp the planes without bomb carts. Hoisting a 500-1b.
bombd on a trvek bed required 10 men. The bombs were haunled %o the
vicinity of the plane and rolled through the mud into position, where
ag nany men as space would permlt crowded under the planes' bellies
. to fit them Into the racks, And all this on an empty stomach--hard

tack and cold haghhad been the only food for more hours then the men
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cared to remerxber,

Down the beach there were targets, plenty of them, Eight miles
distant, between Kolumbona and Dome Reef, five enemy transporis snd
elght DD's were pouring ashore upwards of 10,000 troops of the Second

Divigion; 71

this was no longer herassment or infiltration--it was
invesion in fores. A1l day on the 15th the SBD'g with 4the P-38's

end P-400's of the 67th dive-bombed and strafed the ships and men
slong the shore. AL fire was heavy and the Jap meintalned a constant
patrol of Zerovs over the convey, but the results achieved by the 87th
vera encouraglng. Ome pllot got a2 probable hif, two others scored
hits which demeged two transports, while a2 fourth landed a beautiful
direct hit on 2 transport which cauvght fire, exploded, and sank. In
addition, there was time to knook down one flghter, but the operations
cost one pllot.?z That night there was more shslling, an hour of 1it,
This time the Jap had lost some of his transports; three of them were
blazing hulks on the morning of the 16th,

The task now was to destroy as many as possible of the men and
supplles which had been landed and concentrated along the beach and
backk in the edge of the jungle. Thus the dsys that followed saw a
weary succession of missions which ghuttled down to Kokunbona and back
to ‘Henderson for rearming and refueling, On the 16%4h, the olé P-400!s
and the P-39's made seven separate attacks on the Kokumbona area,73

bombing, straflng, and harassipog the Jap with no resplte. There was

. no reet for the ground erews either. By day the Jap still was
bombing the fleld while by nlght he contirved to shell it, using
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even the deck guns on hls sutmarines, The 6§7th'cs pleanes were wear-
. ing out. On one mission four P-400's were sent out. The first

carried a homb, but only ons of its machline guns would fanetlon; the
second had a bomd but no machine guns In woxkiag order; the third
end fourth plenes had most of thelr guns in commission but carried
no bombs., Vhy were they sent out in this condition? "Well, they
would acare hell oubt of the Jeps anywey--keep them running. HMaybe
some of them would bresk thely necks diving into holes. a4

The Jar was investing heavily in Guadaleanal; to meet him, re-
inforcements began to Teach the Marines, On 13 October the 164th
Reglumental Combat Tean of the Americal Division went ashore to
bolster the Marires, and 1t was a timely arrival.75 To help out the
weary flgater planes on Henderson, six B-17's cawe vp from Espiritu
the next day to atrike at the transports and thelr escorts along the
beach, but darkmess prevented locating this force in Indispensable
Strelt--nor wae the target at 1ts reported position. Or the 15%th,
11 bombers tried again; this time they found the ghips. One trans.
port already wes afire, probably from dive-bomber attack on the pre-
viocus afternoon; 49 x 500-nounders from the heavy bombers possidly
damaged another: in addition, they hit a warship (probabdly a light
erviser) and set it afire. The Jzp hud provided Zero cover for the
unloading operatlon, but nearly half of his force of 20 wase shot down.
The B-17's, badly damaged, all Tecrossed the 640 miles to Zspiritu.’o

. The enemy's troops had gone ashore, and althoungh they had sacrificed

much of thelr heavy equipment, Henderson Fleld now wes only precariously
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in American haunds, ZEven while the B-17's were over Kokumbona, an

eneny destroyer stood offshore and shelled the bomber strip. Hender-~
. gon Fleld was out for the present.w Reval and Marine alreraft were

inzctive, although the P-400's carried on from the grass strip.

The Japahese apparently were optimistic over the outcome, for s
German broadeast, relying wpon & Tokyo report, snnounced Japanese
capture of two important alrflelds from U, 5. forces in the Solomons.78
Not quite, perhaps, but very close, The lavy had revealed on 16
October that more enemy troops and equipment had landed and that the
fleld was under naval fire, but little beyond that., A hint of the
highly eritical sliuatlion lay in the statenment of Sscretary Xnox
that he “hopes and expects” that Guadaleansl ecounid be held.'{g A
fuller and surprisingly accurate snalysls was pregented to the publie
by the New York Tlmes' commenbtator Charles Hurd, who assumed that de-

fensive alr povwer at Henderson had been overwhelmed. 80

S0 1t was, but
only temporarily. Prodiglous effort soon had erased the pock marks
frow the alr strip and the public was informed that the field was in
use on both 18 and 17 October, but this was a Dit opiimistic to tne
men on the gpoi. IFnemy artillery contimued to harses the bomber strip
which was still out of operation on 22 Octoner.al
Degplte all his losses--both of aircraft over Henderson and of
shins ont iIn the Slot--the Jap eontinued to send down the Express.
I% came through on the 16th, the 18th, and the 20th; although the
. ships were not transports, destroyers and crulsers fed the units

ashore with forehoding and monotonoue regularity. Enemy bombers hit
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the fleld almoat daily, and =11 along the line there was evidence

that Japanese presesure was increasing., Search planes revealed a
. growing concentration of combat vessels and cargo ships in the

Horthorn Solomons and in the Eobaul area. An enemy submarine prowl-

ing alongz the supply line into Guadalcenal hit Chesgter, while converted

carriers moved down on the 15th to send thelr plenes against a convoy

headed for Guadalca.nal.gg On the ground Jap patrols were tesiing

llarine and Arny forses along the Matanikau while fresh artillery

took wp the shelllng of Henderson Field,

The Jap possessed impressive surface strangth, but COMSOPAC

could only gmesa at its approximate nmature. He did know that 1t ‘was

necegsary te scrape the Paclilc for every available plane and ship to

meet the aniicipated thrust., On the surface there was but one battle-

ship (¥Washington) and ons carrier (Horpet) with an attendant pair of

beavy and light crulsers. 3But back in Hawall, freshly repaired

Fanterprise and new South Dakots were ready to move out from the

dock yards with thelr escorts. On 18 October the forece left Pearl
Harbor for the South Pacific and 1t was high speed all the wa.y.as
In the nir COMAIRSOPAC needed all the heavy bombers he could find.
Cn 15 Octoher, General FEmmons had been instructed to relieve the
veteran and worn 19%h Group, then in Aunstralla, with the fresh 90th
equipped with 3-24'3.84 As the sguadrons of these iwo units passed
across the Pacific islands, some were stopped to provide a reserve
for the Bth and 1lth Growps., The firat squadron of 12 planes of the

. 90th Group was dlrected to move o Australie, the second was assigned
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to Hew Caledonla for temporary duty, and the third as well was
evthorized to move to the South Pacific to relnforce the heavy-
bomber strength wnder Admiral Fitch 1f CINCPAC so desired.3% To
further strengthen the South Paeifie, on 26 October movement of the
19%¢h Group back to Hawali was halted by Adniral Halsey, who held all
usable B-17's at Fiji to meet the current emergency. 86 MHovement of
tha 90%th Group began on 19 October when 12 B-24's left for Australia,
Yoxt dey mdditional reinforcements moved out for New Caledonla; 20
of 25 fighter pllote scheduled for General Harmon's fighter squadrons
left Hawall in an L?B-SO.S? The second unit of the group to move out
was the 32lst Squadron, which left Hawall with eight B-24's on 26
October.

Helsey had contacted General Macirthur as to the latter's need
for addlilonal B-24's, and a reply on 28 October indicated the planss
were neefded in Australia but that aircrews would require training in
night operations. A further reason for delaying part of the S0th was
the faet that heavy rains in the Moresby area had seriously erippled
heavy~bombardment operations, which led Gensral Kemmey to believe
that for the moment the planes could be employed more effectively in
the South I’aciﬂc.aa

In eddition to these reinforcements, on 27 October General
HacArthur was directed to send eigat P-38's immediately to the
South Pagifie. He was reluctant to let these planes go in view of
. General Harmon's information that Henderson was inoperable for most

types of planes and that there were no belly tanks or mechanics there
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at Guadaleanal, Nevertheless he held three B-17's and eight P-38's
standing by to mske the flight, desplte stronz doudbte that the P-33's
would overcome the prevailing headwinds oxr even maintain visusl contact
with thelr escort. General Marshall believed that these planes would
be unfit for action by the time of their arrival; wpon his suggestion,
General MacArthur was instructed to hold them on call from General
Harmon. 8

Already in September, 15 P~38's had been diverted from Australia
to the South Pacifie, and by 20 October most of thess had heen ngsen—
bled and were flying. Genoral Harmon could report the presence of
6 good P~-38 pllots with about 100 hours each and absut 10 "real good®
pilots wnder tralning. He felt :bhat these should provide a "hight
11%tle flight soon,” but he d1d not ilntend to move the unit uwp to
Guadaleanal untll both Colonel Strother and Major McNeese, the
squadron conmander, agreed that 1t was ready and untll Henderson
Fiald was secure from ghell fire.go The fleld was not secure and no
P-38's reached Henderson in October to joln the fighter defenses,

To support the surface forces, COHSOPAC had at his disposal on
Espiritu Santo a total of approximately 85 patrol planes and heavy
bombers. Up on Guadalcanpl the Marines had ready for combat 1 7BF
end 16 SBD'g, but less than half of the total mumber of fighter planes
on the island were ln flylng condition on the 26th; only 18 F4F!s,
P=39'a, and P=-400's were ready.gl Alone, this strength was not
encugh; but far to the northwest General Kenney's planes were haras-

sing Jap preparations for the great thrust by hammering at Rabaul,
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and on 24 October Enterprise had jolned Hormet northeast of Zspiritu.
By day enemy bombers hlt Guadalcanal harder than ever befors,
. althongh the Grunmansg nade 1t 2 costly business, In one raid on the
234, 16 vombers and 25 fighters came over, to be intercepted by 24
¥4F.4's ond 4 P-39's, The action was brief and decisive; when it
was over the lMarines had shot down 20 Zeros and 2 of the bombers,
without loss %o themaelves.ga But Jap plana wsre inflexibdle,

Even prior to the carrier actlion, Japanese ground forces threw
themselves agalnst the Marine and Army defense lires around the alr
strips. The enemy had planned a simultanecus attack from a point
along the coast and from another south of the airfield, Originally
both attacks were scheduled for the 234, bubt owlng elther to 1n-
abllity to reach the designnted positions in time or to misunder-
standing of oriers, the southern wmit 4i1d not attack until 2 days
later, enabling tha defenders to concentrate sgainst each one
geparetely, 93 The first assault came on the 234 as schedumled, and
1t was no patrol action, This time there were tanks--10 of them-
and artillery end thousands of fresh troops to throw againgt the
Marines end the Army defenders, Four times the Jap beat agalnst
the 1st and 24 Battalions of the Sth larines, dug in along the
Hatanikauw, and four times he was stopped. Half~tracks with 75's
pleked off the tanis one by one as they attempted to eross the river;
with the tanks many hundreds of enemy iroops were lost.94

At dawn on the Mth stlll ancther atterpt was made. To meet it

. the P=400's were up to bomh and strafe the enemy lines snd once
ageln the enenmy attack falled, All through the day the Jap continued
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his asegaults, pushing at the Hataniltau; now he was free of alr attacks,

for heavy rains which began at 1630 had grounded all planes. Very
early on the morning of the 25th snother Express was offshore, bring-
inz in relnforcementia, while over Henderson Fleld 5 Zeros arrived

at 0800 to elrele above the strip, makking no effort to stirafe it.,
Soon they were jolnmed by 7 more plus a medium bomber, all apparently

walting for the anticipabed landing siemal. >

It did not come. In-
stead, 8 Grummans left the muddy field and shot them down. HMoreover,
as the mud dried, heavier planes could take off, During the after-
noon 4 separate attacks by SBD'gs and P.39's wers delivered agninst
the 2 crulsers and 2 desiroyers 1n the Express. At 1420, Lis. Dinn,
Furnell, and Jacobeen in P-39's caught the ships northesst of Florida
Island, barely missing them wlth their 500-1b. bombs. Two hours
later these 3, with Captaln liitchell, were back again. This time
Lt, Jacobgen put his bomb squarely on the heavy cruiser.gs Kear
nisses on the light crulser added to the damage and both vessels
moved slowly off, trailing large oil slicks asbern.

Back on Guadalcanal another thrust was yet to come, for now
the enemy was in a position to make hls atteck from the south, Hare
he struck along the Lunga Ridge, south of the fighter strlp, where
the perimeter was held by the thin line of the lst Battalion, 7th
Marines (Lt., Col. Lewis B. Puller). On the night of 24 October,
shrieking, yelling Japs of the 29th Infantry Regiment attacked in
waves, repeating thelr charges throughout the night. Early on the
morning of the 25th, the 3d Batitallon of the Ameriecal's 164th
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Infantry (Lt. Col. R, K. Hall) arrived on the line to relnforce
iChesty” Puller's men. Xow, on Guadalcanal's ®Dugout Sunday,?
lMarines and Army $roops, the latter in thelr first combat with the
Jap, together repulsed the final assault, The Jap took his losses,
re-formed, then reopened his attacks on Sunday night, aimingz them
now against the Army battalion. Colonel Hall'sg men held firm. The
eneny could not break through the perimeter, degpite all his efforts
that night and on into the Monday morning, In small strength he
reached the crest of the ridge, then fell back. $ix hundred enemy
dead lay in front of the Army's battalion alone, hundreds more in
front of the Marines; none had come closer thanl mile to the fighter
strip., With daylight three P-400's and two P-38's joined in the
rout of the enemy by bombing and strafing the area south of the
fizhter strip.w But there wers fresh Jap troops ashore who could
cerry on agalnst the tired defense llnes. Alr defense was operating
wnder very seriouns handlesps, while steaming down from Truk wes a
powerful Jap forece, the greatest yet marchaled azainat the American
positions in the Solomons.

The pearchers were out from Esplritu, both B-17's and PBY'g,
Over sast of Malaita, Lt. Mario Sesso of the 5th Growp, who was out
on hls firgt mission in the area, found one section of a task force
on the afternoon of the 25th. He clung to his contact, developlng
it unitil his report covered a batitleshipn, several cruleers, desiroyers,

and poesibly a carxier. Afier he had observed the enemy ships for
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over a half-hour, seven carrier-borne Nagoys Zeros engaged Sesso's

. B-17 in a2 running fight but they could not shoot 1t down, desplte
complete failure of lts lower turret and loss of onme gun in both tail
and wpper turrets. One Zero blew apart in its frontel attack--one
whick cost the life of the B-17!'s bomberdier--and later two others
fell away smoking; Sesso'r information got through to GOMSOPAG.QB
Other search plenes revealed sinilar forces converging on Guadalcanal—-
dastroyers, cargo vessels, battleships.

Search reports reaching Admiral Halsey revealed 8 heavy forces,
ineluding 4 carriers, 4 ER's, and 8 CA's, 21l in the area northeasst
of the Santa Cruz Islends, Here 1% was thet the planes from Horneb
and Interprige fought out the air action kmown as the Batile of Sants
Cruz Islands or 26 Ocbober. Againet one of the enemy's surface
forees, 11 B-17's were sent wp from Espiritu, Nine reached the
target area to find a battleship with 2 destroyers, but the 30
bonibs dropped from 20,000 feet achleved only close misses agsinst
the rapidly moving vesssels, A second flight of 5 bombers, out after
the same teek force, contacted a better one. Three BB's and 2 heavy
erulaers were the targets, but the bombe from the 4 attacking plenes
all migsed from 17,000 feet.gg

The effect of the alr action on the Jap was not determined. He
had taken heavy damoge on one of his best carrviers, on some of hig

latest heavy cruisers, even on &n old battleship, but 1t was "unlikely

. that the damege suffered by the Jepanese in the Batile of Santa Cruz
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Islande was immediately instrumental in saving Guadslcanal, w200

. Certainly it was a costly battle for Admiral Halsey. The enemy
retired in damaged condlitlon, tut he had csused the loss of Horpet.
Only one damaged carrier, Enterprise, remained to COMSOPAC,

1f the Jap advence had been predicated upon capture of Henderson
Filold--as the Navy believed~-then the Marines, the Americal's 164th
Regiment, and the few planes on Henderson had sgaved the day, 104
Henderson Field, though crippled, was s$ill in American hands. Its
dlve bombers, torpedo bombers, and P-38'e¢ could hwrt any surface
force approaching. The enemy knew thig; he retired and in 3 weeks
wag back again wlth weapons which he folt would secure possession
of the fisld--infantry units.

Thus another battle for Guadslcanal ended., After the Japaness
rotirement, the B~17's returned to their delly mesrch pattern. By
27 October General Harmon felt that the immedlate crislis has passed
and that the sltuation did not necessitate immediate emergency dis-
patek of any additional heavy bombardment unite from the mainland.

He now bad 47 B-17's avallable of whick 35 were ready for combat on
the 26th. BEight B-34's were en route from Eawail and 7 B-17's of the
19th Grovp were held in Fiji, buit the combat effectiveness of thase
latter airecraft and crews was regarded as "problematical," TFor-
twnately, 1t was not necessary to employ these worn veterasns of Java
and Augtralia: after 7 daye in the Fljls, the 8954 Squadron was sent

@ into ¥awall on the last day of the month., Nor had General Harmon
held the 20th Group. The second squadron (ZZlst) passed through .
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New Caledonice on 31 October, and no effort was made to use 1% in

the Sc::lcamcms.m2

& survey of Harmen's strength by the War Depars-

. ment now indicated that the 5th and 1lth Groups were operating as one
unit, while behind then stood one or more fighter sguadrons on each
of the ipland bases, Paraddxically, not one heavy bomber squadron
had yet been assigned permanently to the aves and two of the fighter
sguadrons still were attached to the Seventh Air I‘cu:wca.m3

By November the Japanese realized that nothing short of a major
land effort wouid suffice to dislcdge Americen foreces from (uadaleansl.,
Both sldes now wers heavily committed to the area, with the enmemy
atill maintalning control over the northern sea apyproaches to the
island, which meant of course that the Express still ran on. Not so
easlly as before, however, COMSCPAC now had 24 submarines working
along the line up to Rabaul and these sxacted a gevere toll of sur-
face strength. Alr operatlons sgainst Jap shlpping increased as the
dameges of the viclent battles of 28-25 October were removed, and
the condition of the two landing fields was rapidly improving. On
the 30th the usual procedure of naval support was reversed; Atlanta
and four destroyers ceme in to pound for 8 hours at enemy positions
back of Pk, Cruz and on the followlng morning the 5tk Marines moved
out across the Matenikou, By 3 November they had advanced beyond
Pt. Oruz, although news of the approaching ememy navel force caused
a shortening of the lines back to the Matanikau,>0%
The defeats of October had caused the enemy to readjust him
. forces. Captured orders from the 17th Arny izsuved in September
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indicated that the major pertion of the 30th Division had been ear-
marked for New Guirea, XNow it was to be diverted to Guadalcenal.
. On 2-3 Fovember the Express brought in two batislione of the 230th
Infantry Regiment plus some artillery units which went ashore east
of Eenderson near Talru Polnt., This was a threat which the Marires
checled, and enemy strength was further depleted by heavy naval
borbardment of the now landing aren, which deatroyed etores and
amnmliion along the beach. Marine ralder forces eventually exter~
minnted this force as it sought o move back along the inland trail.los
During this period the B-17s continued their searches from
Espiritu., Always six planes wer; out, and on occasion there were
elght to provide a broader coverage. Alr oppositlon had dwindled
momentarily, bot now and azaln there was a surfaced submarine to
strafe or a flight of float Zeros wp the Slot to dispute the search.
¥inetsen planes dropped 379x100-pound bombs on the supply dumpe and
concentration sres at Kokumbons, but the Jap fed in a fresh regiment
at this polnt soue 5 days 1&1531'.106
The glr ferees on Guadalesnal now were belng put together with
the variety of types which marked nearly all future azlr operatione
in the Solomons. The remaining P~400's and new P-32's of the B67%h
Squadron were operating againot enemy lines in dally attncks. Some
help had reached the sguadron late in October when the submarine
Amberjack arrived at Tulagl, loaded as a frelghter with aviation
gagcline. More important to the fighter pllots, shs carried 15
armorers and mechanico who were badly needed, for the dally grind

wag wearlng out the ground crews.lo?
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Flying usually in pairs, the planes bombed and strafed the enemy
all around Pt. Cruz, Kokumbona, or whersver activity would be found.
Often they teaned with the Marines; a mlssion of 3 November lnvolved
15 S8D's, 4 P~39%s, 2 P-400's, 1 TBF and 7 T4F's, all striking at

a Jap landing aboub 1,000 yards east of Xoli Potnt. 08

Farthermore
they flew constantly, Some days 4 or 5 missions were rum, on others
the munber was 12 or more. As the nmewer P-39%'s arrived they were
sent out more frequently as escorts for marine strike forces or ag
@ive bombers to accompany the SBD!'g,

These strike forces, which varled so widely in type, were the
primary weapons to check the Express. On the evening of the 7th,
such a force went up to hit a light crniser and 10 DD's reported
off Ssnie Isabel. It was one of many similar forces; 1te 7 SED's
each with a 1,000-pound bomb, 3 TBF's each carrying one torpedo, 8
P-331s with a 500-pounder attached, and all escorted by 22 F4F's,
gave an indieatlon of control problems involved, This mission was
successful, TEF's pent 2 torpefoes into the cruiser, 1 into a
destroyer. The SBD!'s put a 1,000-pounder on the eruiser., But the
P-39's were forced to Jettison sll thelr bombs before shooting down
B £loat planes which were preparing to attack 2 marine fighters. Four
F4P's were lost, although 2 pilots later came back; while the Jap had
lost 15 float planes, in addition to damage suffered by his surface
cra.ﬂ:.mg All this was the work of an aggregation not yet an atr

force, but slowly the components were being fitted together.
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Along the Metapona River and all around Kokumbona, the P-39's
continued to pound away in a dally routine, Pilete strafed every
eneny movement and reported back each new eneny position, thelr
work punctuated by the excitement of forced landings and by counting
bullet holes in the planes after each migsion. Searches from
Guadalcanal now were limited to shorter sectors extending lese than -
200 miles out from the 1sland hase, but some of them reached the Buin
area, fthat they found was not reassuring. The Jap was amsssing
great numbers of ships in the Northern Sclomons and at Rabezul., On
11 November the searchers counted at least 61 ships in the Buin.
Tonolel area, among them 17 carpgo vessels and large tramsports. Next
day COMSOPAC estimated that facing him were at least 2 carriers, 4
battleships, and § heavy crulsers, with all the destroyers and trans-
ports necessary for invasion on = greater scale than sver before
attempted, 110 It was a prime cpportunity for the B-17's if only
they could reach the lower tip of Bougainville, Twenty-elght of
them were available on normal alert back on Espiritu, but the con-
tinued lack of fuel at Guadaleanal made it impossitle for them to
resch the rich %arget ares to the northwest.ln

To oppose the forces gathering against him, COISUPAC hed nothing
like egual strength. His only remaining carrier was demaged Fpber-
prise, not yet ready for action, although repalr crews were racing
againgt time in a 24-hour scheduie to return the skips to service.
. Mashington and South Dakota were ready, plus Yestroyers snd crulsers,

but the enemy theoretically could overpower any force which COMSCPAC
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could send uwp the Slot. Not only dld the Jap possess superiority
in surface craft; his land-based aircraft were superior in numbers
as well. Some relnforcements had reacned Guedaleanal from Efate on
the 6th, and seven other transporis were scheduled to start for the
Lgland, but if they could not be escorted end if the Jap should land
in force, then retlrement from the Lower Solomoans would be a atrong
possi’ﬂility.llz
At 1730 on 12 November the Japanese convoy of approximately 11
trangports escorted by an egual number of destroyers lef$ Shortland
and proceaded aoutheast.us Thougande of fresh troops were sboard,
enovgh to swamp the defenders of Guadalcanal. To punch this force
down through the Slot, the Japanese had smassed overwhelning surface
pover,. Already enemy sircraft had strick at Henderson Field and at
the three cargo vessels whick had arrived off Lunga at 0530 on
Wednesday norming, 11 November, Rleven Aichi dive bombers escorted
by 12 Zeros came down t0 atbtack the ships: they damaged Zellin, lost
1 boumber and 4 fighters, bub cost the Marines 6 Grummans and 4
rilots. 1
Next day as 4 transporis moored off Kukum, the Jap returned,
this time with approximately 25 medium bombers carrying torpedoes
end 8 Zeros to provide cover. The targets had moved out %o sea for
better defenme, protected by idmiral Celleghan's cruisers. Eigk over-
head nt 29,000 feet, Ompt. Joe Foss held his Grummans concealed in

. clouds wiile not far below § B-39's of the 67th Squadroa circled,
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holding their altitude. The bombers came in low behind Florida
. Island., As thoy flew across the stralts towsrd the task foree,

the fighters tore down into thelr ranka to stage one of the wildest
melees yot aeen on the 1gland, Struck dy devasbating antialreraft
firs, as well az by the fighters, one after another the itaubighi
bombers crashed into the gea or on Guadaleansl, accompanied by § or
6 ¢f thelr ezscort. Not o ship was tornedoed but the action cost 3
Grummang and 1 P.39, with 1 pilot from the 67th, who had dived
stralght down into the sea when his canopy apparently frosted up as
he eame down into warmer alr. 115 The P-39'c had not equalled the
Marine score, buit they had ikmocked down 1 Zero and z bomber, and by
chasling off Jap fighters they had permitted the Grummans to scora
goveral additional kills. VWhen the Army pilots returned to the striv,
Joo Toms was there to greet then. HWYou fellows can play ball on our
toam any day,® was hisg comment.lls

All this local success helped, yet off to the northwest the Jap
was sending down & heavy force containing at least two battleshipe;
should this force break through, the alr insfallations on Guadaleanal
would doubtless agrin be treated {0 a disastrous shelling, That same
nisht Dan Callaghan took hls 2 heavy and 3 1light cruisers with 11
destroyers wp inie Savo Sound to fight out one of the wildesat night
actions in U. S. naval history. I% was costly, serlously so, bub
the Jap suffered even more kkeenly. There would be no bombardment

. of Henderson Field that nigb.t.ll?

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

B - |
?":,:},-. , ~, (: 3, LA s .',ﬂébg
s . St i
. Y 7 S . Ty b

R s LA B 56

Found one had gone to the defenders. Another was coming, While
. Enterprise, South Dakota, and Haghinston moved out from New Caledonia

on the 11th, COHSOPAC rushed efforts to concentrate all possible
land-based alreraft in the combat area. Fresh Marine SBD's, TEF'm,
and Wildcats were flown ashore al Noumea on the 1llth. General
Harmon was reguested to mend 15 P-38's and 11 B-26's wp to Espirita
Santo on the following dey. Every B-26 in the Fijls was ordered
egqulpped with torpedoeg and held in readiness to proceed to Espiritan
on an hour's noti.ca.lla

Planes rushed across to Guadelcanal from Esplritu Santo on
Thursday, 12 Xovembexr. At 0700 the first flight of P.38's loft
Tontouta Alr Boae for Hendersom. Once again, as in August, Haj. Dals
Bronnon led the flight of 8 planes, with a B.l7 providing the escort.
Lending at Bspiritu after a 3i-howr flight, mechanlcs discovered that
low fuel consumption would have permitted a nongtop flight to
Guadalcanal, although fatigue already was felt by the pilots, The
second and last stage of the fllght was uneventful. BRadio reports
of an enomy attack caused the B~l7 eacort to turn back st the mouth
end of San Cristobal, znd the new planss went on glone to land at
1830 on the fighter strip Just east of Henderson Fleld immediately
following the Jap rald, Servicing was performed by the Marine ground
crews juat as it had been done in Auguet, for onta again the Army

ground crows were aboard the escorting B-1l7 which returned them %o
9
® Heptrite,
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In addition to the P-3S!s from Tontouta, COHSOPAQ added &

Gruumman fighters, 10 SsD'g, and 6 TBF'g to the forces on Guadaleanal,
. This now gave him a total of 41 F4F's, 30 SBD-3's, 19 TBF-l's, and

2 Pné{)()'s.lm Geperal HecArthur was called wpon to send over 8 P-38's.

These planes were flown direct from Milne Bsy {c Henderson Fleld

where they arrived on the 13th to remain wntil 22 Iiovemher‘lzl Far-

thermore HacArthur was requested to alert 18 B-24ls for flight to

Efate, Eapiritun, or down to New Caledonia. 'The 69th Bombardment

Squadron (M) under Major Collins was moved wp to Bspiritu from New

Caledonia on the 13th,,and on the same day the 70th Sqoadron (M) was

ordered to leave Fijl for Espiritu.lzz

Espiritu 1itself had been prac-
tically cleared of planes when nmany were flown down to Efate to make
room for the B-26's due in from the Fijis.

Fridey the 13th cost the Japanese a battleship., Hiyel, damaged
in the action of the previous night, still lay off Savo Island.
Just before noon she was attacked by 9 IBF's escorted by 6 fighters
coming In from Epterorige to bolster General Vandegrift's alr defense.
Five torpedoes siruck the shilp, A few minutes later, 17 B-17!s
arrived over Savo Island, having gone out from Espiritu oa a strlke
rgaingt a carrier and a battleship reported earlier by a B-17 on
searck, The f{arget was beyond range and c¢ould not be atiacked, but
10 miles northeast of Savo the bombers found Hiyel. The big ship
wag circling slowly, escorted by & light erulser and 4 destroyers.
Desplte heavy AL fire, bombardiers ¢f the second and third flights

of alrcraft placed 5 or 6 of thelr bombs on or very near the
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battleship. Subsequently this vessel absorbed 4 more torpado hits
for a total of 9 and at least four 1,000~pound bomb hits, yet still
1t floated; at 0220 next morning it was able to throw l4-ineh ghells

123

at the alrfields on Guadaleanal. This bombardment by eruigers,

destroyers, and the dying battleship lasted over 80 mimutes., Ib
succeeded in damaging one P=38 and 17 F4F's and destroyed 2 Gromman
fighters and an SBD with direct hits, bub it was a final effort.
Next morning an enormous oil glick was visible in the Savo area.

The eneny invasion force was 5tlll intact aboard its transports.
On Friday morning a B-17 on radar search from Egpiritu had sighted
12 transporis and cargo vessels with 10 escorts moving toward Buin
Just noxrth of Valla Iaaa.v\t.afl.la..12‘jr Apparently tha Japanese faolt that
the American naval forces were too far gone to interfers, for some-
tine after this dlscovery the convoy reversed iis courame, headlng
once mors for Guadalcanal.

Early on Saturday morning Interorige wae ordered to attack the
convoy and the B-26's were sent on up to Cuadalcansl. Already four
Planes of the 69th Squadron had mafe 2 round trip to Hendersom with
a loed of forpedoes for the TBF's; now on the 14th, 10 more mediun
bombers were sent across to Guadaleanal, These planes comprised the
available stremgth of the 70th Bombardment Sguadron (M) wnder Maj.
Leroy L., Stefonowlcz; slx of them carried torpedoes for the TBMs,
while four were loaded with two 1,000-pound bombs each. To relnforce
the combat zone further, General Harmon was ordered 40 send additiocmsl

P-39%g and P-40's to Efate 1mmedia‘bely.125
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Yaile the Znterprise attack growp pounded the retlirlng bombard-
. ment force of cruisers and desiroyers, the transports moved down
closer to Guadalcanesl, closer to the base where land-vassd dive
bombers and TBP'a could hit them, The pilote of tho elght B-17's
up from Espiritn on search that Saturday ssw targets, more than they
ever had geen before., AV 0830 General Harmon reported that his
planes had sighted 12 transports some 20 miles directly north of
New Georgla, In addition there were escori forcez of crulsers,
destroyers, carriers, and an advance grouwp of vessels including at
least one batileship--perhaps two.las
On the 14th Captain Joham was off from Fspiritu at 0800 on a
routine search of mector 310-316, He had completed the left leg,
had left Choiseul Island behind on the retwrn lsg when he alghted
£ tadk forces of 20 to 25 ships, Including 2 carrlers. In the face
of very hoavy and accurate antialreraft fire, Capteln Joham developed
the contact., Amid the hail of flak, 3 ME-109 type fighters, 3 Zeres,
and 1 Rufe atiacked the bomber, bui the Jap lost at least 3 of hils
flghters and probably 2 more in the 25-mimute running batile vhich
ensued. The B~17 was riddled. 1Its tall surfaces were entirely
shot away. Only by using the crow as ballast was the plans barely
abla to llmp across the 650 miles of sea to its base on Espiritu,
Hovever, before 1t 1lsft the scene it had reported acourately to the
First Morine Alreraft Wing on Guadeleanal, where the dive and torpedo
. bombers were mede ready, <
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It was now or never, for 6 of the transporis were hig ones,
averaging sbhove 20,000 tons, and the convoy carried a force varlously
estimated to be from 18,000 to 55,000 men.)® Mo strike at the
carriers, 16 bombers lefi Zsplritn in 2 filghts, the firast at 1018,
the other at 1040. En roufe 1 of the elreraft became separated from
the force and returned to base. While the others were flylng up the
igland passageway, lend-based Marine and Wavy planes from Guadalcanal
struck at the transporis with torpedo and bomb. When the B-17's
arrlved, their carrler targel was gone, although there was no lack
of sultable substitutes, From 17,000 feet the flrst element of 4
alrcraft missed the target, but the second of 3 obbalned Y direct
hit on a transport. The mecond flight of 8 bombers sttaciked from
20,000 feet, and this time the bombs straddled a seaplane tender.
Fiftesn land-based Zoros tried to prevent this attack; they suffered
loss of 5 and probably 1l more of thelr number, but caused only minor
damage to the 't)t:::t‘t)e.wt..:"a9

At this point the convoy was badly shattered. By nightfall 8
of the 12 transports either had been sunk or were gubted by fire,
and only 3 cargo vossels and 1 itransport wore sble to reach Guadaleansl,
where they were beached near Tassafarongs early the next morning.
Torpedo and dive bombers had slaughtered ships and men, while the
67th Fighter Squadron with only 4 planes in operation had provided
cover for the strike forces.lso

Repulze of the final enemy thrusi was all surface action. A few
mloutes after midnight on the 14th, Rear Adm, Willls A, Lee with
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South Dekots and Yaghinghon met a powerfu]. enemy force coming in

around Save Island, Although serloumsly outmutbered by the Jap, the
Havyis radar control of its gunnery was superb and served in part to
overcone any deficlency in strength. The enemy lost heavlly and with-
drow from the area with his surviving chips., Throughout the Solomons
the Japenege naval units were In retreat. The Jap was forced to
move the damnged cralé dack to Rabauwl and even ax far as Truk, and
hig alr gquadrons were badly depleted as well. Never agaln dlé he
repeat such an attempt. From this polnt on the Amerlcan ailr and
ground forces on Guadalesnal could give mome thought to an offensive,
It was difficult to assese accurately the enemy's total losses
in the serles of actlons. ZXHleven of his transporis and carge vessels
were gone, probably 12, costing hinm some 83,000 tons of ghipping.
The shlips could be counted exd nemed, bui their men could not, which
led to & wide range of estimates, Ceneral Vandegriit believed that
upwarde of 30,000 men had been lost; other sources placed it at
above 20,000. A total of 34 enemy alrcraft had been destroyed by all
services, of which B-17's had knoeked down 11, Bubt the bhulk of the
damage had been inflicted by Marine and Navy (Znterprige) dive and
torpedo bombers, THF's had placed 16 torpedess in the tranmports
while the SBD's hnd achieved 65 dlrect hits with 1,000. and 500.1b,
1:01111:13:.3'31 The B-17 contribution was more modest, Bomd loads were
necesgarily rastricted by the distance from the bame at Egpiritu
Santo %o the targets, end although only one direet hit on a tramsport
was attributabla to horizontsl bombing, the search raports of the
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B-17's had been of grest value %o Adniral Halsey. The planes could
net easlly be driven off by Zeros and they could develop their con-
tacts more fully than any other search plane.

Almost as an antlelimax was the destruction of the four beached
cargo vessels iylug along the northwest shore of Guadalcanzl between
Tassefaronge end (spe Esperance., Early on the mornlng of the 15th,
one of the P-Z9 pilots on patrol saw three of the ships already on
the beach and & fourth heading for shore, Speeding back to Henderson,
he reported the discovery; by 0700 the 67th had five of its planes
in commisnion and loaded with bombs, Twenty minutes later they were
off the ground, had pilcked as thelr target the last ship to reach
the beach, and hed dived on it in a successful attack., Two éirect
hits were obtalned, while the other bombs landed very eloss. When
the P-39's left, the ship was afirve. Meanwhile naval dive bombers
had attaclzed the first weassel and three B-Z6's of the 70th Squadron
had dropped 6 x 1,000.1b, dorbe on the third.laz

The medium bombers obtaslned one direct hit from 8,000 feet and
two more of the bomba landed among the susll eraft attempting to
unload supplies from the burning ships., The P-39's came bacl again,
g0 did the B-26's; the desiroyer Heade added its artillery hombard-
ment, pouring 600 shelle into the burning ships for nearly an hour,
Vhen nlne B-17's arrived over the beach they saved thelr dombs;
destruction was so far along 1t was not necessary to add to it, A
gecond filight of heavy bombers passed over the area and moved on vp

to a point above the Russell Islands vhere two hits were obtalned on
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& burning t‘.ra.zuz.port:.:w“3 Plenes fronx Guadaleansl strafed the beaches,
. destroying stores and supplies so that the net reinforcement for the
Jdapanegs garrison was negligible, During the day Plstol Pete 414
what he could {0 lmpede the cperations, On one occasion two craters
opened mp Juat behind s P-39 as 1t wae taking off, but two 500-1b.
bombs carried by P-B9's of the 67th effectively silenced the gu.n.la‘q’
In his attempt to reinforee the troops on Guedaleannl, the Jap
had sacrificed 26 ships sunk outright, among them 2 battleships and
2 heavy eruigers. He had spent at leest 2 full division of troops,
perhaps 2, and all thot reached shore were approximately 1,100 men
of the 36th Divieton.'®> He had inflicted serious loss upon Admiral
Halsey'is surface strength, but the sir gtrips on Guadalecanal had
come through in excellent condlition and loss of planes was held to
a very low point. Thus ended the last major enemy attempt to break
through and crush American forces guarding the airfields on
Guadalcansl, ZIEven the ablllty to strike at Henderson with daylight
bombing ralds now was beyond the power of the enemy. Not till late
in Januvary was he able to plzace his bombers over the sir haseﬂ.lm3
Yevertheless, with customary optimism, spokesmen of the press section
of Imperisl Headquarters anncunced early in December that the main
raval force of the enery was again almost completely deatroyed.137
Having by their own estimate similarly destroyed the Fleet on three
yrevious oceasione, Japanese spokesmen faced a dllemma, since
. Guadaloancl remained even more firmly in American hands.
CONFDETIAL

. %
y e . M_ha.,_.,‘..ﬁ.i:yf‘ {'“’“I“‘fr ‘1‘:1
; , LI R N e
g SR ¥

i - PR G | R
‘*|"‘|' b Y afr Wb

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
ﬂw«

. ® ‘ﬁ‘ﬂf‘hrr bt

L SR e
1

Y .
¥ P

«‘“ 1‘1‘ ¢ ::‘-‘ o o*
GO o s o

Even while smoke from burning transports on Guadslcanal's
beaches hung over the laland, congrainlatory messages passed from
General Arnold to General Harmon and Admiral Helsey for thelr con-
tribviions in the declsive vlctory. However, it was evident that
General Arnold was not completely aware of the operating conditions
which had prevalled at Guadalcanal for the month precedlinz., He
resd the reports, noted the pressnce of large numbers of avalilable
surface targets ai apchor in port or uvnderway, and asked both
Generals Kemney and Harmon, "In view of the gericusness of the threat
of such large Task ¥orces well within striking dlgtance of your
heavy Lombers, why was an all-cut attack not madepnis

General Harmon explained at once thai lack of aviation fuel at
Henderson had precluded operailouns from that base, and that the
harbor at Buin-Faiei lay beyond the range of dbombers from Espiritu.
Bven the convoy abtacked within a 200-mile radius norbhwest of
Guadaleanal wag at extreinie range; yet it was well within reach of
the fighters, dive and Horpede bombers, and the relnforcemente from
Enterprise texporarily based on Henderson. In anticipatlion of closer
targets, o reserve striking force of seven B-17's had been held at
Efpte and Egpiritu on 1315 Hoveuber, and to this number must be
added the three radar-equipped B-17's held at Espiritu for search

and $racking missions.lag

Thus an all-out assault was physically
140
impossitle at the tinme,
. However, with the defeat of the Japanese suwrface force, it now

was possible to strike more frequently at enemy air and ground
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installations in the islands to the northweet. On 18 Yovember

Colonel Saunders led a siriking force of 1l 3~17's and four B-26's
. up to Buin, this time fiying out of Gnadalcana.l.Ml For the first
time there was fighter escort all the way; eight P-38's from the
339th Squadron provided cover, flying at 4,000 feet above the bombers.
Thie was the first Joint mission and as in any pioneering attempt,
several operatlonal probleme arose, The B-~17's and B-26's had come
up o0 the iglend on the night of the 17th, but because the fighter
commander was at another field, there was difficulty in arranging
proper coordinatlon. Fighter pilots were instructed to cover the
bombers and prevent the customary Zero frontal attack; they were to
pick off the Jap flghters Just as the latier turned into their head-
on approach, However, since the bombers were at 12,000 feet, P-38'g
were forced '_oo fly &b 16,000, which was sn unfsvorable altitude for
them, TFurther to complicate the operatione, when the first flight
of five B~17's arrived over the harbor at Buln, the bombs of the
lead plene hung wp end the fighters failed to receive Colonel
Seunders' instructions 0 meke a second run.Mz

Besults were less than satisfactory. For the first time enemy

float planes dropped phosphorous bombs upon the bombers, although
thelr aim was wide, P-38's dropped thelr tanke, attacked the
flghters, and turned for home, leaving the first flight without pro-
tection., Bub they had shot down 3 Zeros out of 39 vhiech attacked,
the 3-17!'s kmocked down 12, and the B-26's bombing from 4,500 feet
counted 2 sure kills and 1 probable, In addition 2 direct hits had

been made on 2 cargo \'-assseleu.]"!’5
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The sequel to this mlssion was the 30-zinute running fight
vwhich Zeros carried out with Colonel Saunders! plane on its run
. down the Slot, en actlon which eost the Jop eight of his number.
The pilot and squadron comwander (Maj. Allan J. Sewart, Jx.) was
killed by = 20-.mm, shell, the co-pllet was mortally wounded:; with
two englines out and the left wing afire, Oolonel Saunders safely
brought his plzne down on the water at Bags Island just off Vella
Lavella. All survivors reached shore in the rubber raft and con-
cealed themselves in the Jungle untll discovered by friendly natives.
On the afternoon of the next day a Navy P5Y came wp with fighter
cover to return the group comrander and his crew to G‘uadalcanal}%
Thisg mission had been something of a trial run and the mistakes
of the initlal escort mission rapidly were eliminated. TFrom now
on the Jap could expect sharper opposition to his attacks uwpon the
heavy bombers, although ldesl escort fighters stilll were lacklag.
P-Z8's were inefficient at low or medium altitude while the P-39's
were inefficlient at high altitude, At the moment there was nothing
for the middle alr, alibough P-40's soon would £111 that gap. Furs
thermore, heresfter and with incressing intensity, the enenmy air-
flelds could be brought under bombardment. On New Georgis, Lambeti
end Munde Point were hit hard on 24 Novermber, and seven B-17's went
up to Eshill 3 days later to put 1€ oraters in the runway and dis-
yersal a:eem.s.l‘q’5 All these missions pointed to the future pattern of

operations iz the Solomons.
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Although General Harmon did not yet possess adequate facilities
even to permli employment of all available bombers, there was
provige of an alr offensive in the future. The series of air and
surface actions had broken Jap control of the waters in the Iower
Solomons and the defenders of Henderson Fleld had frustrated every

eneny attempt to recover the battered air strips.
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By the end of Wovexzber Gemeral Eurmonls heavy bonbers hod been
in operstion 4 full nonths, Almost azily they had gone out from
Egpiritu Scnto, stoging throush Guadaleansl rs ofben e possible,
Sufficient operctional statistics had nov becn gabhered to permit

sseeoenent ol thelr achievements and o conclderation of the employw

&

ment of hesvy=bombordwent swiation in the theater, 3y far their
Tinect recerd had been achieved ozainst enemy aireraft, for oub of
610 of all types contrcted, 124 hod been destroyed cnd 57 demaced.
In exceutin, their missions, 21 sirercft had been lost, over half of
vhich vere oporztionsl losses, Only € were lost in combat, although
3 more were badly demored by naval gunfire while =zt Henderson Field,
0f their persomnel the 5th nd 11th Gromps hed lost 101 officers and
zen, of which o third had Teen lost on onerationsl flishts vather
thav In combat with the enew.l
Ferbame as irmorbant oo its record eroinet eneny torgets wes
the list of lessons learned over the 16 veeks of operabions. Tuere
suas complete confidence in tho Bul7 zo o veapony ambiasireroft fire
repectedly hod art the pleanece, cnd go kad Japenese Zers fire, both
with 7. 7wzm, machine juns cnd 20~-mm. connon, tut for the most ypars
tousmmers of the rlanes ensbled thea to return to base. They vore
. darsble and nilots resvected then, Combat crewe obeerved o marked
immrovencut in enemy fishier tactics since the initial conteets in
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July cnd August. Zero piloie alwemys fouzht more nogressively over
their ovm baces, mud it wvas belleved that fresh pilets with consider-
able experlence vere helunz fed into the Solomons from obher fronts,

The frontal attec: cdonted by %ero pilods hod caused coanciderable
difficulty. Ir fact to combet this mencee oo carly as 31 August,
Gonerel Hormon hed reoucsted modificution of 1l 1lth Group B-17's
after the pottern commleted on one of his bormbers on 4 August by

tha Cheyenune lodificction Center.

This involved ingtcllntion of two EQ-cal, nose sums, @ radie
comnartment sun, and nev walst un nounts, with larger valst ammunition
boxes to provide o flexible feed, The improvements khad wroved so
highly satisfectory in combot thet Genersl Harmon requested 20 complete
sets by adr chipment. Armor could come by water, but the equirment
ghould be 100 per cent complete, with «1l fittinse and adapbers—m
there were no locel facilities or materisls available.g Already in
July such modificction sets hod baen shipoed by ses to lelbourne, snd
0 more vere teing charted immediantely for Yew Cnledonia, Harmon was
advieed to drcw upon Kenpeyls cupply until hic own arrived.s

Instolletion of the now armement hed odded much to the forward
defonse of the plenes, tut the field of fire e badly restricted and
it was doubted that anythinz chort of o noce turret would solve the
rrovlen. Colonel Szunders vent cven further, He cited the toushnesc
end eorrencivenesr of the fighter unit cencountered over Buln, wbere
eneny alreraft now rarrzed rmeh more difficult to shoot down, indicaling

the nresence of armor in the nlanes, Ee jranted the need for & nose

nower turret and for crmor mlatin: of the entire nose commortment
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hod big B-17Ve been co counirmed, severel oormbardiers sad navigebors

. would not hove been killed. But herond this his observations of
opertions cnd enemy teotics in the South Paeific indicoted that "o
rodicxl chonge should be mcde in the decion of heawy Tombardaent
cirvlanec,t for he believed thot Uthe present B-l? kos been developed
to the exbtrenms limit. 4 new hoavy btombardment eirpleone should be
uilt ~rovnd rknt 1e have mut in sinece itr conceviion. "4 Levertheless,
only two circraft were kmown to hove been dozt to enemy flghbters; one
on 2<¢ Sgobexnber over Buln andl the other on 18 Lovenber, wfber a rumning
fignt of 70 niles, In mosth coses formadions of thrae or mors B=17is
hod proved sufficiently strong to provent rorious dema-e,

If the record coplnst enemy adrveralt ves oubstonding, that
achieved by theo B=)7's zzainst surfoce oralt vog less so. Since 3L
July e totel of 1,163 surfoce crnft of all tynes had been contacted,
of vhich G0 vere ctieclzed with o totol of 823 bombre. Of these ships,
4 bad bron sunk snd 15 c.amaged, exclusive of 9 others belisved damaged
ag result of cloge miusos. General Harmon wee fully cognizont of
the Bwl? bombing racord: mortlculserly that cehieved during the great
convoy battle of mid-loveiber. IZven prior bo %als we'ler, on Z2
Cctoler, bhe kod prerented to Admlrel Helser o shoblsticzl znalysie
of tke effect of search zetivitice upon the shriir: power of the 2~17!s,
soncluding that on o basis of 8 planes on dally cecrch, 11 hours ver

nlone, snnrozimately 78 wer cent of the totel froun effort was telny

. devoted to reconnaisesnce, The renaining 22 per cent of flying time
vas eveiloble for strike micsions. Admitting that thie syorosch to
g
P ] . - - - W
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the problem Ymay be comsidered cc boxderin: on the ccademic,! Genercl
Harzon nevertheless felfd that it well illustrroéed the recegeity for
rreservine the motentislity of tke offencive efford.

He recomucnded thot an opbizun of 235 per cent of the heovy-bomber
effort be esteblished nz the raxirun for reeonncicgomce, that 2 crre-
ful survor be mode of nll equirment wnd its emmloyment in order 4o
secure ¢ reduetion of the curront fizure, cnd ket kudsons Te ploced
in cervice to rumwlencnt the cenrch offort of bhe EBYVs und B=L7'a.
Choice of torpeke too cone inte concineration. Eo reconmended that the
heavy Tonbers be conecntroiod upvon imvortant objeetives lyins teyond
the remse of other typcs of alrercft or upon vitcl curfzce objectives
in Toree ot oll remces. Sub the tostere ekould not be sasirned
definlte ctrilre micsions ansinet emsll dotechmente of crulsers amd
destroyrrs ob lon:: roxe tecouse of the imorobobility of obtoining
kite on tuch hi-Wly memeuversdble $erpete, ereopt oy ervloyment of

6
nzes in emeoce of the toargets! volue,

On 20 lovexbor Errmon cubmiticd to GCUIS0ZMG wnotler extoneive
raaclrels of tke difficvltics confrontins Colone} Srunders, Be Lod
Glocovored that the otbacks by 3-17's on the 1l4th had rosulied in
no oore thon 1.1 ner cent dirced hites wnd could only conclude:
idhie wre not sood. “7 The zebion of the follovin: 4oy ked ylelded a
better score; 12.F mer cent of the borbe drommed vere hilz, but these

hed been obbzdned in wortd upon o beuched tromspoert or om o vesscl

lyine motionlese on the surfcee.
L L=
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Certeinly Colonel Sewniers voo aware of hirs chief's rowction to
. the recalts thue for obbained, ZEcrly in Noverber Cenersl Hormom hed
informed the cormznder of the 1ith Grouny "Re wrdlecs of the
Gifliculties ond dengeors we will hive o0 bogin to ceuce more domage
%o the enexy if ve are Ho Justifr the type end volume of effort ve
wre pubting into our B~17 operctions for lony ronge ctrike against
eneny surds: e oh:jectivec."a He did not urse prodissl cxvenditure of
rloaes and ercvg, vat in viev of the romexirebly slisht loss from
eneny alrveroft fire, "ve mmot e prepered to Ttomb from dnngerous
cltitudes if theredy we can mrdericlly incrence the nrobability of
enery destruction,? It vog a pressing natter to incresse effective-

nes

vt

as wet loy berond recch of any considorcble bonbordment force and
oaly throush hin sectorne tentocles could tke Jan be hurt. Genersl
Eerzor did not feel prepares to cccent the doctrine of sikiy borbing
uith dwsocond fuzos: yel ho telileved thot he ond S-uvpders should be
recdy to comloy the B-17's in thic manner if on emergency should
werrent cebion of a Freerificicl nabure,® ALl thie vac not offered

in eriticism Wb in e cwirit of exzeninaztion, tryins %o cdvence the

to our ccrubilities but mast geelr to ilmmrove our wmrecent znd secreh
for nev mcans for his destruction.® He oven sucgecbed that Szunders

concider nigzht cmploymert of rodor—-ecuivped B-17's orainet imporitant

. surface objeetives, 1here perhims the 4-cecopd fuze misht be useds
et
AL ﬁt\; | Ui et I CF W A ATR e, T A
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At enp rate, CONGTUEOFAC rceoo:mized the tremendous hondicowms under
viaich fhe nesxy bonbers onerotcd from Zemiritu Santo, cosuring Stunders
thet in viev of the rdventases of orerrting fron Gusislecmsl, ¥I Leve
[+

dome ¢11 in =y rover to wress the develorment of o mromer £icld there.“v

Whot vere these Lizmitobions vhich knd conbributcd to the low
ceore of bho bombere? Geoneredl Hoymon revieved fhwn for Admirnd Hrlcey.
Frockienlly «ll torpots hod been obf Mmeslimun roncse end the mojority of
them in excoss of thob ronqe, W thus necercitotbing reduction in bomb
locding, Furthorpore, lepngth of misciong, courled vith frecuent
necoority for exhrmctivo cesrch by obriking forees to locoke torpcie,
inéneed crow fotisue cnmd strain, 1hich in turn exorted en wnlortunuie
effeet upon borbing ceeuracy. "lhe power of vombardnent," ciplained
Genercl Erroon, "is in inverse ratio to tho distanec to the tz.rg,et.“lo

There vere other oroblems which contributed treir skare to
reduetion of bombin:, cecurscy. One of then vos the hesvy burdcn nlaced
unen tho B=l7 crewve Ty the reouirecront for condneting sesrehbes, o footor
vhich ho kod strecced on 22 Cetober. At tires it 1o necescory 5o send
wn oo 2omy o nine cesrek wlomes, crd initielly tlese verc not wpermithed
to exrry bombe. Orouve besred for bombs, Ho kit the shine moviny down
the olots In wrronce fo their mlece 5ke plrase vore -iven » keli Dorb
lord (of four Fl0-mounders), ond vith redio tonke o full cearch pattern

11

uas postible, Yhis resrch obligation varled fron veex to veeln; by
the end of Liovczber ~hrikc miscions had becn curtailed, Tut four

secrekes vere runninz ench doy up from Ueniritu, covering tke area to

the ecot of the Solomons, while dvwo others now wint northwest from

ARl i ad 5 5 *F‘;‘*»‘“‘Tg,u
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Curdelernd Tor o Gicktonee of 40D miles, These tvo fvlit Boweosinville,
. tat Toth vlancs vent on for co Lule, Over the Shortlerd oron the
2=17Vs could oxpect both congidercble flok md firhter oppositions
12

the fighter unit bosed necr wuln now wos very sorroseive,

Gener:zl Srnold elocely votekod bomber owcrotions in the South
Foelfle, cnd he vos perturbed over tre follure to otrike in stren~th

i3

ot cerfuce bargets durlng the grect convoy aotion of mid-lbovenmber,

Yet in o conpratulatory meesrge to Gencrol Hermon follouing the
cucccesful reccue of Colonel Scanders off Vells Lovells, he expressed
. 14

vride in the operctions of tke henvy borbers.
Ir tke 3olomong onerntionc alvays it voe the rmonewveresbie rurface
eraft which defied the bozbordiers, Tew bombordicrs had entered the
nreo with moch errerience ogeinct this tyme of torced, =nd only rarvely .

15
woe 1t moscivle to orrisn in cdvonce swecific torrrets to the circreucs

Lven the cholee of borb locd wos rharnly curteiled. During the first

% monthe of operctionc there vere orly o fuzc relectlions—-instentancone
tnd 1/10=necond delay-wof which the former vas mreferred bocouse if
would nenebrote the wrter come 15 feet before detorction, thereby
cresbins o ninine effecet in the ecoe of ncor missea.m Ferhone nost
serlous of oll problerms wne the treticnl enployment of the heavy bembers,
o foetor dicboted by forcoc ouite beyond the control eitker of Gemersl

Hormon ox the proun comminder, Colontl Saounders hed zone out from

Howali wilth bonbing mlong based unon ctbtacize by nine plenes——thres

. flizhts of three ernch. In preoctice ke found thot it -o< izmossible
to apply this technicue; not cnouth plenee could be rut into the eir
- . '
. .-
TR ERRTRN AL T
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%o mrofuce o pottern of nline bombers, nor vere there tvmerlenced

. fLirat lecdors ovoilable vho couwld hrwve effected merfect biming, &%
Hopirita Stnto the oirdrome facilities eirgply -ould not wnernit filemoff
in sufficicent Torce o produce o catisfeebory bombing pattern. <here
vore no cireulebing toxiwcys, and there was no treffic control. Three
montke nod wesced boefore encush lumber hod come in %o permit erection
ol the control tower, vhick cxbended uw chove bihe cocomat twccs.
Eence, #je felt thot ve vere doing mretty vell if ve ot six esirmlenes

17

together,

CIUIEDELG vog informed of 211 there obstoclec. It tas mointed out
to him that oven in lovezber, clecr-nce of 12 B-17's froa Zopiritule
vomber strin recuirsd 1 hour, thile Llerdins tho rone f1i50E cost -
cdditionol hour ond o kodlf if i chould return «Iter dovizy and 21l
shis time b9 to be deduched from the maxmimum fi-ins time (renze) of

18
the formction. “rue Colonel Scurders vog Torced to revice hls borte
inz plrm to ¢ Tive-wlone Voe, o for=-~bion vhich 4id nmot mroduce the
rorulbte toot otheriise miht hove Becn rebievod by lovger f1i-hta,

CL all bomb~ drogmed corinet mimeuverin. cnemy curfoee craft,

"

£li-atlr loor thom 1 oner conb tus clossifiod oo hite, «dfhoush &7

fhoge listed cr wrobable hito vore inelwded, She firmure vowld rise %o
19
Ceb TET cEDU, Sinle-plaone rane sirply verc nob profiboble; the

tarset veooel eowdd turn ond the bombe vould lomd 160 $o 500 feet
cotern. In tke poriod 3 July $o 16 liovexbor, only cix formsltions
. vent over their torrets vith more tkom sim alrercfd, vhile up to 18
iorenber nine or more hombers never krd borbed gci-ultomeounly ascainst
WAt Y I V\V‘- IJ‘ 2 e e A - T"E"m“" "_”" ?ﬁfxfm'ww'@{!%’"
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crolt undar. oF.

one oot movin~s tarpety

&

to kit raricce
exneet Lin ccorcs fronm cuch omrll
of nine Jlones rhould e cxployced.

"

N T Y

owi e
L % Ltk [ .‘1| [ 1 ‘ '
atatan it

reilitios it QQ“ e‘.!i*e}'&;lirl !fi?jficult

Genernd Sormon ¢ dviscd Heleey not do

2

11 wbe, stressing $het 2 minimim

daclyeis of the nwer of hits

ovtoincd vy fli-kbe, -

coeinct the noumber of hoebile shiwe obbuciced,

roevisled ket cmwroemincsly 29 mov cent of oll f1i-hb cidocke kcd
obioincd one or more hits on the Berped rud bhls fi~ure wr "diseproinbinly
£l
lov. u
If bhe georc vog lov, oncrobins conditions ked contrivusod o i,
ond Conercl Eceson ked mo dordye to roc hie fijurcs indrmwreted co tm
indictiment of hi~helevcl Lombardment. o wee inioms to indicnhe e

e
ol o

imitubions of Lhe Z-37 omd to rirecs 1to potenticlitics wlonm nroperly

Iy«

I
[

ernloysd. wicno canavle of driwving, itz vy throunsh heevy

[
b

izhter ompositlon to o fixmed objective such rr the clr insballotions

iy b ©oodnsd moneuverdng torects 4% oo

% te uzed only

cilent muabers o mroduacs o nistern vilch vould cover the

o

ropeible memcuverrdle crer of the veeryl otboekeds Ferhrmp this

b -

cn cxEvonzive erploymeat in terme of hite mer tomb wlaoacd, babt nEveTe

-

bl

theless it voe vorithvhilo imsortiant novel objechives. Dogpite

the lotv number of hits, Bkore oo ovidence bkt the Jizoneso novel

comnrmGers 4id pob relish coabret wisk the bombeors, crd Erxrmon

covknaizel the fret ket cinec 24 Awrusd, ne corrier hed cyxnrovehed

vitlhin o ECQ-mile rerdiun of Zepiritn. I only Gurd~lermal kod Eoen

oper~ble for B-17's spd Bu26Ys durianc tho mast 60 dors, ke belicved

that the cnemy would keve cncountored sesiour interfersnce with his
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conctruchion efforte ot Baln rnd Ewze, ond with Hile inveplon flect

—
\

’

bascd in the Foizi-Tonolei orec. Cuner thorce bombers could move into
Gacdrlernsl, thea the redaction of cremy nrvel cnd cir baces ot Balm,
Zonolel, Lietn, Bz Fonoooe, wmd Bobowl micht Toqine.  DBub wnsi) shot
tims crrived, keovy ond medium Domberireont vould be wncble o tlhrow
22

Tull tveisht into tho tosh of aefeoting the Jom in thic th{:atcr.“

411 theoe mroblema vero revicved for Ceneorrl Lrnold by CCUISISIIFAC
a fev doys Lader. Hoymon mraiced the 11tk Grouw; it “bns been of
insotin-dle velue in lizmitine the Jow naval cetbion in emifbe of ibs
rather messr bor reore. Heleoy, I beliove orneeelnter thic, Cartainly
Hleloin did. ¥ Eeo deeried--"enininz r$ nleh levwel Tonbinc.t Tho 3-17
hod proved itecdf oocinetd fixel objechivess ovon thow 'k leos cfdeclive
o, oined wonenvorele borpote, it::. rerformonce 1r.e oomebter of dorreo
off offectivencss rnd Yehould nod Te 1rrmed by suncriicicl considerction
into rétcomted proof of the heovy borbers! uneallr 0ility Tor rttock
of rrmeuverine. rurfrec torzebs.! Cmee orain ke cenveercd $he recoonc
for the Ttombere' zcore in tikc Douth Freifie: MCou wmacturs Ticldss
Tock of rudnbonsnce rod relicl eoobob crevna, rdveres 1oatiker, in-eourate
intellironge roports, no onporbuanity Yor troinin- due to ghorto oo of
fuel, ensinco rnd owsrationsl peocereity, incdeounte mointoinance of
boop ei-kite and instrunonts, occarionsl omsretionsl micdircction, ond
alirrs cxbrene Tencesess1l those contrivabed o thr difficuliics fzelns
Colons)l Bruricrr. Yo the lick mues be cdded tre enemr¥e elucivesers,

his mronsacity o dcle

-

hio kooiled e of effoehblve B=l7 woaro, om

odventoso of vesbhcr conditions, llalzin~ dne rllortnce vor oll theoo
5 q;é, N N vy
= Rian- 2o ,.a.:ﬁa 1‘{“‘?:{"{??_’[’: 4-};
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fectors tke results cculd uot bo concidered on Montirely s.;ut:s.sfﬂ.ctory, "
tab tker provided cn indicotion of wivt could te rchieved with wdcoucte
o 20

toses cnd (orgebs vithin renmso of fully losded ciremafth,

ithe Qomurnding Cencreld, AST snmr fully owore thed looistiosl
difficuitics hod circumscrited offectlve conduet of higheoliitude
boxborénont in the South Preific. He uresed Hormon to neize every elford
0 overcomo tho ocwvsboeles rnd to wunly o minirmm of nine bombere
grodnet curfnee torgebr In order to conrerve his ctrilzirg Toree for
performmmes of ohttoe: nigrions. Sueh tetion, Gerersl dcnold rominded
COLBELSTPLC, vould Wrreatly facilitste my ol of imolexenting the .
vorions theater commrnders vwith cderunte nlr eculpment and ;oersonnel."g

Yhic problean of propoer emplogment of heavy-bombordwment clreraft
var one not yot fully throecked oub. It vas irvizgomce for the local &ir
comnondeors to vebeh their hsavy-bembrrdment crous devoling go much
tize ond energy to gewrckes, yeb no oSher circraft on the swot couldd
press honme om «ffective georeh in the fres of oir orpocition., Genered
Eormon urped CCILEORAC to emnloy Dudsons to cupplemcnt the F31'c
cnd BL1%Ye, omd $hot bhe Budsonas be moved forured to Gundrleanal just

23

ags soon oo condiilons would pormilt, Tet the fneb remzinel that for
lonmdintanee ren cooreh, no ploase sveiloole could mobeh the B-17.
Orisiecdly it ked boen esmamed thed the FET's would crry out the

pabrol misslont, Wub the ~rerd vednerobilifty of the Orbrlina rendered

4

26
£
it oo relicbie. I7 it somwrocched An enemy crrrior tho contood
. could not be meintainod--in fret it misht wover even be node. Tneny
rodnr would revend the nreosenge of the Cabtrlins rnd the adr coub.s
‘N f:-: ™ I“"
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natrel wvould destroy the Tumterin~ flwin- boab “rfore it cizhted the
Jenunose tuds foreo. three of the firet four F3¥'s to conbact carriers
verC ~a0% dovm, vbile in the fourdih inotraee the ploane foiled to mol
the conteet, In the Tifth, the plone mcde the contact, scnt off its
renort, tica 1o rhot fown 19 mimates loter. "Oonbtract to thot on the
ofternoon of the 12%h of Uswerbor, o B-1Y mode i corrier contoet ¢t
280 nmiles north of Guudrleonnl, moinicined it for gm rours fduring

bl

which time it rhot dowvm rin zoros, cxd returaed. W

w0 vordar thon tkat COUAIRROP.C wolued $ke rbility of bhc hervy
toxbers fo search the rrea obretehine 500 milor nmovthiest of Jepiritu
Scnto. Admirnl Fitch credited the Pel7's vith o si-nificmnt skore in

23

the oueeers of the leot two mejor mkttles,” vhile Colonel Suanders ook
consideratle pride in tholr vorir cven thowrh scorchin« nos loss
rpechuculor thon the ctrize ninssions. IEe~cpilese of the outobonding
nerfornonee of B-1l7'c in this dircetisn, it renrescnted o diversion
from the rvalleble sbrdling pover cad 1as not o suhisfrctory cituction
in the eyes of the alr commenders, It vos coreed thet heovy-borbordment
roralroncente for the Bouth Froific ckould be co:;';r.utoi ot the bosis
of uging B-L7'c mrimordly os ¢ strikin~ Joree, thot their use in
reconnniononee ckould be limitcd to rxoor vkere hoghile sircrcft mi~kd
be expected, &dr rezrch proecrly chould te done by wabtrol mlines,
shorcebioccd recomnnisromen airercfd ond floot ~leaes, rnd it vo

rointed oub thet ure of goomlinos vhorever poreible not only vould

lisnten the burden uwwon th> hoowr bombors bub cloo would relicve

conzestion of tho cirdremos. {‘:ONHDE!\VH fi‘l
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It ic not diffieult to underrtond ihe socitlon of CLLIAITRLS,

o

€0

. It 1o oelfecvident thed hic most effective voocon of recounsiscance
var the E17, rrd vitkout cdemnte Informotion oo to encny flect nove-
ments, Ldpired Holceyle counteor blows vowld hove besn ceriously
handienoned, Leovertheless in Sashingbon, Gonersl Arrolé vwer reluchond
to sze hic offensive stren~th micdirecied, Cn 24 Jovember he looued
insfroetione thot the Flons stoff ovrenore o lebter for ddmirsl Eing,
cettin: forth rooscnc vhy the 63 Fa¥Wls in the S0FLC chould be caployed

z3

ingbecd of the heevy bombors,

Cn 17 Leccnber Geperol Lrnold cent hig letter fo Aduirsl Hing,
rovicwing the xroblems foeins the locel commenders of the B.l7's,
tad ureing that fuller ure te made of the Catcdioas - in recomnsiscazco
worize He wos Preriously concerned® by reportc from Goaersl Horcon.
Vhile sdmitding. thnt rogulte obirined by the heovy hombers in the
recent tirveces cetiong hed boem Yrelsbively lizited," he eited the
nececoity for eomloyment of ot lecet € to 15 circraft in simulicnecus
attoelzs unon rencaverings curfree terpchrs to nehieve curecess, Ukic had
not boen done in the SBouth Foeific, thore,os ke rnointed ocut, the
najority of citocizs bed Been by ~inle civercdt or very smell formations,
Since feilure to emmloy mass strongth vas not due to Llochk of FTouwillerity
on the port of the trheater comander »-ith the breie nrineinles of zdr
eaplormend, Gonorsl frnold concludcd thnt throe bacie foetors interlercd
vith pronor wiilizatlon of kheavy bomborinment,

. Firet uns the &iseim:tion of the mokerticl striliing foree of £.1Xw

reft cnd erevas by tnelr emolorment in routine wmutrol micsionn, To
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alleviate this condition, the Commanding General belleved that

. fuller exploitation of P8Y's, under conditions of accepiable risk,
would substantially sugment avallability of the 5-17's.°° He recos-
nized the justificatlon for an occasionzal diversion of hombers and
thelr combat crews to recomnalssance misslons, bub felt that only
the anticipated presence of enemy fighters should make this necea-
gary. He reminded Admirsl Eilnpg of a factor which 1s too frequently
overleokedd that successful performance of high-altitude precision
bombing missions can rezsonably be expected only if the equipment is
functioning perfectly, and if the crews are in excellent physical
condition and at the peak of technical proficiency. Without adequate
rest, sustalned practlce in bombing techniguna, and opportuntty for
melntensnce of equipment, somethlng less than successful performznce
might be expecied. Genersl Arnold further pointed to the inadequacy
of base facllities, specifically to the delays in completing the
program for enlarging and improving the fields at Espiritu Santo
and Ifate. As a finzl point, he cited the lsck of aviation fusl
at Guadeleanzl, which prevented staging of sirike missions azainst
the concentrations of shivping at Buin and Faisel. 3ui full ubiliza-
tion of F3Y¥'s for routine patrol missions would releass the land-

based bembers for thelr proper missions.Sl

Thiy offart on the part of General Arnold to ssecure proper

exployment of the B-l7!s dld not bring immediate results, Out in

. the South Pacific Genersl Harmon continued to press the point with
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COMATHSOPAG, Admiral ‘.5’:11'.r.:h."-7”'3 Recognl zlng that the presesace of siiff
fighter opposlition over Zuka and sSuln inercased the hazard faclng
. the reconunalssance planes, General Arnold relterated the necassity
for conserving the heavy bowbers for appropriate bombing operations
by reduction of search operations, while his air plammers toock the
following viewpolnt: "In thls war there will never be heavy bombers
in guificient mmbers to justify thelr indiseriminate use on
nisslons diversionary in character. n33
Employunent of B-17's on search mliaslons may well have been
diversionary, but the information which the planes brought back
was absolutely vital to the theater coumander and could have been
obtained in no other way. OCoast watchers were able to observe enenmy
movements on shore and the arrival and departure of shipping, but
oanly the B-17's could cling to contacts made with large task forces
underway at sea. On two occasions in the great November convoy
battle the bombers had performed excenilonal service in tracking the
enemy.m The burden upon the Army's bombers was lightened in time,
but not umtll 1943 when the Havy's PB4Y's arrived in the theater
and not untll 1t was discovered that the P-38 mede an excellent
search plane for the daylight run over Ba'baul.as
How then could the effectiveness of the alr effort be improvadi
General Harmon saw slight hope for improvement under existing cir-
cumstences. Only by personal and constant contact with operations
could he insure that missions would be planned and executed in
accordance with proper doctrine. There was nead for a competent
CONTIDENTIAL
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gtalf whick understood the varlous categorlies of Army alrcraft,

- i

. Further, to secure maximum resulis there must be an alr commander
vho wnderstood intimestely the capabilitiesg and limitations of his
forces., "In short, operational control 1s the culmination of the
vhole effort, It ig the heart and soul and guts of the whole
business and no one can bulld uwp a force, traln it, dispose it and
swply it and be held responsidle for its operationnl effectiveness
without some direct contact and influence on its operational control. n36

In practice then, 1% was evident that Generzal Harmon was belng
held partially responsible for whatever deficlemecles the South
Poclfic 3-17's had revealed in their operations, without being able
%0 wield operational control to remedy the errers. 'There was o ery-
ing need for closer operational control over Army alreraft; in order
to achieyve it, COMGERSOPAC pegan work on a proposal for the authori-
zation of a South Pacific air force. Alroady he had ouilined a plan
for General Arnold., Now on 29 November he submitted to the Chief of
Staff his recommendations for authorization of a new Army air force,
stating that it hed become "lmpossibvle for me as Commender of all
Army forces to exercise dlrsctly the command responsibility of air
unite that is required and necessary to insure thelr preparsdness,
proper distridbution and sccomplishment of operations to the extent
of which I am responsible. w37 go proposed that the new force be
designated a part of the command of the Commanding General, U. S.

. Army Forces, South Pacific, and that Brig, Gen. H. ¥F. Twining be

naned commaonder, as the best qualiﬂed. officer avallebie, Fhe alr

- ;‘715.11* l\tfﬂ-’n‘
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foree should include a bomber and fig,htez' conzand whose commanders
. would be selected locally., Inltially it would be charged only with

such administrative and supply functions as were pertinent to exist-
ing reguirements; edministrative and loglstic responsibllity would
remain with Headguarters and Services of Supply of USAFISPA (shoxrt
tltle of Harmon's command), Briefly, under his proposal, General
Twining would be charged with the responsibpiliity under General Harmon
for:

{1} genoral supervision of all alr aetivities exclnsive of
those resorved to SOS snd USATISPA

(2) the distribution of units and forces pursuant to plan of
operationnl employment as determined by COUAIRSOPAC

(3) all training activities and proper indoctrination

(4) rotation o.i' and plang for replacenent of combat and
maintenance erows

{6) comaznd ilnspection to determine status of tralning end
proper executlon of combat migsions

{6) coordination with plans of COMAIR for operatlonsal employ-
ment,
in additlon the commander should functlon in an advisory capaclty
to COMALESOPAC In the preparation of plans end igsuanece of orders
and as an intermediate ageucy in the chaln of command for opersiional
employnent as determined anpropriate by GOI&SOPAG.gB

. Implementation of this outline, it wns bolleved, would ald in

oliminating the continued :practice 0f dealing directly with subordinate
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uaita: in other worde, it would schieve nnlty of command,

. Thers was Teascn encugh to cause the alr commanders in the
South Pacific to seek the establishment of an antonomons air foree,
All alr operations were under direect control of COMAIRSCPAC, who
operated from Espiritu Santo. General Harmon had no control over
his unite and no air orzanization existed. 3oth combat and service
units wers under the commanders of the various island hases vho
conirolled trainlng funcilons as well as the defenses of the par-
ticular base, One of the most pressing probvlems raised by this
arrangement was that of supply, since COMGENSOPAC lacired advance in-
formation as to when units might move, and therefore he and his air
staff were in no positlon to know vhnt supplies would be required
for forward a:eas.39

General Harmon was moast anxious to further the development of
the air forece, urging the Chief of the Alr Staff on 8 December to
fpugh 1t along.® Much could be done wit:k an alr force working
clogely with Admliral Fiteh, he beliaved, even though operational
control was lacking, As it was, he found "too 1ittle imagination
belng exercised in the employment of our Alr Force."% Even while
the letter was on its way to Washingbon, General Harmon receilved a
mesgage indicating that the Chief of Staff hod not wasted any time
in debate., On 5 December Gemeral Marshall sent out a dispatch
informing COMGENSOPAC that the AAF units in the South Pacific were

. desisneted the Thirteenth Alr Force.*l No details as yet had been
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worked ont; in faect Washington had not yet received General Harmon's

(g

i

—RT
.

own outline dated 30 November, 3IZubt the first step had been taken
toward activation of & new Arny air force. Once before, early in
June, plans for a Scuth Pacific air force had been under discussion,
one which would inelude the "Five Iglands" of Canton, Chrisimas,

the FiJjis, Yew Qaledonia, and ‘Eonga.ts;.'nu, but the idea had not

ma.tured.ég

Only the experienca of aclive operations against the enemy
in the South Pacific had brought home to all concerned the necessity
for such an organlzatlon. Generzl Harmon was enthuslastlc over the
possibliities arising from establishment of the Thirteenth Air Force.
He reporbed that both Admirals Halsey and Fitch were sympathetic to
the 1dea and that he intended to establish General Twining's head-
quariers at Esplritu Santo, immediately adjacent to Admiral Fitch
vho was moving aghore. Thus there should be an improvement in the
employment of alreraft arising from the opportunity for joint planning
and supervision of t:v.ct!.vfl.iﬁ.es.‘:1=3
Little time wam lost in preparing the ground for the new alr
for¢e, Consiitublon of Headgquariers and Headausrters Squadrons,
Thirteenth Alr Foree, XLII Bomber Command, and XIII Fighter Command
was accomplished on 14 Decembor 1942 and General Harmon was so informed
on the following day.'% Pergommel for the force were to be furnished
froa unlts in the fleld and within the existing authorized strength
of the forees under COMGESSOPAC, although Generz) Harmon was requested

to eubmlt to Generol Armold his recommendations for T/0ts for the

GO ADETIAL

L 3y
- i
S P A L LR

w -

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW E012958

' fmj‘i’”‘ 1

. S

newly constliuted headouarters squadrons, Furthermore it was azsumed
that he would transfer part of the originsl fighter and hombardment
. gsectlons of Force 9465 to the new alr forca.45
COHEENSOPAC recognized that command responsibilities of both
borber and fighter command would be restricted because ¢f the wide
dispersion of the alr unlts ln the South Pacific and the peculiar
situation regarding command of island bases, Hence he felt that the
headquarters squadrons of the new fighter and bomber commands did not
warrant full strength; for them he suggested reduced T/0's, He be-
lieved that initlally bomber and flghter commande couid funetion in
a doal capacity as staff agencies of the alr forece commander and as
comnand unlis of restricted jurisdiction and responsibilities; as
opportunity for lncreased coperatlounal control developed, he would
recomnend appropriate augmentation.%
Thus 1% was upon these general prineiples that the Thirfeenth
Alr Torce was organized, Already Harmon had considered the problem
of reorganlszing units in his command, which were operating under old
tables of organization; on 23 December the War Depariment requested
his recomnendations for reorganization of all alr wnits and associated
services operating wnder old T/ 0'5.47 Without walting for a reply
and becense of the repeated requegts which Harmon had sent in, the
Chief of Staff granted to COMGEISOPAC guthority to reorganize under
new tables of orgenization all unlts of the Thirteenth Alr Force,
including assoclated service units.48 Activatlon and further organi-
. zation of the new alr force were delayed a few days pending receipt

of final approval from ths War Tepartment. Vhen sent, this activation
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letter, dated 4 January, repeated the outlina of 14 Tecember and
subsequent discussions; it wes finally dispatched by special air
mall late on & J'anuary.ég
The Chlef of Staff had modifled some of General Harmon's
original suggestions, He deemed if inadvisabls to eliminate en-
tirely the fighter and bombardment sectiona; of the 7/0 of Headquarters,
Force 9465; although 1f these sections were to gerve as source as
source unlts, no replacements for them were authorized, nor for any
other source units. ¥Furthermore, headquarters of the XIII Fighter
and XIiI Bomber G'ommands vere not to be organized at more than cadre
strength, nor could equipment for them be regquisitioned wmtil the
situation warranted and VWar Department approvel was obtainea.so
However 1t was recognized at the time that a change in the tactieal
situation might require a siandard air force organization in the
Sowh Pacific.
It was obvlous that this was to be a field air forece, All i%s
versonrel must come from sources already under control of COMGEISOPAC,
vho wae enjolned from requasting fresh replacements, restrictions
vhlch undoubtedly served to hold down the strength in the arvea to
that already committed by the Combined Chiefs of Staff., But a major
problenm faced General Harmon in his efforts tc provide the commanders
and personnel who were to operate the Thirfeenth Air Forece. 3By the
end of December consiructlon of office and housing focilities for
General Twining immediately adjacent to Admirel Flich's headquarters
. on Hspiritu Santo wag progressing rapidiy, end Genersl Twining
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expected shortly to move up to hig nevw command together with Golonels
Jemleon, MceCornick, Strother, Mand whomever olse he can pick wp. #52
The key personnel came from USAFISPA, bub General Earmon had
t0 inform the War Departrent that this hard-pressed organizatiorn no
longer could fornish additional officers to fill the needs of the
Thirteenth Air Force, the I and II Island Alx Commands, plus a
rumber of service comnmands scattered over the South Pacific., As a
consequence his own ataff rapidly had fallem below its minirum re-
guirenente, seriocuvely hoandicepping the conduet of operations.in the
arez., In response to his urgent sppeal for lnereassed alloimenits of
personrel, Operatlons Dlvision undertook e study of the needs of the
gservice organizations; DPBecognizing the perconnsl probdlem facing
Genoral Harmon, the Chief of Staff directed on 13 May that the former
be parmitied o0 requlisition fillers and replzocements for the gource
units. Haormon was so informed on 19 May, bubt meanwhile the new alr
force was obliged to begin 1ts operations on a very slim ma.rgin.ss
Cn 13 Janusry 1945, General Earmon achlveited the Thirteenth

54

Alr Force,”” and General Twining established hie headquarters at

Begpiritu Santo, Col., H. B, licCormiel was designated Bomber
Commander, CGol., Dean C, Strother was designated Fighter Commander,
end the new Chlef of Staff was Col. Glen C. Jamison, who had served
as G-3 at USAFLSPA since July 194-2.55 The new air force was stronger
on paper than in asetuality. No real alr orgenization as yet existed.

Hence much of the sdminietrative and suwply service of the Thirteenth

wag carried on by USAFISPA for a conslderable time.
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there was no zlr service command, that function having been carried

. on by an alr sectlon withih Services of Supply, whaich fortunately
was commanfed by an AAF officer. Only gradually was the new air
force able to assume the position of & self-sustaining unit. Ite
first Chief of Staff, Colonel Jarison, aptly deseribed the concltions
surrounding ite birth: "We had no authorization for TBA equipment or
anything else, so we borrowed, begged, and stole what we conid to
establish a head.q_ua.rtera.“ss

It was not clear what the new air force could accomplish, Its

establishment in no way altered the basle pattern of operational
control of aireraft in the South Pacifiae, which remained as before
with COMATRSOPAC, (enersl Harmon emphasized the fact that the
Thirteenth Alr Force was dlstinctly a part of bls command and that
he must retain direct responsibility for and control of all matiers
affeeting administration, supply, movement, and training; that he
retalned the right to insist upon observance of sound principles,
doctrines, and technigues of amploymen’c.sv For the present, however,
the Thirteenth's control over operations must remain upon an advisory
basls, dependent in large part upon the relations between General

Twining and Admiral Fltch.
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CUUILIRLC hed dirvcebed kot pll mrkoto rriphic :eobtivitien should
ve rooled under the dalrsction of tho tronter 2ir comawmder, Tab Lotk
Colongl Skerman -ad Conorcl Megmon 4id overybhin:; moscilble to cetetdicn
3

the inteqmrity of tkeir own rhobogrimaic cffort, Cordeinly it oo

evident thet exisotin- freilitics hed veen dncdemanbe %o moel She necds

of tar 5th ond llth Louberd=ent Groups. Colourd Scanders eenly felt

the nired Tor o muotoyrinkhic inturprebztion nnit in hiy owm groun

boecass of the difficultics he hed encownbercd in reccivins cercdlt

for ®its or dom- e o murdree voscels, even then verified iy sovirsl

A

nlrercft croume There tur difficulty oo in complying vith routine

recuortc from Wechinsbon for zhotorr-whic evidence of the omuritlons

of the hoovy bozhers. Ia Gctober Gonernl Arnold krd recuected such

evidenee for ruclicity murpecceo;y in rerly Genemd Err-on found i
receserry to moint out thnt tlc only phkotorr:vhie frzilities svoilivle
in the reez vers those choord Curdips, :nd thot thege were erbremely
linited. It even &rd ecn difficudlt to coceure encurk photographs 1o
aseiet Coloncl Scunders in his ovm operctions, 4nd rinze the coxlier
ncgebives from Corpise werc sent on to CIUOTAC ot Feorl Hurbor, renrinto

5

vere not reniloble to USSR IEEL,

. Groerel Eromonlc mroressl to 2levisite thic situntion was the

ecteblickzent of o2 air foree photo ~roun even thowsh il vould opernte
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undcr control of CCIIAIESAC. He pointed cut thet the T'nvy wog scmding

.&_ PR R

. Fhotoprannors mmd enuires on rll itg Tovbing nicclons ond inberprobing
tho reculte, vherens the 1ith Grouwp, uith scven Hed® croerrg in
8
cozmioslon, hid melbher troined mhotopsr: phers nor medntzincnce men,
¥hig provlem of sceuring eouipmeat nd personnel to errrr on phobo-
crhic intellirernce unon cn inderendent bopis vrs not new, In Qebober
Gencrel Foroon bogrn rpreccing for more ciecructe emnirment, In response
to o cuery he infermed Gererel Zfrsiexerer thnt his niniman roouirensnt
vas one pkoto mop-ins ceucdron (nd one rhoido rc'conru:.'i?s'az;"nce CONORO,
cach lese tvo D1lizhbe cad corwrizing oi bt civerclt, Soortly cfber
thic resuc~t vend in, Jecr Afm, Jokn S, leCoin, ro Chief of the Zureu
of Aoroncubties, Torucried to tho lunitions Lnrirnnent Committec (Adr)
o recucst for 1€ photosriphic I=IB's rmaA 18 BuSE nirerrft. Streesing
the need for cueh wlones, MeCoin steted thot theoir delivery would
definitelr be ornlied cgeinst the 18472 sllocntionc of the types to the
Yowye I thio echeme o dmprecticrtle, he sus-estod no oa sdternabive
the assismment of Army mhoto coundrons Lo the cmwhibious forecs inm the
Ereifie, Jlthousn he rrented thot ruck » solution nromerly belonged bo
the Joint Chiefr of Bbcff cnd emmecred inexpedicnd cince the Lavy
plready bod oweilcule troined nersormel omd ecuipmnt.s
Conernd Arrold kocndly mmprecictoed the meed for n2rirl nhoterreniy
in the Scuth Peoeific, bubt ¢ hie Tointed out, thers cilmwly vere nob
enva~h cirercit $to ;o cround. Lach mlirne modified for pkotosrsphic

. Turreses reduced tie nusber sveileble for comtod cllocotion and ke

tns very reluctrnt to divort ooy rore sirernadt from trhelr primery
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DUrnOsE, Houwcver, tve AAF unite proseobly vero orrﬂm.fved for ocsslymments

-

the 17th Froto Eeeomnoiscomee Senrdron (lece onc 1‘13‘.:*111:) vith eicit Feb
airer: £, snd ke 18%h Fhoto lnrrnin~ S~urdren (Lece one fli{ht) vith
9
eirht B-28's, Lhe 17%h Reconnaiscence Scuwedron hiod been reduced by
one flizht below full strength beeourme of tke necessity for holding to
o minimaa the divercion of P~78%s from firhter wnite. It wos ccheduled
to denort by L Doveubor 1842, buh the 15th Fhoto llarning Soundron would
not e rocdy until souetime In Jeorworr 1943 oulns to the necescify ror
converting the Eu6Ve for nhobogrophic wn..lo Phe intelligence
or~enlzation voe beol stercd furbhsr by the orrivel b Dowmes of the
il
4th Froto Loconnpircones ond i Groun on 22 Lovewser 194%.
Shic srouwn 1om the unit to vhich the verious phote intelligence units
leter vere officially ntbtocked, slthouh the relotion beobucen the gsroum
1z

heodeurrtors rud it oobordincte vnits wne never very clonc. "

Vith the crrivel of theeo unite, there was nurked lemrovement
in recarine cdecusheo whatopreonhic coveroe cnd dlsirivation, clthoush
peoner eandipment rrd not et reccrod tbe bheotor. Somc doubd ted
¢ o the nbility of P=00la in the foee of encmy Ti~htocr ormocition.
Cexly in February, ot the dime the three originel E~28's destined for
thie 18th llomnin:: Soucdron vere in the homdes of M50 rnd reziy fov
ferryin-~ to the 3oubth Pricifice, the Chief of the Alr Steff inforxed
Cencesd, Hormon thed E-2B%s were reportcd ra overchicunslly unouibed,
Since they uvowld omurcto without cecort ond vere limited to o celling

of 17,003 feet By tiodr henwy ceondirment, valner:bility wvould be high.

Thercefore it usne wlomncd to roploce the rolium bonbers vith four S-24tg,

. , o ‘

U kT T R ’ ) ) e r
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viziceh were consifered ihe coulvelent of oipht n-.,a's, Toxr rhotorrimhic
13

. ‘l*:OI‘I:.

llcopiny 8wodron. He urged cvery nosrible action to cpeed delivery of

Errpon imscddntely coreed to the vlrn for roeccuinping the 181k

the nev 42410 o5 om oorly écte in Uareh, but by 10 Pebrucryr the Tlrst
rlone kod juct been rocigned for inectellotion of ecmizment, Filling
Hke ochefule vould devend upsn $the ouccess of the initlsl test.“
Genorol Tuinin: wee hipbly oredbified with $ie merfomminee of the
ncy ualte, The 1YL Focomnolesones Soundron ruleldyr poid for itaclf
in relievins the heovy bomvers of thelr dcily recommnirezonce over the
Soleomong, on oneradion vhickh hed becone inerensingly costlv. Yoverthee
less it hod been o difficnlt $cel to convinee the lovy of the feasibility
of cuck rcconsalsrance vhcn done by wmodified FP-f3'r. Cener:sl Twining
cad tke proup comznnder, Li. Col. Chrrleg P, Hollsteln, mercicted cnd
ceventuolly cont the FuBAle on longerance mirssions £ll the oy to Boboal,
Thic cebion further reduced herry-tonber losscoy altozctter, tke

.Y

wetivities of the . 4th  Groun ilnerenced both the quolity cnd cuontity
of intellircnee in:fomation.la

Ihere obill vas sn incdeounte Body of intelllecnce mersonnel in
the cren, Adnircl Holeeyle cetivotion of o conblncd intellisence
conter on 1 Jomuory hed reeulbed in the abrormbion of cericin echoloms
of the G2 section of UBAFISFA, vhich 1cd in tura %0 o necd for oa

inerergo in merconncl, Rorercl Hermon recuested nince wddditioncd

. intellisonce officers, five of vhom 1ore fo be froined in alr combet
intelllcncc, s rempircnonts vere coulckly rocosmized ind the

Sk _

\ J\&“\l) \\ e ow )::_; ?.
- rem E | g Yot t ;T £ ) i--~.gk:‘l1
- j e e e
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merconncl vero wreénared for cnizment in Jcbrucxy, o be folleiwd by
16
. the nhoto Inbellliscnce debockment wilch ko co urgently nceded.
Croeretione in the South Feelfie brousht <11 services into cloge
rolabionching in some mhreocs of intellirence the amolyemction later
tecome clmost complete. On Cundelecnsl itself all comtat intellijence
voriz hed becn eorried on by the lorinas ond tke Jovy throuchout 1942
They had provided normol intclliponce esetivitics for 2ll the Arpy
units, bobh fishbcr cnd bomber, os sell os for their ovn 8o, BF,
cnd B4AF pilotr. The intelli-ence officer of the i<t llerine Alrcrafb
“ing, CGol. J, C. IMamn, URIC, hrd srrived on 3 Bepbember vith Gen. Eoy
8. Coincr, Tour doye lobter Jumn was Joimed by tuo losel Intelllsexce
officers, I%. Bozer Yert cnd Lb. (Joge) Se 8. S-vace., Jor the ensulng
ronth theos fro inbellirenee ofricers vorlzod vith tke 67th Jignber
Scoedron, briefing them, furnicking the flov of intellisence, ~nd
7
hondlin: thelr rc:::-art,c:.l LY oo some dine down on Ueniritn Sconbo
two other lavsl Intclli-enee offiecre, Dte Cnil &, Zure: end It. C. G
Colt, vere worling vith Colonel Srunderet? 1lth Grouwn, thich brd cone
out vithout cmy intcdli-~ence oiTicer of ite ovn., In Uotober tkere
tuo exencnsed ploect with Lbs. Kont cnd S-veype, vhe then carricd on
Uitk tie B-17%rc until tke crrdvil of L. Corcorcn <hom cnd Cond. Troxds
Curens ol the St Groun.
Yhe Tallz of the collecebion rxd dircominntion vor't ves done o

L%, Conmire Wel Chener'n Lrwnl Adr Conbot Intellijsenge Somber, vilich

. meintained of its hecdeounrbore dovn in Doumen £ rool of imbellisence

officers, Ferrompel éro-m from this wmool rofoted through Gurdelerncd,

(0‘” 1 i iiwﬁ SORTERE REN

I S n—-—-—-—-.—g;aemﬁt il
|'vp_?‘.|““ll “i"%\igq-tv’\‘&‘
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Depiritn Srnbo, cnd lew Crledonis, remoining in the theobter ~nd thus
beeomins ownite femilicr 1ith the orew. They spent evarox ~telr 2

ponthe coeh ob Zendorrcon, vere trourki boelr to Noumor, then coved

un to Zewiritu fomto o serve on Corkiss. Althoush bheyr vere not

o)

jdentified vith rarticul=r sconcdrons, therr were well tr=ined for tkLe
thorter rnd the cystem elinincted tke mecesgidy of cending green

18
nen to the foricrd comb~h rroze Sver the inkelligenes officers

chtocksd to corricr reuctrons toomorarily boocd of Hepderson Pitted
into thisc robbern, rnd it wvos thls orponization thicn cobeesuently
sorved the SrmpYo oir eoundrons vorkzin: oub of (uadoleoncl, wven
into Jraucry ro drvmy olr intelligence officers ucrc obetionad
pormanentlr on tke i~land, ¢lthourh ocecsionclly come of the inbelli-
;encc officors rosismed bo the Btk ond 1lth Crouns would cecompriuy
¢ Bel? ghrilimg: forec up fren Lermiritu Sento fo ren-in o Tew doys on
19
Gacdclennnl,
20
Cn the irlrnd tke condrollinc crency oo the lnrine olir ving.
The erine wine collcescd torpot imforration wnd terpet rhotos
digtrituted them te tho bomber snd Lighter rroums, cnd ot the completion
of tke nicrion~ sent Jdotm £LL Terortr to leumer. .ornolly rrdlo reyorts
of omeraticnn rerc dicrnieched imrcdictely, follored by o detailed oir-
mail revorty cince thers nesrly sluays ure ot leaot one plorve er.ch
drz lecving Cardalecnrl for Uounca vic Leniritu Santo, o relisdle flow

b2
of cozbet rerorbs woe ovailoble in tie rear ereas,
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Liocts of the dirflewdty crose of leviritu Scmbo, 5o lons sz 1l
pLoto-eophic el eont 3 inbtollience - oxk wan Gome ~Tonrd furbian
iring in Zopomd Chammel, it 1o oxbremely Gifficulb to medatnin
relieble comwmaiccbions, Cfen over 1. kours would Te lozt in
sccorin:, o $cleshone connectlon vith the intclli-enee olTice oboord
tho chin, vhich made 1% moub altusrd Tor Coloncl Erumders in his
ppcroatione of the tvwo vombor prounc brred on Lemiritu. Very ofbten
the cuble line wowld Wrecd: co it scermel over tho corel botten vith
the rosalt thot for boure all vire companlertlone vlih ~idre vould e
rovercds ofben too tho B-l7 comacnders icre oblired do voit 3 or &
Govay Tor their whotosr.whs insbcrd of Loving owedlrble o 4~ or E-hour

22
gorvice viich they rermired,

Trore 211 1cec rwoblexs widcek krd 9 be overcenc in $he frovins
Gouth Preific comm-nds that ther vere overcoms ir citributodle in

~

1arse monaare to She decire off btk morsonned of the throo gerviesc
to rubacye their aifscrences ond cevelown rounitcd tosm, Toet bhere
vore mumtrons Siflercnecn canmob be derded, rmd the field of cozbed
Intelli-cnee veo no excowbions Dor cxizmle, tie OwB grotion of
USAFISE2L uns eritiesl of Coremdor Cnocolenbanh vhe vith eonniderolile
vijor ncd ovirsomt some indifference cad loe's of wndersbondin: 1ithin
$re nevol cownrmd in hig effords to cedstlich the SFFIU. Hoving
croected cn efficiont unit, ke oo reluctsnt to reccnt the develonzent
of . coxmobin~ Arpy phedo intclllicnee unit. Tob vlen tho wivste

nhoto unit moved cokore to its cunrtcrs only o fov rurds frea the cunp

of the ITkirboentn Air Corec, Comt. S. 0. Saith of the Ihdrbeenthlc JmB

. )
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cection muicldy oot biiched ¢
14

vori vibh tho 85IV orwnmizabion, corving

liciron officer botvecn the tvo orprwiucti

Within o short tinc o). Choarles Cox

noved uan do Cardolecm d, leowin, Capboin

unit wnbil the crd of loreh 1227, A nost o

sinec the noreoanel or SRFIU 1ore entirel
indicution of the =ethod by vhich corvice

by individucl

gy 2
L

offered other ormwles of epsrerstion.

woreo chbeonded oricfin~s on Sho Onrbiers,

asvel inbtellisence officors for ocosistenc

Quee tke nrwad waits moved orbiore, oo e
aott of the communieobione protlems werc
informction imroved necordinsiv.

Lmene the cir anlts in the Soudi &-
conbeh indelll,

falrds!
‘GEN

errly wioncerin- 4 of tke Cacdrleorn:l

gvidenee thoet rir comrnders noither ;-

in sho Bodtle of JMidv.s cud ko held $he

ropoed.  Ibe ovirzincd L1 kbo o the

CONTIDERTIA

«ble B0 coorornde in the fuce of noess-ibyv,.

£ ataj

in rec "‘ﬂl ion vae lichin- N 1T necoqoeny
troining recosniti leelzin s, 1t

v did in Jerpuary

<ace 1.2 coaebhing leos tlhan
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LONT .

thg

. UR.0, vio directed BFFIV,
Emith in ehray-e ol the novel

onoralous citu~$ion resuliel,

*

A

7 acvel. Yot it 1o o

—

wrerosstiver rore ovorcome

Intellizznce
L= moeetion of the rew cir
And rince coainnend Tor
7 to rely upon

20
icld oo well,

e in this £1
rod Pebvraooy,

clindneted cnd the {lovw

cific the function of cir
sohisfnetor; durin- the
erortisn.  Thors woe coneldersile

vedoted bLo: nmood for promer

intcliirence nor Tmeu oy o ubilige tie meon rt fhceir clanocrly

e
intelli-cnee officors tore 0o zuen Ysurwlus boc-ooe,” Whis ves
prriiculorly truc of the 11tk Croum, rame of vhore crorw knd prriicipcsed

, powad intelli cuce moa in

Sonth Frooifle nod not includsd
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rn Intollicnee officcrw, Tt “hen orerstlions vore Wespn it

. roplicel 1itkin the prowp thct cm B2 v ms rbeolubolr HOCCSSITV.
[leje. Grorpe dowvird texroririly noouzed thic duby rlthoush he vae o
flyin,: officcrs in fret it wme the ponersl role throu-boud the aren

iphter nd Ttomber squodrons detciled niloteo to curry om

ke tnds of pelnine tho confidence of combeb crows ocrd coucdron
commendcrs wop o Lforciduble one which texcd the loscnalty of fthe sa2ll
ourber of S-2's arairncd to tke 11tk nmd Bth CGrours, oventually it
van ceeomlicnod, but enly ofter muwen lochor, It ver o rource of some
caarrin fo the roun inbtellirernce officeras thet the Jowy hod nchiewed
o more rueceszful systen ol alr combet intellisence thnn the lozol
Lroy unibny emocificddly, the novrl peonle enjoyed closer coonerziion
from the rroun cnd seuodron commonders. In tho ori-incl hecvy bombard—
mend soucdrons the intelllirence officcrs ancver tere pdmitted comvletbely
into the confidence of tho flrvin: officeors tad they did not martlcipote

28

to oor extont in the ploaning of mlseione,

rne heavy boxbters in the South Freific oncrcied in o thezster vhere
conteet vith eurfree croft won o deily occurrcnes cnd nroper ideontifices
tion of theoo comtzets vos of prime immortouce to CUIBIRAC, Lro': of
froinin- in rovnl recosmition on Phe rort of the combob orevs continmed
bo mleae bhe indelli-ence officors, .rrhins ernd morchert vessols
sometines were corfused; so vere the trmoec of nowvel crcifte It s

. even dlfTicult to couvince the mecreh croun of th volue off thedr

information, w.orbiculirly negontive informstion, cund the S-2%s took
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noins to moint out the srood value of cccurcte ildcntificntion of tke

22

. vessoln thick hed becn si-hbed, Accurcie renorting of bthe niecions
we didficud . Somec eresvs anderctondcbly diecnmlsred more inferesi in
the plansg cket dovw in olry conbob thrnm in the rogults of thelr beobiang
ransy in ooy core it woo difficult to debercine the necurcer of reworted

0
vesalts  vithout photogriphic cevidence,
Lilrereft recogmition vos no less icnortsnt hore thon in the
Luropenn therter: cerbsinly it veg ezccatisl bo detoet the difference
botween the cnexmyls flyins boots cnd the F3Y, bdut durins the ccrly
dxre there oo neither couirmeont nor omrortunity for $rainin- in this
ficlds, Az for the record of cmemy nlence destroyed, Ganmcral Arnold
was vorricd. He tecepted the mounbing score ob foce valuey yobt 1%
favored the bombers <o heavily thet soversd cources beson to ouecstion
Phe reenrrey of the remoris, belicving thod Tther were erromcoucly
bared unon ~ Gumliecation of elrims by $10 or rore mlancs ensmned in
the soxe combot, It uns indeed en izmvorbant woins, for oo ke reminded
Gemoredl Hiraom, the onbire plen of atlr onerctions micht meferially te
.

cffeeted 1T crrors exicted, In ronly Cenernd Eryron surnoried the
wecarcey of ki~ roporbs, molnbins out thnd ¢ reet nort of $he conbat
in the thester hrd cccurred ketwozn rimzle B-17'c rnd snemy £i-bbers,
o Tector ~nich reduced the prooability of havin: wore thmn one crew
elaim dostruction of the seome fightore Yo enemy firaters vere cloimed

unless seen o exmlode or dlsinbtezrate ia tke rir, or croch on lizd

. or gony Tarthermore nocomnorigon 1ith rovel rocords indientod only
o2
minor diserepcncies. EO\“ ”)r \
PR s me ‘M-’v ,__“, v ‘ Vo ‘}?“*:*1,',:7
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In rotrocorcet, 11l theoe 4ifficulties oifcetin: oneriiion of
. combot intelliccaee ore roadily exnliechle. Fihe nroner function of
gir intellizcnee, oo underctood By tie Zoyal Lir SJoreo oxnd subsbonticdlyr
cdowiod by bhe Lrmy Lir Yorces, hod not yob flltercl dorm to 21l levels
of thc cir Forceo vhen the Solomenr cramznisn onered, 2Botk the Bth ond
11tk Croune h~d been lon=~ in Hoiwil +here thelr conticehd with tho croving
lmvwortrmec of eir intelliscnes wan mewrer, ond thisc wos clso true of
the fichter sourdrons, tvhicn lod the Lrsry units out to tre rreifie basee.
w0 offiesrs cpecificilly trained for the o nrl ~rovm up vith these
ponedrons Trom the corliect dwye oo cowhot wnite, vith the reanlt
thot the ftreincd perconnel odded lobocr vere foreed to ovorecze n reserve
end reeietonee before the value of thelr produet wos - cinowledred by
£1l the courdron lecders.  Gredustlr thie nhraee tac overeome +ith the
nid of o fev cooporcbive commimicrs, cnd by Dogedeer the ercvs inerecsin-ly
e

tesrn bo froonent the intelli-ence tents for ini‘ormtion.w ~mon thece
Tiret covcdrons thore -wre alvaye & fow reesleltront crovws tvho rozarded
cven norteniscion interrosction zo ¢o muach Muonsence,® dub o5 nover
neits renloeed then, intclliconcce voxin in the Soubh Erclfle camzmad o
gioture more ecormercble Gith tkat in the Suronain theoker,

hr record of orercblonsl intclligence in $ke Solomons compoirm iw
incorplete vithout mentlon of $he conbdribution of the Cocsh “ebchkers,
those voriz vos Invelusble to the oir crd sround commrmdrrs on Guoiclennsl,
their orronicertion hed beon cobablicheod chortly «Itcr the cutorosls of
. the rrr in Zurome :(nd nlnceed uwnder the Jurisdiction of the Lritich

Z4
rnd fackerlion colonl:l réminictration, Orisinsll~ it Junctioncd as
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a kind of counter-espionsge system, in vhich the personnel informed

. the colonisl officers of any evidence of fifthecolumn hostile activity,
but vhen the Japsnese inveded the Solomong in 1942 the Coast Wabchers
sosumed o nevw resvonsibility., Their personnel were drawn from the
ranle of govormmental dlstrict officers ond plantetlon orerztors, men
thorouchly femilirr with the topography znd nctives of the islands as
2 result of yeors of regidence in the srez. Althouch 1% had been
necegscyry to evacuate some of threm from exposed mositions, others
volunteered to remcin &b their wosts. These men knew the nztives,
spoke thelr lenguaze 2nd held thelr confidence; seversl of the untchers
neintained ninisture native arnies vhich were armed with salveged
wespons from croshed sircraft. So far as possible they traiped the
aztives to vateh for pllots who kad been shot down ond the resulbs
zchleved vere astonlishinsly successful. Pilots vere carefully briefed
on the precise location of these watchers omd also on the loection of
g£ll Christisn nissions, VYith this informotion cnd sided by the
cooperative efforts of watchers cnd naiives, a lerge number of pilots
shot down in corbat were eventuslly reburned to ‘oase.gs Epeh of
the vatchers maintelned & reile, As bthe pilobs or sircrews vere
plcked up by the notives and browcht inte the cosst uvabeh station,
vord would be sent back to Guadalcznal vhere z FEY wonld be ordered
out from Tulogl to effect the rescue., In some cases natlive cances
would furnish the transrortation: in others, thcqcoast wntchers!

. privete louneh would return the reccued air nen, =

lore immortent for taebicol purmoses vas the role of these men in

observing ond reporting enemy activities throuchout the Solomonse
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On Guadnlcanal Cept. W. F, M, Clemens of the Brifish Solomons Island
Defence Force had reported on enemy activities ever since the Japanesze
haé landed 1n June, and he was Ingtrumenisal in organizing a loyal
native patirol which observed enemy movements and aided downed airmen.37
The organlzation of which he was a part maintained regular radlo
connections with watchers on Maleita, Santa Isabel, New feorgiz, and
at several polnts on Bougalnville, particularly Buks and Buin, While
the near-by watchers were most useful for their rescus services, the
more dlstant ones were lnveluable for thelr accurate spot checks on
eneny alr and sea movements. Located in commanding positions over-
looking airdromes or harbors, they lived in constant fear of discovery,
yet thelr reporis rarely failed..ss Often they were forced temporarily
to shlft thelr location: sometimes like the smliles of Browning's
Duchess, all reports cessed together, indicating that the Jap
finally had found his quarry. But only untll a new volunteer could
te slipped ashore %o carry on the work. These men knew the Jap Yavy:
thoy could accurately report the classes of vessels moving through
their fileld of obmervation. Of greater importance to the alr commanders,
they sent surprisingly accurate warnings of air raids against Henderscn
Field, and their advance notification from the Worthern Solomons was
indispenseble to the defending Marlne fighters who required 35 to 40
minutes to elimb to the altitude of the attackers.” After the
great air battles over Guadaleansl it was the coast watchersa' count

of the retuwrning survivors which lndlcated in part how effective the

alr defense had heen.

On Hew Gecrgla native assiatance wag par-

Here the scouts enabled the coast watchers in the
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Contral Solomones fo inforam Guadalecanal very aceura:bely. not only as

T

t
S |

. to enemy construction, supplles, and movements but alsc of the exact
damage caused by bombing missions.m Other observers on Bougeinville
reported step by step the construction of the airfield at EKshili
and the advance fighter base at Buka; moreover vhenever poseible
they pasced on their spot observatione of the damage cavsed by bomb-
ing missione agalnst these polnts,

The velue of thelr reports should he weighed in connection with
the absence of any radar untll September and with the slow rate of
elinb of the defending fighiers prior to the arrival of P-38!'s. Re-
tentlon of Gmadalcanal was at best only achleved by the slenderest
of margins:; without the aid of the coast watchers at critieal points
the margin would have been measpursbly narrowed. General Vandegrift
rogarded their socrvice during the eerly period es one that 'cannot
be %00 highly recommended, "41 )

Cne activity to which all flying personnel in the Solomons owed
a high debt of gratitude was that of the PBY's or "Dumbo's” as they
were called with some affection.* Although thelr normal function
was patrol, thelr ability to land at sea, and to do thig in sur-
prisingly heavy weather, made them lnvaluable in rescue work. Many
gn Army pllob owes his life to the lumbering PBY-BA. No complete

record of Dumbo operations is available, although it is known that

* The name "Dumbo" originated from the voice call assigned by
. COMALRSOPAC to a PBY which Wms ordered to Tulagi on 24 December
tofoperate primarily as a rescue plane.® As a result of uaage
this call became the local desigznation for all PBY ﬁ\ﬁ eﬂ. %o

roscue vork, See note 42. CO\%
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" during the last 4 months of 1942 the PBY-5A's which were based on

Espiritu Santo oceasionslly were ordered up to the Solomons where
thoy remalned overnight at Tanamboge in Tulagi Harbor, performed the
ragcue mission, then returned to Espiritu the following day.42 In
mid-Decenber of 1942, WP-12, first of the "Black Cat®*squadrons, was
ordered to the Guadalcanal area to carry on night operations with
i%s FBYI.BA's and within 2 weeks its planes had performed twe rescue
nissions of AAF personnel.d’s

In January the Navy placed its rescue service on a more formal
basls when 1t asslgned two PBY-S5A's with three complete f1ight crews
to Dumbo duty at Halave Beach or Florida Island, just behind Gavmbu.
Normal procedure was to base the planes at Halavoe for brief periods,
10 daye to 2 weeke, then return them to Hspiritw, With their radios
tuned to the Guadalesnal control channel, Dumbo crews stood by their
planes on 20 minutes' notice. At the command from Henderson a Dumbo
detall took off, crossed the Sealari: Channel, and cireled Eenderson,
vhere the plane plcked up iis fighter escort whick then led the way
to the rescue.%, In most cases the landing would be made as the
result of the efforts of a coast watcher on one of the iglands. On
cccasion the Durbo would land within sight of enemy airfields and
within gon range of Jap warships to rescue Army pllots, Such a
dramatic event oceurred on 19 January whem a rescue plane flown by
Lt, G, E. Hoffman, US4R, sighted Capt. 8. A. Palmexr, commander of
the 66th Fighter Squadron, driftlng in & rubber hoat some 25 miles
south of the Bhortland area. Two enemy destroyers were rapidly

closing the 5 miles which separated them from the FEY ag the plane

[ S R —
Py e - 1

" i " —~ .
CONFIDENTIAL IRTE TSt et e AL

T
L HE A g e
L e N P LN

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

—ﬁf"""t 1 i‘;‘\ ¢ Tig \!
- - y ; .
r"" ‘—k\:i\x‘ Wwd%; %ww ’ J [y ‘!ﬁﬁ,f‘ }\Ji&

CO‘{\Y‘E\D’L\% ) o . L) k; ,y%*f"# W“\’ i‘ﬂ"} 107

let down for the landirg. Vhile the FHavy plane was taxiing toward
Captain Palmer, one of itp P-40 fighter escort crashed 2 miles

. digtant, whereupon Lt, Hoffman immediately texied over o pick wp
hls new and unexpected ecustomer before returning to Capiain FPalmer,
The take~cff and return flight wore successful; two more AAF pilots
lived to fly another d.zzn.y.é=5 The effect of all this upor the morale
of flight crews ls difficult to measure; certailnly the men who flew
the Turbo nissiong felt that they were malting 2 substantial contri-
bution and returned pilots agree.46

One of the difficulties which beset the new theater commender

upon his arrival in the South Paelfic late in July 1942 wes lack of
adequate air transpert, When finplly the problem was overcone, here
agaln, as in the case of 1ntelllgence, there developed a close-
working arrangemnent with the Marines and to a leaser extent with
the Navy. The neceesity for rapld inter-island communicatlion bhetween
the widely scabiered bases spd the transportation of key persohnel
and critical materials, caused General Harmon to request the lmmediate
avsilability of a minimmm of three C-47's or (-53's. To cover the
long overwater sireteh betweoh liow Zoalond and FTew Oaledonia he
asked for three 2-24's s poon as they could be made avallable,
viile three B7-13's or PT models wers recommended for the purpose
of mainiaining command inspection and supervision of construction
on New Caledonia, Fiji, snd New Zesland. His avallable aireraft in

e sultable category were limlied to a few small New Zealsnd planes
. 47
in the Pijis. LD\ \DLrﬂ' 1
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Obviously the need was pressing. Recognizing it, Maj. Gen.
Thomas T. Handy reconmended thot the B-24's be granted, two from
the September production znd oxe from October, but he was reminded
that of the estimated monthly production of 10, only 80 per ceat of
the estimated delivery figure could be ueed in the alloecation charts,
owing to oxcesglve optimlem on the part of the econtractors., Farther-
more the request ran sguarely into conflict with the Alr Transpori
Commend, since the entire production of the carge version of the 3.24,
regardless of the nunber produced, was scheduled for dellvery %o that
commend. If any hope for traneport planee remained, it was dampened
oy the statement that commitient to other theaters did not permit
allocation of such airveraft to the South Pacific at the time.*8

Since the transports were not available, perhsps General
Harmeon's requirement would be met in part by dispatch of smaller
types. Accordingly General Arnold offered to send COMGIENSCOPAC an
indefinite number of ¥puddle jumpers," belleving that these would
provide transportebion for local commanders on island bases and for
flights between small i1glands where the dlstance was not excessive,
General Harmon declined the offer. There were no distances that were
not too great for such planes. He lagked hongare for them and the
preva.i:‘!.ing high winds further ruled thenm out. Yhat wag needed were
18 advanced tralners; six each on New fzaledonia, Fiji, and Few
Zealand.49

This time he had more success and was Informed that atepa were

balng taken to gsecure mmall commercial-type transports, Allocated o
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the South Pacific were esix (esena 0--78%'s, which were to be erated for
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vater shipment on approximately 30 Saptember.so Thege would help,
but they did nothing to reiieve the meed for planes to cover the great
distances between New Zealand and the forward areas. Once again an
appezl went in to Vashlagton for a converted B-24, and General Earmon
added, perheps hopeofully, that delivery of such a plane would releass
one 3-17F to the 11th Bombardment Group for 1lts combal operations.
Furthernore bthls time he aslked for a four-engine flying Loat or an
amphibian plane to use between bases unable to accommodate land planes.
This latter problem was even more acute. No flylng boats were available
to the Army in the Sounth Paclfic and General Harmon was totally de-
rendent upon the Havy, whoss FBYX's were “as busy as bird dogs.! Des-
plie the need, nothing could be done aboubt 1t; noither o converted
E=-24 nor a flylng boat could be provided. Harmon was obliged to worry
along with avallable faailities.sl

General Harmon thus far had failed to obtsin adequate planes to
meet hls needs for maintainirg communications, but he had more success
in securing transports for tactical purposes. Vhen the Guadalcanal
campalgn onened, eneny dominotion of the sea approaches to the igland
prevented adequate replenighment of critical supplies, or evacuatlon
of eritically woumnded personnel to ths base hospitals in New Caledonlia
end Hew Zealond by normal surface transport. Distances to the rear
areas were greab; over 900 miles lay between Henderson and Tontouta,
vwhile it was nearly 1,200 miles down to Aucklend in New Zealand,o2
During the eritical days of early Septecber, Marine Aircrafé Grouwp 25
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(MAG.25) begen the task of flying 1ts 0-47's into Henderson Fleld,
. landing the first transport plane on Guadalcanal on 3 September.
MAG-25 thus became the nuclens for South Pacific air itransport,
carrylng on alone until joined by some of the (-47!s of an ALT
squadron in Octo‘ber.ss
In the days immediately following eatablishment of the service,
transports arrived rogularly at Guadaleanal to discharge 3,000-1b.
loads of F.X, supplies, candy, c;lgarattes, and mlgeellaneons itema
for alrcraft melntenance, These planes were eguipped with littera;
on each trip 16 such cases could be accommodated together with eight
sltting cages. As the first transport rolled to a stop at Henderson,
it was mot on the field by ambulances, patlents were hurried aboard,
and within 15 minutes it was resdy to take off.sé This procedurs
was repeated dally, alithough at times the operation suffared some in-
terference from the enemy. For example on 13 September Jap snipere
kept plene and personnel under fire as the patients were being loaded,
while on the following day Lt. James V. Walker was attacked by four
eneny flghters shortly after taking off for Repiritu Santo. On this
occasion the attempt falled; the effort cost the Jap all four of
his planes, chot down by Grumman fight-ars,,ss
This was the general outline of operations which General Armold
observed during his inspection of the South Pacific mrea in September.
Apparently he was impressed with the problem facing COMGENSOPAC, for
. 2 days prior to his departure from the theater hs requested the chilef

of staff to allocate to General Harmon one of the two transoort
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squadrons then preparing to move westward from Hamilton Field., The
other was to go to Australia. 56 Necesslty for additional training
in overload operations under inpirument weather conditions temporarily
delayed departure of the 13th Troop Carrier Squadron which had been
asslgned to the Soubh Paciflie. A similar requirement delayed the 334
Troop Carrier Squadron which, ftogether with the 6th Sguadron, had
been allocated to Ausiralia, All three wunits were ready to leave
during the first week of October, with departure of the 13th Squadron
scheduled for the 4th, that of the 334 for the following dey.57 It
wag well that they were prepared to move out, for the Jap was gather-
ing his atrength for a major offort agzeinst the defenders of Henderson.
As the C-47's moved across the Pacific, General Harmon was authorized
to hold the entlre 334 Squadron for temporary employment in his
theater, a move which disturbed the commander of the FLfth Air Force,
In a discussion of hls stratezlc problems with hig chisf, General
EKenney stressed the point that he could spearhead = drive clear into
Hadang in New Guinea if he had "£ifty more transports that didn't
get sand bagged Dy South Facific on the way out." He wag chazrined
to see his trausports held up short of thelr wlilmete goal; "That
busineas of grabbing off my ten transporis——raimsed the devil with
me," but even as he wrote, Guadalcanal was flghting for its life
end the trangport of fuel and ammnition by air was about the only
relisble supply channel left open to the defanders.58

In welghing the needs of the two areas, it was apparent to
Geéeral Arnold that the foothold in the Lower Solomons wes in a
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precarious positlon. Therefore, the 334 Squadron was held to suppord

112

alr transport activitlies in the South Paclfie, although the finsl
three of the squadron aireraft dld not leave Hawali until 22 October. 59
Iater General Arnold arranged to auvgment Kenney's transport reguire-
nents, suggesting that Harmon woric out an arrangement with the Fifth
Air Force wihersby he could continue to hold half the C-47's of the
334 Squadron.so
Although COMGENSOPAC now had his 13th Troop Carrier Squadron,
vwhlch had arrived at Plalnes des Galcos on 10 Qctober and hnd begun
operations into Guadaleansl on the lSth.sl he gtill lacked alsguate
facllities for movement between his forward and rear bdases. Accord-
ingly he continued to press for a (C-87, but had no hetter success than
vefore. MNoreover he was Informed that srrival of the 13th Squadron
and diversion of the 338 precluded any such agsignment. 62 However,
one rasult of General Arnold's inspection trip was the prompt assiegm-
ment to the South Pacific of & number of light planes for local
corzmunication purposes. Responding to o regnest from the traveling
Commanding General, 24 small I-4B "puddle Jumpers! were prepared for
shipment to the South: Paclfic: begiming 19 Oetober, 4 each day
noved out from the factory until the total of 44 (20 for General
Kenney) was met.ss
By Oetober then the transport situsntion had irproved, although
it s%ill was far from adeguate, When the alr echelon of the 13th
Troop Oarrier Squadron arrived at Plaines des Cealacs in central Few
Galedonia, it immediately joined the two Marine uti:l.ity squadrons
COMFIDENTIAL
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in the heavy task of supplylng the alr and ground defenders of
. Guadalecanal, Back on Espiritu thess flight crows loaded their air-

craft with bombs, exmmmition, and fuel., Flying wlthout any proteciion
whataoever for a period of over a week following the great Jap effort
on 12-14 October, the three transport squadrons helped to keep alive
the fighter defenses of Henderson Field with thelr 50-gallon drums

of aviation gasoline. During the closing days of October one plane
from the 13th dropped food and necessary supplies to isolated Marine
units on Guodalcanal, wiile frequently others brought out important
enemy prisoners as well as the regular shipment of wounded.

Late in November Admiral Fitch (OOMAIRSOPAC) took sbeps to ime
prove the entire transport service. On the 224 he dirscted the
commander of MAW-1 to orzanize the SOPAC Combat Alr Transport Commend
or SCAT as it was desiznated by short title, as a separate unib to
operate initially under OOMAIRWING One, At the same time he directed
General Harmon to assign AAT "trangport squadrons®™ to the opsratlonal
control of SCAT. Harmon of course did not have multiple squadrons to
agslgn: he had only one, the 13th Troop Carrier, Uhen SCAT was
organized in December, this squadron joined the Marine wnits and
henceforth operated under their ¢=anis::ol..£:”5

%he ground echelon of the 13%h ald mot arrive until 24 November;
prior to this date the burden of maintenance thrown upon the air crew
vas extremoly heavy. The mechanlc who accompanied each plane to

. the theater was compelled not only to fly every hour his plane flew,

but single~handed he had to perform all necessary roubine malmitensnce.
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Hot until 17 December were the air and ground echelons rejolned, and
fronn that date forward, the squadron operated from Tontouta Alr
. Bage, noear which a camp was established. ZEven then the mechenical
section of the sguadron was obliged %o perform all echelons of re-
palr, inasmuch as the Thirteenth Air Depot had not yet been esftablished,
and {0 keep the planee in the alr oxtensive improvisations were
devised by the personnel.

In the period 10 October to 3 September 1943, only two alreraft
were lost. One toolkr off from Henderson Field on 13 January and no
further contact ever was made with thls plane. The ofther loss
ocourred on 20 October 1942, when fallure of his radio compass forced
Capt. Cecll =, Petty to lend hie transport loaded with 19 sick and
wounded Marine and Navy personnel on D'Entrecasieaux Reef, After
11 days on the resf, exposed to the open sea, the party was rescued
by the destroyer Barton bubt a weelr had passed before the plune was
slghted, 2 more days elapsed before the rescus was made, and then
1% was accompliched only at a cost of three FBY'y which were gmached
up during preliminary efforts at rescue.ss

Even though the 13th Squadron now operated at maximum capaclty,
transport service was far from adequate. General Kemmey's protests
againet diversion of hig 33d Squadron were so strong that by 2
Hovember six of his planes already had been released and General
Hormon was plenmning to forward the remelnder shortly. One plane
from the 13th Squadron was lost while operating wnder SCAT, five
others remained attached to the Harine group, cke was in Flji for
service between that point and Tonga and for emergency mms to Yew
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Caledonia. The remeining six were subjeet to call for feryying

-,

emergency suppiles to Guedaleansl and Hspiritu Sant0.6? Thus azl
. tronsports were fully occupled; even had they been free, none of them
were quite adequate for the long flight over open water down to
Lucklend, They managed to cover this 1,100-to 1,200-mile distance
carrying a maximum load of frelght ard persommel, but it was obvious
that CGemeral Hormon felt the alr crews battling the Jap in Guadal-
canzl deserved something better: #The weary combat crews would just
a bl rather have 4 englnes on the long haul to Auckland and baelk, u68
Thip was, if anything, a coutious statement of tho case., General
Harmon stresced the fact that continuous operation of twin-engine
aelrcraft over water where the distance was in excess of 1,100
ngutical miles U"ecannot be considered a desirable prectice.! Yet
this was the unavoldable pattern of operations. For safety purposes,
ag well as t¢ malntein the schedule, he operated the (-47's over the
Few Zealond run in fiights of two planes esch, dut this 414 not
perve to shorten the distance,®? Furthervore, none of the planes
were properly equipped for the work, New main fuel tanls were ro-
guired to revlace the paper auxiliasry tenks, which had been carried
inglde the Tuselege since the squadron arrived in October. Their
type D-1A 4drift meters were unsuitable for night flying beeause of
the navigators! inabllity to see the flare's smoke at night. More
serlousg was the lack of automatic pilots. C-47's of the squadron
never had been equipped with the Sperry Type 3-A aubtomatic pilot, with
. the result that pllots often flew 150 hours per ronth without any

rellef by mechanical pilots, It was a heavy and in part a needloss
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strain uwpor pergonnel; to relleve it a i)lace wag made for the addi-
tlonal equipment, wl-lich wag regarded aa "sbsolubely necessexy, n?70

The problem of obitalning adecusnte transpert was closely linled
with that of furnishing relief for war-weary crews. Both fighter
pilots and bomber crews had heen forced to carry on almost continuously,
although the burden wpon the five heavy bomber squadrone of the Sth
and 11th Groups was more gevere than upon the fighters. By November
Genorsl Harnon could only describe the condltion of the boxber crews
s more and more rapidly approsching the point of exhanation. n?1

In order to alleviate this situabion, a rest camp or "aviatorium®
was established in Aucklend, New Zealand, to which by 2 Novenber
nine crews had been sent, including Goloxnel Sauné.ers'.72 It was
Plenned to move two or three crews every 3 daye, a rate whickh would
lea.ve; the comnbat crews in action for a minlmum of 6 or 7 weeks,
totaling approximately 160 hours of flying time. Put even this
schedunle eould not be nmaintained in face of the heavy demands for
ferrylug supplies wp to Egpiritu snd Guadaleanal, Furthermore such
an arrvangement Involved the ugse of two C-47's t0 move three crews
wheress General Harmon feld that & 0-B7 would carry thres at once,
and in addition provide more gomfort for the persozmel.?z Then
there was the ever-pregent regulrement for transport between the
bases; so once asmln a plea went in for a 0-87. One such plane
immedtetely avallable with another to come along later would go a
long wey towerd zccompllehing relief of combal crewe and meeting
adniristrative requirements for transportation. General Harmon
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hopefully pointed to the C-87 used by General Iutes on his trip to

. the South Paeifie, then avallable at Hamilton Fleld, adding that
"novhere in any theater would it prove more valuable than here in
the South Pacific area~~there is an awful--used advisedly-~lot of
water as you know, “74

Despite the greet need for the larger transports, General
Arnold could do no mors than refer back o the basic cause of the
oroblem: the production of only elght G-B7's per month was inguffi.
cient to care for all the vital supply lines. As for the (-87
referred to then at Hamilton, it had been borrowed from ATC for a
special misaion.75 Zven before he had received this reply, COHGESCPAC
sent in another appeal on B December. Now he asked for three troop-
carrier squadrons; the avellahle SCAT organization was "woefully
inadequate™ to carry out its transport functions of evacuating all
wounded and sorely sick from Guadaleanal. He wanted at least three
C-87's primarily to move the combat crews down to New Zealand fox
& rest--"God Lknowsthey need it. “?6 Under vrovalling conditions, it
was impossible to melntein a regular schedule.

In Washington it was difficult to ignore these pleas but they
could only be balanced against the needs of other critical areas.
Xnowing thot General Arnold had placed the allotment of C-87's for
the South Pacific upon a high priority, General Harmon ecouvld do no
more than contlpue with higs available resources.w By February he

. wes informed that & C-87 had Teen set up for assigznment to the South
Pacifie, and further, that- the Air Transport Command had been dirscted
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to aid in moving the combat crews down to Hew Zealemd This
. latter plan already had been recommended to Maj. Gen. Harold L.
George of ATC. OOMGRISOPAC had suggested that ATC route both easte
end west-bound planes through New Zealand and Hew Caledoniz on a
basls of twoe itrips each week., Furthermore, he hoped to pursuade ATC
of the neeessclty for runnlng an oceasionsl plane throuszh Tongoreva,
Altutaki, Tongatebu, and Norfolk, to "resp the detachments alive,!
for these were bases well off the mainlline and it was essential that
priovity supplies, personnel, and mail be brought to them.'?g
The proposal was regarded favorably. A representative was send
out from ATC to dizeuss plans for sending a transport to the smallex
iglands once every 2 weeks and {0 arrange for a service to New
Zealand through New Caledonla. Bubt Gemeral Harmon was reminded
that the extreme sghortage of trangport alreraft for transpacific
operations made it imperetive that any diversion from through service
be held to a minimum., 3By &8 Janusry however, (energl QGeorge was able
to inform Harmon that instructions were lssuing to send one C-87
with necessary personnel to New Caledonia to begin the service to
Aunekland and that additional service for the theater would he pro-
vided when production made 14 feasidle.
ot much more could be done to improve transport facilitles
under provalling production shortages. General Harmon saw an urgent
necd for one section of an alr anbulance sguadron to provide for

. alr evacuntion of wounded from Guadalcannl erd his request was

imnediately honored; the newly actlvated 80Llst ledlcal Sgquadron
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including one transport was ordered at once to Iﬁmea.

&

- »

-s@

-

flight gurgeors going by air.&

. He also attempted %o procure some cub-type alr ambulances for
uge on many of the island bases vhere the fighter strips were widely
separated from hosplitals and wherse the size of the lgland often
placed vnits at consliderable dlstance from hospital facllities,
Eight were requested, but the plen failed owing to lack of any type
of plane which had been modified for ambulance work. Harmon was ad-
viged to utilize as ambulance aireraft some of the 24 L-4B planes
already in his theater or the two L-lA's then belng prepared for
shipment.ea

The 80lst MHedical Squadrox}. Air Evacuation Transport immediately
Joined the work of evacuation from Guadalcanal upon its arrival
in the theater. Flve medlical officers had left Hamilton Field on
28 December, under Capt. James B, Crane, MC. 3By 10 January Capt.
Janes Veudry had flown into Guadelcanal for an evacuetion trip with
16 patients, thus becoming the first medical officer of the unit to.
enter the conbat area. Threeo days later the 80let suffered its
tirst easuslty with the loss of Lé. Burton A. Hall, MG, who was
nalcing his first f1ight.%S

Turing the critical days of the campaign, alr evacuaiion was
on an emergency basis. When a C-47 landed on Guadalcanal each field
hospital rushed its patlents to the sirlp, where they were loadsd
sboard the transport more or lescs on a2 dasis of Wfirst come first

. served®; nelther facilitles nor time were available to segresate
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the patients as to priority. XNor were the planes equipped with
sufficient rubdber rafts or adequate food and waber %o provide for
. all personnel in case of a forced landing at sea, Despite these

shoricomings, pilois occasionnlly lefi Heunderson with zs many as 25
patiente in addition to orew and atteada.nts.84

It was customary to send one £light dally direct from Tontouta
up to Henderson Field, while the others went up over Efate and
Espiritu, where they remained overnight. 3By leaving Egpiritu at
0200 the following morning, it was possible to arrive at Henderson
about daybresl, which was regarded ag the safest period and alse
pernlited the planes to return to Espiritu or Tonbouiz on the same
day. Returning, the great majority of flights were made direct %o '
Efate, where there wag an 8850-bed naval hospital and eventually
the Army's newer 48th Statlon Hospltal, which could accommodate 500
patients.as Three to flve 0-47's made the flight each day, although
occasionally eoven more would brimg oub the sick and wounded, 3By
10 February, 6,504 patients had been evacuated by the AAR and the
larines; of the first 1,000 the death rate in transit had been
approximately 1 per cent, a loss regarded as quite favorable in view
of the primitive nature of the operations.ae

Not long after arrival of the maln echelon of 801st Medicel
Squadron on 14 January, alr evacuation was placed wpon a scounder
basis., On 15 Harch 1943 a medical department of SCAT was officially
organized, and in this new unit Marines and 80Llst Medlcal Squadron

. pooled thelr perscnnel.87 Yet 1t was questionable vhether this more
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or leas proseic event was as sigpificant in the eyes of the troops
. on Guedaleanal as the appearance of an Army nurse on Henderson Field,

On 1 March the first nurse flew inbto Guadalcanal, accompanied by a

Marine flight surgecn, to create "nothing less than a mild gensation."
Thereafter, nurses participated regularly in evacuation ﬂights.sa

Throughout the Guadalecanal campalgn, airerews of the 13th Troop

Carrier Sguadron conitinued to supply Henderson Flsld and to remove
the sick amd wounded, The ldentity of the squadron was pertially
logt in the larger larine organization, but ite service was vital.
in revieving the eampalgn whose initial assault ho had led, General
Vandegriit pald high trioute to the men who flew in the amrmnition
and fuel during the violent days of October and Wovenmber. They had
flown in, day after day, with no protection whatsoever and they had

"ezved us inuumerable worries as to critical supplies.“89
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AAT units onercted throushout the Fusdalcanszl campaign without
benefit of an Aly Service Commend vithin the thenter, Ievertheless,
Genersl Hermon'!s resvonsibility for sunnly was brosrd., It extended
not only to ~ll Lrmv uniis #nd to 211 bases bub even to the mrovision
of rationas for all chore-besed navel units.l It was indeed fortunate
thet in selectlnz an officer to orgnnlize the sunnly section of his
USAFISFA cormend, CONGIISOPAC could choose £ rezuler Alr Corms officer
vwho would understsnd the needs of the air units within the thezter.
The officer wns Col., Robert G, Treeme, wiao later as a major general,
commerded the Services of Supnly within the theater after thet or-
ganization hnd been erteblished in Mareh 1945..2

The summly and cervice prodlem wes two-fold, First, ~nd most
irmportent, wne the necesgity for moviecs mnteriel to the theater =nd
vlacing it on shore; secondly, there was the nroblem of wirt to do
with tre iteme once tker arrived on the doeks 2ot Loumea, Originally,
Harnonghad been instructed tknt his source of sunply was San Fran-
clsco, Put 2c a reeult of oversitions in August and Sentember it was
ouickly reslizced thrt Hewsli wag o more adventsgeoue sunply point
for rir force sunplies, Initlally tlere wre some confuslon; but

within 10 deye pfter the londings on Guadsaleansl, Geperel Hermen hod

requested thei Hewnll be aveilsble as ¢ source of suwmly for exergency
: CO‘ ”'"ID}”NTI#;L
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requisitions for the South Facific air units, and General Armold
jmmediately concurrad.4 Two months later the Chief of Staff

. strengbhened thls amthorization by advising General Zmmons that pend-
ing establishment of deponts and adequate mtockage of all claszses of
supplies in the South Pacific, Harmon might call upon Hawali for
guch assistance as might be femsible and necessary in 1ight of an
emergency.s In Decenber this plan was developed further when both
Generals Macirthur and Harmon were advisged that all) their raguisi-
tions for AAF perts, supplies, and equipment would be channeled
directly from thelr sources into the Hawallan Air Depot. Eaulpment
on hand would be gent either by aly or water; equipment which was
not or band or which night be shipped more quickly from the mainland
would be drawn from the Alr Service Command at Patterson Fleld., Yet
Genersl Somervell later informed Zumone that it was not planned for
Eawall t0 swuply the South Paclfic alr uniis with ell types of
supplies., Only those 1iems capable of air shipment were to come
fronm Hawall, while heavier equipment shouvld be drawn frum Patterson
Fleld for shiryment through San Francisco; and it was emphasized that
shipping was rot available for movement of supplies from Hawail to
the South Paelfic and Austra.lia.s

However, selection of a source of surply wos only one part of

the provlem, perhaps the sualler part. More difficult was the task
of moving eupplies out to the iglande and thon transferring them

. ashore. While 1t was true that an acube shipplos shortagze prevalled,

1t was alpo truve that avallable shipping was not always wisely
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employed, Port facllitles at Foumea were highly iradequate; & vast
amount of construction of wharves, docks, loading and storage
facilitieg, and roads was necessary at the very time that the trans-
port turden was extremely heavy.'? It wae not uncommen o find bebween
20 and 30 eargo vessels 1ylng in the harbor, and at times the number
reached 70 or 80. Moreover some of them lay abt anchor more than 3
monthg before they could move alongside a dock, TUp at Espirdtiu and
Guadalcanal conditlione were much more primliive, continuing so, long
after lmprovements had been made at Toumea. At Espiritu it wes
reporbed that some vessels lay in Segond Chennel over 3 months be-
fore they ecould be touched.s

These conditions were exmsperating to the fleld commanders, bui
inltially there was liftle control by the Army over the whole gquestlon
of ghipping. At FNoumea,for example, 1t was estlmated that the port
could dischargze 24 vessels per morth when properly scheduled, yet
twlece that number were dispatched wlthout regard te scheduls or
occumilaiion. In consequence, during the nonth of Iovember there
were lnstances when 23 cargo vessels were waiting to load or to be
wloaded, and this explained at least in part why shipments of AAT
supplles were so long ove,:-cl'iite.9 Investligation of the situmtion
placed recpoasibility for these com?.itions with the Feval Trans-
portation Servies and Naval Operating Force. To allevliate the delay,
General Wylle, ‘I‘ranspor_tation Corps presented the facts to the Jolnt
Chiefe of Staff, with the »egult thzt a directive was lesued placing
resporsibllity for the unloeding of wvessels in the Transportation
Corps, 2 practice which prevailed in other ports.lo GO P‘J i"" DE f I
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Lesnwhile, edditional difficuwltier continued to crop up,
Vegsels vere seat oubt with heavy deck loads whose weizbht exceeded
the capreity of the ships! own unlosding gear. Some redsr units,
for exemple, exceeded 20 tonz mer peckege, vet bhe ships' carzo
boomg covld hendle nothing beyond seven tons, There were no cranes
slongeide at Jeviritu, so the vessel, with its vital cargo stored
eway ig the hold, would suing at cnchor in Segond Chrnnel for reny
woeke, : This practice led te serious shortazes of B-17 engines
which were bedly needed by the 1lth Group, It wee later rerorted
that ot one time 75 engines vere on r shin et Hounmez walting to un~
load part of her cargo et thet point. After 3 weelks! dsley in
unlocding, it otill wee immoseible eilther to wnloed 2t Noumea or
%o move the vessel un to Ismiritu for delivery of the engines.lg
Fortunetely it wes mossidle to deliver fighter airernft which
elrerdv kod been essenbled, At Noumes nlrnec cowléd be swung echore
on the dock, although it wrs necescary to remove the wings, Road
rurfaces end clearrnces permitted thiec type of hrndling in order to
move the wlanes to nerrby Magents Fleld, The original vleunes of
the B7%h Fizhter Sousdren (P-4007s) vere trucied from Youmea over
A 35-nile hilly rood to Tontouts, rlthough lster it wne mossible to
earry the aireraft come 3 or 4 mlles to Magentr Pield, vhere wings
were etbrched or woe done with F-33'g, The fi2ld wee = emzll ctrin,
adeduete onlv to get tke wnlrmes in the rir co thrt tnev could te
flown to Tonbouts, but lts use elimimrted tre slovw hrul over the
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Paradoxically, 1t was even sicpler to land completely asscmbled
fighters at Esplritv than at Houmea, At Pallikula Bay, three BO0-ton
self-propelled barges in addltion to four 10-ton walking cranes were
avallable, and the dock was ohly 200 yards from the alrfielid to which
1t was Jolned by a satisfactory taxi strip. Despite the fact that
all types of asseumbled fighters could be lauvnched at Pallikula,
Genersl Harmon recormended that planes nermally be handled at Noumes
because of the central location and more adeguate maintenance
facilities

All these physical dlfflculties gradually were smoothed oub; by
the end of Hovember COMGELZSOPAC anticipeted definite improvement in
fusl snd airdrome facilitles on Guadalcanal. In marked contrast with
earlier Gays 1n the area, he could advise General agmold that "We
are getting pleaeingly fat on servica foxces . .\.‘“15 Thlig was the
culmlnatlon of & long campalgn by the Pacific commanders for more
service personnel. JEven prior to departure from Washington in July
1942, Gensral Earumon had foreseen the necessity for an air service
elenent in FNew Claledonla capable of performing fourth echelon mainte..
nance. Specifically, he requested an alr depot group rather than an
alr service group., Daspite the fact that the alr service unlt counld
be made available within 30U days, whereas no alr depot zroup wounld
be prepared for the South FPaclfic umtil sometime in 1943, Harron
was reluctant to accept the smaller unit alone, although 1t too was

. needed immediztely. Only the depot group couvld perform fourth echelon
repairs; without it he feared that a substantial porilon of kig alr
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gtrength would remgin out of commigsion. TFurthermore, shortage of
shipping would renfer unsatiafactory any arrangements %o plece the
burden of repalr uporn feellities in Australia.ls

General Arnold was syupathetic with Hermon's problem and aspproved
the movement of a unlt, the 13th Alr Depot Group, although he speci-
fied that it sheuld be in accordance with existing schedules. Shortly
thereafter two air service groups were asuthorized by OPD, the 6th
for Wew Caledonia, and the 29th for Fiji.}7 Yho unit was scheduled
to be ready by approximaiely 1 September but 1Lt was delayed. By
October there still were no facilities in the South Facifie for
fourth echelon repair, and it vas necessary to follow the avkward

procedure of scnding such work over to Augtralia. 18

Even as late as
liovember General Breene was advised to send all engines requiring
complete overhaul either to the Eawalian or to the Sacramento Air
Dopot, o plan necessary until arrival of the 13th Air Depot Group
which would permit overhaul within the 'hheater.lg

In Septenber General Emmons hed found a serlous shorizge of
engineering snd air 'ba'se groups in the South Pacific. In many in-
stances combat troops were compelled to do a "tremendous amountt of
construction end non-coxbat work, activity for which they were neither
Srained nor equipped, snd which properly should be done by airbasge
groups.m General Arnold discovered a slumilar situatlon during his
inepection trip to the sres in September, when he found "erying
need! for a mobile depot %o be located soewhere in the vieinity

of Hew Caledonia. Furthermore, he personally sev the urgency for
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dilspatching additional bage personnel, He founﬂ. that the Navy had

Umoved in without any base personnel anywhere® and now the Army had
sent in its tactlieal unlts in advance of such service people. Conse-

quently he urged General Stratemeyer o expedite action all szlong

the line. A

Gol. L. B. Whitten, Director of Base Services, was sensible of
the speecial problem in the South Pacific; in recogunltion of it he
had recommended to the Director of Military Requirements that
higher priority be glven to oversess movement of service organizatlons.
In an attempt o speed movement of the three service units then in
the staging area on the West Coast, an effort was made to have OFD
assign a higher priority to these units, dut OFPD did not accede. 22
Colonel Vhitten went further and urged assigntent of a mintmun of
two transport sguadrons, polanting out that the acute lack of water
tr:g.nspo:'t in the area, all of which was under neval control, made
alr trangportation imverative. There was some pronlee of eventual
and partial independence in the maiter of surface transportation
faeilities. 3By Octobar approximately 50 uiility cargo boants were
under procurement for the AAF., These were 99-ton eraft 150 feet
over-all, the design of vwhich Colonel Whitten had requested and
approved ag sultgble for inter-island service in the South Pacifie.
General MacArthur also had need for such a vessel and 1) of the number
had been allocated to the Soubhwest Paelfic, including the firet 3,
the delivery of vhich was anticipated btoward the end of the year.

Beczuge of th.e urgency in the South Pacifie, OPD wag consulted with
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the viaw of diverting one-half o¢f these tri) General Harmon.33
While the 13th Alr Depot Group was preparing to sall from San
Francisco, an attenpt was made to divert it from the South Pacifie,
Its strength was 747 enlipted ner and 4] officers, a size regarded
as too great to preserve its mobility. Therefore OFPD advised Gensral
Harmon that gome consideration should be given to locating the wnit
as close as possible to the aenter of operations in the South and
Soutbvest Pacific.Z? Specifically, i% was sugsested that since
Hormon was baelng furnished with two serviee groups, which were
similar to sub-depots, 1t would be more feasible to combine the new
unit with similar groups already in Australia., Thus there world be
2 large overhgul depoi in Townsville, one which couléd serve both
the South Paciflec and General Kemney's alr forces; and moet important,
it could be functionlng at s much sarller date "than one erected by
you from scratch. w35
But Genaral Harmon was not starting from scratech. He already
had wnderway o preliminpary survey, and foundatlons for the shops
even then were being prepared. As early as 11 August he had
recomnended that ome officer of the promiged zroup be sent out by
alr with plans for minimum necessary construction for the alr depot.zs
One month later this advanced engineering detachment of the 13th Alr
Tepot Group reached Tontouta to confer with Breene and Harron re-
garding a site for the physical properties of the air depot. The
final cholce was General Harmon's., He selected the site on 1
October, and 10 November wee establighed as a deailine for completlon
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of the foundations and floors of 10 shop bulldings, the work to be
aceomplished by the 31llth Enginaera.m Once again Harmon eited the

. shipping provlem which wouwld interfere with the plan to send englnes
to Australia, end he restated the need for placing the depot in Wew
Caledonia, 28 OPD was convinced. It informed Earmon that the 13th
Alr Depot Group would sall early in November, accompanied by the
two service groups, each of which was capable of supporting two
combat grmx_na.zg A aimllar alr depot group was being readied for
dispatch o0 ¥iJi, and COMGENSOPAC wags granted authoritiy to shift the
destination of the growps as he deemed appropriate. After many woeks
of preparation the 13th Depot Group, plus the 6th and 29th Service
Groups, sailed from San Francisco on 3 November, reaching Noumea on

tho 224,%°

COMGEZTSOPAC was ready for his new mnits., Concrete foundations

for the ghops had been completed 10 doys »rior to the arrival, whila
twolarge hengars were partially erected, He planned to send cneservice
group (the 29th), originelly desiined for Fiji, up to Bepiritu Santo
whére he feli the need wes greater, To ease the repair problems
at F1ji he planned o melre up a speclal unit from parte of the two
service grouws, & move which vlolated organizational practice. Bub
General Hurmon had discovered very early thai the nature of islsnd
warfare hod prevented rigld maintenence of wnlt integrity of combat
or of servico organizatlons located on the widely scattersd bases;
tharefore COMGISOPAC statad we will just have to eut our cloth

. as 1t comes."sl For unit esprit he was forced to substitube forca

egprit, In general, many small unlis met the req,uirements better
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then fewer lrorge oneg; and in hrndling hio scattered i‘:.gn.ter SQuﬂdrons,
he sugrested that =n orgerizetion on o flight besis would increase

. flexibility. On the pame wmrineiple ke intended to bregk un the
cerviee cqurdrons nnd shift their frezwentes from moint to voint as
needed. South Peelfic warfirre covld not be wageld by sdherence to
the rule Dbook,

One of the mejor difficultler in the South Faclfic was the lrck
of ground service units to provide for the needs of corbet squedrons
which hed been gersraibed from thelr own ground echelons, The exe
neriencs of the 116h Groun cnd of tke 67th Fighter Sewsdron on
Guedaleznel, where combet crewe often performed thelr own gervice
work, irdlicried thet something less then full efficlerccy of onarge
tione wre belng sachieved Thecrupe of thip lrek, Hepdousrbers in

sahington wro atere of the reavirerent, snd informed Harmon that o
nurber of sirdrorme sguadrons were belny plinned for dispatch to
hig thegter, but thet 2 or 3 months must elzwee before the seuvsdrons
would be rerip, Each unlt would cerry 17 officers snd 270 enlisted
mea, nnd Generel Arnold belleved tket they would mrovide necessary
nobllity for the corbet squodrons besed on sirdrormes distent from
their parent organizations.sz CCHGENSOFAC apmlied for s minimum of
6 of the new gervice unite, Fointing ovt tk~t oceurction of a
forward bese reculred & mluimum of 1 heavy torberdment snd 1 fighter
cqurdron, he urged thet these 6 uoite be sent out 2 2% = tinme =8

. ronidly ss ther could be retivried snd drrined, South Freific exw

perience hed devwonstrated the necesslty for avellabiliiy of such

a3

units wricor to ryrival of the corbei echelons, CO[ ”I L
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By lote Decemboer, 10 units of the type recommended by General
Harmon had been activated and his own 6 tentatively were o be ready
. by 1 April 1943. HMeanvwhile the South Pacific commander was under
heavy preasure to split uwp his 6th and 294h Air Service Groups so
that thelr personnel could perform housekeaplng functlons at the
various lsland baaes.34 This Harmon was reluctant to 2o, In an
effort to avold it and io preserve his technical group, he sent an
urgent request for 5 alr base squadrons, to’'be assigned to Fiji,
Hew Caledonla, Efate, Egpiritu Santo, and Guadalcanal.ss In reply,
the Chlef of Staff indicated thot General Harmon would have to awalt
arrival of his 6 alrdrome squadrons; the sir base unlte were designed
for domestic service only and could not be sent overseas. The new
wilte, on the other hand, wore esmentially the same as the zround
achelon of combat sqguadrons and thelr presence in the field wonld
permit organizatlon of advanced alrdromes bty leap~frogzing over the
existing bages, Each squadron was designed to support :E:z'om 1t03
combat squadrons; shipment of the 6 waa set tentatively for 1 April.
General Marshall explained that the service groups were desiged %o
permit mobile repair units to mova forward ito combat sguadrons asg
necessary. But he sirongly recommended zgalnst breaking up the
service groups mersly to perfomm housekeeping or labor duty. They
should be retalned to operate intermediate supply, mailntenance, and
reclamation esta‘blishments.ss
Tntll these small unlts could be prepared and sent fto the
. theater, General Harmon wonld have to uillize the personnel of the

one depol and two perviee groups which arrived in the theater in
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Toverber, Of these, tke 13th Alr Devot ~nd the Oth Serviee Gruup

resched Houmen on 22 Hoveter, asltiouw-a thew 4id not dlsembariz untild
2 to 4 drve l.ﬂter.S? As tre~e reinforeerents for Uew Caledonis were
2oizge sshore 2t ounesn, the 204h Service Groun was diverted fronm
¥ijl direet to Zeniritu Sento, where 1t srrived on tkhe 28th, slthough
it did not Alsemberk wntil 7, ¥, cnd ¥ December, Almost inmedlately
the P9th Grouv egtablished rn ergineer gkom at Borber Fleld Yo, 2
on Zgpiritu, tut 1t welted until 26 Decerter before the lest of its
equirent ves wub aghore, Within s ferr doye o snell edvonce echelon
Wz cent un to Gundalennsl to ley the greundwork for moverent of
the cntlre groun to trrt forvrsrd bose, This echelon was followed
by the 824 Service Soundron, the 16633 Ordnrnee Jupnly and Mainte-
nrace Corpray, rnd Aboud two-thirds of the wersoncel rul equinument
of the 19324 juartermeater Lruel Comeany {iwvn), all of vhich srrived
3

ab Guedrleanal on 1 llsrch 15‘»23."8

Down -t Houmesn tke 13th Air Derobt Grous, wader Col, Hexvey W,
Eroccer, imedistelv rioved rrproxixately 22 miles northwsst to
Tontoutn Alr E-ce, the urounts swmly rousdron gesr:ining; beningd
for 12 drwe 0 rasist in vnlosdine Oter:tinns.s‘ 0f the 6th Gerv-
ice Groun, only the Eerdausrbers Sousdron, the 38th Service Souwedron,
Prd the L0Z4%h Sisnel Commany recowmmaied the I3th Tenot Grouwn up
to Wontouts, The reasinins tvo unite, the Tlst Service Sauodron rnd
toe 66bth Ordurnce Commeny, moved do Dumbea, a brse lying eowroxi-

an
nekely 10 miles dircetly north of llioumes,.
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The service unlts now taking station on New Caledonis wers

134

"

destined to replace the inadequate smpply system which had existed
since Februsry 1943, This primitive organization under Lieutenant

Dyer had begun as a kind of overgrown technical supply section, attalh-
ing a strength of approxlmately 30 men by December, Handicapped by
laclkc of porsonnel, equinment, and facilities, it had assenbled and

shipped spare parts for organizations as they moved on %o new air-

fields; and later it furnished all swpplies for aireraft operating

41

oub of Efate, Esplritu Santo, and Guadaleanal, Now 1t was to be

repleced by a uwnlt vetter equlpped and deslgned for the tasiz, As
yet there was no alr service commend within the area. Beeauss no
formal air force or_ganization exigted, it had been necessary for
Genersl Harmon's nuclegr S0S under Brig. Gen. Robert G. Breens to
assume all air swpply responsibilities, For this purposs an Alr
Section waz established in the supply organization, a wnit which
carried on until after activatlon of the Thirteenth Air Foree in
January, when gradually its functions were absorbed by the XIII Aty
Force Service Comsand,4?

The 13th Air Depot Group faced a major task, Its immedlate
asslgoment was to inventory ite available stocks, for on hand were
foxtremely large numbers® of reparable aircraft supplies of all
types including engines, accessories, tires, propellers, instruments,
and hundreds of obther items, meny of which might have been placed
in service had thelr presence been .‘ﬂ:nov-'n.é’3 But until December

persounel were not avallable elther %o repalr these parts locally

or to send them back to Hawall for service., Consequamtly the 01‘1
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surplus reevmulated, ~nd the shortezge of wersoncel served to lneresge

135

. the drrin unon neteriel rllotted to the Feeifie srees.

01d equinment wes viled in nyrsmidel tents or lsy in tie cwen,
while new parts were scowmulating, The 13th Devot Supulv Sgurdron
toelkled this problem and by 18 Decerbter hed prepered ite initial
file of sowe 8,000 ltems Iln stock, a file vhick grew to 60,000 items
by 1 July 194%, For nonths the grown wersonrel lrbored without relief,
borrowirs enlicted men from everw gvailable rource, vet by 1 June,
only som‘?éeo ner cent of the tolel sbock on hend vre under cover and
in Dbine, i

On 19 Decerter, vken the 13th Air Denot Group esssumed recpon-
sibllity for Alr Corns Summly, it fell helr $o 2ll the problems which
had plagued ito smell nredecessor, erehouses rnd binnire freilities
vere not yet resdy, but very ranldly e record wee mrde of 211 avelle
rble stoelzs, snd by Zetrusry the structures were corvleted excent
for shelving.45

Of vitel importrnce o the repair wrogram wes the 13th Denot's
Engineering Devnertment, “hen the decot wersomnsl srrivéd on 26
Novewter, construction of the chop building was well underwey and
ves oracticrlly completed within 2 weeks, Ghe section hed exvected
e lerze encine overhsul progrem, Mechinery wes moved into the build-
ings e fast e it wes recelved, rund by 15 Jenurry tke mection wns
prepared for overhaul, excent that nerte for the wrogrsm hed feiled

. to z:v:er:‘.vla.&5 The vlslting Alr Secrvies Command renresentrtives
Gigseovered no recorde to indic-te thet overhmul perts for R-1820-65
CONFIDERTIAL
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or Vwl?10-85 engines knd been shiymed; and thev revorted thet rencir
. of 60 of tke redizl eaozines wre held up becruse of lzek of these
nerbe, vhile the 30xv-1710-63 tyvpe would be due for overhzul within
the next 2 months.w

Actuslly General Sreens planned on 21 overkaul wrogrem of 125
enginea yer month, Using the cvelleble morsoncel on one shift, ke
estinated the Depot could zccoumlish ~ rate of 50 yer month, but if
an ~dditionel denot repalr rqusdron coulid be ment out, frcllitles
of the Demot could be used on en srcund-the-cloclt dasis, OPD gareed,
An pdditionel depob rerrir squadron, less all bubt its necessary
houselreepinp equizment, would be sent out late in Jemuery or eorly
Februsry. -

Hernvhile »dditionzl egulpment weg lrckins in the South Peeific.
Yhree of the ceven clesning vebte hed errived, but no toiler hed come,
Lot « slosle enzine ctend for sny epgine wos wet sveilzble, nor was
there rny demagnetizing equipment, HMachinery for srinding crlinders
was set wo but br Februsry ek of honing eguinment still prevented
complete cylinder reconditloning, It wes estimrbed thet vhen fully
equinped, the en.ine remeir denartment would beove s monthly overhaml

caneelty of 60 engines per month, bubt this gosl could be uchieze&
only 3 monthe rfter nll necesezry eoulvment hod been received, ’

Host dloturbing was the knovledze thet riony of the missing itenms
ever then vere clowed evcy in the hold of vessels lving in the hsrbor

. ot Toumea, &%till more exnsverrting was the frct thet the vessel

nmizht plreadw Love besen there for ¢ month or more, but beeouse Alr
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Corps paris lacked the necesssry prioriiy, the;r could not be moved
ashore, To further commlicate the problem, ne lists of ghortages
. on equipment could be submltied until the ships were unloaded and
2 careful check was made. £hips' manifests merely indicated so many
noxes of machinery; thery dld not inform supply versonnel as bHo par-
ticular items. ™
As a congequence of a policy which placed lower priority wpon
spere equipment, alreraft were forced to operate mnsupported by spare
parts., Ships arriving in Noumea carrylng alrcraft as deck cargo
quickly moved alongside the dock to discharge their planes, since
these carrled a high priority. Pubt impediately after removal of the
deck cargo, the vessel was pushed back out into the harbor without
dischorging its cargo of 'machinery,! there to remain for many weeks
vhile the planes were placed in operation with no spare equipment.
The lack of unleading facllities erested additionsl complica-
tions, For example, based on a requlsltion from the 13th Alr Depot
Group, the Hawaiian Alr Tepot sent by boat corplete equipment for
overhaul of R-1820-80 engines, even sending along a representative
to assure safe arrival of the shipmenti., The ghip was port loaded
(items stored top to bottom in order of the ship's call), and after
reaching New Ualedoniz 1t was held at Nounea for epproximately 10
days avaiting ite torn at the docks. 3ut befors it conld e un-
loaded 1% was released and sent wp to Espiritu Santo, where,in order
to unload other cargo or because it wae the nearest point to Foumea

end the vesgel was not returning to FNoumea, all the overhauwl parts

were sent ashore. e COI HDEM‘HAL'
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A survey of the swpply sltustion in Febrvary revealed that some
confuslon existed in obtaining proper code designators and shipping
address informtion for the eniire Paclfie area. For example,
UGataco" Few Caledonla was unknown locally and probably was latended
for Pleines deo Galaes, Tubuils Islands ware listed ng Delng in New
Caledonia instead of Tuttile, Samoa. 4And in addition to major errors
of this nature, depot personnel knew nothlng of new code designators
applicable to other stations within ihelr control e,rea.sl

PBecause of the extrems shortage of shipping facllitles bebween
Bowall and Few Oaledonis, it was not felt that requlsitlons fron the
South Pacific should pass through Hawali, despite the efforts of AAT
Headquarters to effect this procedure. It was believed that even
radlo messages would be delayed at the Hawalien Alr Depot, and that
on the vhole, more rapid sction covld be obiained by requisitioning
directly on malnland sources, TFurthermore, General Breene was very
anxious %0 employ the overhanl faecllitles awallable in Hew Zealand.
Australian overhsul capaclty by February was completely ubtilized and
it wae recommended that mo englnes be sent to the Fifth Alr Forcee
fron the South Pacific. On the other hand, at Hamilton, near
Aucklend, there were facilities, equipnent, and personnel necessary
to accorplish overhavl of R-1820-65 and R-1820-97 englnes, There-
fore Breene urged that spare parts be shipped to MNew Zealand on lend
lease. Actuzlly only a very scall nurber of engines sver were over-

P revled in Hew Zealand. 2
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Gradunlly the difficulities of the early days were sliminated.

¥rTA

Originally the squadron ordnence supply offlcers complained of lagh
. of cooperation from the islend commanders, but personal contact with
General Breene brought a release of supplies. Then there was the
matter of skort stopping, and of actual theft of equipment frem air-
craft, Iteus simply dicappeared en roubte 0 the combat area, and in
sone cases 1t was necessary o place guard on all alrcraft to prevent
1099.53 But with lmprovement in the general supply system, these
depredations decreased. On Now Caledonla, the 6th Service Growp,
which reached Tontouta on 25 November, was assigmed to the I Isisnd
Oommend under linj. Gen. Rugh B. Lineoln, and all alr Corps suplies
for loeal use pacsed through thls g-cn:p.ﬁ Gereral Harmon had
divertod the 29th Service Group fronm the Fijis., In order to fi1l
the gap left at Fijli, he plemed to make up a special unit from parts
of both the 20th and 6th Groupe, drawing wpon the speelalists and
distributing equipnent ag effectively as ;possi'ble.ss
The Inltlal oroject of the 13th Alr Depot Englneering Seetion
was unloading and aspembling of elght F-54A alreraft, begun on 25
December and completed on 185 January, XNext ceme & larger order. In
Pebrvary the entire englneering department was organized to modify
B-25 alrerafi; although delayed by lack of parts, it proved to be
a major undertsking. By April the engine overhaul was well under-
way and finiched engines were leaving the test blocks early in May,“o
Such was the pattern of the early service organlzation in $he South
. Pacifice. In time detachnents were sent toc Efate, to Espirlitu Santo,

baek to Fijl, zand on up to Guadaleanal; by July,sixz AAF supply
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staticus were in oreration rnd furnishing loesl irsue ror the severzl

B¢
igl-nd boases,

Veonwhile Gopersl Enxrmon lobored cterdily to rurnich the elr
units within his thester with nore adeauate equirment, In Jamnory
he reconvended dismedeh of on rdditicnal troncwoerd sousiren, In
view of dlecbrnces invoived rind thoe leesl tretierl situation, he in-
forwed AAF Hesdcunrters thet the suooly facilities of the sir echelons
of ezch combat sourdron skould be reiged from o Z-dey to n E-dov
level, Service groups should De epulvved for 90-dnv omerrstions,
while the 13tk Dowot chould salmbeln ¢ sunrly level sufficient for
at lerst 130 days.ss

Lhere wre need for fezctorr venresentatives in the Southk Fecific
to surnlamwent the worl:s of tre service nergonmel, In Peoruory Generald
Swinin: rerorted conbinunl crgine meintencuce difficuliies with the
V-16E0 engines in Iis P-40F's; » Rolls-Royce Pocksrd renresentstive
in the field could helv to solve thie difficulty., A surver of the
entire thester in Februeory indiceted tie mrescnce of tub two fretory
technicirng, one from Bell rnd cne from Allison, r situ~tion vhich
led %0 an eomerl for brorder representetion in the field, B9

Gre nroblem lonz hnd disturbeithe rir cownrnders, 3Bonbsrs ~nd
trengsmorts were flyvilog lopg over-vw-ter mlseions without cuoy rodio
gets for their pubker rofts, In lovember Harmon mlrced o reouest
for 100 so~called dinshy rrndlo sets (SC2 BY8) coawlete with brlloons
rnd ites, pointing out thrt ked such sets teen sveilable, thry

could bave been used in at lepst eisht rescue cager cinece Angust,
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&0
equinzent by cir,

errived rnd it woe negesegrrv 0 renent tke recuest,
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Tet nearly 2 months leter only 25 sets hed

disnsten the

Attention

dipmesrance

hrd been focused woon nesd for the enninment bv the

cnd subsequent receue et een of Generesl Twirning with ¢ crew of 14,

&

Gexneral TviningTs B-17 went dovn on 27 Jrourrv while on ¢ flight

frow Henderson Flold t¢ Bepiritu Sqobo, Althoush the entire crevw wosg

vlecked un 6 dewe Inter from its rubber beobe, $he rescue hod not been

effected rz

-
LN

repuld of rrdio conteel. The dinghies emrried no

ecuipzent, In ¢ reovest for 100 additionnl sets, Gemersl Hormon
elted the recent rescue, He wne mdvised to serrch his worekouser:
becruse eir freilitles were loreizing, the remrinder of the origlael
shivrment hrd teen gent out by woter,

61,
moving out at onee,

In eow eree, 100 more sets were

iony other gmroe ret remcired in the thecter's air equlpment,
soti@ of thempet so eagily filled, For exermle, in Senterber-—enrly
in the Gusdolernnl comnelsn--Fernon kod requaested five rete of tyue
BOR~-241 1lnetyrurment landing svstems, Wut by mid-Jonurry none hod
orrived, Remesting his snnecd, OOGGKEORIC dircovered theot ALF
Fecdouarters nelther believed thrt ke needed this tv-e of equipnment
nor thought it deeclredle, beoruse of lreir of security %o wrevent

B2

ernloveent bty the enerw, This belief, he suicidy ewnlrined, ves

"in error," Freveiling weptler conditions with thelr low ceilinses,

together with nizht omerntions of borberdrent sirersft, wrrreated

the uge of low-pomrosch rrocefure, rad the S5C0R-S41 epuinnent would
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greatly faecilitate operations. But ithe nebd wag in advance of

. supplies. Complete equinment was not avallable, and delivery date
of even a part of it (the localizers) was uncertain.

Despite all the minor shortages, the major hurdles had been
overcone, at least as they concerned the alr elements in the South
Pacific. When General Harmon wrote that the theater was Wgetting
Pleasingly fat” on service units, he was referring to the AAF, not
to the ground forces., The originsl task forces seat into Fiji, Haw
Galedonia, Tongatabu, and Bora Bora contained s disproportionately
lov percentage of service elements to function effectively anid the
primitive conditions of the Pacific island area. The result was a
heavy dreln won combat troovs for lebor detalis, and COMGENSCPAC
was convinced that such calls materially decreased the eoffectivencss
of army grournd forces ln subsequent campalgns. od Thig sitvation
originelly had prevailed among many of the first air echeloﬁs o
reach the theater, particularly in the squedrons of the 1llth Growp.
But with the arrival late in November of the service depot and ser-
vice grouwps, followed by the establishment of repair facilities,
coubat operations recelved more effective support.

In the South Pacific, acqulsition of bases was one problem;
furniching plenes for the bases was another. Heavy bombers with
thelr great range offered no great obstacles; they possessed their
own mobility, and to a lesser extent, so d41ld the mediums, Both types

. could cover the long ocean streiches between the island bases, but

the fighters could not. Or at any rate they had not yet been flown

aFC{,L{M vy '@’i’ ummmm*
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across the Paclfic, As & consequonce, much time was lost in moving
these smaller planes out to thelr lsland stations or across the
Pacifie to Australia. It was necessary to disagsemble, carefully
erate, and ship the planes by surface transport, all of which was
a laborlous and time-consumlng process. Iven after arrival there
wag the necessity of reassembling the alreraft, often under the most
primitive conditions.ss

In order to overcome this obsitacle, lMr, Roosevelt directed,
even prior te fae lnvaslon of Guadaleanal, that action be taken to
construet o fighter assenbly plant in the Soutk Pacific, vhere air-
eraft brought down by surface transport from San Franelseco could be
assenbled and flown on to thelr deatina.tions.se After sone pre-
liminery surveys by a mavel representaetive and by General Breene of
Harmon's staff, a site at Bora Bora in the Society groun was finally
solected and agreed won. Teveiroca was first chosen because of its
lov flat character, possibility of easy construction, and deep water
eloge in-ghore. The entire project wasn regarded as urgeni; 1ts goal
was assexbly of 100 alreraft a month., I% was estimated that facili-
ties for an Alr Corps detachment of approximately 300 men would be
necagsary, iu adiltlon to the alrfleld, docikr and shop facilities.5”

General Earmon concurred in Breene's selection of the siite,
vwhich apparently was altered to Motu Muts, at Bora Bora; bub the
Ghief of Staff and General Arnold were anxious to be certain that
all faetorsg of distence and weather would permlt the ferrying of

figatar alreraft to Australia.ss Harmon was reminded that long
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distance ferrylag of fighter types had been “succegsfully demonstrated
in the Horth Atlantle, COMGINSOPAC promptly replied that it could
be done in the Paelfic as woll, and submitted o plan for the complete
route, with a table of dlstances which indicated that the longest
stretch was the 840 statute mlles across the Coral Sea from New
Caledonia to Auetralim. The entire plan strongly appealed to the
South Paclfic Commender, He did, however, foreses some disadvantages;
for example there would be engine wastage, an unkmown percentage of
planes wonld be lost in ¢translt, highly competent pilots would he
necessary, and there would be a requirement for diverslion of heavy
bombers as escorts. But on the credit side of the ledger thers was
the graat lncrease in rapidity of delivery, the saving of earge
space, and the value of having ready an alt;amte route In the event
of surface~ralder or submarine attacks upon the cargo vessels.
hether the assembly plant was established or not, he agited fox
an airdrome a2t Bora Bora, He pointed out that it would increase
the defenslve strength of the garrison on the island, and with an
eye to posslible fulure developments, he stated that B-29's destined
for the South Facific could fly direct from the mainland to Boxa Bora.
For thess reasons Hormon felt that there gshould be no delay in pushing
the plan. ®

One handicap was the current shortage of engluneer troops in the
mainland, For this reason General Ermonsg was sounded ouit as to

his ability teo undertake the necessary construction work, using

facllities of the Hawailan Department.’C Hmmons hed the engineers;
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he felt they could do the job 1f necessary, but he could not recommend

it., They were at coasiderable distance from Bora Bora, there were
. no communications to the island, and they had not yet completed worlk

at Tongareva and Altutekl. In any case since all equipment, con~

gtruction materinl, and skilled perzoanel must come out from the

meinland, he believed that the project showdd be placed uwnder an

engineer agency in the continentsl a.rea.“ The fina} solution lay

with the Navy. By November Seabee forces wers st Bora Bora and

the Navy agreed that thesec persomnel might be used to construet the
alr depot and landing field for the assembly of fighter a:l.z't.',:t.'e::ft'..’?:a

Meanwhile General Arnold took necessary sbeps to prepare per-

anent personnel for the new project. On 14 Septenmber the Alr
Service Command was directed to organize and equip an alreraft
assenbly detachment consisting of a total of 12 officers and 252
men with instructions to prepare the unit for departure by 7
Oc‘ao'ner.l?s Six days later the 1lst Alrcraft Assembly Squadron was
activated, but General Arnold was notified that it could not be
readied for overseas movenent before the latter part of Novem'ber.u
Anid 8}l the preparations, the clalm of priority again appeared.
Shortly after the unit had beem coupleted aad whils it was 2t San
Francisco awalting loading, its movement to the South Paclific was
cancelled, The need for assembly of Tighters in North Africs was
great, suerseding the clalms of the Paclfie, Accordingly the lst
Agaembly Squcdron was diverted to Lorth Afrien, while the 24 Air-

eraft Asgenibly Squadron was actlvated for movement to Bora Bora,

o vl (T T "'4_;'__,";' ,g'l
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although it could not be rsady before 15 larch 1943.

By March constructlon of the faeilities at Bora Bora had been
completed. How, however, the strategicsl situation preveiling in the
South Pacific had shifted drastically in favor of Allied forces.

The FPapuan Peninsula was in Allied hands, and so was Guadalcenal;
accordingly the lines of communication to Wew (alaedonis had hecome
more secure. In view of the diminished danger to vessels carrying
elreraft, and also as a result of additional experience in ferrying
of fipghter aircraft from Hawall, AAF Feadquariers doubted the wisdom
or necessiiy of assembling single-engine fighters at Bore Bora.?e
From February to July, lnclusive, approximately 175 fighter planes
were scheduled to move to the South Pacific, or approximately 30 per
month. Already (March) in New Caledonin, agsembly of nearly a
corparndle number of fighters was being performed successfully, even
though this achievement was possible only by dlversion of personnsl
from other necessary dubles. Therefore, Headquarters in Washington
agreed with the Commanding General of the Services of Supply in the
Soubh Pacific that the 24 Aircraft Assembly Squadron should be sent
to New Caledonia instead of to Bora Bora. 7

Out on Bora 3ora materials continued to arrive, but the island's
Commander was in doubt as to the wisdom of completing the project.
By 11 ¥ebruary, grading of the field was nesring corpletion, gur-
facing soon would begin, and the redio system was 75 per cent

completed. On request from Bora Bora, General Siratereyer sdvised

General Ostrom %o erect all the buildings and complete the depot

according to the original :plans.'?e - BDH HDE} 1Tl,&,L
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for an assenbly plant in the South Pacific; now it no longer was
necessary. Had the Jap not been fhrown bacl: in time $o hold open
the northern line to New Caledonla, the assembly plant at Bora Bore
might well have fulfilled a vital functlion. Instead, the entire
development represented a successiul effort lon the South Pacific to
nest an emsrgency which never arose. Impetus for the ariginal plan
geems to have come from Mr. Roosevelt; if he acied upon the advice
of otherg, the records do not indiemte it. In any case the plan for
Bora Bora avoided the charge of "$oo litile, too late.® Fortunately,

i% was almost a ease of too mach, too early.
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Sarowhont the firest 4 monthe of the Gurdsleawsl cormalign 1t hed
been #11 bubt izpossible to carry oub awrthing like - susbrined offen-
give groinst enemy mositions in the Centrsl rnd Uorthern Solomons,
liot until late ovember wes there eny szssurruce thot fuel =nd supplies
could reecch Eenderson Field vith regulerity, or thet heavy hombers
would no¥ te destroyed on the grount durir: one of the reguler
nightly shellinges. However, with the defest of the Jov in tho series
of nevel, glr, snd grouad actiong in Cebober r~nd Ilovenker, the enemy
logt his freedonm of schion 1n the Lover Solemons, General Harwon
nov eould corcentrste upon ingreasing the intensityv of long-rznge
overctions out of Guas.slcsnpl.l

Zprly in Decerber Guadslcaznnl wee resconsbly secure, The beache-
herd covered sone 17 miles fron north to south, extending inlsnd to
o depth vrryving fron & o 4 miles, BEBendercson Field, now a bomber
strin, was in good condition;y 1% wos 6,000 feet in length, #nd ves
well orotected by rutemetlic wesmons, 9Swo fiyhter strins suwported it,
The cre lying just to the enct wan o muddy offeir in rvoiny westher,
but the ney strin rerogs the Lumozo River to the west of Henderson

vrs g greet imnmrovement, DBullt mostlv of corel, 1t was neesrly recdy

‘ for onersiions, ?
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Despite these improvements, alr operations on Guadaleanal still
. suffered the handicap of constant observatlon by the Japanese. Tae
Japs were ln strong positlons sround Mi. Austen, o terrain feature
dominating Henderson Field from the upper Matenlkau, from which they
were able to report the movement of alrcraft from all three airflields.
While on a vislt to the island in November, General Harmon had queried
General Vandegrift as to when the Marine Comnander proposed to talke
over the Mi, Austen area.s Vandegrift spprreclated the negessity for
the move, but nothing was done wntil responsibility for defense of
the Guadalcanal passed from the Marine Corps to the Army on 9 Deceunber.
On this date, Gen. Alexander M. Patch, as XIV Corps Commander, assumed
command of the Guadalcanal-Tulagl zatreeza..éL
The worlz of the First Marine Division on Guadaleanal was over.
It left the island on 9 Jecemper, but not all Marines were withdrawm
at that tine., Left behind under Army control were the 2d and Bth
Yarine Reziments, together with an artiliery battalion of the 1lth
Marines. But the bull of the ground combat forces consisted pri-
marily of the Americal Division, whoge 164tk and 1824 Regiments were
pushing alongz the coast until by 24 Hovember they had succeeded in
- establishing & position immediately south of Pt, Cruz. JSeyond this
point they did not go unitil a general offensive could ope prepared,
following the arrival of reinforcements.s Throughoub these operaw

tione, the P-389's conitinuslly hammered ait Jap ground positions and

‘ troops all along the coasgt, on some days flying as many asg 11 missions.s
CONFIDEMT TAL
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December was a month of preparation., On the way south from
Haweil were three convoye carrying the fresh 25th Division and the
. 6th Marine Reglment, althougn these units did not arrive until 17
Desomber, 1 Januwary, snd &4 January.7 Heanwhile, the Jap was working
overtime with his FKxpress. After the digaster of mld-Wovember the
eneny seemed %o have consignsd bis forces in the Lower Solomons %o
extinetion. TFor approximately a woek after the Battle of Guadalcanal,
the searching B-17's reported a very low concentretion of shipping
at Buln, but on 24 Novemver, the number began to grow, Pilots
sighted nine destroyers and seven curgoe vesgels, plus other craft
they could not identify, while subsequent reports added possible
heavy cruisers.e The Jap obviously was preparing another run down
the Slot to try to save Guadalcanal. On the last day of the month
the attempt was made; in the Battle of Tassafaromga a U. S, Navy task
force under Hear Adm. Carleton H. Wright drove off the Japanese, but
only at considerable cost to its own heavy crulser strength.g Des-
pite losses, the Express contimed to operate with "considersble
freedom of action.® Although the smell, fast task forces occasion-
ally were intercepted by strike forees from Guadsicanal--usually SED,
IBF, and P-32'g.~the Jap continued to slip through to put troops
ashore at Kokumbona, at Dome Cove, or in the vicinity of Cape
Espera.nce.lo
Admiral Halsey was aware of the difficultles faclng the forces

on Guadaleanaly he also was aware of the losses his surface craft

. had suffered in the area arourd the Lower Solomena, In the'latter
COi"«”’ID[NTI[\L
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pert of Decenber ke sdviced Harmon thet he wae not £;§U:QO|E1£Q£JJ:{'-
the ext~nt to vhich air and surface forces could check elther the
dxpress or the enery's submerines, ond directed the Arny genersl to
take necessary actlon for elimincilon of all Jepanese forces fronm
the isle.nd.ll Acoordingly, Harmon wroceeded to Juadaleanrl, vhere
ke aomroved General Eatekls vlen of operstions, D2riefly, Patch HrO=-
vosed to cend the smericsl Division, together with some units of
the Second Morine Division, wertwerd slong the north cosst of the
island, while the 25th Division wes o0 cerry out rn enveloning move—
ment to the scuth ~nd westwerd of tke Jrmanese forces,lg 3efore
the Jem could be driven off the islend three stens were neceespry,
First vos the reduction of the hil) mass known ac ¥§. Austen, which
dominated Henderson Field from 1ts wmosition ecst of the ¥atanikau
end 5 rmiles south of the becch., Seconily, the Jep would hove to
be driven wert of Kokumbone, thereby preventits hin from emloyving
sriillery egeinet tre air strins, And finslly, 14 would be necagoary
to block the trall which crossed the islsnd from Kokumbone south to
Zeonfort Eey, thereby preventins smy movencnt to our south flemk or
the escrme of enenmv troomse wiuo were trrvwred ezst of the Fohe River.m
On 17 Decerber wmreliminary overstions ser inst Mb, Austen were
ovened by the 1324 Infantry in tke foce of atiff resistence, To
circumvent the eneny the 23 Fatielion of the 1324 made o wide flsnke
irg rovement to the south, only to be holted by very heavy enemy

resistence on & line running awnroximntely nortk snd south Letweexn

Fille 27 rnd 81, Conosing it wes the femed "OK4" unit, entrenched
?%Ef‘“;;|:_<_=r- :;t" . ¢
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poross the forks of the llotrniken, rnd dug in 02 the rugped terrain
. commrising the morthwert slomes of I, .&usten.l ‘ On the 6th, the
1328 wes reviceed by the 35th Infantre, +nd 4 dove leter the finsl
offencive on Gusdelcinal ovened ot 0580, Elenents of the Aroyls
Amerienl srd 2Bth Divisionsg, ~nd of the Second IMerine Divislon, fsced
the trrk of driviag the Jrns off the series of hille collectively
knovn ag Mt., Austen, Hueh of the terrein was nerrlw immzeseble,
Le often ns mossible the Jem hed orjanized ground in such s way thet
it was necegerxv to deliver the atbccks uwoward, Resistence vas bitters;
often the stronz nmoirts were tzizen only sfter vioclent hrnd-to-hnnd
corbrb.

Peroughout tie errlv ctegee of the offensive, the AMF rertiel-
nried fireetlv in the bettle, Tow on the isle=ad vere &etrciments
from the 329fh, ?0th, 10th, ~nd 63th Fishiber Snousirons, #1) onerating
under tihe control of Brips. Gen, Iranelis P, luleshy, who hrd errived
with the forue-rd echelon of the 24 Merine Alrer-ft "/ing on 75

15
Jecexzker, The burden of maeh of the ground cuwmeord vwes borne by

the F-220s, whieh hrd mroved themeelves so well in their close

cooverstion with the llarines, Uow thev were to carry on with the
16

Arovte diviciens, Tkre rerainirg detschrments of the 63th hed
rerehed the ielsnd on 8 Iecerber vinere thev iunediptely began onerew

tions from Pishter To, 7, enjoring the distinction of being the
17
firpt cornlete AAF sousdron to bere on Guedsleansl,

. Turing the wreliminery strger of the offensive, F-39Tg nnd

E8I's etruck regulorly at tho ensuyle bivourc nrems end surmly
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durps around Eokumbona; the Marines merely logged thelr work ag
. "P.39'g haragsed the eneny all dey. w18 On D-day they did more,
From 0580 to 0620, artillery pounded the enemy, followed by 20
minutes of bomberdment by 12 P-39's and 12 S8D's, The targets were
the eneny's positions on Hill 53 and on pointa lying south of the
hill, Zach P-39 earrled ons 500-pounder, each SBD, three depth
charges, so that vhen the ground troops launched thelr attack at
0655 they reported little resistance in the bonmbed area.lg A thoogh
it was expected that the Jap would attempt to hold Hille 52 and 53
at all costs, the let Battalion of the 27%h Infentry was able to
galn its objectlve (apparently Hill 53) without serious opposition,
a moneuver wihich foreced the enemy into a pocket bounded by Hills 56,
57, and 66. In addition to elearing the way for reduction of the
strong point, other P-39's struck at reinforcements moving up through
the jungle and had set afire several munition dumpa-go In the
strugegle around Iit, Austen, the .&.A.‘.E"::a fighters attempted to isolate
the area to itke Jap by cutiing hin off rrom the ccastal supply voints,
Dowvn on the beach ai Kokumbona two P-32's strafed troops early on_the
13th. TFive more hit at Visale later in the day, and as often azs
targets appeared the strafers were out to atrike.al Next day they
flew all day long, this time using improvised gasoline bombs; and
on the 16th, B~2t's were called in to assist. Tascafaronga wes the

target of the medium bomiers, vwhere they dropped 82 x 100-1b, bombg

. followed by a depth charge abtack by five P~392's in the lih, Austen
2 o gmany s
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It wee difficult to cucply the troone sround Mi, Aueten,
partlcularly in the sector held by the 3E5th Infantry of the 25th
Divielon, Eoth the lst ~nd Pd Battellions net noverful resletnuce
around Hills 43 ond 44, vhere suonly lines grew go alffiewlt thet
it became necesgesrr t0 csll unon the B-17's from Henderson Field for
unorthodox assistance.aS Until the 65th Zngineers could commlete
their tack of dredzing the Natanikau it wes necessery to enlict the
efforts of 300 natlves mlus msny of the 25th's combat persennel to
carry in fuel end ammunition, However, by 1) Jamusry it was clear
tket the lst snd 34 Battalions hrd cut-distonced the native cerriers,
vho could not mrite o rouad trin In 1 day, TUntil the native camp
could be noved forwerd, 2 mrocedure which reguired 3 deoys, the
burden of providing retlons, weier, end srmunition was thrown upon
B—l?'s.z4 Improviged cargo rerackutes wore used to the extent of
the locel supply but it was necessary %o meke some drops withoud
warpchutes; items were simply wrepped in canves or burlev =nd thrown
out of the plcnes, 45 a result, the rate of loss was excesgive,
Frobably 85 mer ¢ent of fhe rations were saved, only 15 mer cent of
the smmunitien wes useble, snd mreetiecsliy none of the weter, whieh

25
was dronped in Segellon erng, could be recoverad,

The se~le of these opersbtions wes modest when messured cy the
stepdards of other theaters, On the 13th, fouwr fiishte by a B-l?
delivered 7,000 nounds of amounition snd surmllies; 2 dovs later
cnotker wlsne drommed 8,000 pounds. Yet small #s ther were, these

efforte helwed Lo keen alive 2 brttalion until the ground supply
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line could be reopw.ed..as Meanwhile, the 66tk Zaglneers had
. commleted thelr dredging vy 17 January, a feat which enabled s
barge llne extending up the Matamikaw to the base of Bill 50 to
begin ite operations. From this point a steep trall led w to the
front lines and hand carriers relieved the B~17's from supply
operatlions. 27
While the lei and 3d Batialions were hendicspped by lack of
supplies, the 24 Battallon of the 35th Infantry was mnabvle to ad-
vence againat the sirong Javanese reglgtance of the OKA wnii, which
now was blocked in the pocket betwesen Hl1lls 31-27 and 43-44, The
area was small and too constricted ito bring artillery fire to bYesr
without risiking casualties anong the attacklng troopa. Here was a
problem for the P-39's., On the morning of the 17th a squadron
earried 12 x EC0-1b. depth charges into the pocket,'?’a where their
terrific blast was helghiened by the nature of the bterrala, Two
days later the pocket was overrun and the 25th Division drove on
toward the coast, I¢s goml was Kokumbonz, which it reached on 25
January, capturing the Poha River wvalley as well.zg
Thus the Jap lost conbrol of the nearest good landing beach
wosd of the air strips, At the same time he lost his artillery posi-
tiong with {the pleces vhich were a constant menace to Hendersen Field
and to the ground troops in the Mb, Austen area. Xost, too, were
his supply routes to the sonth and east which led to the Matenikau,
. then on around %o Henderson Fleld; gone were the principal radio

station, the mein ammmnition dwme, and the stores of materiel.so
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The final phase of the offensive consisbed of a pursult of the

enexy along the northwest coast of the islemd toward Cape Esperance,
a procedure which General) Patch ordered on 256 January.al Along the
nerrow coastal »plane, no more than 300 to 600 yards wide, the Army's
16lat and 147th Infantry Reglments and the 6th Marine Regiment drove
ageinst a2 defense which at times was most stubborn. The terrain

was cub with many shallow streams, while inland, the high ground
extended toward the beach in a series of long finger-like ridges

to which the Jop elung on the raversa slopss.za A% the Bonegl River
the advance slowed in the face of organized reslstaace, but the 147th
Infantry repldly overcame this, combtimuing on wp the ecoast againet

seattered opposi 1;:1.f.m.5:5

Yow the ground forces enjoyed the support
of friepdly destroyers as they pursued the Jap,
vhen the 24 Battallon of the Americal's 1324 was disgpatched in
& separate amphibious operation, it was placed cormpletely in the
rear 0f the enemy. On 1 Februmry this force Janded =% Verahui,
about 7 mlles southwest of Uope Egperance. Thus it not only blocked
any retreat of the enemy concentrated in the Cape HEsperance area,
but was ready to drive north and east toward the forces advancing
to the west.34 Both forces mede excellent prozress. Inm his
report for 8 February, Genoral Harmon could inform the Chief of
DEoff that "o have the Fips on the xun, n30
The Jap was on the run. He was learning the meaning of the
phrase Uigelatlon of the battlefield! as ho retreated wp the coast
past the skeletons of the vesgels intended to bring in his rein.

forcements, As CONMSCPAC had indicated to General Harmon, it had
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not been posoible to sezl off Guadaleansl entirely from the enemy's
suyply depnotes up the Solomon chain. 3Bubt what was achieved in thia
direction was in large part the product of the growing air strensth
upon the igland. As soon as the supply lines lnto Guadalcanzl had
besn secured in Hovember, it became possible not only to defend the
fieid mors adequately, but to-mount an increasing number of B-l7
strikes against the shipping points on Bougzinville. o longer was
long-range elr activity limited to eporadic and wesk raids against
eneny polnts: now his distant air Pases and cargo carriers felt the
preseance of $he heavy bombers, of mediun B~-26's, and of a growing
nuiber of strilkes by SBDig and TBF'g,

The Jap dld not suplnoly accept all this without a counter
effort; ho oo was racing egainst time to solidify his holdings
throughout the Solomons, and he had salected lew Georgla as a bloek
to Dhiadaleanal. Coast wabtchers reported that on 20 November, under
cover of bad weather, five ghips had sueccessfully reached Munda,
whore they unloaded and departed before planes from Henderson could
reach them. Four days later four B-17's hit Munds Polnt a.:-e:a.;56
henceforth Munda became a primary target ifor every type of combat
aircrait on Guadaleanal. Almwost simulianeously the Jap improved
hig position at Reikata on Santa Isabel, where in late November he
landed fresh relnforcements at what he called a "ses recounsissance
basa, "3? Relrata, like Munda, became a frequent target in December
and Jenuary.

As the heavy and mediun bombers labored to pirn down the Jap
farther north it became increasingly difficult for the enemy to keep
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alive his uniits on Guadalcanal. Early in Decenbver P-39's searching
out of Guadalcanal sighlbed several groups of 100 to 200 oll drumg
. lashed together to Bﬁpport wooden boxes, all glowly drifiing ashors
off Tassafaronga. Perhaps they had come from gubmarines or from
barges. In any case, 1f the Jazp hoped to teed his troops by such
nethods he wajs disappoilnted; on 4 and & December the P-39's thor-
cughly bombed and strafed these supplies before most of them ever counld

drift within reach of ths enemy.ss

Farther north the Jap was making
a determined offort to salvage what he could in the Solomons, and
the twd B.17's which daily covered the sectors leading up both sides
of Bougainvlille malntained e sharp watch on the Buln-Tonolel area,
as well as on the flelds at Buka and Kieta.

Perhaps the best example of Japanese persistence was the corple-
tlon of the runwey ot Munda Point on New Georgla, despite almost
dgily bombing Dy all types of alrcraft from Guada.lc:mal.ag Barly
in December there were indlcations that an sir striv was wnderwvay
on Munda, Yhen P-39's thoroughly sirafed the area from 50 feeb
altituie on & Decenber, they found trucks, steam rollers, carts,
and armple evidence of two strips under construction. At the same
time close investigetion of Banika Island in the Russells revealed
increased activity, so that this point too came under attack by P.39's
from Guadal canal .0

B-17% of the 65th and 1llth Groups now operated afier 3 December
under a jolnt headguarters, and spart from their search mission,

thaelxr primary target for the month was Munde. No less than 21

missions were made againet the Jap air installations on Naw Georgla
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alone, although as often as posgible counter-air onerations were
carried ont againat the Bougainvilie air stripa.4l Desplie the
pounding of lunda, the fleld appeared nearly ready for use by 9

Dscem'her.43

Whenever the reports of search planes revealed a cone
centratlion of shipping in the Buin area, a strilke mlsgion would follow
up with an attack, 1f sufficlient planes were avallable. And in re-
taliatlon for the incessant night work of WWashing Machine Charlie®
on Guadalcanal, the B-17's began to operate over Kahlli =nd Munda
during the early morning hours in an attempt %o harass the flying
personnel,

On one such nieslon, that of 19 December, two baskets of a
gpeeial "gsecret wezpon were loaded into USkipper,™ the plane of
Capt. J. J. Charters of the 98th Squadron. Fox 2 hours shorsly
after midnight Oaptain Charters remained over Easill, vwhile enemy
searchlizshis prohed the sky to find hin, At 15-minute intervals
‘bomba were dropped, and after them went the secret weapons, These
s’oré’ng‘fde'qices were smooth, hollow cylinders, of semi-transparent
material, tapered at one end, which yielded an eerie wall as they
dropped. Their effect upor Japanese personnel could not be measured,
but the words of the squadron historian were probably apt: Wit is
possibtle to have almost as much fun with empty beer bottles as you
can in the process of ewntylng them, udS Some of the ralds won
Buin yielded quite unexpected results. For exarple, on 1i December

. reports flltered back from the lecal coast watcher that a direct hiy
had been made upon a wire cage containing seven large dogs, for whlch

the watcher conveyed proper sppreclation to those responsi'ble.M

.

SBEQUNE T o WA i'l}N {DE!" T’ ‘L

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958

TR e
'AAQ.L ‘X‘Lr; \ ! COFF




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
e

. I T L
" !_m R s T }
I -
. ,

WY e v
- i \ﬂ(\

»"‘ -~ -~ bl — ,‘ " (\
AW TR RN ST eion < \

(‘..‘_

r,%‘T.

Rabawl was the focal polnt of nearly all eneny shipping
. destined for the Scuth Pacific., Here was a wealth of targets if
only they could be reached, but the round trip from Henderson was
over 1,300 niles, s distance too great to permit the B~17 to carry
a full load of bombs with a reasonable fuel reserve for the ret-fn.m
trip.% Hevertheless, at 2300 on Chrlatmes Eve 11 heavy bombers
staging through Guadalcansl from Espiritu left Henderson Field for
Rabaul.. Six roached the target. Two planes gecured three direct
hits on a large itransport or cargo vessel, and near misses on others
of the 16 vemsels sighted in the imner harbor. The others struck at
wharves, air girips, snd shipplng; but reported less :smcrsesxs.46
4A11 planes returned from the misslion %o report the presence of more
than 60 ships in the outer harbor alone--a rich area for strikes if
it could ve reached rogmlarly, and in strength, It could not as yet,
et any rate nmot from the Solomons. As a result, on 28 December
General Harmon orderedl 12 heavy bombers of the 264k Squadron over to
lioresby, where they were to remain temporarily in a more favorable
pogition to sirike at Ra.'baul.47
By the end of December the Jap was sirongly emtrenched in ths
Central Solomons. To the north, Buka showsd increased activity; ih
the Buln aren of Bougainville the 2,200-foot larding strip on Ballale
Island appeared surfaced, while the air strip at Xahill was enlarged
and strengthened, probably to accommodzte two-englne bombers.48
. Heavy antlalreraft fire was inereasing in intensity over the Buin
area, but it was Munda which furniched the chief concern. The strip
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wae strategleally important to the Jap. Iits corsl constrvetion lent
. itself to rapld repair, and lying 196 miles from Henderson, it was
close to the extreme range of SBD'g gperating from Guadalcanal, If
it could be developed, flghters could ¢over the movement of surface
craft down $o the Lower Solomons and hold off the devastating air
attacks upon the Tokyo Express.ég o hold Munds the Jap sacrificed
heavily. Any combat type of plane could hit it from the Iunga strips.
end hit it they did, Yotk by day and by night, PB-17's sometimes
recained over Munda for 3 or 4 hours on a night mission, dropping
one or two 1C0-1lb, bombe every 16 minutes %o harass the Jap defen&ers.sg
Farly on the morning of the 24%h, 9 P~39's and 4 Fi¥Fls egcorted S
SBD's up to Munda, where they ceught some two dozen Zeros attempting
to take off, The totsl bag ran to 24 enemy fighters destroyed on
the ground or in the air, of which the P-39's were crediited with
four., Ivery one of the atbacking furce had returned undamaged: bub
this was an exceptlonal achievenent, as it was rare that such a con-
centraticon of alrcreft could be cauvght on the grouncl.m
The Jap did what he could to retaliate. On Guadsleoanal hip
patrols 8till occcasionzlly threstened to inflitrate through the
3efencse lines in atitempta to put out of action the planes on Henderson
and the Tighier strips. On 12 December a small parity broke through
to deotroy one P=3Y and & gas truck on Fighter lo. 2; two other
P-39'g were wired for demolition but the charges falled to e.xplo&e.sg
. Normally these raldéing puartles were spprehended before they

ecould reach any of the grounded pireraft, More serlous by far was
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the constant annoyance of Washing Machine Charlie., For months suall
rgids by enemy plames at night had Deen the cauvse of much irritation

. t0 troops and alr persconnel on Guadalcemnzl. Pilots rapidly felt the
offects of losa of sleep and excessive fatigue; although Jep bombing
Wwae never very accurate, and some of the missiles were bottles,
nevertheless the menteal hagzard was constani. TFurthermore, the in~
ereage in exposure to malarip during the darimess in the foxholes was
& constant threat to combat efficlisner of all 361‘80:11131.53 Ganersl
Patch was anxious to initlate preventive measures, recormending to
Admire). Halsey on 21 Decenber that six night fighters be asssigned to
the area. CGenmeral Harmon in turn passed on the reguest %o Washington,
agking for one flight of night fighters with Growmd Control Intercept
L1601 equipment.sg"

As upsual at thies stagme of the Pacifle war, the major problem was
one of eguipment. GOI installstlone in the Pacific theater were
practically non-existent, The Director of Alr Defense suggested that
one SCH.588 be gent out %o Guadaleanal, but the Favy demurred zt en-
ployment of this equipment, stating that mobile rather than flxed
installations wag required. 55 The Navy had indlcated that within 90
daye it couvld make availabtle G0l equipment by drawing uvon a mobile
Britlsh type in Now Zoalend; should this instelletion occur, it was
recormended by the Director of Alr Defense that six night-fighter
alreraft be sent down to Guadalcanal from Hawaii.ss

On 18 Fobruary seven P-70's of the 6th Night-Fighter Sduadron‘®s

. Detachment 93,7 18th Fighter Grouvp departed fror Hawail bound for
e e
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Guadalcanal, where they arrived on the last day of the month. One
plane was lost over the ferry rcute; the remsining six took thelr
. statlon o prevent the Jap from conbtlnuing hig night harassment of
the air installetions on Guadaleanai.’” For the interim Generel
Saville had recornmended that the night defense of Guadalcanal be
conducted by searchlights, antlaireraft, and fighter-gesrchlight
teans, pending the arrival of proper egquipment and personnel. So
far ss possible, this was Gone. An F4YF went wp one night in an
offort to prevent the bombing, but friendiy antlaireraft fire forced
the Maripe pllot down, Again a P-38 tried 1%, buf the Jap mersly
walted until the plane hed returned, then struck at the field. 58
The Jap did not always get away. ERepeatedly pllots of the
339tk Fighter Squadron had been aslting the alr commarder for per-
migeion to attempt a night interception. TFinally the offer was
asccepbed. On 39 January Captoln John W, Kitchell was alrborne
before davm, catching a twin-engine bomber just after it had dropped
1ts bombs. With an sppreclative ground auvdlence watching the per-
forrmance, Captain Mitchell's P-28 gent the Jap flaming into the 393.59
Unfortunately this result was not the rule, and no real answer to
the night reaiders was yet avallable. MNeanwhlle, the nlghtly contest
contirued over Munda apd Guadalcenal., Nelther aren was granted any
respite. If the Jap was wearing down the atrength of the men around
Horderson Yield, there at lenst was the satlefection that the enemy
. beitded down around Munda FPolnt was on the recelving end of similar

disturbance, The %Black Cats,! Havy PBY'g, now were harassing the
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Jep by dropplng demolition bombse, mortar ghells, beer bottles,

fragnentation clusterg, all at lrxregular inbtervals during the night
as often as weather permitte&.eo

¥hen Generzl Harmon went up to Guadalcansl at the end of Decenber,
he found conditlons "much improved,” so far as alr activitles were
concerned. The fighter pilots impressed him, and the P~3873 wers
glving excellent service with a minirum of maintenance difficulties.
P.40's, on the other hand {nine were in the island early in January),
were suffering from engine trouble. Henderson (Bomber Ho. 1) he judged
to be in "felr condition.® Fighter No. 1 was being regraded in prepara-
tion for laying of Marston mat, while the mat almost completely
covered Fighter No. 2, Down at Koli Point, Bomber Neo. 2 was under

61

construetion, 0f a2ll the planes, he gingled out the P-38 for

gpeclal pralse. It was provliding cover for boxbers, was performing
"excellently! as a reconnsissance plane, and had fsplendid poten-
tialities™ as a second bomber, With the arrivel of replacements and
the inecrease in nllotment, the total in the thester would be 41, dut
COMGZLSOPAC felt that he could readily use 100 and reconmended this
fizure as a goal to be achleved during the spring. 62
The improvement was heartening, yet operations from Guadalecanal
st1ll fell far below the ldeal., VWeather coanditions were extrenely
severe, imposing a heavy strain wpon £lying personnel. Strilkes were
pelng made under low cellings, with limited visibility and amid
driving ralnstorms; pliots executed take-offs and landings during

the heours of darkness whenever need arose, Some fighter pllots on
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escort duty wore averaging 5 to 6 hours'filght each day, which was
a heavy burden even under favorable conditlons, When Charlie
prevented sleep and rest each night, the rate of physlcal exhaustion
was high.63
There were other obsiacles to smooth opara'!;lions. At year's
end the enemy was placing heavy concenbtrations of fighters at Rabaul,
Fuka, Bvin, and so far as possible, at Munde Point., 3B=17's on
gearch wors neeting heavy oppositlon, a fact which led General
Harmon to request Admlral Fitch (COMAIRSOPAC) to review his plan
in regard to B-17 recomnaissance over Bougalnville. There was evi-
dence that the Jap was,at several points in the Solomons, maintalning
an air alert which increasedé the hazerd to unescorted B~17's, either
alone oxr in fo:t‘ma.'b‘im.t.64 At the same time the senior air commander
on Guadalcanal (General Mulcahy) appealed to CONAIESOPAC to move
one squadron of B-17's up to Cuadaleansal from Fapiritu because of
the limitatlons of alrcraft then avallable on the island, General
Mvleahy clelmed that the 3-26's were limited by en operating radivs
of 286 nzutleal miles, a ceiling of 10,000 feet, and an inablllity
to operate at night.ss As a matter of fact, mntil the last day of
the month the medium bombers took no part in December operatlons
from Guadnlcanal. On the 16th, Harmon reported that he had seven
B-~25's in the theater, with five more on the way, and that faellities
at Henderson were not yet adequate to permit employment of his B-26's.
When finally they moved up permanently at the end of December,

provision of escort for them proved 2 major problem. 66 Cnly the
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P-38 could provide escort to the full limit of the 'B-26 Tange, and

this fighter was at 2 "errific dieadvantage’ vwhen forced into
coubat at the B-26 ceiling or lower. In strikes against Eahill
and the Buln area, P-38's could furnish high cover at the target:
while P-£0's, held 50 miles short of Buln, could cover withdrawal
of the 'bombera.s'? On the other hond no flghter then available
could escort the B-17's to BRabavl., Thig development could ocour
only as the result of selzure of more advanced bases. It was nearly
always possible %o send along fighter escorts to Hunda, slthough
early in January it became necessary temporarily to withdraw the
P-39's fron thelr local attaciz operations on Guadalcanal in order
to hold them in reserve for escort missions,5®

The pattern of aperations for Jenuary and February remained
fairly steady, with Munda receiving constant attention. For his
part the Jap continued to develop alr bases up and down the Solomones.
By mid-Jenuary there were reports that the enemy was clearing a new
landing strip at the southeast tip of Kolombangers, and by the 224,
existence of this field at Vila Piesntatlon was confirmed. 59 Harasg-
ment of the Lungs fields continued, The Jap struciz on 11 January,
twice on the night of the l4th, onee the next night, while on 21/22
January no lecs than seven raids were made. Iven dlistant Esplritu
Santo recelved its share of hombs; the lsland was bombed on the nighg
of 20/21 Jemuary, for the first time.?o

Genoral Hermon's visit to Guadalcanal, made amid the operations
of Decenber and Januvary, indicated that substantial progress had
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been made in improving base installatlons, more perhaps than in

. securing a flow of reinforcements to the theater, Zarly in December
there wazs no indicatlon that either replacement or filler combat
erews wore en route, which led Harmon %o report that aetion must be
taken if operations were to be sustained. > fhe AAF commander pled
strongest for replacement crews for his bombardment alreraft: and
he was not varticular as to the basis for shipment--almost any help
would be appreciated. He oveerved the squadrons of the 1lth and
Sth Groups, found them tired, almost too tired to carry on, but he
could "give them no reasonsble assurance as to how long they will
have to carry the ball. To them there appears no end-just on and on
%111 the Jep gebs them. weo The best that could be done was to send
the crews on an occaslonal rest trip to Auckland, but the lack of
trensporta did not permit this on a regular basils.

Iach had been agked of these pioncer air crews. Some of thenm
backk in Septemper had flown as many as 1Y consecutive days on missions
vhich averaged 11 to 13 hours daily; many of them had gone to bed
hungry ot nlght after flying cozbat missions a1l day. Flight sur-
geons recognized that they were overworked, but wers foreced to close
their eyes to the physilcal conditien of pilots and crewmen, The Alr
sSurgeon of the Thirteanth Air Force estimzbed that out of the entirs
11th Grouwp, less than 10 flying officers could pass the shandaxd
AAF "84 physical examination, 2 By the end of December approximately

. 60 bomber crows were avallable for the {wo henvy zroups in the
theater, of vhich 25 lacirell navigators; while 10 were without

boubardiera, v
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ALF Hepdqusrters were cwore of the strein on the yersonnel in
the Sovth Preifie, Aoperently es e direot reewlt of informetion
from Hermon snd S-undere, Genersl frrvold inltirstel £ mrozrsm of re—
plocerent for £ll cocbrt mersonnel nfter spvroxinately 4 months?
f?s

continuous serviee, sunported by the mrovigion of rest onnortunities,
Hennvhile, Eerron ked beern informed thet the 11th Group would e re-
pleeed 2t the rete of elybit crews mer month, vet it wes oueetionable
vhether thic flow could seve hip crews, 2By 8 Jenurry only 19 remained
of tke oriminsl S55; the Flight Surgeen stabed tint more then ope-third
of the enlicted men rnd over zelf the flvins officers in tie entire
groun required :‘.mediate?relief Uif thev zre to be grlvrged for
further useful gervice," °

The sngver lew in immediete remlecexent of the entire mnit,
This wes HFrrronts wigh, but for the moment, replacementr rested unon
the plan to relleve no more tkrn elght crews per month, " Cn @
Februcry, Adniral Himitz informed Genersl Hrrong of the final plans
for relief of the 1ith Grows. The 307th Bomberdrent Group (H) would
move soubh vith its B-24Fs, The 5th Groun weuld remsin with Herzon,
while the 11th would e refurned to Eaweii for reconstitution 25 2
B~24 groun, ISxchange was to ocour in & menner o insure rensonszbly
effective borberdrernt ororr-tions in toth the fentral ~nd Soubh
Eacific durins the merlod of movemnt.%

In l-te Cctoter the 307th Groun hrd orrived in Oabu a5 e re-

vl-eerent for the 20th, vhich hed gone on douvn fo Australis; 2 months

later 1t too wee dlrected to lemve Hrwnll Tor the South Preifle, dub
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only over the sirong protest of Genersl anons. t. o 8 ated that the

. movement "gompletoely denudes us of bombardment squadrons except for
rements of a former light bembardment squadron,. . . "79 The risk
to Hewall was acceplod; need for the fresh groupn in the South Pacific
was even more criticzl, and on 4 Februnry Nimltz ordered 15 B-24's
to proceed south at once. The remalning planes and crews were to
iove out as soon as effectlve replacements were received from the
mainland. 5 Within 2 days the first 6 B-24's of the 307th Group wers
off for Esniritv from Canton, followed by 6 from Oaha on the T4h,

2 on the 8th, and the final one on 9 February, On this laat day the
ground echelons of the 370th and 434tk Squadrons as well as the
307th Group headquarters were ordered to Guadaleannl, although these
units dld not leave Omhu until the 224, when they sailed on the

President Tyler. 5

The 11th Grouwn was nearing the end of ifts activiity in the
Hebrldes and Solomons. It carrled on through February; then early
in Mareh its alireraft wers transferred to the 5th Growp. TFinally,
on 2B March all remainling personnsl embarked or the Pregident Polk,
resching Oohu on 8 Anpril, after en abgence of 9 months.az Fron thia
point on, 1ts record becomes part of the history of the Seventh Alr
Forgce, The group did not return empty-handed. In recognition of its
long service mgalnst the Japenese the entire unit was granted a
Presidential Citation on 23 January 194358

. A solution for the problem of the worn llth Group was alone not
enough; Genoral Harmon badly mneedsd heln in otber categories as well.
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ot only were his planes and personnel bearlng a heavy burden, bub
the flovw of airecraft to his thenter had fallen well below the total
allotted to the South Pacific by the Joint Chiefs of Staff.s‘g’ The
agreenent with the Favy had committed to the Soubh Pacific a total
of 72 heavy bombers, 57 mediums, and 150 fighters, all of whlch were

to rench the theater by 1 January 1943.85

By the end of the year
actual replacemsnts were far behlnd this scheduls in medium and heavy
boubers, although fighters had more than met the minimum deslgnated

by the original agreement.ss

Only 42.4 per cent of the allotted
mediums were in the theater., OPD called General Arnold's attention
to the faet that this situation clearly exposed the War Department to
eriticlsm by the Havy.w At the same time the field commander adied
his own plea for replacements. As of 2 January he reported 41 B-1l?'s
in the South Pasific, of vhich only 25 were in commission, and 12 of
these had been sent off to Port Moresby for operations sgainst Rabaul
under Goneral Kemney, lHoreover, many of hig heavwy bombers were so
0ld and war~worn that they could not be expected to caryy on much
longer. %

Admiral Halsey was equally Interested in lncreasing the tenpo
of air operations from Guadaleannl, Eoxly in December he informed
Adniral Nimitz of his plan to carry through the construction of
two bomber and two fighter strips on CACLUS., As a complement of
sircraft for thege siripe he indicated a total of 206 alreraft, con-
slsting of 80 fighters, 40 dive and 18 torpedo bombers, 30 heavy

bombers, 20 medivms, 12 Hudsons, and 6 photo and ubility types.eg
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General Arnold could readily agree with the plan to exvand the
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operating faeilities; he could not concur in the proposed disposition
. of alrcreft, Placing 30 heavy bombers on Guadalcansl would "spllt up
our Tactical unlis! and the same result would oceur if 20 mediump
were to be sent to the island. He made 1t plain that all aircraft
for the mew sirips mmst come from the rear areas, since it was im-
possible at the time to increase alr strength in the Solomons,
Furtherzore, he doubbted the necessity for such an increase and even
suggested thot a stratezic study might ¢all for a decrease.go
In response to this suggestion, AG/AS, Flans surveyed the respec-
tive order of battle in the South and Southwest Pacific, concluding
that AAF sirength committed to the area or on hand was suffielent
for the itmediate i‘uture.gl The figures were reassuring, A
comparlson based upon General lMacArthur's estimate of hostile air
strength as of Christmas Day 1942 showed o total of 405 Japanese
alreraft operating within the two South Pecific theaters. Opposing
these were 955 Allied ylanes, a number which furnished a substantial
preponderance.ga Theoretlcally this mergin of swerlority was in-
creaged even further by Plans' estimate that 388 enemy aireraft had
beer destroyed, as againat a loss of 160 Allied planes.% Plang
reiterated General Arnold'e original contention that replacements
for the forward areas be furnished from the rear areas rather than
by assignment of additionnl alrcraft above existing commitmentis.
The diviglon restated, as well, the oojections to splitting wp

. squadrons in oxder o meet the arblérary figures of the Favy, and
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propoged that one heavy growp of 36 aircraft be asslgned to the South

. Pacific. Bub as for reducing the current commitments, the recui-
nendation was ageinst it. Eneny activity in the South Pacific nade
such action undesirable--full implementation of the original JCS
deeision would suffi.ce.gé This enalysis received the approval of
the Alr Staff on 11 January 1943.

Proof by AAY Headquarters that a preponderance of alr power lay
in the hands of the Allles in the South Pacific did little to relleve
the straln upon General Harmon's men snd equipment. He needed plznes,
Ee soon was to get them. XBarly in Janusyy (eneral Arnold agreed to
place two additional medium squadronsg in the South Paelfie to zugment
the 69th and 70th squadrons already operating in the theater., Since
OFD was unwilling to move any squadroas away froo General Xemney to
meet this requirement, let twe squadrons, plus a medium group
headquarters be transferred to General Harmon from the Western
Defense Gommand.95 The new squadrons were the 390th and 7bth, which
together with the 421 Bombardment Group (i) were withdrawn from the
Westorn Defense Command, By 20 Febraary they were scheduled to
move out from San Francisco on the first available transportation,
to be joined on 22 March by the 69th and 70th Squadrons, which were
relieved from the 38th Group (M) on 26 February for reassigmment to

96

the new 424, Fire combat crews of the 75%th Squadron left Hamiltion

Fleld for Hawali on 6 March 1943 in nine new B-2BG's. The 424
. Bombardment Group (1), which included the 3%0th Squadron, sailed

from San Franeisco aboard the Mavi on 28 Man.h a:vriving at Hounesa

on 15 April, 97 CD! DL ﬂ-l lﬂi
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Thece eirersft weore E-25'g, ng were r£11 medivm bowbers slated
for Freifie rorvice, just as Be4's were renlreing 211 B=17Ve¢,
Geners] Arnold hod been congidering the cdveonbtries of such a chenge
foxr riruy weelg, Alrerdv in Qetober ke hnd ndvised Genersl Henney
of the shift in tyoe of heavy vo~ber, but annrrently Genegal Hormon
wag not wet rrrre thet - commlete exchmnge wes uader WOV, ’ It was
Plenned thet the nusber of E-Z6¥s nsnd E=17ts would be reduced cs o
result of attrition until tke number fell belov a moirt of efficient
oneration, ot vhich tine the remainder would ve renlaced by Bwgblg
rnd Bw24%5, leanvhile 211 nomarl roplecesents would be the latber
tynes, B-ZB0%s snd D'y, spd B=04De .

£11 elong the line tiere was immrovement, On 8 Janucry General
Hermon wes informed thet 9 heevy bombers vith erews were exmected
to depert within 1 week, 9 more would go oubt loter in the nonth,
end 14 would resch the Scuth Preific in Februnr,v.m0 The £8 addiw-
tionel navigebors rnd 16 bomberdlers which he rsized for on the 19th
wonld be furairhed M-ithout delew," Lote in the month 211 but 6 of
the navignbore wers under orders to nroceed br adr frow the mrinlsnd,
to be followed by 9 edditionel neavigators with © more bombsrdiers
who ould come out by air from Hawali =nd ve aveilsble 20 Febru-
ary.ml Throughout the crumelgn the wressure umon nevigators
hed. been hoavier then uvon nnw otker crew member; even ab Vidwey
this feetor wre evident, TFlight ecurgzeons attributed it to the
. constent overwwoter flyiny, where the nevizctor, whoe bore tke major

ressonsibility, ves nlaced wnder undue wenusl strsin for lons hours
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in daily flights, Whatever the cause, they had collapsed more
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rapidly than anyone else, with the result that the erews were short
in this department., Now at long last, replacements and fillexrs were
on the way.loa

¥ot all of the schedvled aireraft reached Harmen as plenned:
only 8 B-24's arrived with crews in January and 4 of the B-36's
had B-26 crewa,los but even this situatlon was a vast luprovement
over the slim diet of 1942. Thore was a reason for the change, AAF
Headquarbters had glven the highest priority to the aselgnment of air-
craft to the South Pacific in an effort to bring the theater up to
the fu11 strength subhorized by the Combined Chiers of Staff,
Ustrenucus efforts! wore eing made to avold delays along the ferry
route and "every effort’ was under woy to meet personnel require-
ments. 104

One plane could not be spesiel oub and it was badly nesded.
The P~3€ was the woxk horse of escort operctions. There were heavy
demmnde for it from the forward area, where iz the &0-day peried
ending 16 February no less than 51 per cent of the total number
at Guadalcanal had been lost either operationally or in combat.

General Harmon agked Ifor more.105

Seven were on the way by sur-
face trensport, having left on 6 Jamuery, DBegimnirg with lMarch
production, 5 P-Z8'g would be allocated cach month Yo the South
Pacific, thus allowing a20 per cent attritional replacexent for the
full squedron (the BI9th) of 25 aircrafs.l06

Now came an effort to profit dy Xemney's experience with the
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Bw2b, Qenerzl Harmon requested that 25 per cent of the medium bombers
digpatched to his theater be modified to carry elght machline guns and
fragnentation bomb racks, in accordance with General Eemney's recom-

mendations. Acknowledging the request immediately, AFRDB advised

Harmon that aetion had been initlated to provide the reecessary per-

cenbage of medlum bombers equipped for minimm-altitude 'bom'baramen’c.m?

In the field, as well, the mediums were equipped for low-level attacks.

Both at Eagle Farms, Australla and at Tontouta the B-25's were glven
elght forward-fixed ,EO0-cal., machine guns, Ahead there lay the
prospect of replacing many of these mediums with the capnon-carrylng
B-25, Would Genersl Harmon like to use then in the South Pacific?
He would. A% the rate of 20 per month, if they conld be made avall-
able, but this development ley¥ in the future.lOB
The replacements now beginning to move out to the South Pacifie
were regarded by COMGEUIGOFAC as no more than the barest m:!.n‘.!.m‘m:l.10":3
His alr crews were tired and in some units which had been in the area
for nearly a year, morale reesched a low point. In the 69th Squadron
() there were only 6 navigators for 12 alrcraft during the last 2
weekp of Janmury; thege wore forced to act as bombardiers, and
oceasionally they even rode the planes as co—pilots.llo Yot omly
were sicinens and sirain cutiing deeply into the elan of personnel,
but in some cases there was a surprising lack of imagination in the
vrovision of living quarters for alr persomnel in the forward area,
At Goodslesnsl, for example, when the 69%th returned from its flrst
raid on ¥unda on 31 December, kaving flown w from Espirléu earlier
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in the day, 1% was a.ssigned. a camp slte whick formerly had been a
garbaege Guum and & Japznese burisl ground. YWith the siench of
garbage and decomposed bodies strong in their nosges, the men and
officers of the 69th spent their fivet night on Guadaloapal, Wt
Then there wers the rumors of return to the States which the ex-
perienced sqguadrens were gulck to credit ng official, Vhen addi-
tlonal tours were announced, morale sank; personnel of the &9th
Bowbardwent Squadron (M) end the 67th Fighter Squadron, both veteran
units, had undergone such an e:zr.pcsrﬁ.em:e.11'g

For much of thie there were reasons. AAF Headquarters was aware
of the de:E’i.c::I.t:%no:::T.es..M'3 Its accepted policy contempleted automatic
nonthly replacenent of aireraft and crews on a basis of 20 per cent
of unlt equlpment in plenes, three-~fourthe of which would be flown
out by permanent replacemcnt crews.n4 Yot several factors made 1t
impossible to implement this program. [There was the delay in modi-
fication and flnal preparsbion of alreraft, coupled with the heavy
demands upon Alr Transport Command persommel. ¥When it was anticipated
thzt the alreraft would be flown out by their own crews within g
reagonables perlod, AAT Headquarters was reluctant to lncrease the
burden of ATC air crews.ll® Furthermore, newly activated groups in
the ddle Ezst and Indiz absorbed many tralned crews originally
lntended a8 loss replacements, while the entire program of ZHeplace-
ment Training Units was late in starting, although it wasg belleved
that by esrly spring the supply would meet tke r.!.emanc‘t.l:"6 These

were the lmmediate factors which had prevented rapld shipment of
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air strength to the South Pacific, Now 1% was possible o say that

. a solntion was in sight for most of them,
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Chapter VI
CONCLUSION

On the afternoon of 9 February organized enemy reslztance care
to zn end on CGuadalcansl, whon two enveloping forces met 1 mlle
peyond the Tenamba Rlver gouthezast of Cape Esperance, From the
west the 2d& Batialion of the 1326 Infantry had pushed north and
east agningt scattered resiatance, following itas 1nitigl landing
near Versahul. Drlvirg westward was the 16lst Infentry. At approxi-
mately 1600 the two forces met and thug ended the ground ecampalgn
for G—uadalcanal.l There stlll were bands of Japanecse, both armed
and unermed, vhich were isolated in the hille, but tkese could be
dealt wlth in due time, The main force of the enemy pulled out,
and all who could not reach the beaches to be bteken aboard the
Exoress were abandoned, During the first weelr of Februzry the Jap
had sent down three large forces of destroyers to evacuante the re-
malring forces on !‘.§-1:!:.v.d.sa.1rmnal.2 Torpedo and dive bombers, escorted
by P-38's, P-3%'s, P-40's, and F4F's, struck hard at the Express on
the first, and something llke a mzjor alr battle developed. %The Jap
baé provided a cover of 30 Zesros, of which 12 were ghot down in the
first clash resr Save Islend, DBut desplie all alr oppositlon agalunst
this and the two succeeding Expresses, the eneny's vessels were able
to brenk through to pull his forces back up to .’Bu:!.n.:3

The ground campaign in the Solomons had completed its flrst

milestone, XNow 1t was possible for the division comuanders to rest
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SECHTITY IRPORMATION 17
thelr men, to enalyze the porformance of units and weapons, and %o
prepare for the nexi step northwest., First was the move from Gundal-
canal to the Russell Islands, which lay only 85 miles north of
Henderson Fleld. Although the digtance was not great, it was
apparent that occupation would deny the arez to the enemy, provide
better fighter provection for the assault on Munda, strencthen the
defense of Guadalcanal, end furnish a strateglc point for lending
eraft and PO ‘boats.4 For the occupailon a fresh division was chosen,
the 43d, under Maj. Gen. Jobhn H, Hegter. On 21 February elements of
this division went ashore on Banlka Islamd withoub opposition, and
imnediately construction of a fighter strip was begun, By 13 Apxil
both landings and teke-offs were sccomplighed snd 2 daye later the
rolled coral strip was ready for occ@ation.s

1¥ the ground foreces relaxed temporarily, the ailyr forces éid
not; their carpalgn continued to gather momentum. Certainly there
was no evidence that the Jap was digheartened by his loss of
tuzdnleanal. On the contrary, the first missions after the Japanese
withdrawal encountered new and heevy defenses in the Northern
Solomons, both from sntlaireraft five and from inereased fighter
opposition.e Photographs taken in January and Februsry indiested
intense construction aetivity, ecpeclally in the aprearance of blesh
pens and dlgpersal lanes, whose nunber was regarded a8 "phenomenal. !
Betvieen 15 Decomber 1942 and 15 Jenuary, the enemy more than doubled
hig dispersal facilities; one month later these had imereaged snother

80 per cent, so that by 15 February there was shelter for 245 aireraft
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as comnpared o 72 on 16 JJec:er:iber.7 Kavieng and Rabaul both showed
the result of intense effort by the enenmy's construction crews, which
led the photographic interpreters 4o conclude that from lunda to
Eavieng the Japznese could shelter by mid-February no less than 461
alreraft, Furthermore there was a slgnificont ehange in type of
inetallations. Froo August through mld-lovember, Japanese combers
attacking Honderson had come dowvn from Lavieng and Rabaul; few if
any hod been based in the Solomons, and novhere in the Solomons were
there bomber blast pens. How $here were no less than 72 blast pens
avallable for two-cnglne bombers, 44 at Mundo and Ballale, 18 at
Zuks, and at least 10 at Ka.hili.8 Iverywhere there were increased
antialreraft installations, searchlights, end most dangerous of all,
many mnore ﬂghters.g
In face of this situation, the heavy bombers resumed their
daylight attecks on 13 February. On 11 and 12 February, 9 FB4Y's
and 9 B-24's had moved wp to Guadelcanal from Esplritu, replacing
the B-17's wnich were withdrawn frots the forward area at the same
t:lma.lo Among them were 6 new B-24'r of the 424th Bombardment
Squadron (H), vhich had reached Guadalcaral on 11 February, led by
Maj. Edwin Greane.ll Tow 1t was their turn to share the burden so
long horne by the 5th and 1lth Groupe. A1l 6 planes left Henderson
on the morning of the 13th, led by Col, Franir EBverest, and escorted
by 4 P-G8's and 7 P-40's. The barget was the shipping at Shortland,
& dangerous apot now. FEngine trouble forced 3 P-40'g to return
before they reached the target. Two P-38's turned back just short

of Buin, bub the formation pressed on. 12 CO&\E HDENTI ’ﬂ‘«
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Ahend of the formaotion was the first strike of 9 PBAY!'g, eg

. corbed by 4 P-28's and 11 of the liarines' new Jorsairs, which were
maltlng their first appearance as lons-range escort planes. {ver
the ferget area at 1130 the heavy bombers found one large cargo
vessel underway, . dropped their 54 x 1,000-pounders and secured
no hits, MNor were they disturbed by the 6 Zeros sigb.ted.]'z Shortly
after noon the AAF B-24's attacked from 14,000 feet, securing one
direet hit upon a eargo vescel out of 36 x 1,000-1b. bombs dropped.
Liow the Jap rotaliated. Over the aren he had ot least 30 Zeros
and 15 float figaters, plus the support of heavy flak from naval
vessels in the harbor. Lt. George Traeger's E-z4 disintegrated
over the target as the repult of a direct hit. A P~40 weni down
amid the flak. Ancther heavy bomber, piloted by Lt. Bussell Fowe,
received a hit after reaching the target and fell behind, soem to
erach flaming into the sea, Stlll a third, that of Lt. Harold G.
McKeese, dropped out of formation with a wing and one engine aflire,
Fighting off 10 or 12 Zeros, the pllot crossed Cholseul to make a
successful water lanfing off the north coast of that island, protected
in part by the P-2Z3 of Li. Ropnert P. Rist, wko destroyed 3 Zeros
before he waos shot dcnm.:,'4 For nsorly sn hoxr the Zeros continued
tha attaeck agalnst the svrviving planes. On the run down the Slod
ne more alrereft were shot down, but beczuse of excessive meneuvering,
all 3 of the remalning P-38's ezhausted thelr fuel before reaching

. their base and were forced to maze water landings. Thus the entire
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The T-24'g had pald a stiff price in their inisial mission, “L

182

Three of the 6 had been logh, together with most of their eseort.
. The single kit on the transport and the 8 Zeros destroyed softened
the loss only sligatly, for the exchange was heavily weighted in

favor of the Jap.ls

Kext day the Liderators tried agaln. 1ine more
went up %o Buin, accompanied this time by 10 P-3&'s and 12 of the
Marine'!s new FP4U's. Again the Jap sent up 45 fighters to intercent,
end 2gain the eost was heavy. One B-24 was shot down in a head-on
atbacik, anothor craush-londed off Wew Qeorgla; 2 of the Corsalrs
went down, while the 339th Fighter Squadron, on one of itg blackest daye,
logt 4 of its P-38's. Bowmbera and escorts had shot down 12 Zeros and
the B-24's sant a large cargo vessel 2 miles off Eehill, but the price
vas too high.l? It wos imuedlately apwerent thalt operatlons of this
type could not long be sustained. Consequently on 14 February day-
light attacks on the Buln area were disconitinued until more adequate
fighter coverage could be prcnr.'i.d.eél.lts

Heneceforth throaghout the spring, the B-24's becane nlght
raiders, harassing Vila, Munda, Eghili, Ballale, end usave, never
in any great strength and nearly always at aight. Lospes dropped
immediztely, but so did the effectiveness of the bombing., It would
not improve until heavily escorted missions once again could strike
‘the ships at Buin in broad daylight. The Jap had dug in; he was
propared to fight a stubborn holding battle all along the chain of
iglands leading north to Rabaul, and operational gtatlstics lend
emohasig to this conclusion. ¥or the first time in the history of
CONFIDENTIAL

et i o e i A g

""\arff( 1

T »
LS LJ L 1 -
‘gﬂ g c ;

b AL N IR S S

SECIINET ; IS RN BLe ]

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

~

\‘|;§" iz s , £ ¥ J T :?‘4 183

QE{‘U;,&F ‘v' i:%ﬂ*-ﬂjw‘;rh ’i :IQ‘\!
the Solomona campaign, during the last weelr of Pebruary the score

of alrecraft destroyed in combat favored the enemy: the Jan loat 3,
. U, 8. forces 5‘19 For the entire month the score of the fighters
vas favorable, but the margin was by no means so wide as 1t had been
in Septemiber and October. A total of 40 Jep alreraft had been des-
troyed in Februsxy, for a loas of 30 U. 5. planes, although 11l pilots
had been rescued.
Phroughout February every type of plane on Guadelcsnal continued
%0 strike at Munda, yet the Jap seemed capable of ghsorbing terrific
punishment; on 15 February returning pllots could revort a total of
40 planes on the field..zl Renge was no problem. The farget lay
only 19{ milsa distant, and gradually the air offensive gained
monembun, Wighters and bombers sbruchk at the ememy's strip in daily
missions, and at night, as well, so often as the weather would perait.
Cver all these operatlons the ALY exercised only limited comtrol,
despite activation of the Thirteenth Air Force on 13 January 1943.
On 26 December 1942, Brig. Gen. Francis P. !mleahy had become
Senlor Naval Aviator on Guadalcanal, exercising direct control not
only over the Second Marine Alreraft Wing but also over all other

alrcraft on the 1sland, recardlese of servlce.‘?'?'

With the growth of
air strength on the forward area, this organinmation apparently proved
uusablsfactory. On L February Generel Muleahy assigned to the
Gommending officer of Marine Airveraft Group 12 the additional duty

. of Fighter Comnander, & position filled by the latter until 25 July.

The fighter commznder was charged witi operatlonsl control of all

Arry, Wavy, larine Corps, and Yew Zealand fishter squadrons based
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on Gusdalesznal, and later on the Russells.zs A further step in the
srowth of the unique alr command in the Solomons occeurred on 16
. Februnry, vhen Rear Adm, Charles P. Hason, with four staff ofiicers,
assumned command of all aircz:aft on the island.% The negscent unlt
was known as PAlr Command, Solomons,® bub it soon acquired the
abbreviated title of GOHAIESOLS;. With General Muleahy providing
conbinuity ag Chlef of Staff, the new orgunization rested initially
upon the old Second liarine Wing: later it developed a more indepsndent
struecture and ineluded representatives of the AAF, Navy, and Marines. 20
This was the command which now was sending the heavy bhombers up
to Bousainville, and the heterogeneous mixture of planes to llunda.
Un gone missions, the strike would be 2ll Marine, with Wildeats
and Corsalrs providing the escort for TBF's end SBD's. Again, many
strikes invelved only AAF plames; nearly all the B-26 nmissions to
¥unda were egcoried by P-32'g, often covered by P-38'a. But with
equal Irequency the services were pooled; AAT fighters flew slong-
gide TBF's, SBD's, the lHew Zealand P~40'g, and both types of Marine

£igaters. 20

The task of welding this conglomerate air forece into a
smoothly funetioning organication was not ar easy one., It woe not
achieved at once. There were problems of suoply, of administration,
and of combat technigue which faced the staff of COMAIRSOLS for
neny months, bubf none proved insoluble. HMarine Fighter pilots fly-
ing thelr Corealrs on long-range escort mlgsions furnished s probdlem

. in air dlsecipline during the inltlal weeks of operation of thess
planes. In lMarine eyes the mission was to shoot Zeros. Under siress
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of attacik there was a tendenecy to leave the bombers in order to zget

on with the business of knocking down the Ja.p.a?

There was little,
if any, such trouble with the AAT escort, and none at all with the
Yavy fignters, who maintained excellent alr discipline. Tae Few
Zealanders were beyond eriticiem. Their P-40fs flew perfect missions,
their pllots wore very modest as to their achievements, and they
cooperated in every posazidle manner.'?'a
Probvlems of supply arose, pariiculariy in the provision of
aireraft smmunltion for all four services on Guadaleanal, Beeause
of the limited space avallable, only one bomb dumny was built, vhich
then was suporvised by the Merine Alr Group. 3Bub bthere was only one
dump, and soon if became viriually imposaiole to segregate bombs pro-
cured by the Army, the Havy, apd the Marines:; everything was poured
into the same pile.zg Bach service had ite owm supply representative
regponsible for procurement of ssmmunition for his own alreraft, yet
under the pressure of day and night raids by the eneny and heotic
hours of unloading from the ships, normal yprocedures droke down.
IThere was so mach to do~-and so few trucking and unloading facilltles
tc handle the tremendous volume~-that the maln objective wag to
get the stuff ashore and to hell with paver work.” As the bombs
piled uy in the dump, it became spparent that the source of supply
nzde 1ittle difference to the Jap; all four services began to draw
upon the single dump. Resupply was another problem. The services
vers engaged in a comblned tactleal operation: to sustain it ther
would have to establish =2 codmbined supply operation. So long as
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each seorvice ordered independently through 1ts own supply channels,
. there was constant danger of omlssion or dupllcation; some items were

ordered in iriplicate, others not at all, To overcome this confusion,
Lt, Col. W. F. Tinsley drew up a plan for coordination of all orders
through his office, which then became a clearing house for gll ser-
vices on Guadsleanal. By loeal consent the plan was approved and
was pub into effeect in li:ala,rq::h..:m

By such methods some of the difficulties of joint operations
were eliminated, bub success was dependent t0 a large extent won
the personalitlies of the staff of COMAIRSCLS, luch remained to be
Gone before the Solomons zlr forces conld fumetion at full
efficliency. 81

Taroush January and February the 5th and 11tk Groups, with
thelr B-17's, nad carried on froc Espiritu Santo ard Guadaleansal.
In Januzry the bombers had destroyed 9 enemy aircrafi, Gamaged 4,
and secured hits on B ships ont of 412 bombs dropped. During the
followlng month the B-17's encowntersd 31 Zeros in combatb, destroy-
ing 11 of the enemy fighters. Only 3 cargo ships were attacked,
vut of the 85 bombs dropped, 8 were direct hits on 2 vessels.sz
The search pattern continued, both from Espiritu Santo and Guadal-
cansl; on 21 days of the monih the B-17's senrched 4 seciors fronm
Espirltu Santo, and on 11 others they covered long areas out from

Henderson, in addiftion to comnleting 11 speclal searches from both
. islands &
. FATNE MRt AT b B NY
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By the end of February AAF units hal been engaged in the Solomons

for slightly more than 7 months, The pioneer period was draving

to & close, What woere its lessons? Vvhatever was accomplished rmst
be judged In light of two major factors: at no time 4id the AAF
exercise operabional conbrol over its own alrcraft, snd at no time
were the air and ground personnel able to escape the damsging effects
of combat auid primitive conditloms,

The firat factor is quickly explained., The South Pacific was a
naval theater; admirals commonded both its air and surfaee forces,
regardless of parent service of the wnits involved, So often ms
necessary, General Harmon attermied to advise and guide the naval
comanders with respect to the proper operatlon of AAF aireraft, and

from Adriral Halsey he secured exzcellent coopera’aion.s'?‘

There wers
AAF representatives on Holsey's staff, while others were affiliated
vith the nasceni organization of COMATRSOLS., But the ultimate
achievemsnt of such cooperatlon was limited; never was there opera-
tlonal aubtonomy for the AAF unibs, and never did they have any
contral over the supply lines which kept them alive. fhe result
vas a gsevere handicap upon thelr operaticens, nob only f£rom the
forward area on Guadaleanal but also from BEgpiritu Santo.

Personnel of all services were hard hit by the primitive condli-
tions irn the forwerd areas. Malaria was the primary scourge of the
area, bub much more than malaria lowered the efficiency of the
fighter pilots and ground crews on Guadaleanal during the early
months of the campaign, On Henderson Field there were the shellings,
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the nightly bombings of Washing l'achine Charlie, and the limited food

suoply. With 1ittle sleep at nighi--or none at all--and with
physical comforts non-existent, pilot fatigue was all out of pro-
portion: here men flew in combat wio under normsl condlitlons would
have been grot;.nd.ed.zs Thege mon in the area wno had operated aboard
ezrriers realized better, porhaps, than any one else the true nature
of the hardships, Lt. Comdr, Leroy €. Slmpler attempied to point
this out on his refurn from Guadaleznal when he stated flatly that
vilot fatigue was. "not properly understood. A mans ‘gubs' ls
directly proportional to how rested he le--nothing more or less.

Wwith land based operations in tae combat zone, it's much harder to
keep rested than it is on a carrler. I'd rather overate off a corrier
for two months than from a good stiff land base for one week~-becanse
on a carrier you're elther resting or you're not, as far as pllots
are concerned. w38 Guandaleansl wag a Mgood stiff! bage, no guestion
about that. Slmpler helieved that & days of intensive combat was
about all that men couwld stend, but if they were rested at intervals,

they might hold out for 3 weeks.o!

Czpt. Matt Gardner, USH, chief
of staff of COMAIRSOPAC, azreed with the estimate of 3 weelks, adding
that adaquate hounsing facilities for air crews would have extended
the combat period. Iven oo, it was necessary to leave flight per-
sonnel in combat for € wecks or more becmuse there were no replace-
ments. A5 a result "we have lost the usefulness~-of a large nunber

of peovle we brought out,! which ineluded the first four marine

squndrons on the islrmd.za Vhen svacuated, all the remzining vilots
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in ¥Marine Aireraft Growp 23 were incapable of rehabilitetion in the
South Pacific and were refurned to the United States.3?

Much of the carpaign's record 1s o series of pleas for more
reinforeenments. There was nothing unique in thig; commenders of
nearly every theater felt that they could use more men and materiel.
Fut in the South Pacific the mergin wes painfully elim, Hendersom
Field was selzed and developed at a time when the gulding yrincipls
of the AAT was to build up the air forces.*0 Air commanders in the
field faced the Jap and thought in terms of thelr immediate problen.
Alr commanders in Washingion were lnterested ne less in the theater,
yet they could not overlook the fact that the South Pacific was but
one of meny theaters, all clsuoring for planes and plleofs. There
were not enough of either to go arocund. )

Within the framework of the sbove lirlting faetors, it is possible
to conelude that in the South Facific the heavy bombers couvld nob
ctop the Jawanese advance, Here was an area in which there wers no
stratecic targets, as the item is generally uwnderstood; the centers
of Japznese production lay far beyond the reach of any bomber based
upon Gundaleenal, Instead, nearly =ll torgets wers tactical. What
is more, those poseessing the highest tactical priority--surface
craft--were precisely the ones which the heavies proved unable to
hit with any reasonable degree of conscistency, as Colonel Saunders
gulckly discovered. This is not to state that the B-17's falled

. entirely to hit chips from moderately high altitudes. They did hit

them, but at such an expenditure of effort and with such a large
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vercentage of error that the Jap could afford to absorb all such

logses and continue his advance.

The reacons for this alresdy have been stated in part. It is
very probable that had the -17's operabded from reasonably permanent
vases, well supplled with nmateriel and tralning facllities, their
scores would have been higher., TYet no weepon can be assessed
accurately by 1lts performance under pzrade~-ground conditions, Island
varfare in the South Pacific permiited realization of none of these
" i1desl conditlons., Island bases were not reedy in time to permit mass
a.t:bac‘z:. even had the planes been avalleble; in shortd, the theater
could not physiecally swoport the nunber of planes necesssry to assure
fatal hits on advancing enemy convoys.

Vhat did stop the Japanecse in the crisis? The answer lies in the
record of all the services. General Xemney's bombers hindered them
at the focal point of Babaul, and occaslonally at Buin. The Favy's
ervigers and battleshins shattered fthelr heavy escorts and drove
them avwey from "Sleepless Liagoon." The eple defense and subsequent
offensive opcrations of the Horines and Army ground forces broke the
assaulta of those enemy nnits which actvally reacheéd Guadslesnal.

As often as fuel vermitted, the 11tk and Hth Groups struck norith
from Henderson Field, enjoying betber success against anchored
vesaels than agalnst those underway,. Bub once the cargo ships and
trangporte began o move down the Slot toward Guadaleanal, the burden
of air defense was thrown upon the short-range 58D's and SBD's of
the Mavy and Marines, The AAF was in the peculiar position of being
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ealled upon to provide fighter cover with its P-39's for the dive

. bombers, which ifs own beadquarters had judged to be unsuliable for
the South Pacific. Yet the dive bomber, despite its vulnerebility,
proved to be a deadly wezpon against all ships within 200 miles of
Guadalcanal , and there is no reason to belleve that AAF crews could
not have made as brilliant a coniribution o the defense of Guzdaleoanal
as dld the Marines. As a matier of faecht, the 67th Fighter Sguadron
rosorted to the lems satlisfactory exvedient of employing inasdequate
fighters as dive bombers. PFighter-honmbers later were t0 become a
most effective wezpon against enemy shipping, bubt under conditions
which permitted a more adeguate training of personnel and the adapta-
tion of improved equipment. On Guadalcanal the AAF originally had
only the obgolete P-400'e whose record, together with that of the
later P=39'g, in the long run could hardly compste with that made by
the 5BD erews which had been trained in dive-bombing technnlque from
the outset.

Guadalcanal was safe. NMen and machines of all services had been
stralned to the utmost %o make it so, sueceeding only by the narrowest
of marging, In all the months of the campalsn the AAF had been
forced to pley a secondary role; requirements of global war had made
thia a minor theater, while under local command struecture, the AAF
was a miror service, Dui within the limlts granted 1i, the alr force
had worn out lLts machines and exhsunsted ite men in the common effort

. to holéd the island, ¥ow, with frech forces on the way and wiih in-
creased facilities on Guaddlcanal, there was ho;pe that Army air would
play a more vital role. K 4 Wj‘ \ L\\& \‘ ‘L
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GLOSSIRY

AG/8S, Grcining

L0 [25, A4

A0/28, Plans

Alr Serviee Corrrnd

Devmuty Chief of Alr Stoff

Tirectorate of Wilitsry Reguirerenis

AG/AS, Frogrem Flenndng

A0/A8, Intelligence

Eigtorienl Divicion, AC/4S, Intelligence

L0fAS, Statisticrl Control

Hirectorate of Bnge Services

Directorate of Bombsrdnent

Gperations Division, AU[AS, Omerstions, Commite
mente, Roouirerents

Directorate of Communicntions

Office of Weelniesl Insrnectlion

Office of Adjubrnt Generel

Cverceas Seetlon, Surmly o~nd Meinterance Erench,
AG/AS, dpterial, Meintensnee, snd Diatribution

Co.zarnder in Chiel, U, S, Preific Fleet
Air Compnd, Solomons

Coxmonder, Aireraft South Feoifie Ares
Gorstrnding Genersl, Soush Feeific Ares
Corrending Genersl, Services of Summlw
Commrnder, Zouth Freifie Ares

Office of Trvel Intelligerce
Ciflce of Chief of Usvel Orerstions

Rowal Lew Zerlrnd Air Fores

Services of Suwmly
South Peeific Fhoto Inbternretstion Unlts

T. S, Aray Forceg in South Peelfic Aree

Hovy Fichter Souraron

Ferine Fichter Sgu-dron
Ilsrine Scout Zcmber Sgusdron
Ferine Torvedo Bowber Squsdron
Navy Torpedo Bomber Squedron
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Inel. .2 (1tr., Gen, Hsrmon to Gon, Arncid, 6 June 1944), 1ltr.,
Gen, Hormon to COUESQRAC, 6 QOct, 1942, in AFIHI flles,

Ltr., Gen, Hormon %o CGen. Arnold, 20 Oct, 1942, in AFAER, OFf,
Sen‘Div.’ 'i;? Iv""‘E"'?..

Ltr., Gon, Hermon to Gen. Arnold, 31 Oct, 1942, in AAG 312.1-4,
Operations Letters.
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Chapter I

COItHDTMTIAL

Irel, {1tr., Gen, Hrrmon to Gen, Arnold, 6 Jume 1844), "The Army

in the South Pazeifie, ! in AFIHLI files. %Zhic is & brief narrative
history of the develorment ard organizebion of crmy forces in the
South Preific writbten by CONGEISOTAC in the spring of 1944, prior

%o aig departure from tke theaber. Holsey and his steff established
flag and adninistretive hecdeuorters ashore on 17 Tovember,
CONAIRSOFAC Intellisence Bullotin, 17 Wov, 1942, in USIC Hist, Div,
files.

Ltr., Gen, Hormon to Gen. Arnold, 20 Cot, 1943, in AFAEP, Off,
Sexv. Div., P~IT-E-7, Tev Coledoniz. The resr echelon of USAFISPA
arrived in FYounen on 22 Ilovember 1942,

WPerformance, Pesults, and Abtrition of E=17 Heavy Bombers in
Solomon Islends Operations, suzuct and September, 1942,% Ho, 7th
Aly Force, 70 Oct. 1942, in A2 Lib,, Bribtish Empire (Solomon
Islendsg), Cited as "Performence of Heavy Bombers in Solomen
Iglonds, " This record was subnitted by Lt. Gail &, Burck, lavel
Air Combat Intelligence Officer, Dosged on the aveilable record of
the 1lth Bomberdment Group (H) and on verconsl interviews.

Ibid, A4n aggregate of 450,780 miles wes flown on search alone in
thic period, plus enotker 204,175 niles for specizl striking misclons.

Interview with Briz. Gen. L. G. Scunders, 14 April 1943, in AFAEP,
Off, Serv, Div., II.I. General Sounders, then a colonel, cormended
the 1lth Bomberdment Group (H) during ite ploneer days in the
South Paclfic,

Cli-I-0281 (21 Sep. 42), Hormon to Arnold, #F53, 21 Sep. 42.
Interviev with Brig. Gen, L, &, Scunders, 14 Aprill 1943, °

Abide
ClWIrw8196 (15 Sew. 42), Hormon o Larehedl, 264, 14 Sep, 42.

$Information on Opsretlons in thke Solomon Islands from 31 July

$o 20 Toverber 1942, " Ho. 11th Bombardment Group (H), 3 Dec. 18942,
in A-2 Lib,, Britich Fmpire (Solomon Islende)., Cited as "llth
Group Operstions from July to Lovember. A friendly coast wabcher
on Rendova observed this incident,

(=II=2000 (5 Sep. 42), Hermon to llarskell, #2047, 4 Sep. 42.

Lo
3 -

e m\ E- 1 T i
e, BN !_D&;! Tlal
; LRI * ! L n K ”7
MUY Lo LA Tre

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




12.

13.

14

15.

16.

17,
18,

18.

22,

23,

24,

25,

26,

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
COUFIDEITIRL

: - ‘ !
;
LA S 196
ikt - o

P

SECURYTY m;« UL AATION

Ae® znd A3 Report of tke llth Bombordment Group in South
Facifie, T0 Sep. 1942, in A2 Lib, Tt ves frecuently difficult
or impossible to distinguish between dectroyers and Light cruisers.

Ibid,

Q-IN7017 (17 Sep. 42), Earmon to lorshsll, 7291, 16 Sep. 4£2.
One plone feiled to return from this mission.

QM-IR-6646 (16 Sep. 42), Hormon to Marcholl, unnumbered, 14 Sep. 42,
"Performance of Heavy Bombers in Sclomon Islends,” 20 Oct. 19423
CM-IU-7017 (17 Sen. 4‘3), Harmon to llarchall, %291, 16 Sep. 423
Higtory of the 98%h Bombardment Seucdron (H).

Gu-II-6646 (16 Sep. 42), Harmon to llarghcll, unnumbered, 14 Sep.

5

OM-IT-9077 (21 Sep. 42), Harmon to larchell, #¥43, 20 Sep. 42.

Interviev with Brig. Gen, I, ¢, Saunders, 14 April 1942; "Operctions
of Seventh Air Force, 7 Dec. 1941~13 MNov. 1943," App, 7, in AFIHI
files.

Interview with Col, L. H. Rodleck, 14 Dee, 1542,

Am2 snd A-3 Zeport of 1llik Bombardment Group in South Pacific,
80 Sep, 1942, Focitive hite weve secured on one oiler, 2 CA, &
CL, ond oneo ID. Average sltitude vas 8,200 feet,

C0UT-5191 (15 Sep. 42), llarchsll to Cf Eoveiisn Dept., +155,
15 Son. 42

Ci.0UT-E574 (16 Sop. 42), Marshall to O3 Hoveiian Dept., #71,
is SePo e

Interview with Lt. Col. Farce Vhitsker, dy zuthor, 20 June 1944,
Maj. Donald E. Ridings commonded the 723 Squadron at the time of
its orrival in the South Pzeifies in Fovenber Major hitzker
assumed commend. She 72d wac abtbtached on 25 September, UGrowth
of Hezvy and MNediuwn Bombordment Units in the Seventh Alr Force,
7 Dec, 1941 = 71 Aug, 1944,"in ATIHI files,

C¥=-0UT-05679 (18 Oct. 42), Harshall to Zmons, #747, 12 Oct, 42.

CMIE-0732 (17 Oct. 42), Harmon to Armold, 7687, 17 Oct. 432,
The P-400!'s exd P-391¢ vere improvicing as dive bombers.

-0UT-05972 (19 Oct, 42), llarsheil to CF Hawzilan Dept., #778,

18 Oct. 4
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Higtory of the 3lst Bowberdment Squadron (H), April 1944, in
AFTHI files. ¥rom 7 Aoril to 20 April 1944, the 5th Group

transferred from Guadalesnal w to !omote Alrfleld in the
Admiralties.
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CH-IN-08136 (19 Oct. 42), Harmon to Marsholl and Emmons, #711,
19 Oet. 42; CN-OUT-09312 (28 Oct. 42), Marskall to CG Hawaiian
Dept., #980, 27 Oct. 42, This was the ground echelon of the
31st Bombardment Sguadrom (H),

M-IT-1273L (30 Oet. 42), Emmonc to Marshall, #3870, 28 Oct. 42.

Ibld.; CU-~-OUZ-10629 (31 Oet. 42), Marshall to Emmons, #1056,
31 Qct. 42; CM~IN-4506 (11 Nov. 42), Humons %o larghall, #4170,
10 Yov. 42. Adwmiral Nimitz had requested approval of OFNAV for
trangport on the Presldent Eyler omn 30 Ostober,

Cli=i3i-4E06 (11 Nov, 42), Emmons to Marshall, #2170, 10 Nov. 42;
interview with Col. Brooke Allen, 13 Sep. 1943.

Ci-1n-6279 (14 Nov. 42), Emmons to Marshall, #4248, 13 Nov. 42;
0M-0UT-E534 (18 Hov. 42), Marehall to CG Hawniian Dept., %1350,
17 Tov., 42,

"Growth of Heavy and Medium Bonmbardment Unlts in the Seventh
Ar Forece, 7 Decexber 1941-31 August 1944 ,1% in AFIHL files.

Ibid.s CH-IN-1C009 (23 Nov. 42), Farmon to AGWAR, #1414, 22 Nov. 42.

C-I1-12577 (E0 Oct. 42), Bmmons to WDCBA, #3864, 28 Oct. 42;
CU-IN-9697 (23 Mov. 42), Emmons to OG AAF, %4420, 20 Nov, 42;
Cl-0UT-8747 (27 Nov. 42), Harshall to Emmons, #1573, 25 lov. 42,
This of course facilitated authority already granted Nimitz to

move all army and naval aireraft in the Central and South Pacific
at his diccretion.

Growth of Heavy and Medium Bombardment Units in the Seventh Air
F¥orce, 7 Decenber 1941-31 Angust 1944, 1

Cited in ibid,

Interview with Col. Brooke Allen, 13 Sep. 1943,

Interview with Lt, Col. R. 0. Mangrum, USHC, 11 Nov. 1942, in
AFAFP, Off, Serv. Div., in WP.IV.H-14, Solomon Islands,

Colonel llangrum commanded VMSB 232, the first dive-bomber squadron
t0 cperate from Hemdergon Field.

Ltr,,: Col. Saundors %o Gen, Hale, D Oct. 1942, cited in "Operations
of Seventh Alr Force, 7 December 1941-13 iloverher 1943.%
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Interview with It. Col. R. C. lapgrum, USMC, 11 Nov. 1843;
Iivision Commander's Final Report on Guadalcaml Operzation,
Phase IV, Hq, 1st llarine Division, in A-2 Lib. Hereafter cited
as Vandegrift Peport.

Interview with Brig., Gen. L. G. Savnders, 14 April 1943,

Ci1-IN-1830 (5 Cet. 42), Harmon to lMarshall, 94, 4 QOct. 42
CH-IN-2173 (6 Oct. 42), Harmon to Morshall, :7503, 5 Oct. 42.

CH-1I-2996 (B Qet. 42), Earmon to Marshall, #523, 7 Oot.

42,
Cl-111-06795 (16 Oet. 42), Harmor to Marshall, 7637, 15 Oct. 42.
"Battle of CUane Esperance,! Ol Combat Yerratives, 2.

Ibid,., 2-4, Helena and Dunean jolned off Reunnell Island on the
10th, and Mefalla came up the next day to joln San Franeisea,
Salt Lake Clity, and Boige.

Ibld., 6., TFrom action reports of hig ships, Admiral Scott
estimnted that he opposed 3 GA's, 1 CL, and 8 DD'g.

QUI-IN-06.43 (15 Cet. 42), Harmon to Harshall, #4308, 14 Oct, 42,

CH-IN-06795 (16 Oct. 42), Harmon to lMarghall, #637, 15 Oct, 42
Eq. USAFISPA, GO #B8, 5 Jan, 1943,

M-IN-06795 (16 Qet. 42), Harmon to Harshall, #637, 15 Oct. 42,

D-2 Journal, 1st Marine Division, 13 Oet. 1942, in USHC Higt,
Div. files; Hisbory of the 67th Figbter Sguadron. A% 1130, 42
MP's, 7 P-39's, and 6 P~4L0's took off to intercept enemy
bombers; but lack of warning held down the score to 1 Jap bomber
and 1 fighter, both shot down by the Marines,

D2 Journal, 1lst Marine Divigion, 13 Oet. 1942; It. (jg) William
Bradford Hule, USWR, fan Do, The Story of the Senbees, 41-44,

History of the 67th Fighter Squadron. 'Pigtol Petel was the
nane given to 12 x 1BU-mm, field pieces belonging to a battalion
of the 969th Heavy Fleld Artillery Regiment, which came ashore
late in Seplember, "Inemy Operations on Guadaleaznal, 7 August
1942-9 February 1943," Oapt, Johm A, Burden, USHC, AC/AS, G.2,
ZiV Corpe, in AGD, Operations Bremch, Combat Analysis Subsection,
214-321. Clted as "Enemy Operations on Guadaleanal,® AGD Combat
Anzlygis Subsection; Capt. Hervert L. Herillat, Tue Islang, 142,

War Diary, Herine Alrerafi Group 23, lst Marine Alrcraft Wing,
15 Oct. 1942, in USHC Higt., Div. files, OCited as War Disry,
MAG-23, Dye-witnesses vary widely in deseribing this event.
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folonel Szunders estimates 1t lzsted for 2% hours, Ira Wolfers
states that the bombardment was not lifted until shortly before
dawn, Ira Wolfert, Battle for the Solomons, 46.

War Diary, MAG-2Z3, 14 Oct. 1942; Bistory of the 67th Fighter
Squadron,

Interview with Brig. Gen. L. G. Sgunders, 14 April 1843,

Eistory of the 67th Fighter Souadron,

Information on the exsct number of planes to leave Cuadaleanal
on the morning of 14 October varies, General Saunders states
that there were 12. The 67th Fighter Squadron History places

the number at 6. Since there were 15 bombers on the fiald the
previcus day, a2nd inasmuch as 4 were loft behind, 1t wounld gopear

thaat 11 B-17'c rebturned to Espiritu. Interview with L$. Col.
Haree Ghitaker, by author, 23 Oect, 1944,

Hisgtory of the &67th Figater Squadrom; lerillat, The Island, 145,
Ibid.

War Dlary, HAG-23, 14 Qct. 1242,

Quoted in Histoxy of the 67th Fighter Squadron.

Huie, Can Do, 44. The field was first used on 9 September.
Merillat, The Isglang, 109.

History of the 67tk Fighter Sguadron.
Ipid.

The score of nlrerafd lost to the shelling of 14, 15, 16
Oetober was as follows:

4P Ag 6 destroyed 3 dansged and repaired

8Dy 13 destroyed 13 damaged and repaired: 10
damaged anfl given major overhsul

TBF's £ deatroyed 3 damaged, requliriang msjor
overhaul

Pu391's 4 .3eptroyed

War Diary, MAG-23, 15 Oech. 1942,
History of tue 67th Flghter Sguadron.

Herillat, The Isiond, 152.153. Several thousand addiitional
fallons of gas cawe in on the MacFarland on the 16th. Ibid.
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71, Interview with Brig. Gen. P. A. Del Valle, USIC, 19 Dec. 1942,
(in Military Onservers Ieport, Southwest Pacific Area, 26 Sep.-
23 Tec. 1942), in AFAEP, OFFf, Serv. Div., II-E, Bx. V: Merillat,
. The Igland, 147.

73, War Diavy, HAG-23, 15 Oct. 1943; Eistory of the &7th Fighter
Squadron, lst Lt, J. I, liorton was lost here.

73, War Diary, MAG-23, 16 Cct. 1943,
74, Quoted in Hiptory of the 67th Fighter Sguadron.

75, Wiharrative of Oﬁera.tione, Ameriecal Division at Guadalcanal,”
28 May 1943, in AGO, Operztions Branch, Combat Analysis Sudbsectlon,
30 Amner., 1l.4. Clted as "Operatlons Harrative, Americal
Divigion."

76. C-IH-09969 (28 Oct. 42), Earmon to Marshall, #7819,22 Oct. 42.
77, Ibid,

78. H. Y. Dimes, 17 Oct. 1942,

79. Ibld.

80. Ibid.

8l. N. Y. Times, 18, 19 Oct. 1942; War Diory, MAG-23, 22 Oct. 1942,
ILack of information concerning Guadalcanal had contributed to the
fallure of the public and of Congress to appreciate the magnitude
of the dlfficulties in the area.

82. The destroyer Meredith was lost in this action.
83, ‘"Battle of Sonta Oruz Islands,” OHI Combat Farratives, 30.
84, G-0UD-04839 {15 Oct. 42), AFACT to Hale, #704, 15 Oct. 42.

85, -0UT-05331 (16 Oct. 42}, larshall %o Bumons, #734, 16 Oct, 42;
C¥-0UT-08683 (25 OCct. 42), larshall to Bumons, #9841, 25 Oct. 42;
Incl. #2 (B3R, Cen. fAnderson to Gen, Arnold, 31 Oct. 1942), memo
for OG AAF, "90th Bombardment Group (E)," 31 Oet. 1942, in AFAER,
0ff. Serv. Div., WP-1V-H-23, Yew Cmledonla. 3y 31 October, one
squadron was reported in Australia, one was ea route to Hew
{aledonia.

. 86. Gi-IN-11300 (26 Oet. 42), Emmons to WDUSA, #3834, 26 Oct. 42.
On 24 October the air echelon of the 934 Sguadron left MHareebs
for Tew Joledonia, then moved om to FLJl, vhere it remained for
¥ days. It finally arrived in Eawail about 1 November, Sae
History of the 933 Bombardment Sguadron (H), (December 8, 1941
to Jenuary 31, 1943), in AFIHI files. ST
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8%, CUeIl=08033 (71 Ont, 4°), Zmrons to WDOSA, 33674, 20 Oct. 42;
Or-I1H-10R764 (24 Qct, 492), Zmmons to WIOSA, #3780, 22 Cet, 42;
10127200 (27 Qct, 42), Hmmons to WDOSA, =337, 26 Qct. 42,
. 88, Inel, %2 (28R, Gen. Anderson to Gen, Arnold, 31 Oct, 1842),

memo for C& AAF, "90th Zorberdment Grous (E)," 31 Oet., 1949, in
AFpEy, Off, Serv, Div,, T=IV-H~7, New Csledonia; RER, Gen,
Anderson to Gen, Arnold, 21 Oct, 1942, in ibid.

89, Inel, =3 (R:?:‘R, Gen, Andercon to Gen, Arnold, 31 Oct, 1942),
nere for OF "E-23'e, from Australis to South Pacifie
Area,t in i'blﬂ., incl, (?&R Gen. Anderson to Gen. Arnold,

31 Oct, 19AP), mero, Gen, !lershell to Gen, Armold, 29 Qct, 1943,
In 3bid, It wew wointed out thet the P-28'gs must meintain s
nind mom eneed of 200 knots to zrevent foulins of niuvgs,

20, Itr,, Gen Hrriwon to Gen, Arnold, 20 Cect. 1842, in AFALP, Off,
Serv, Div,, Wp-1V-E-?, Yew Czledonia, These nilots were members
of the Z29th Fighter Scurdron, ren wko had served threir
aprrenticeshin ageinst tke Jap on Gupdalesnal in the P-400%e
of the 67%h Fighter Squsdron,

91, "Battle of Santm Cruz Islends," 29; Yar Diavy, HAG-23, 25 Oct.
1242, Fighter sireraft eveilable for 25 Cetober were es follows:

P=400 3 out of 6
Pl 3 out of é
P4 T 12 out of 35

Ey 29 Qctober there were svallgble for the next deyls over~tions
the following pireresft:

F=400 2 out of 4
P3G 2 out of 4
PATLA 30 out of 34
SBD 16 out of 2b

War Tizry, HAG-23, 29 Qet, 1942,
g2, Ivid,, 23 Oct, 1242,

€3, '"Spemy Operctione on Guedaleansl," (ont, John A, Burden, USHO,
in AGO, Cormbzt Anslysis Subsection,

94, 1Ibid,; "Brief Swuicry of tke Bettle for Guadalcanal,! Combet
Intelligence Center, Ho. XIV Qorns, (=2 Section, 12 Feb, 1943,
in A=2 Lib,; Merillat, The Iclnnd, 164-165,

95, History of tke 6¢th Fichter Squndron,

96, CM-IF-12816 (20 Oct, 42), Harmon to Marshsll, #890, 28 Oct. 42;
Usr Dinry, H2G-23, 25 Oct, 42, Verine £BD's hed kit this
foree st 1200, The FZ2'g vere fror the 34?1;}1 ﬁ‘ighter Grouo

Detechment (67%k Pighter Soucdron), ‘ (' !‘ hj ) i l ] J_
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97. Navy Communique #1711, 27 COot. 1942, in Daily Taetiesl Report,
28 Cet. 1942, in AFIHI fileg; "Eneumy Operations on Guadaleansl,¥
. Capt. John A. Burden, USIC: War Diary, 1AG-23, 26 Oct. 1943;
Herillat, The Islsnd, 167-170, 182.

98, Ira Wolfert, Batitle for the Solemons, 108; Yally Tactieal Report,
29 Oct. 1942, in AFIHI files; GO #118, Hq. USAFISPA, 15 day
¢ - 1942, in fbid.

99, C4-IN-00244 (i Nov. 42), Harmon to Marshall, 7945, 30 Och. 42.

100, "Battle of Sania Cruz Islends," OXI Combat Narratives, 58.

101, Ioid,

102, Cif-TU-11552 (27 Oct, 42), Harmon %o Marshall, #B860, 27 Oct, 42;
CM-I-1238 (3 Yov. 42), Hermen to larshall, #1021, 3 Nov. 42:
Cii-I§-1239 (3 Yov. 42), Harmon to Marshall, #1042, 3 Nov. 42.

103, Comment #2 (R&R, ATACT to AFDPU, 4 lov. 1942), AFIPU to ATACT,
n.%., in AAG 370.22A, Campalgne and Expeditions.

The following units were permanently assisgned to the South
Pacific Area:

69th Bomb. Sa. (i) 63th Fighter Sq.
70%h Bomb. Sa. () 70th Flghter S3q.
67th Tighter Sq. 339th Fighter Sq.

15th Troon Carrier Sq.

Units operating temporarily in the South Pacific, but no assigned:

11th Bomb. Gp. (H) 234 Bomb, Sq. (H)
44th Fighter Sq. 31lgt Bomb. Sq. (H)
13th Fighter Sq. 724 Bomb, Sq. (H)

5th Bomh, Go. (H), Christmas Is.

104, M"Battle of Guadalesnal, 1115 November 1942, OUL Combat
Harratives, 3:; "Enemy Operstions on Guadeleanal ,® Capt. John A.
Burden, USMO; Foster Hailey, Pacific Battle Line, 264.

105, ‘'Eneny Operations on Guadaleanal,! (apb. John A, 3urdea, USHC,

106, Ibid.; CM-IW-1275 (4 Nov, 42), Harmon %o Harehall, #1024,
3 Kov. 42, This was the 228th Infantry Regiment.

107. OU-IN-3703 (9 Fov. 42), Haruon to Marshall, #1185, 9 Nov. 42;
History of the 67th Fighter Squadron. One member of the 67th

sogeested that the mnit be redesignated the 67th Bombardmant
. Squadron (Very Light).

108. War Diary, MAG-23, 3 Nov. 1942.
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Dally Intellipence Summaries, Ha. lst Marine Division, 8 Tov.
1942, in AGO, Combat Anwlysis Subsection, 501-20.1, clted as
Daily Intelligence Summaries; D-2 Journal, lst Marine Division,
Vol, VI, 7 Nov. 1942; History of the 67th Fighter Squzdron.

Iwo of the eneny planes were float Zeros, three were floab
biplanes.

I-2 Journal, lst Harine Diviglon, 1l Nov. 1242: YBatile of
Guadaleanal,t 041 Combat Werratives, 3.

Ibid., 34, Normal slert was as followa: 23 vlanes on half-
hour alart for 1 hour pefore daylight; 20 plenes on half-hour
alert 2% hours after dayllght, and then on l-hour alert until
1330; 6 planee on lI-hour alert after 1330,

Ibld, , 4,

WResults of our Air Action agringt the Japanese Transport Convoy
Shortland to Guadalcaunzl, Fov. 12-15, 1942,% Hq, USATISPA,

14 larch 1943, ir A-2 Iib, Clited ag MAir Action agminet the
Japanese Convoy."

War Dinry, HAL.23, 11 Nov. 1942; Foster Hailey, Bacifie Battle
Iine, 266. In this actlion, Eetelgeuse and Libra also suffered
slight damage. FHew P-39%s shot down a S8zlly in a later ruld
on the field.

"Battle of Guadaleanal," OLl Combat Narratives, 11-12; Tally
Intelligence Sunmarles, 13 Yov. 1942; War Diary, MAG-23,

12 Nov. 1542; Foster Halley, Pacific Battle Line, 267; Bistory
of the 67th Fighter Squadror; Pllots Combat Report, lst Li.
James I. Lanahan,in A-2 Iib., S5th Air Fores Combat Reporis.

Quoted in History of the 87th Fighter Squsdron. ILio completely
accurate reporis on enemy losses in this acliion are available.
For example, at mosh, 25 boubers wore sighted. Ianding craft
shot down one, and another was seen returaing over New Gaorgla.
This left 25, yet 89 sure kills were renorted by ships and
planes. 'Battle of Guadaleanal," ONI Combat Narratives, 13,
The 67th Fighter Squadron Report 1s as follows:

Bombers: AA fire--8; Grumrang--15; P-39%'g-~1; escaped--1
Zeros: Grumans--4: P-39!s--13; escaped--2

Atlants and dugeaw were lost; so were the destroyers Barton,
Cushing, Taffey, Honssen, The Jar lost a Kongo BB, estimnted
to be Hiyel, a heavy and a light cruiser, and four DD's. On
Friday a B-17 on search passed over the point where Juneau had
gone down, dropped all awallable rationg, life rafts, and
accessories, and reported the situation to Zspiritu Santo. Xo
sir contact was mailntained over the 120 survivors of Juneau,
and only 10 men of the entire erew eventually were reoscued,
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%Battle of Guadalcanal,® OUl Combat Narratives, 34, The P.38%p
belonged to the 339th Fighter Squadron, wnish General Harmon
had been holding in New Caledonia until the unit was fully
trained.

History of the 339th Fighter Squadron (TZ), Activation until

31 Decemper 1943; Pilotts Combat Report, 24 Lt. Nathan J,

EKlngeley, Hg. 338th Fighter Sq., 347th Fighter Group, in A-2

Iib., Bth Air Force Combat Reporte. Only itwe ground men vera
available at this time. Sounlls on the way across had necessliated
some inetrurent flying, These pllots received a noisy welcomre

from the tired troops who lined the runvwcy and cheered the new
planes ag they landed.

"Battle of Guadalcanal," Oul Combat Narratives, 34. It should
be polnted out that these alreraft were rnever all in operation at
the same time, A status report of 13/13 Yov., indiceted the
following alrcraft aveilable on Guadaleansl:

V4F-4 19 FAP.7 1
SBD 23 P-39 18
P.400 0 P-38 unknown /7 on 14 Nov./

Daily Aviation Summary in COMATRSOPAC Intelligence Bullstin,
13-14 ITov. 1842, in USKC Higt., Div. Tiles.

The report for 15 NMovember had altered as follows:

P_28 13 oub of 16 P-4 20 out of 29
P-39 € out of 10 83D 11 out of 22
P-400 Dout of O Ry 8 out of 8

Yar Nary, MAG.23, 15 Xov. 1942,

COLATIRSOPAC Inteliigence Bulletin, 24 Yov. 1942, On the return
flight, seven P-38'g tock off from Henderson at 1030, ezcoricd
ra :B-l‘?. One P-38 was left oehind due to engine trouble. The
planes dld not stop at Milne Bey bub continued on to Port Moresby,
where they londed at 1680. The B-l7 returned $o Guadaleznsl on
23 Yovembor.

Dally Aviatlon Wummary, OOUAIRSOPAC Intelllszence Pulletin, 17 ov.
1942; "EBattle of Guadslcanal,! OLI Combat Tarratives, 34, Major
Collins was pilet of one of the two surviving B-28's vhich attacked
the Jap carrier force at Midway, Higtory of the 69th Rombardwent
Squcdron (1), from Jamuary 1942 to 1 July 1943; History of the

70tk Bombardment Squadron (M), The Squedron historisn of the

69th spparently is in error in stating that his alr echelon moved
0 Egolritu on the L0tk.

0i-1¥-6105 (14 Yov. 42), Harmon to larshall, #1294, 14 Nov. 42.
The Navy assuned this ship %o be Hiyei, bubt the B-17's reported
1t as a Fuso. XReports on the nuwmber of hits varled. Havy sald
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1 was certain and 5 were possible hits. The first flight of 8
slireraft was forced to drop on a destroyer owing %o cloud cover
over the BB, Only 14 plenes reached the target, the other 3
heving become separated from the formatlon in cloudls and having
attermted to locate the reported carrier north of Florida Leland.
211 returned safely. Daily Operations Report, 11th Bombardment
Group, 13 Nov. 1942, in AFAEP, Off, Serv. Div., WP=-IV-H.23,
South Pacific; "Battle of Guadslesnal,¥ OHI Combat Narratives, 37.
It. A. P, Coffin, leader of the Zpterprigse torpedo planes, is
reported to hove commented after his gecond abtack on the ship,
"Retter not let this news get back to Vashingbon or the adumirals
willl stert bullding battlechips agaln.! Quoted in Foster Eziley,
Pacific Battlo Iine, 276. Qapiain Merillst reports 1) torpedo
hite on this ehin, Herillat, The Island, 208,

CLIT-G105 (14 Fov. 42) Harmon to lershall, #1294, 14 Nov. 423
Dally Operatlons Report, 1lth Bombordment Group, 13 Nov. 1942,

MBattle of Guadaleanal,® ONI Combat Narratives, 40; Alr Intelli-
gence Sumary, COLAIRSOPAC Intelligence Bulletin, 17 Nov, 1943;
History of the 70tk Bowbardment Squadron (). B-D6's left
Plaines des Galacs and vroceeded to Espiritu Santo. The Dbombers
were refucled first; before the fighters could be readied fox
£11sht, the B-26's had teXen off and d4szappeared in the clouds,
which necessitated holding the fighters overnight pefoxe sending
them om. Pllot's Combab Report, lst Lt. Albert B. Farquharson,

839th Fighter Sq., 347th Fighter Group, in A-2 Lib., 5th Air Force
Qombat RPeports.

CLIN-7611 {18 Lov. 42), Barmon to Marshall, #1318, 17 Yov, 42;
NBattle of Guadaleanal,® Q.1 Combat Narratives, 44.

History of the 98th Bombardment Squadron (H); Foster Halley,
Pacific Battle Line. 277. This pleslon gained a DEC for Captaln
Joham ond ersated new respect zor thelUS0 crew. ¢ The plane had
come in atb 1600 with only a small shred of fabric laft on its
tall, yet by 0500 the next moraing STyphoon lcGoon® was patched
and Teady to take off, GO 1, Ha. USATISPA, 2 Jan. 1943. "B-17
Porformance,® I, 5. S. Savage, USHR, 19 Nov. 1942, in A-2 Iib.,
5tk Alr Force Combat Eeporis.

Foster Halley, Eacific Battle Idue, 277; Interview with Maj. Gen.
A. A. Vendegrift, USKO, 3 Feb, 1943; Vandegrift Report, Fhase V.

oM-T-7611 (18 Nov. 42), Harmon to Marshall, #1838, 17 Tov. 42.
History of the 67th Fighter Squadron.

Interviow with Maj. Gen. A, A. Vandegrifd, USIO, 3 Feb. 1943;
natyr Action Second Battle of the Solomous, Hovenber 014:3.1'4/ 13 %o
1200L/16," Tavel Alr Intelligence, South Paeific Force, in A-2 Ilb.
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132, Hatory of the 67th Fighier Squadron; COIAIRSOPAC Intelligence
Bulletin, 17 ¥ov. 1942; History of the 70th Bombardnent
. Squadron (M),

133, Ol.IN-7280 (17 Nov. 4R2), Hormon %o llershall, 1349, 17 Fov, 42;
Batile of Guadalcanal,® OJI Combat MHarratives, 72. Engine
trouble czused one of the flights of B-1l7's to land at Hendexrson
Field, the first heavy bomber to do sgo since 14 October. Vhile
engazed in the missions agalnet the transports, four P-39's
spotted o slnking U. S. destroyer and a large number of nersonnel
in the sea. By forminz a line and fiying over Heads in the
directlon of the wreck, they gulded the DD to the spot and thus
glded in gaving over 200 naval versonnel. History of the 67ih
Flghter Squadron,

206

134, Eigtory of the 67th Fighter Sguadron.

135, HAlr Action agalnst the Japanese Convoy," 14 March 1943, in AGO,
Combat Analysis Subsection.

136. Operations Warrative, Americal Division, 28 lisy 1943, in 4GQ,
fombat Annlysils Subssction, 3D Amer. 11.4.

137, Intellligence Surmary #84, Allied Hq., SWPA, 10 March 1943, in
AFARP, Off, Serv. Div., II-E, B, VI. .

133, C(M-0UT-5543 (18 Lov. 42), Arnold to Harmon, #76, 17 Nov. 42;
M-IN-8736 (20 Kov. 482), Halsey to Arnold, #200230 LOR z723,
20 Fov. 42; 0U-0UT-5079 (16 Nov. 42), Araold to Harmon and Kenney,
#hane 2063, 16 Hov, 42,

139, Oll-IN-8072 (19 Hov. 42), Harmon to .&rnold.,’ #1379, 19 Hov. 42
C4-I3-9449 (22 Tov. 42), Harmon to Arnold, #1415, 22 Fov. 42

140, An actlve mounth for the defendsrs of Henderson Fleld ended on
13 Noverber. During the past month the followlng ammunltion had
been expended:

« 50-cal. over 1,280,000 rds.
1,000-~1b, bombs anprex. 500
E0D-1b, bombs erprox. 700
100-1b. bombs arprox. 1,280
Plane starter

cartridges approx, 10,000

Between 13-186 November, 44 aerial torpedoes had been lounched
. ot eneny ships, COMATRSOPAC Intelligencs Bulledin, 22 Fov. 1242,

141, Fhe B-26's of tho 70%h Sauadron had been ordered back to Espiritu
at noon on 15 Fovamber, shortly aftor the misslon against the
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turnlng cargo vessels. All bub 2 teok off by 1400, but 1 was
lost off San Cristonal. Two days later the squadron was
ordered to retura o Henderson for this misaion, bhui only 3

. plones were able to mate the flight. One of this nunber devel-
oped engine trouble at CACTUS and could not take part in the
mission from Cuadalcanzl, vhich left only 4 alrcraft available,
including the 2 left behind on the 15th. History of the 70%h
Bombardment Sgandron (X).

142, Interview with Brig. Gen. I. §. Saunders, 14 April 1942. One
B~1l7 had taken off at 0500 from Eendersgon %o precede the strike
rission to Buln and report on weather and targets. This plane
approzohied at 100 feeb or lower to aveld radar, and remalned over
the target for 1% hours, reporting to the strike planes. It
retuorned to Hepiritu Sants at 1620, Two flights of B alrcraft
left ot 0600 and 1610; 1 B~17 nired in mud and bomb craters and
was unable 3o get off. It finally took off at 0645, arriving
over Buln after the 10 planes had hit the target.

143, Daily Operatlons Report, 1llth Bomb. Group, 18 Nov. 19423
¢ -I-8334 (20 Tov. 42}, Barmon to Marshall, unnuabered, 19 Yov.
42; COMAIRSQPAC Iatelllgence Bulletin, 19 lov. 1942,

144, Extract from letber by 1ith Bowb. Group Commander, n.4., in
AFAE? | Off. Serv., Div., We-IV-H-23, South Pacifiec. licutenant
Wililie, USHR, flew this Dunbo mission. Ee picked up the crew
at Sandfly Bay. Alr Intelligence Swmmary, COMAIESOPAC Intelli-
genge Bulletin, 20 Nov. 12,

145, QUf-IN-12527 (29 Yov, 42), Harmon to Marshall, #1569, 29 Nov. 42,
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Winformation on Operations in the Solomon Islands fronm 31 July to
30 Novewber 1942, Hg. 1lth Zombardment Grouwp (H), 3 Dec. 1942, in
A2 Idb, Cited as "M1th Sroup Cperations from July o November,M
3 Dee. 1942, Thesc figures fron the groum's report are somovhat

at varience with thore givea in interviews by General Saunders,

CM-OUP-2526 (8 Sep. 42), ATASC to Hermon, 71280, 7 Sew. 43;
CH-0UD-3287 (10 Sep. 42), AFASC to Necol, #1294, 9 Sep. 42.

Incl, #2 {(meno for C3's of all Air Forces by AFIBL, 21 Yov. 42),
extract from letter of llth Dombardment Group Gonmander to AATHQ,
n.d,, in AFAEP, Off. Serv, Div., WP-IV-H-23, South Pacifiec.

Thin letter was written alfter the nmission of 18 Wovenber, Saunders
belioved installation of the Benfix chin turret would prove effec-
tive aga.inst frontal atitaciz; the turret pormltted fire of 160°
azimuth, EO° deprese, and 50° olovation. BiR, General Arnold to
Goneral Ighole, "Operations of 11tz Bombardnment Group, 17 Dee.
1942, 1In AAY 370.24, Operations and Reports. On 27 Jamuory
General Stratemeyer explained to Saunders, then bome in Aberdeen,
8. D., that imorovements were belng made, dut "VWe are slways
tuilding tomorrow's planes today~~today's planes yesterday.®

Inel. (R&R, Gen. Arnold to Gen. Stratemoycr, 17 Dec, 1943), ltr.,
Gen. Stratemeyer to Gen., Sauvmders, 27 Jan. 1943, in AAG 312.1,
Cperations Ietters.

mMith Grox;p Operations from July 4o Yoveuwber,® 3 Dec., 1248, See
Appendix 412 for operational statistics covering first 4 months
of activity,

Inei., (B2R, "Effeet of Search on Striking Foree,® Gen. Arnold
to Gen., Zubank, 18 Nov. 1942), 1tr., Gen. Harmon %o OCQHSCPAC,

Ltr., Gen. Harmon to Adn. Halsey, 20 Fov. 1943, in AAG 312,1-4,
Coeratlons Lethers. Azparently there had veen some eriticisn
of the altitule from which the bombing was done, sluce General
Hormon exnlalned at length that the B-17's on 14 Koverber had
been assigned two OV's as »rimary targets. Hence, exvecting heavy
AA firve with 1ts attendant turbulence, they bombed f£rom 17,000
to 20,000 feet. Hoving approached at high altitunde, 1t was oo
Inte to descend vhen the targets were identifled as larse AP's
Ingteed of OV's., "The point apparently missed by the flight
leaders was that this was ons of thess days vhen pll profiiable
targets ghould hava beon attacited at opfimun hombing altifudes
zazordiess of eneny action. ! Inid. -
CORFIDENTIAL
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8. lLtr., Gen. Harmon to col. Sammders, 6 MNov. 1942, in AAG 312.1-4.

9. Ibid, General Harmon's feoling toward the B-17 crews was expressed
. In thig letter: "Ood lmous the Group has displayed magnificent
bravery snd splendid fortitude . . . We cannot, however, accept a
liml.tation to our capabilities but must seek to improve our
present and search for new means for hie [Jap/ destruction,t

10. Itr., Gen., Haruon to Adm. Balgey, 20 Hov. 1942.
11, Interview with Brig. Gen., L. G. Saunders, 14 Anril 1942,

12. ILtr,, Lt, Corcoran Thom to 1%j. Frank O. Brown, 7 Dee., 1942, in
AFIHI files.

13, COH-0UT-5079 (16 Nov, 42), Amold o Harmon, %Bane 2063, 16 liov.
43; 1lir., Gen. Stratemeyer to Gen. Barmon, 4 Iec. 1942, in Alr AG
820.2, South Pacific.

14. CI-0UD.6456 (20 HNov. 42), Arnold to Harmon, #Rane 2107, 20 Nov.
42, @emeral Arnold later expanded this exploit of Saunders' in
an address to a clasz ab West Polnt.

15. Interviev witk Brig. Gen. L. G. Saunders, 14 Anril 1942, The
only bargets for which the planes were speelfieally loaded wore
the shins in the Buin-Tonolel area. Ibid,

16, Ibid, Tne normal loading wag a 500-1b, bomb with instantaneous
fuzo, and COMATRSOPAC specified any desired change. There was
need for time fuszes with veried delay for emplojment against eneny
lending gtripg. Fuses wltk a dalay of § minutes wp to 72 hours
would have bsen useful in these cases. General Gelger (larine
Ay Conmuender at Guadaleansl) found that his SED's, employing
1,000-10, bombs fitted with ome-second delay fumas, sent their
‘bombs corpletely throush transpords.

17. Ibid,

18, Ltr,, Gen. Harmon to Adm. Halsey, 20 Fow, 1042, in AuG 812,1-4,
Complotion of Boumber #2 on Espiritu, anticipnfed in abvout 10 days,
obviously would relieve $his congestion.

19, Ibid, This figure rests upon hits comfirmed by photographs or by
a spufficient nmumber of witnesses to be eziablisghed a2s 2 fact. It
omits all hits aginat Deached or anchored shipping. General
Horzon eites o total of 22 ships as having been hit with one or
. more wobs; the group repori of 3 Decexber llsts only 28.

20. Interview with Brig. Gen. L. G. Saunders, 14 April 1942;
MI-IT-9647 (22 TFov. 42), Hermon to Arnold, unmumderad, 22 Nov. 42.
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Actunlly through 18 Dovenber there were only five missions in
which nino or more bombers were dispatched against moving tarsets.

Itr., Gen. Harmon 46 Adm, Halsgey, 20 liov. 42, in AAQ 312.1-A,
Ioia,

Lir,, Gen. Harwsn to Gen., Arnold, 25 Nov. 1942, in AAG 002-800,
East Indles liga,

Endio Msg. , Arnold to Earaon, 39281, 25 Hov., 1942, in AFIHI fijes.

Ltr,, Gen. Harmon to COMSOPAC, 22 Oct. 1242, in AAG 312,1-A., The
first aguadron of New Zealand Hudsons arrived on Guadaleanal on
26 November 1542, thereby releasing local S3D's from much of their
search responsibllity. Var Diary, HAG-14, 16 Oct.«16 Dee. 1942,

Interviev with Capt. M, B, Gardner, USk, 13 Jan. 1943.

ipid,

Extract from ltr. from Colonel Saumders to AAF Hg., n.d., in
AFARP, 0ff, Serv. Div,, WP-IV-H-23, South Pacific. Avparently
this letter was written shortly after 15 November,

B&R, AVCAS to AC/AS, Plans, 24 Hov. 1942, in AFAWP, Cff, Serv,
Div., WP-IV-E~23, South Pacific:; IHXR, APAEP tg AFCAS, 11 Dec.
1942, in ibid.

Gensral Arnold's original estirete of €8 F3Y's was now reduced
to 52,

Hems for Adm. King by fen. Arnold, 2 Dee. 1942, in AFIHI files.
This meme was sent on 17 lecerber,

Ltr., Gen. Hormon to Gen. Arnold, 16 Iec. 1942, in AFARP, Off,
Serv. Iiv,, WP=-IV-H~23, South Pacific, B, II.

Comnent by Operational Plans, 30 Jan. 1943 {(B«E, AQ/AS, A-3 %o
AC/AS, A-2, 19 Jan. 1843), in AACG 312.1A, (lasees of Correspondence.
Thig is o draft of the reply to Harmon'a letter of 31 December
1042,

Cn 1£ TYovember Canf. James E. Johan contoeted two large enexy
tagiz forces, ldentifying all surisce vessels present in the face
of beavy smilalreraft flre and flghler oppositlion. This plane
destroyed 8 enemy fighters and possidly 2 moxe. It reached iis
base with tall surfaces all shot awny. On 12 Fovember Lt. Mario
Sesaoo made o earrier contaet 380 miles north of Guadaleannl and
wointained it for 2 hours, shootirg down & Zeron in the nction
before returning safely., See Chepter I,
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Interview with Gen. Harmon ard Cen, Twining, 31 Morch 1943,
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| ;::Tf;':‘".ﬂ,ﬁ:.‘dfﬁ.s LR R 21

Ltr,, Gen. Harmon to Cen. Arnold, 25 Iov. 1942, in AAG C00-B00,
East Indieg Mise,

Ibid.s lir., Gen, Hoxmon to the Chief of Staff, "Alr Forces South
Pacific," 29 Tov. 1942, in AFIHI files,

Cl~IN-12983 (50 Nov., 42), Harmon o Armold, #1544, 20 Hov. 42;
ltr., Gen. Harmon to the Cuief of Staff, 29 Hov. 1942,

Interview with Brig. Gen. G. C. Jamison snd Col. Zrocke Allen,
13 Sep. 1943, Genersl Jamison was a mermber of the USAFISPA ptaff;
Colonel Allen comnznded the Sth Bombardment Grovp (H).

Ltr., Gen. Hazrmon to Gen, Strotemeyer, 6 Dee. 1942, in 4ir AG
320.2, Bouth Papific.

¢l =0UT-2160 (7 Dec, 42), llarshall to Hirmon, wPane 2232, 5 Dae. 42,
RER, APRO! to ANTSI through AFISC, 9 June 1942, in AAG, Bulk file.
Cll-I7-6223 (15 Dec. 42), Harmon to Arnold, unmumbered, 14 Dee, 42.

Cl-CUT-B243 (15 Tec. 42), Arnold %o CG South Paclflc Aren, #2397,
15 Dee. 42, Thls was authorized by AGO letter, AG 320.2 (12-11-42)
CB=I-AR-l, 14 Dee, 1942, Ltr., TAG to 0O South Paeifie Aren,

4 Jon. 1943, Yorgenization of Thirteenth Air Force,! AG 320.2
(12-81-48) 03-I~-Z, in Cperations Branch, AGO, file AG 320.2
(12-31-42).

Ibid, TForce 94€5 was the origlnal force dispatched in July and
September to New (aledonia under General Enrmon. This messoge
was in exror and should have stated that “certain personnel of
the Eombardment and Fighter sections . . . of T/0 Headquerters,
Torce 2460, will be traneferred to the Thirteenth Air Force.!
See menmo for AG by General Handy, AC/S, 3L Dec. 1942, OPD 320.0
P20 (12-26-42), in AAG 322-A.

1-IN-10498 (24 Dec, 42), Hoxmon to Armold, #2562, 23 Dec. 42,
Hormon recomzended /0 1-800-18-BS, 1 July 1942, for the neu
mlts,

Cl-0UT=-7940 (23 Dec. 42), Lrnoitd (4FIPU) to OG SPA, sRans 2511,
23 Dee. 42,

Ci-0TR=1661 (5 Jan. 43), Harchall %o Harmon, :sBane 2679, 5 Jan.

43, General Marehnll assumed that his authorization of 23

Lecerber had nol been received, since gﬁﬁg.n foiled to aclnowledge
b
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49, CM-~0UT-2445 (7 Jrn, 43), Nerchell to Hermon, #Rene 2719, 7 Jon.
43s (U-II-2657 (6 Jrn, 43), Hermon to 4rnold, #1003, 4 Jen, 43;
ltr,, PAG S0 OG South Feoeific ires, 4 Jon. 1943, "Orgzenizotion
of Thirteenth iir Foree,® AG 30,2 (12~31-42) OB-T-H, in Opere-
tions Eronch, AGC, file AG 320.2 (12-31-42) (5).

50, Jtigd.

51, Yero for A%, (& AAF, C3 SOS, by Gen, Hendy, ACG/S, "Orgopizetion
of tkhe Thirteenth Air Force," 31 Tee, 42, OPD 320.2 P10 (19°-23-42),
in ALG 322.A. The T/0fs vere ag follows:
Hg, & Ho, Sq. Thirteenth Air Force Tf0 1=-800-1S-RS (7-1-42)
Ho, & Ho, Sq. XIII Borber Comrond T/0 1-100-1 (7-1-41)
Hy, & Ha, Sq. XLIT Fighter Comrsnd B0 1-200 (7wl-dl)

52, Ltr,, Gen, Earron %o Gen, Arnold, 3L Dse, 1242, in A4l 812,1-A,

53, CMeIN-337L (S Jen, 43}, Errmon to Hrndy, #131, 7 Jan, 43;
CM=0UT2187 (2 Jen, 43), Nershzll to Hormon, :Rrne 2753, ¢ Jan, 433
memo for the Adjutent General by Erig, Gen, J. X, Full, Acting AG/S,
"Organization of the 13th Bomber Commend and 13th Fighter Commend,
13 My 1243, OFD 320.2 FT0 (5-5-43), in Operatiois Bronch, AGO,

A3 820,2 (12-BL-42) (5), "Organizetion of Thirteenth Alr Force";
cable zgg,, RAG to CG Soutk Paclfic Ares, 19 ey 43, ibid,

54, OM=IN-?560 (17 Jen, 43), CCNGENSCEAC to AGWAR, #1864, 15 Jon, 43,

55, "The fLrmy in tke South Fzeifie,V Lt, Gen, !, F, Harmon, 15,

86, Interview with Brig, Gen, G, C, Jemison ~nd Col, Brooke Allen,

1% Sen, 1943, Colonel Jemigzon was subsequently promoted ond
Colonel Allen cormanded the 5th Bombardment Groun (H),

67, "The Arcy in the South Pecifie," L, CGen, 1I, F, Hormon, 16,
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Chapter 111

1. "Summory of Photographie Intelligence Operations in the South
Paclific,® laj. S. . Smith, 10 March 1944, in AFIHI files, IMHajor
Smith was assigned to USATISPA in Ausust 1942 and was intimately
concerned with the early organization of infelligence in the South
Pacifie. He has furnished many of the details concerning the opera-

tiop of combab intelligence.

Tate uwnit, mmder Comdr, R. P. Quackenbugh, Jr., reported to CCIIS0FAC
on 16 July 1942, I{ wag vased on Qurtiss, bub meintained an ad-
vance echelon at Guadalconal zs early as Seplember 1942, The main
unit moved anhore on Espiritu on ) February 1943. Intervliew with
Condr. R. F. Quackenbvush, Jr., USH, oy 24 It. Edne I, Smith,

USHCWR, 3 Cet. 1944, in AFIEL files.

Ltr., Gen. Harmon to CGen. Arnold, 16 Dee. 1942, in AFAEP, Off, Serv,
Div,, WP-IV-H-23, South Facific, Bk, II; "Summary of Photographic
Intelligzence Operations in the South Pacific,” Major Smith, 10 larch
1944,

Extract from letter from Golonel Saunders to Hq. AAF, n.d., in
AFAYE, Off, Serv., DMv., WP-IV.H.23, South Pacific.

Ltr., Gen. Harmon to Gen. Saunders, 19 QOct, 1942, in AWAEr, Off,
Serv. v., W P-IV-H~7, New Oaledonia: lir., Gen. Harmon to Gen,
Arnold, 16 Dec, 1842, in AFAFP, Cff, Serv. Div,, WP-IV-H.23,
South Pacific, Bk, II.

Ci1-1¥-7895 (18 Dec. 42}, BHarmon to Arnold, unnumbered, 18 Dec. 42.

C:1-0UR-0532 (2 Oct. 42), AFAR? to Koumea, #.575, 1 Oct., 42;
CM-IN-16%9 (4 Cet. 42), Earmon to Stratemeyer, 4856, 3 Oct. 42.

Memo for Gen, Arpeld by Fear Adm. lisfain, 1B Oeb, 1942, in AFIHEIL
files.

These two squadrons had been allocated to the Soubh Paclfic by

the Joint Chiefs of Staff on 1 Noverber; on 23 Tecember COMAIRSOPAQ
requented information as to when they would be readyr for service.
Cii-IN-10801 {24 Dec. 43), COUAIRSOPAL {o COITGEIARY for S0rAQ,
230152 LCR 7196, 23 Dee, 42,

10. lemo for Calef of the Burezu of Aeronauilés by Gen, Arnold,

24 Qct, 1942, in ATIHI files. Uhe 174k Photo Heconnaissanceo
Squadron hod been activefed 28 July 1942 at FPeterson Field,
Colorado Springa. I% salled from San Franeisco on 3 Foveuber,
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arriving at Guadaleanal on 16 Janusry 1943, It began owerations
in the Guadaleansl cazpalgn on § Februery 1943, flving ite
misslons to Buks, Buln, Ballele, rud eventuailv to Rebaul, ail
. et 2n aversge albltuie of 29,B00-%1,000 feeb, EHistorr of the
17th Fhoto Reconnsimsrence Sguadron, 1 Jan, 1844, On 2 February,
General Hormon renorted thrt tie grouad echelon of the 18th
Fhoto llgoning Soundron would be ready to onerste within 2 weeks,
(M~IE-21) (2 Feb, £3), Hormop to Arnold, %338, 2 Feb, 42,

3l. EHigtoricel Record of Hesdounrters 4th Photo Growo, Reconnaissance,
1 Qct,=3) Dec, 1843; Eistory of Headguerters, 4th Photo Groum,
Reconnsigernes, from 24 July 1942 through 31 Decerber 1942, fThis
unit debarkel ¢t Zsniritu Santo on 22 Japnery 1943, moved to
Sen Juen Hill, ~ud urs essigned to the Thirteenth Air Force.

12, The following units subsequently were sttrched to the 4th Photo
Grouns 17tk Thoitogrephlc Reconnaissance Squadron (Guadsleanal);
855th Ongineer Tovogrephic Jomrny, 4viation (Reinf,), strtloned
on Esplritn Sonto--the 4th Groun messed with the 958th Enginecers;
18th Corhat Ilavming Squadron, based on Seniritu Santo: 12th AAF
Fhotogranhic Intellizence Detechment, vhich srrived ot Guadsleenel
15 Juns 1843, Hotoricsl Record, 4th Fhoto Group, Recomnsissance,
1 Jan, 1844-1 larch 19443 interview with Ilaj. 8, V. Smith by
suthor, 18 Snpril 1945,

13, OM-QUR-1057 (4 ZTeh, 43), Stratemeyer to Farnon, #Rane 3111,
3 Feb, 1943, The three B-25Te were to be withdrawn cnd emaloyed
over unopnosed territory.

14, C4-IN-3845 (8 Feb, 43}, Haormon to Armold, #3712, 7 Feb, 43;
CU-0UT-3381 (10 Feb, 43), APACT to Harqon, #Reme 3210, 10 Feb, 43,

16, Comzments of Gen, Tivining to Directorste of Fkotoeranky, 24 Harch
1943, in AAG 322,B, Groups, [The F-B'c were the Modlified F-%3'g
assisned to the 17th Phote Reconneissence Squedron, Colonel
Hollsteln served gg corcending offlcer until 18 July 1943, when
he returned to the Uaited States.

16, © M-ITw2643 (10 Jon, 43), Harmon to Ulio, #1831, ¢ Jon, 43;
M-0UT-8002 (12 Jon, 43), Mershell to Barmon, fRane 2371, 1& JIrp.
43, This wes the 12tk ALF Photo Intellizence Detechmeant, activated
1 Februery 1943 snd irmedistely rcesigned to the Thirbteenth Alr
Foree., It srrived in Foumes on 16 Anril, at Gusdsleznsl on the
sfternoon of 15 Jure 1943,

17, Stetement of Li, Comdr, Boger Eent to cuthor, 19 3Zep, 1944,

Commrnder Nent assisted in wremaring the Var Dlesry for IIAG-P3,
. vhich is one of the Pest exleting sources for esrly fichier

onerrtions on Guréslcensl,
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18, Interviey with Major Van Slycz, 26 larch 1943.

19, Lir., Iaj. Van Slyck to Col., Hunter, 24 Jan. 1943, in A-2 Iib,;
. 13th Alr Force Evalmations. (1948)January to August.

20. FHRecoxd of Iivents, December 1242,% Hq. 24 llerine Aireruft Ving,
in USHC Hist., Div, files 519734, The lst lMarine Air Ving
(MAV-1) carried on until 26 December when the forward echelon of
HAV-2 arrived at Guadaleanal.

2l, The Yavy maintained s forward echelon of SPFPIU on Guadalcanal
between Herderson and Fighter Strip #2. As the filme were
brought into Hendersen, they were developed, o few prints were
made for rapld interpretation, end & first phase report was mimeo-
gravned for distrioution to using unlts on Guadaleanal. Iormally
the negatives would be flown to Espiritu dy the next morning and
dellvered to SPFiIU, where a mimeographed second phase interpre-
tatlon was made znd dlstrivuted to approxinmately 70 wunits.
PSummary of Photograpbic Intelligence Operations in the South
Paelfie," laj. S, W. Smith, 10 March 1944,

22. Interview wlth laj. Van Siyck, 26 Harch 1943.

23, "Sumiary of Photographic Inidelliszeace Operatlons in the South
Pacific, Unj, Smith, 10 arch 1944, Major Smitk was abtached %o
the A-2 Section of the Thirteenth Alr Foree and moved up to
Hepiritw late in Jamu=ry., Oolonel Jemlson, Chlef of Staff,
varbally assigned him to duty with SPPIU. 1lbid.

24, Ibid,

26, Intervieuv with Maj. Garnet T. Tralnor, by suthor, 22 Jon. 1944,
in ATIHI files. Hajor Trainor was A-2 of the Thirteenth Alr Force.

26. ILir., laj. Van Slyek to Col0, BEunter, 24 Jan. 1943, in A-2 Iib,,
13%a Air Force Zvaluatlons (1943), Jem. %o Aug.

27. Interview with lMaj. Framk O. Brown, by author, 17 June 1944.
lajor Brown, formerly Assistent A-2 of the Seventh Alr Force, was
detalled ne liailson officer for observation of sir and ground
combat in the SOPAU and SWPA, Itr., llnj. Ven Slyck to Col.
Eunter, 24 Jan. 1943,

28. Ltr., Maj. Van Siyck to Col. Hunter, 24 Jan., 1943; 1tr., Lt.
Thom %o Mnj. Brown, 7 Dec. 1243, in AFIHI files., Ileutenznt SThonm
was an §~2 in the 5th Group at Espliritu Santo.

. 29, Following the recent air-maval battles, COISOPAC was able in part
%o debermine the regwlts by ecommaring the pre-action reports of
veasels sighted heading south with post-zction renorts from the
search planes indiceting the numbar of shipe liming bacl: to the
north after the enpgagemeant, Ibid.
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Interview with Col. L. K. Bodieck, 14 Dec. 1942, in AFAFRP, OfF,
Serv. Div,, II-B, 3k, III; 1tr., Ly, Thom to ilnj. Brown,
7 Deq, 12432,

-

216

0:1-0UT-8063 (23 Dec. 43), Arnold to Harmon, #2514, 25 Dec. 43.

CH-121-12559 (30 Dee, 42), Arnold from Hermon, 7488, 27 Dac. 42.
The llarine fighter record was even more dramatic, averaging
better than five to one, and on occasion running as high as 20
eneny planes loet for each F4F-4

Ltr., Lt. Corcoxan Thon to !laj., ¥Framk O, Brown, 7 Deec. 19423.
Voandsgrift Report, Phase I, Ammex E, 24 Moy 1943, in A-2 Liw,

Interview with lMaj. W. D. H. Huttig, 15 May 1944, by author.
Major Huttle was 85-2 of the 18th Fighter Group. Variocus intelli-
gence officers who served with the Thirteenth Alr Force have
estimated the number of returned alrorew nembers, approxinmeted
to De €0 to 20 mer cent of all personnel who were adle to mauke
sale water landings,

The nmumoer of remzrikable rescuew is oo long to include in this
study, but the rebturn of Lt. Wallace Dinn with a captured eneny
pilot is one of the more noteworthy.

Vondegrift Report, Fhase III, Ammex F., Olemens was the first
vialte man to come throusgh the lzrine's lines, which ho did on the
evening of 15 August. By Janvary the coast watchers were s part
of the Inter-Islani Intelligence Sorviece attached to ¢-2 of the
Amerieal Dlviglon, and inclufied 20 officers, 5 enliated nenm, and
approximately 100 native scoube, Major Clemens now commended the
Hative Seout and Carrier Section of & officers, 100 nziive scoutm,
and 100 natlve carrliers. Creanization G-2 Section, Hq. Guadal-
canal, 8 Jan. 1943, in AGY, Combat Analysls Subsechion, 30 Amer.
21,3

Tae 0-3 Jowrnal of the lst larine Division contains freguent
reference to reports from the Coast Vatchera' network, The
Journal entry for 6 November, 0700 (from a Bougalnville stetlon)
reads Ydave had to move back., Tow no view drome. Hope only
temporory but nennwhile difficult to glve vsual estinate daily,
D-2 Jouransl, lst larine Division, Vol. VI, 6 Hov,-2L Fov. 1943,
in USMC Higt., Div. files.

The watcher on Sendfly Island, off Vella lLovellzn, was invaiuable
for nioc sueeess in woiming the morine defenders on Guadal canal
of the glze and type of Jan bombing attacks, One of the best
known waichers was a lMr, Fennedy, who malntained hls sitation at
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42,

43,

44.

45,

46.
47.

43.
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Segl at the east end of New Georgla; he was one wao had a private
notive "army" well armed with salvaged weapons fron alrceraft.
Interview with laj. V. D. H. BEuttig, 15 Moy 1944,

Vondegrift Leport, FPhase IV, Aunex A, These reports were in-
strumental in forelng the ewacuation of Glzo Bay on 19 September,
although the Jap then moved his seaplane base to Rekata Bay on
Santa Isabel,

Vendegrift Heport, Fhase I, Amex B, 24 lzy 1943,

COIATRSOPAC Var Diary, 24 Dec. 1942, in Office of Faval Records

and Librery; “Dumbo Operations in the Solomon Islands, Jan. 1 40

Aug. 15, 1943,7 5 Sep. 1943, U.8. Pocific Fleet, SOPACTOR, Intelli-

gence Division, in A-2 Lib.; 13ta Alr Foree Zvaluntione (1943),
GD.-OCt. -

Tvid, On 16 Decenbver 10 nmon of a B-17 uhich had beoen foreed down
at sea were pieked wo from the shore of Tetipari Island: on

23 Decembor an aray nilos was rescued off the eastern end of

San Cristobal.

Interview with Lt., Comir. J. 0. Cobb, US4, 26 April 1943. This
officer commanded Patrol Squadron 91, one plans of waieh rescust
General Twining with 16 membvers of his staff after thelr B-17
had been forced dowm at sea. Commender Cobd states thoat in 6
months of operations his squadron alone rescued 81 airmen,

The other pilot was Lt. Josepa A, Lynch of the 68th. Ceptain
Palmer was shot down 24 hours earller by an over-zealous B-17
gunner. After he had balled out, the B-17 dropped a life raft
and a canteen of vater, leaving him to spend an anxious night
under the nose of the Jap base at Buin. Higtory of the E8th
Fighter Squsdron, activation to 81 Dec. 1943: (il-I1-9622 (21 Jan.
43), Harmon to Marshall, #2260, 20 Jan. 43, A detailed study of
these activitlies could be made only by an examination of the
squadron records of VP-ll, 24, 44, 72, and 91, all of which
nrovably had detachments on Iumbo duty at intervals during the
first 6 monthe of 1944,

Interview with Gomnander Gobb, USH, 26 April 1943.
CI-I-0063 {1 Auwg, 42), Harmon to Morshall, #6756, 30 July 1942,

DG5S Disposition Torm, to UG AAF from CGen. Hamdy, AC/S, 3 Aug.
1942, OPD 482,1 P70 (7-30-42), in AAG 000-800,lisc, Zast Indles;
meno for OPD by Ool, Robert W, Horver, Acbtiang AG/AS, A3, 10 Aug.
1942, in ibid. 0
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49, CU-OUT-8119 (26 Aug. 42), CG AAP {o Harmon, #1115, 26 Aug, 42;
CLII-0008 (1 Seo. 42), Harrzon to Arnold, %174, 31 Aug, 42,

. 50, (Cl-0UT-1211 (3 Sep. 42), Arnold to Ezrmon, #1226, 3 Sep. 42;
ou.0Ur.5815 (17 Sen. 42), AFR0M %o Harmon, #1392, 15 Sep. 42,
These alreraft aceommodated o erow of 2, carried 3 or 4 passengers,
and had g ronge of approximately 50O miles at 155 m.p.h. with 75
per cent power. They were schelvled to be divided equally among
Fij1, Hew Qoledoniz, and lew Zealaud,

51. Ltr. from Gen. Earmon quoted in E<R, Gen. Awnold to A-3, 31 Aug.
1942, in AAG 370,24, Operation and Report ¢f Troows; liér., CGen.
Harmon %o Gen. Arnoldé, 28 Aug. 1942, in ATIMI files; CM-OUT-7242
(22 Sev. 42), Stratemeyer to Necal, #1439, 21 Sep. 42.

52.. During the cammaimm's eorly vhases the majority of evacuses were
taken out by sea. By 18 Sephenmber, 147 patients had heen remnoved
in eireraft, vherens 701 officers and men had been evacunted in
surface craft., Vandegrlift Report, Phase IV, Annex B,

£3. WUS{atus Peport on Medieal Department Officers in Thirteenth Alx
Forece and in other AAP unlts in SPA, ag of 9 April 1943,0 T4, Col.
Frederic: J. Freese, Jr., HC, in A4G, Bulk files, Alr Surgeon later-
ial, cited as Freese Report, Colonel Freege was Asglstant Alr
Surpeon of USATISPA, then Air Surgeon of the Thirteenth Alr Force.
Vor Diary, larine Aireraft Group 25 (MAG-25), 1 Sep.--1 Oct. 1943,
in USMO Hist. Div. files. Brig. Gen. Poy 8. Gelger, USMD, was
n pagssnger on the first nlane, HAG-25 conslgted of Hemdquarters
Sou-dron 25, Morine Utlllty Scuwdrons 253 and 152, all attached
to the lst Harine Alrcraft liag (lAV-1), fhe planes were 0-47's,
Znown to the liavy as R4D-1'sa,

£1, Vendegrift Report, Phase IV, Anmex B.
55, ‘lar Di-ry, lIAG-25, 1 Sep.-1l Oct. 1948, in USLC Eist, Div., files.

56, -002-y123 (27 Sem. 42), Strabeneyer to Tleecal, 71503, 25 Sen.
42 (.IN-11862 (=7 Semn. 42), Arnold to lnrehsll, 500, 27 Sep.
43, Gemeral Arnold left Brisbane for Sneshingbon on 3¢ Sepbtenber
1042,

57. C1-0U0-9404 (22 Sep. 42), AFDAS to OG leeal, #1524, 23 Sep. 1942;
OM~0UD-04692 (14 Oct. 42}, AFROM to Harmon, #1£89, 14 Oct. 42;
1=0UT-1200 (3 Oct. 42), AFROM to Harmom, #1592, 3 Oct. 42,

58, Ol-OUD-05927 (18 Oct. 42), Armold to Harmon, 1741, 18 Oct, 42
. 1tr., Gen. Eenmey ©o Gen. Arnold, 24 Oct. 1942, in AAG Z12.1A.

B9, OIIlw09115 (21 Oct. 42), Hmions to WDCSA, %3710, 21 Oct. 42.
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Ltr., Gen, Arnold to Gen. Harron, 7 Dee. 1942, in AAG B512,1-A.
‘\;ar mary' I*IAG'—%, 19 Oc‘b. 19420

$M.I0~-11433 (27 Oct., 42), Harmon o Arnold, #8268, 26 Oect. 42
S-0UR=09099 (87 Cet. 42), AFACT $o Harmon, %1847, 27 Cct. 42,

RiR, Gen. Stratemeyer to ACG/AS, A-3, 17 Oct, 1943, in AAG 452,
I.L Airplanes--Genoral; BER, Gen. Peaoody, WO&M %o AFACT, 25 Oef.
1942, in ibid. General Harmon recommended that thess L4B's be
digtributed as follows: Filji-6, Yew Zecland-5, Wew Oaledonla-f,
Efate~3, and Esplritn Santo-3.

Higtory of the Thirtecnin Troop Carrlier Squadron from 10 Oct.
1942 to 31 July 1943; interview with 1st Lt, Donnld D, Zberhart,
27 Yay 1943; interview with Gen. Vandegrift, 3 Feb., 1943, Ab one
fime 1% was even necessary to drain fuel from the larger planes
on the fleld in order $o keep the flghters in the alr. History
of the 67th Fighter Sqguadron; llexrillat, The Igland, 153-153.

Idlsran, COMAIRSOPAC 4o COVMAIRVILG-OWE, 232219, in War Digry,
COLLIRS0PAC, 24 Ilov. 1942, in Office of Ilaval Pecords and Library;
Freegse Report; History of the 13th Troop Carrier Squadron from

10 Oct, 1942-3) July 1943.

COLATRSOPACG Intelligence Bulletin, 1 Mov, 42, in USIC Hist, Div,
files; 1tr., Gen. Hormon to Gen. Arnold, 2 Hov. 1942, in AAG
312.1-A, Al of the evacuees were saved, bub two exew members

of the 0-47 wero swept away. Capiain Pebty subsequently received
a DFC for his ackievement in this rescue and the surviving members
of the ¢rew were awarded Alr ledals, This reef liay anoroximately
295 gtabute niles west of Bfate.

Ltr., Gen. Harmon to Gen. Armold, 2 Hov. 1942.

Lir,, Gen. Harmon to Gen. Arnold, 2 Nov., 1942; interview with
laj., Von 8lyelz, 28 March 1943,

Inid.

O1-I1U-3980 (8 Feb, 43), CG 508 SPA 4o UG AMF, #3394, 7 Feb, 43.
An earlier request for antonatic pillots made to Hanilton Field
on 27 Jonuary had falled to bring any sctlon, This time
General Stratemeyor demended that lmmedinte sttention be glven
to these requents., Extract from cable log of Gen. Stratemeyer,
8 Feh, 1945, in memo for Alr Service Command, A-%, by Col,
Shearer, Cable Secty., § Feb. 1843, cable msge., New Caleddnia,
Peb, 1943, in AFIHI files.
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Ltr., Gen. Harmon %o Gen. Arnold 2 Hov. 194%2.

Ltr., Gen. Earnon to Gen. Arnold, 2 Fov. 1942. This "Aviatoriunt
vag organized in conjunetion wlth the Ameriean Red Oross in Auek-
land. Nuch of the credii for its establishmeat goes to Col. Eari
Mazwell, 11.0., Surgeon, USAFISrFA., Alr crews were granbeld 7-icr
reste here, although they were not compelled to remain at the
UAviatorium! while in Awelland. Beecause of its faeilities and
Inexpensiveness, moet of them d1d. Freese Peport,

Itr. , Gen. Harmon to Gen. Arnold, 2 Nov. 1942,
Ihig.
Itr., Gen. Arnold to Gen. Harmon, 7 Teo. 1942, in AAG S12,1-A.

Ilerio for Gen, Fanley, DC/AS by Ben. Harmon, 8 Dee, 1942, in AAG
318.1"‘3.

Ltr., CGen. Harmon to Gen. Armold, 16 Dec., 1942, in AAG 312.1-A.

Ltr,, Gen, Hanley to Gen. Harmon, 18 Feb. 1943, in Air AG 320.2,
South Paciflc; &R, AC/AS-OFD to A-3, "G~57 for South Paclfie,!
29 Jan, 1943, in ATAEP, Off, Serv. Div., P-IV-E-23, South Pacifie.

Cl-II-2016 (21 Dec. 42), Hermon to Arnold, #2006, 18 Dec, 42;
ltr., Gen. Harmom to Gen. Arnold, 16 Dec, 1943, in AAG 312.1-A.

CL-0UT-786% (23 Tec. 42), Arnold to Harmon, :Fane 2509, 22 Dee.
43; QU-0UT-3777 {8 Jan. 43), George to Herrmon, =Rane 2731,
8 Jan., 43,

Cl-IN-12648 (23 Tov. 42), Formon to AGVAR, #1542, 29 Now., 42;
H-0UT-1045 (3 Dec. 42), AFTAS $o GG USAF Tev Galedonia. YODAT
3 Dec. 42, Perronnel of this unit conclsted of 1 MAC officer,
5 ¥C ofﬂcers. 85 nurses, and Bl enlisted ren.

Cl-IT-8783 (20 Dee. 43), COMGSUPAC to AGWAR, unrumbered,
18 Dec. 42; CM-CUT~83B3 (24 Dec. 42), AFECH to CG leezl, wRane
2630, 24 Tee. a0, .

Freege Report; HAlr Evacuntion,' by laj. James =. Crans, 10,

20 lHarch 1943, in AAG, bulk files, Alr Surgeon Material. The
others were Capt. James V. Vauvdry, lst Lts, Chznrles G. ixter, Jr.,
Harold V. lessenger, and Burton A. Eall, Pictorial History of

the B801st Medleal Alr Evacuatlon Transport Squadron, Feb. 1943 to
Sep. 1944. The (-47, plloted by Lt. Lewls V. Helson, left
Henderson for Efate at 0730 on 13 Jermuzry, ecarrying 17 patients

in edditlon to the crow and Ileutenzai Holl., It was never heard
from agoin. CU-IN-11175 (25 Jon, 43), vG 805 SPA to OC AAF,
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#2266, 23 Jon. 43; ClWIN-7535 (15 Feb. 43), COUGENSOPAC to AGVAR,
74330, 14 Feb, 1943; Pictorizal Hiotory of the 80Llst lMedical Alr
Ivacuation Transport Squadron.

Hair Zvacuction,! liaj, Crane, 20 lMarch 1943, In %he abgence of
atterdants, pilote earried the morphine syrettes themselves.

Ibnld.

Ibid,; Freese Feport. The tine required by the evacustion flights
was as follows!

Guadaleanal to Espirltu Smato 4-4% hours
Guadoleanal to Zfate B-8 hours
Guadaleansl to lev Caledonias 7-8 hours

Ay Hvacuation,® by laj. Orane, 20 Harch 1943, On 10 lay 1943

the E801gt was redesigmated the BOlat lledical Alr Evacuntion Transport
Sopadron. Fletorial Hictory of the &0Lst Medical Alr FEvacuation
Transport Squsdron.

Ibld, Medlczal officers often cito the beneficial morale effect of
the nurses upon wounded personnel belng evacunted.

Interviev with Gen. Vandegrif$, 3 Feb. 1943. General Vandegrift
states that at one time as many ag 19 C-47'c vere arriving rnd
leaving Henderson Fleld in 1 day. Several of the pllote of the
13th Troop Oarrler Squadron were siaff sergeants, nine of whom
were comnicsloned second lleutennnts in the flold on 20 Februcry
1943, OM-In~11 (1 liarch 43), GG SOPAC to AGWAR, #5284, 28 Feb. 43,
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Chepter IV

o

. 1. ZItr,, Gen. !nrchall to Gen. Hormen, 7 July 1942, OFD 384 SPA
{7 July 1942), in AAG 201, Harron, 1. 7.

2. Incil, #1 (Ltr., Gen., Ezrmon to Gen. Arnold, 6 June 1944), 'The
Arzy in the South Pecific,M Lb., Cen., !, F. Eormon. This is a brief
nnrrative history of the development ond organization of Army forces
in the South Pacific, written by UOMGEIISOPAC prior to his departure
from the South Facific. S05 was constituted by AG 320.2 (2-6-43)
03.I-SP0FU-M on 11 Februsry 1948, and activated 1 Mexch., See record
cari of Hq, and Hq., Sq. S05, SPA, in Unit Records Branch, OC&R,

3. Ltr.. Gen. Harshsll to Gen. Earmon, 7 July 1942, OFD Zg4 SPA
(7 Jaly 1948).

4, QU-IN-6319 (17 Aug. 42), COLGELSOPAC $o Arncld, :#87, 17 Aug. 42;
Cl-0UT-6£59 (21 Aug. 42), UG AAF to hecal, %1048, 20 sug. 42.

5, (M-QUR.0568L {18 Oct. 42), Marshell to Harmon, #1780, 16 %ct. 42.

6. Cl1.0UP.5607 (16 Dec. 42), AFADS o OG HD, /1892, 16 Tes. 42;
CH-0UT-1808 (6 Feb. 43), Transportation Corps (Somervell) to CG HD,
32681, & Feb, 43.

7. UThe Army ln the South Pacifie," Gen, Harmon.

8. ILtr., ¥sj. C. E. Brooks and !lr, Francls 2. Xraft to CG AS0, 13 Febd.
1843, in AAG 000~E00, liisc., Zast Indles, These two men were sent
out from Headousrters, Alr Service Commend, and reported at
Tontouta on 3 Februory 1943. Thelr repord, clted ag Brooks and
Kraft Feport #5 or %6, is a detailed and wvaluable survey of supply
problens in the South Pacific. RER, AG/AS, A-4 to AFEBS, Trans-
rortation Div,, 6 Jan, 1943, in AAG 000-£00, lilsc,, Bast Indies;
intorview with lst ILt, Jonothan Porisg, 13 June 1943,

9. ExzR, AC/AS, A-4 to AFEBS, Transportation Div., 6 Jan. 1943;
comuent #2 by AFRBS, Tramsportation Div., 13 Jan., 1943.

10, Ibid.
11, Interview with Col. Rodieck, 14 Lec. 19432,
12, Interview with lnj. Van Slyck, 26 Harch 1943,

13. History of the 67tk Flghter Squadror, Activatlon to 31 Dec. 1943:
o Brooks and Kraft Report 5, 18 Feb, 1948; Gi-IN-3552 (8 ov. 42),
Eaxoon to Arnold, #1151, & Hov, 42.
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14, (CU-IN-3832 (8 Fov. 42), Harmon to Arnold, #1151, 8 MNov. 42.

150 Lt!‘-, G’ﬁn. H\?mcn to G’en- Al‘ncld, 35 I'IDVQ 1942, 111 MG‘ 313.1"A,
. Operations Lettora.

16. llemo for G/S by Aeting AG/AS, A-4, "Air Depot Group for South
Paciflc Area," 11 July 1942, in AAG 370, Mise. B, Employment,
Operation, Hovement of Troops; ltr., Gen. Harmorn to Gen. Arnold,
21 July 1842, 1n AAG 321,9-3, 13,Groups.

17. R&R, AFDAS to AFALS, 17 July 1942, in Air AG 370.5, See. II; R&R,
ATIFU o ATAES, .AE’AGJ.. AFADS, 12 Aug. 1943, in 351,93, lé.Grouys.

18, R&R, ATASC-Q to AFADS, 25 Aug. 1942, in AAS 321,9-2, 13,CGroups;
1st Ind., (basic niseing), Hq. ASC to CG AAF, "Plamning and Repair
Vorl: in Forelgh Theaters," 13 Oet. 1943, in AAG 370, Wisc., B.

19, (C-CUT-664 (3 Mov, 42), AFASC to Breene, #.6, 2 Nov. 42. .

20. Itr., Gen. Emmone to Gen. !larshall, 17 Sep. 1942, in A4G 333.1,
CC0~800, Hise., Australisn,

21, EER, Gen. Arnold to Gen. Stratemeyer, Mieed of Moblle Group in
Vicinity of Few (aledonla,® 6 Oct. 1942, in AAG 370.5, 5, Transfer
of Troops. See Apvendix 2 for list of service units currently
scheduled for the Socuth Paciflec.

22. EZR, AFIUR to AFESS, 10 Oct. 1942; comment #2 by AFRSS, Col. L. P.
Waittin, 17 Oct, 1942, in AAG 000-800, Misc., Bast Indies.

25. Ihia.

24, QOU-0UT-02691 (v Oct. 42), AFALS to 00 Fecal, #1639, 8 Oct, 43;
¢-0UZ-08291 (24 Oct. 42), OFP to Harmon, #1814, 24 Oct., 42.

25, Ibid.
26, (M-I1i1-4065 (11 Aug. 42), Harmonm to Arnold, #763, 1l Aug, 42.

27, Uhe detachment arrived at Tontouta on 10 September. Inel. (History

of the 13th Air Depot Group, Aetivation %o 31 Dee, 1943),"Informa-
tlon concerning Thirteenth Depot Engineering Department,' by
Haj. Hermen J. Redd, 2 July 1843,

28, (Ql-I-11059 (25 Oect., 42), Hurmon to Armold, #8085, 26 Oct. 42

. 22, Ci=0UT-08393 (27 Oct. 42), OFD to COMGEISOPAC, #1844, 26 Oct. 42;
Cl-0UT.04573 (14 Ccb. 42), OFD to 06 Hawaiian Dept., #691, 14 Oct. 42,
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80, Ibid.: Cl.OUT-1114 (4 Wov. 2), AFADY to Harmon, #1928, 4 Iov.
42; 1tr., Gen. Harmon to Gen. irnold, 25 ¥ov. 1942,in AAG 312.1-A.

@ 3. Ibid.

32. CU-0UF-08747 (25 Oct. 42), AFEBS o Harmon, #1827, 25 Oct. 42.

LI

33, OU.IN-10011 (23 Yov. 42), Ecrwon to Arnold, #1442, 23 Nov. 42.

(6 Jan. 43}, Harmon 'bo Marehell, %841, 4 Jan. 43. -

35.. O-IN-2388 (6 Joz. 43), Earmon to Maoreiall, 841, & Jan. 43,
36, ClU-OUD-3188 (9 Jon. 43), Uarshall to Hapmon, =Bane 2750, 9 Jon. 43.

37. The 13th Depot Group went ashora on 25 Novenver: units of the 6%h
Service Group debarked on 24, 25, and 25 lovewber., History of
the 1%th Aly Depot Group, Activation to 30 June 1943; History of
the Hg. and Hq. Soguadron, 6th Service Grow, Acuivation to 31
Iecoubor 1243,

38, History of the 29th Service Grouwp, 15 Jan, 1941-31 llareh 1943;
Opera.t:.onal Metory of 29th Service Groun. Total strensth of
assigned wits on 8 Decenber vas 63 officers, 1,067 men; 4 addi-
tionnl officers and 36 men were attached, The shop was functioning
28 early as 1l December,

39. History of the 13th Depot Supply Scuadron, Activabion o 31 Dec.
1243; Brooks and Kraft Revort 45, 13 Feb, 1943,

40, Historles of the following AAF units: Hq. and Ha. Squedron, 6%th
Service Group, Activation to 31 Dec. 1943; 38th Service Sguadron,
15 Jan. 1941-1 Jan. 1944; 7lst Service Squcndron, 1 Dec. 1941
31l Tee. 1243; 1034th Sie;nal Commany, 15 Feb, 1941-31 Deo. 1943;
855%th Orﬁnance Commany, 18 April 1942-31 Dec. 1943.

41, ZSrooks and Eraft Report #5, 13 Feb. 1943,

42, "The Army in the South Poeifie,! Gen. Harron, Director of Air
Corps Supply and of the Air Depot Division was iaj. Frank 3
Bomar, 3Brooks and Xraft Report #5, 13 Feb. 1943,

43. 3Brooks and Kraft Renorts #5, 13 Feb, 1943,

44, Incl. #12, (Fistory of the 13th Air Depot Grown, Aetivation to
. 30 June 1943), "Informetion sencerning Depot Supply, 13th Alr Tenot,
AAT, 7 July 1943; History of the 13th Devot Swnly Squadron, Acti-
vation to 31 Dec. 1943,

;
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The saoply saumdron hnd avallable five CCC-type bulldings and
four &3~ = Bl-foot sbesl bulldings, Brooks and Eraft Reword b,
13 Feb, 1943,

Inel. ;13 (History of the 13th Alr Depot Group, Activation to
20 June 1943); WInformation concerning Thirteenth Depot Znginesring
Department," 2 July 1943,

O1-IU-4082 (8 Feb, 43), CG 508 SPA o CG ASCPFO, 3173393, 7 Teb, 43,

Cl-0UT-9386 (29 Dec. 423), llarghall to Harmon, #8589, 33 Dec, 42.
Erogke and Evaft IZeport 5, 13 Feb, 1943,

Ibid,

Ibid,

O-1r-0246 (21 Jan. 43), COUCEISOS SPA to CG ASC PTO, #2049,

20 Jen, 433 Broois ond Kraft Report 6, 13 Feb., 1243, This plan
origirnlly vas to exploy Headquarters Flight fectlion and Yew
Zealand Alr Force personnel, facliities, and egquipment.
Cl-IN-06582 (16 Oct. 42), Breene to Arnold, 105, 16 Oct, 42;
ltr,, Gen. Harmon to Gen. llcllmrney, 29 Aprll 1943, in ALCG 312.1-B,
Cperations Lettere.

Interviev with lat Lt. Jopathen Poxriss, 13 June 1843. ILieutenant
Porisg recched Liate on 2 August 1942 with the 4824 Ordnence
Commany and cubgeguently wags ascigned to the 428 Bombardnent
Squadron (E) ps ordnznee officer.

Brooks and Evaft Feport | 5, 13 Feb. 1943; History of the Eg. and
Eq. Squadron, 6th fervice Grown.

Itr., Gen, Pormon %o Gem. Arrold, 25 Jov., 124%, in AFIHI files.
Inel., .13 (Blstory of the 13th Alr Depot Grouw, Activation to

20 June 1943), "Informabion concerning Thirteenth Lepot Ingincer-
ing Deporiment ., 2 July 1843,

Inel, A2 (History of the 13th AlrDepot Groun, Activation to
30 June 1943), "Informiation eoncerning Tepot Sunnly, 18th Alr
Tenot, ALY,V 7 July 1943; Elstory of Hg. 38th Service Sgundron,
15 dan. 1841-1 Jan. 1944,

1-I1-10543 (23 Jan. 43), Harmon tao C& ALF, ~3327, 21 Jan. 43,
Genorgl Brecne ncked for ons reprecentative each from the followling

cozponies: Boeiny, Consolidated, Vorbth Amorican, llartin, Curtiss-
Urigat, Pratt and Vhitney, Paciord, Hanilion, and Aercorap.

C-TI-143C4 (28 Feb. 43), 0F £05 5S¢4 to OF A0 FXO, 34856,
27 Feb, 45. N
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Ci-IH-8010 (19 Yov, 42), Enrmon to AFISC, 137, 18 ov. 423;
ClI-0UT-6305 (20 Tov. 42), ATWSY to Hornmon, 78108, 19 Tov. 42,

226

Cli-IN-G55 (2 Feb. 43), Burnett to liarshall, 73019, 1 Feb, 43;
C.-IN-3139 (6 Feb, 48), Harmon to AXESC, [BB843, 6 Feb, 43;
11-0UT.-S2E8 (9 Fed, 43), AXTSC to CG SPA, :Rome 3183, 9 'Ea'b. 43,

Cif-IN-7034 (16 Jen., 43), Harmon to AFDSC, #1796, 14 Jen, 43;
C-CUE-6111 (18 Jan. 45), AFE3C to Haornon, wBane 2675, 16 Jan. 43.

Ol.IN-12737 (27 Jom, 43), Esrron to AFESC, 70720, 26 Jan. 43
CI-0U-1778 {5 Feb, 43), ATISC to narmon, .Rane 140, 4 Feb, 43,

iThe Army in the South Paeific,® L. Gen, !I. F. Hurmon,
History of the 67tk Fighter Sguadron, Aclivation to 31 December 1943,

BaF, Gen. Arnold to Gen, Honleyr,
Div,, WP-IV-E-23, South Pacific.

2 .ﬁug. 12432, in AT I, off. Serv.

ILid,; memo for G/§ by Gen. Honley, AC[AS, A-4,
South Paclific Iglands,™ 1.6 Sen. 1942, in ibid.:
(11l Sen. 42),

BALY Depot for
Cl=-0UR-ZE60
Farshall to COMBEISCEAC, %1323, 11 Sep, 42,

Cl-IN-5281 (14 Sep, 4%), Harmon to Arzold, #281, 14 Sep, 42;

CwCUT-E12¢ (16 Sen. 42), larchall to Harmon, 1371, 15 Sew, 42

g vy
Tnel, (B&R, AZARF {o AFDEC, 7 Oet., 1942}, lir.. Gen. Harmon to
Gen, Arnold, 20 Sen, 1942, in AFAEF, Off, Serv. Iiv., "®-1T7-H-23,
South Pacific; CU-IU-11497 (26 Sen. 42}, Hcormon to lorchall,
#2386, 25 Sem. L2,

in—om-’g}‘las (10 se.o.
CH=-INT-12313 (28 Sev.

QU=0TT-4327 (13 ov.

42), AFEBS to OG ED, +45, 10 Zep. 42.
42), Drmons to CG 805, 3034, 28 Sep. 42.

42), AFASR to Harmon, 52032, 11 Lov, 42.

Tirecetive for GG ASC by AFEBS, "Air Dewot in the South Pacifie,!
14 Sen. 1942, In JAG O00-E00, ilisc., East Indles. A slgnel
sectlon of 2 officers nad 2F enlisted nen was t0 be added o the
ranning toble.  Ibid.

lleo for CG AAT by Gen. Handy, AC/S, 18 Oct. 1942, in AAG 0C0-800,
ldee., Zast Indles. Activation was by ltr., 4G 320.3 (9-19-42)
EIH-AT, Y0onstituiion mnd Ackivoation of the lgt Alreraft

Aseserbly Souadron, 20 Sen. 1942, cited in 1bid,
lemo for WDGS, CPD, by Gen. Hanley, Dep. CfAS, Wlovement of let
Asgenbly Soundron,® 10 Deec, 1942, in AAG 370.57, llovement of

Troovns; memo for AT and €05 by Col. Sweeney, Exec., Theator

LI .
i S LTS \-x__ P LAY "‘f‘\ s v §
o SDGATAL e ey
)J" L obes S8 5 0™ —
\3
T e U B I SSUREAN R LS 1N

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

. ) :
‘ e AT AR L bt artrn I A now
ili"\ ;;qi 1),‘__{‘¥}I‘:\— h- g‘-“-fr:-’*‘“‘:““v*: D s e i oo
- SECURITY INEGLLIATION
Growp, VD8, 11 Tec. 1942, in ibid.; BaX, Col, lNoore, WIUSC to
AFEQ! and AFEBS, 15 Dee. 1942, ond corrente 2 apd 3 by AFIFU,
19, 31 Tee. 1942, in ibid.

4

76. llemo for CG AST Dy Brig. Gen. 0. A. Andergsor, ACG/AS, Plans, "air
Ierot in the South Pacific," 19 larch 19243, in AFAR, COff, Serv.
Div,, W2-IV-H-33, South Pacifiec.

7. Iblg,

78, CI-II-6370 (12 Ped. 43), Ostrom to D COPD, 228, 11 Feb. 43;
(::-0UZ-512% (15 Feb, 48), AFALS to 0& Bors Zora, =159, 15 Feb, 43,
Eage commender was Brig. Gen. Charles D. Y. Ostrom.
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L¥r,, Gen., Harcon to Gon., Arnold, 25 Nov., 1942, in AaG 313,1-4,
Cperations Letters.

The strin uwndor construction ot Aols Bay hod been abandoned afber
it was extended to 1,200 feet. Swarm lond at one end prevented
its devolopnent. Speclal A-2 Rewort to €%, VII Fizhter Comnmend,
by Capnt. Chorles . Hedgee, 2 Dec, 1842, in Combeat and llisslon
Fenorts, 18th Fipghter Group, 44th Fighter Squadron, in AFIHI files.

#he Arar in the South Pacifice,¥ Gen. Hormon,

Ibid.s GO 2%, Hq. Americal Divieion, 9 Iec. 1842, in G-3 Joxxrnal
File, Arorieal Divigion, 2-17 Dec. 1943, in AGD Combat Analysis
sup-section, 80 Axexn 33,1; O1-II-4198 (10 Dec., 42), Harmon to
YVarshall, A75Y, 10 Dee. 48. Goneral Poiteh arrived at CACIUS on
19 Yoverber. llerillat, SDhe Iglond, 232.

Torrabive of Operatbtions, smerical Iivision ab Guadaleanal, 28 !y
1943, in AGO Combat Analyein oub-seetion, 30 Amer. 11.4; lferillaot,
Bng Inlond, 232.

COUAIREOPAC Intelligence Tulletin, £0-21 Iov,, 1=8 Dec. 1lu4®, in
USlC Higt., Div, filee, SP-1-1042; CQI-IN-10G83 {25 ov. 42), Harnon
to lmrehnll, 1493, 24 lov. 42.

Cporations of the 25th Infentry Divielion on Gusdsleensal, 17 Dec.
1842-5 Feb, 1943, n.d., in AGD Combat Analysis sub-cection,
32B-11.5

Pattle of Tassafarongn, 20 Moverber 1942," OLI Combat Larratives,
1-2. The veport for 23 Iovenber indiecated only tw czrgo veesels
in tke Buln area, GI-IH-10395 (24 Tov. 42), Hurmon to liorshall,
#1478, 24 Tov. 43; 0l-II-10693 (25 llov, 42), Harron %o llarshall,
w1403, 24 Tov, 42; C-IN-11432 (27 Liov. 42), Harmon to llarshell,
14615, 26 Iov. 42; OL-IN-12827 (29 Lov. 42), Harmon to liarshall,
5 156%, 29 Dov. 43,

Lorthharmion was suntz, lew Orlecns and [innespolls badly domesed,
smd Pensnenlsn only slizntly less dammged. "Pattle of Tassafaronga,t
C..L Combat Yerratives, 20-Z1l. %ne Jop arproached Gundslcanal with
geveral larpe transnorts, 2 of which were suni:, in addition tc the
losg of a cargo vessel, 4 DD's, and 2 crulsers or DD's, iferillat,
GThe Islard, 233.

ITatalled Account of Tokyo Erxpress, 1B Iov. 1942-9 Feb. 19243,¢
n.d., in ABO Jombat Analysis suwo-section; Whe Aruy in the South
teelfie,W Gen, Enrnon.
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11, Ipid,

. 12. Ibid.

13. lNarrative of Uperations, Armerieal Division at Guadaleanal,
28 l'ny 19453, in AGO Cpombot Annlysis sub-geciion, 30 smer. 11.4.

14, Soe chert folloving p. 1652, Toaies OHA unit wus the 124th Japonese
Infentry Regiment, uvnder Colonel Uoa. Eeporit on Activitiesg in
South Pacific Area, 27 Jan, 1843; Unrrotlve of Operations,
Americal Divislon at Guadaleonal, 23 liny 1243,

15. lar Disry, 24 Uarine Alreraft Uilng, Fleet Inripme Force, 1-31 Dec.
1942, 25 Dec, 1942, in USKO Hist, Div., files., Cited as Var
Dinry, HAV-3,

16, All the 67%h's pilots had been gent back to New Cnledonia by
22 Docewnber. Lhey 4id not re-enter combat on Guadalearnal until
22 Janmuory., Hintory of the G7th Fiphter Squadron.

17, Hisiory of the 68th Fighter Sguadron, Actiwntlon te 31 Tecexber
1943,

19, Ealg attack wns delivered by the 25th Division, vith the 3d
Pattalion of the 1824 Infontry, the Eecomnalesance Squoadron of
the Americal Divisicn, and the lst Battaliom, 34 larines.

"Revort on Activitics in South Paclific Avee,' laj. Frank 0, Brown;
¢ .IN=5408 (12 Jan. 43), Hareon to Marsiell, :A1531, 11 Jan, 43;
tar Mary, JAL-2, 10 Jon. 1243,

20, O-IN-E489 (12 Jan. 43), Esrreon %o lbhrsesll, 1653, 13 Jan. 43.
21. =T-6410 (14 Jan. 48), Harmon to lLiarshall, 792, 14 Jan. 43,

22, G-IU-7439 (16 Jan, 43), Harmon to llarshall, 983, 16 Jan. 43;
L IL=-8117 (18 Jan, 43), Harmon to larshall, #2022, 17 Jan., 43.

23. Oneratlonc of the 25th Infontry Division on Guadaleanal, 17 IDeec.
1842.5 Feb, 1943, n.d., in AGD Combabt Analysis sub-section,
5z8.11. 5.

24, Iuid,: Report on Acitivities in South Pocific Aren, ij. Brovm;
C-IT-G210 {14 Jnn. 43), Hormon o Uareasll, 371799, 14 Jan, 433
. History of the 423 Bombardcent Squedron (H).

25. Cperations of tho 2bth Infontry Diviscion on Gundasleansl, 17 Tec.
1842-5 Feb, 1v43, n.d.
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26. Ilold,; G-10-6410 (12 Jaxn. 43), hdmon to llarsnall, A759,
14 Jan. 43; G-IN-7439 (16 Jan. 43), Harnon to Marshall, 958,
158 Jan. 43.

27. The barges were rode of pos drume normally driwven by outboeard
rotors, bub one was aptly memed the “Pusha-linru.® ITueld,: Report
on Activities in Soubh Pucific fArea, lI). Srown.

28. Var Disry, 1AV-2, 17 Jan. 1943; Renort on Activities in South
Paeifie Area, laj. 3rown.

22, Onerations of the 25th Infantry Division on Guadaleanzl, 17 Dec.
1942-5 Feb., 1843, n.d, Genercl Horron reported capiure of
Pokuzbona as of 24 January., O.I-IN-11714 (85 Jan, 43), Eoraon to
Uarchall, ‘L5843, 25 Jen, 43.

2. Ibid,

31. FO 2, Ha. ALV Corns, in G-3 Jouranal, Arerical Division, 25 Jon.
1943, in AGD Oombat Annlysis sub-section, 39 Amer, 33.1.

32, larrative of Operations, Averical IDivision at Guoadelcansl, 28 lay
19433 Cperations of the 25th Imfentry Division on Guadaleonal,
17 Dec. 1842-5 Fcb. 1943,

33, Iarrative of Oporatlons, Arverical Divisgion, 23 !y 1943; COlwIl-435
{1 Feb., 43), Harzon to Iarshnll, 3293, 1 Feb, 43; C-Ih-4845
(10 Teh, 45) Heprmsn to lonrshall, 3881, ¢ Feb, 3.

&4, PIpe Arny in the Ssuth Prcifie,! Gen. Hornong 'nrrative of Opera-
tions, Amerleal Division at Guadsleonnl, 28 lay 1943,

35, Oil-I-4845 (10 Fev. 43), Hormon to lorshall, 3881, ¥ Feb, 43.

€6, OUHALRLOPLU intellipence Bulletin, 23 Jov, 1942, in USHS Hiat.
Div. files, §9-1-1242; Cl-I11-12527 (2% Lov., 42), Harcon 4o
Uarenall, 1569, 29 lov. 472,

37, CU-II-9735 (1v Teb. 43), COGL.LUrAC to Strong, =370, 16 Feb,
43.

$8., Hg. let Harine Division, Taily Intellisence Summaries, 7 Sov.-
7 Dec. 1242, in AGD Oonoat Analysis sub-geebion, 501-20,.1:
II-IN-BLGL (8 Dee. 42), Eaoroon b6 llarshall, unnwsbered, 7 Dee. 42,

39, Periodic Intelligence Ecmort, Jeint Hg. 5th and 11tk Bomvardzent
Grouwns, 1-31 Tec. 1242, in AFAYR, Off, Serv. Iiv,, II-B®, B, IV.

40, Hg. lat lIorine Pivigioxn, Daily Intellizence Sunaries, 7 Mov.-
7 Doc. 1942 G =IL=-4035 (10 Leoe. 42), Hermon to Iarskall, 4770,
8 Dec, 42. AR T
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Higbory of the 11lth Ponbarduent Group (), Iuring Deceumver,
B.1?7 operalions agninst encmy air ingstallations vere as follows:

f‘s"r[r" ” 1;‘} !
(:1 Hyband s L PRI 231

Target Lo, of
wligslons Bomvs dropped Aver. alb.
lnds 1R 1274 = 1C0:7 10,178
126 »  BOOw
16 x 1CO0¥

4 denel, clusters

Eahill Fleld ond 24-

Jecent Inastallotlionn 10 118 x 100 §,400
16 x 500
3?7 x Incend,
20 x Denmol.

Bulea Filold 3 £0 x 1005 7,500
20 = Denol.,

Rekato 1 20 x Demol. 6,035

S$nortland-2allele-

Taisi area 1 20 x Denol. 6,500

Eabaul Vnarts 1 8 x 530

Vunakonana B x EQO#

Lazmmal 8 x BOO#

Periodic Intolligence Rernort by S5-2 of Joint Ea. 5th and 1lth
Bozbardnent Groups (H), 131 Dee, 1942,

Cl-1.7-5462 (13 Dec., 42), Hormon 0 I'oreshall, 1822, 11 Dec. 42.
History of the 98th Roubardaent Squadron ().

-3 Journal Fils, americol Division, 17-2¢ Dec, 1942,

Lir,, Gen. Harmon to (en. Arnold, 16 Dec, 1942,

0l -IN-11511 (27 Tec. 42), Harmon to lnrehall, =435, 25 Dee. 43,
Pilots of thens two uera i), Valssr Y. Lueas in "Prphoon
UeGoon™ and Capt. V. !, Orane in "Goonle,! both of the w8th
Sowzdron. EHistory o:‘:‘ the 98th Romvordment Squodron (H)., IThis
atriko vas onder the operatiomal control of the sanisr naval
evintor on Gusdalemmal, (=3 Journal File, Arerienl Divieinnm,
17-24 Dec. 1942, ILucos vas subsequently lost inm o B39 nisgion
ovor Rokyo.

Eistory of the 26th Bombardment Scundron (H)y Gl-IN-1137 (3 Jan.
43), Haricon %o larshall, 5£01, 3 Jnu., 433 1tr., Gen. Harmon Ho
Gen. Arnold, 31 Dec,. 1943, in AAG 312.1-)\, Operctions Letters,
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Chege planes left on 29 Tecenber. G-3 Journal Tlle, smerical

Tivision, 24-30 Teec, 1948. Thalg plan to send the bombers to
Vorendy was inisicied by Admirel Fitch's stalf,

g Te

48, Periodiec Intsllicence Renort, Joint Hq. Sth ond 11th Bombarduzent
Grows (H), 1-31 Dec, 1842,

49, Intelligonce Summnry, Joint Hq., Sth and 11th Bonbardment Growms
(H}.

0, &-35 Journsl Pile, Anerle-l Divieion, 17-24 Dee, 1242, in 4AGO
Conbat Annlysls sub-section, 30 Amer., 33.1.

Bl., (iUl-IN-1105G7 {26 Dee. 42), Earmon to IMarsholl, <77, 25 Dee. 42
G-3 Journnl File, Anaricol Division, ?rl- 20 Dec. 1942, Adniral
Balsoer's congratulations to the "lunds [Muwlcrs? vere as follows:
"Flease skole the hopd of each ong of the llunda !nulers for ne.
want do yom feed those boys and com you send ug o counle of hkege
of it," Ulawnl Commmicsztion frorx CUUIB0PAC to SLUAT Caetbus,

25 Dae. 1942, in Gw3 Journnal File, Anerienl Division, 29-3) Dec.
19432; interviey vita lzj. Johm E. llarguart, 27 Aoril 1245,

52, G-3 Journal Flle, Americnl Division, 17-24 Dec. 13943,

E3. History of the 339%h Fishter Sguadron, Aectivtion to 3L Tee.
1943: interviewv with 24 Lt. J. A. Iynch, 12 Feb, 1943, Iieutenant
Iynek was on Gundalcanzl from 1 December 1942 to 23 Jnnuary 1943
&g o member of the 68th Fighter Sgundron. G-3 Journael File,
Americal Division, 17-24 Tes. 19423 Swogeial A-2 Penort to €& VII
Fighter Command, by O=ni. Charles V., Hedges, 25 Jan, 1943, in
Gombat and ldscion Eenorie, 1Sth Fishter Grouo, 44th Fighter
Squadron, in AFIEL files,

54, (-3 Journal File, lmeric -l Divislon, 17-24 Dee, 1943s 1lir.,
Gol. UemBirorta Goss, DS/S 7th Air Force to Gen. JArnold, 10 Jon.
1243, in AMG 400, ldsc,, Insh Indies,

556, ilems for Gen. Strobtemeyer oy Gen. Szville, Direcior of Alr
Defense, 5 Teb. 1943, in AAG, 400, ilisce., ot Indiesn.

£6, Ibid., In early Februwury there were 19 P-70's in Hawail. The
Arny's mooile GOL unit {SCR-827) would not be ready wuntil Iy
1243, sccoriding to Pebrusry estinntes., loid,

57. History of Delachment PBM Ulohit Pighter Squadron, 18 Feb,-30 Sen.
1943, The lost pilot wns 1st Lt. John I, lleyer, vith Sz, CGeorge
D, Pratt as his crew,

58. Speeial A-2 Renort to G VIL Figater Corrnnd, by Oant. Hedges,
235 Jon., 1943; meno for Gen. Stratexeyer by Gex., Saville, B Feb,
1243,
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B9. Higtory of the 339th Fighter Squadron (T3); G-2 Perlodic Fevort

,1"2, Hq_. US:LEL@A, 2‘1—31 Juno lg%.

. 60, G-3 Journal File, Amorieszl Division, 30 Dee, 1942-6 Jon. 1943,

61, Ltr,, Gen. Harson to Gen. Arnold, 31 Dee, 1942 (P.S. dated 2 Jan.
1943), in AAG 312.1-A, Opsrntions Tetters.

62. [ILbid.

63. Shecial A~2 Reword to GG VII Fighter Command, by Copt, Eedges,
26 Jan. 1943,

¢4. Lbtr,, Gen. Earcon to CGen. Arnoid, 31 Dee. 1942,

65. AAT bplones available on 2 Jonuary werop 7 P-38's, 12 P-3%'s,
1 F-400, 3 2~-17's, B P-40's, 2 B-2B's, 9 B-25's, -3 Journ=l
File, Americal Division, 30 Dee, 1942-8 Jan. 1943; Naval
Commmmieation in G-3 Journzl, Americal Division, 30 Dee. 1942-
5 Jan. 1943, B-25's hod hit Buin on 18 Hovexmber, bub thereaftor
alnost theoir entire offort was confined to the (entral Solorons.

66. Litr., Gen. Harmon to CGen. Arnold, 16 Dee. 1942, in AAG 312.1-A.
These wore 3-26's of the GIth Bonvardment Sousdron (M), Arriving
on Guodaleanal early on the afbernoon of 31 Deceroer, the squadron
vas sent un to llnda within 2 hours after londing., History of
the 69th Bomberduent Squadron (1) from Jan, 1942-1 July 1943,

§7. Tovel Coamunlcotion in -3 Journcl, Anericenl Division, 30 Deec.
1942"6 Ja.n» 194:3.

68. G-3 Jourasl File, Amsriend Divieion, 3D Dee, 1942-6 Jon, 1943,

68, (=2 Perlofdie Egnort 71 and 2, Hq. USAFISPA, 17-24 Jan. 1943,
snd 24-3l Jan, 1943, in A-2 Lib., USAFISPA Intolligence Sumzories:
(-11-10871 (24 Jan. 43), Earmon to Marshell, #8540, 83 Jan. 43,
Hstlanted eneny air etrength by the end of Januory was as follows:

Ve v3 B P Other Total

Bouzsinvill e~
Buin~Faisi 10 €0 6 24 4 74
How Goorgin a4 8 - = = 28
Totnl 24 38 6 2 4 96

70, G-2 Periodic Report 71, 17-24 Jan. 1943, Avvarently the Jap was
well informed as to movements of personnel; on $his nigat Halser
. ond stoff members were vieiting Buwiritu. Vhen the party flew to
fuzdalonnnl the next day, Henderson recsived its heaviest aight
attacke in weeks. Ibid.
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71. liemo for Gen, Hamley by Gen. Foruonm, & Dec. 1942, in AAG 312.1-A.

. 72, Ipid. One squadron (724) of the 5th Grouwp had besn in combat
ginece Scptember, Tccr of o defirite nurber of econbat missions
for {lying personnel was regarded by fllght surgeons as having
o very serious offcet umsn morale. Freose ZReport,

73, "Revort on Solomon Island Towr of Duby," Capt. E. ©. Heller, 10,
28 vy 1948; Trees: Revort.

4, Imr.5 Gen. Hoywon to Gen. Arnold, 31 Dec. 1942 (P,3, dated 2 Jan.
1245).

75, llemo for Geon. Shrateomeyer by Gen. Arnold, "Relief of alr and ground
personnel in the South Pacific Avea,! 21 Dec, 1943, in Alr AG
320.2, South Pocific.

76. QI-0UZ-7252 (2L Dec. 42), AFRDB to Harmon, w2482, 20 Dec, 42;
0-I4-2970 (7 Jan. 43), Barmon %o .rnold, #1217, 7 Jan. 43, In
a suosequent repord, Colonel Freese, Alr Force Surgeon, sbtated:
It ig the counsidered opinion of the undersisned that the short-
sighted molicy of repeatedly slasuing reqacsts for replaceuents
and connbantly folling to fulfill commdttments to this theater
hns eoat the coabat flying carecrg of the major wortion of the
11th Boopardnent Group (H#).% Freese Report.

. Ltr., Cen, Horwmon to Gen. Arnold, 17 Dee, 19242, in Alr AGQ 320.2,
South Pacifle; Cil-0UZ-7252 (21 Tee, 42), AFELR 4o Harmon, w2482,
20 Dec. 43.

78, '"Grouwth of Heavy and ledium Zonbardment Unibtec in the Seventh Alr
Force, 7 Decorber 1941-Z1 Ausuet 1944,% in AFIHI files.

79. Ibld,
80. Ioid.

81, Ibigd.; CM-IN-2338 (6 Feb. 43), Eauons to WD CSA, 927, 6 Feb., 43;
¢ '-I7-3383 (B Teb. 43), Zwmons to WD and CG S0PAC, 4841, 7 Febh.
43; OU-IT-4280 (9 Fed, 43}, Eurons o VWD CSA, 964, 8 Feb, 43;
S-IN-5512 (11 Feb, 43), Zmwons to UD 084, 1025, 10 Peb. 43.
Tne firet units of the 124tk Squadron reanched Hgpiritu on 8
Tolraary, bthose of the 370th on 12 Februnry, while the Headw
ounrters Sgundron of the 807th cwmse in om the 18th., History of
the 224th Borbardment Sguedron (E), Actlvation to 3L Dec. 1943;
Ireosa Reonort.

. 82, Higtory of the 11th Bombordment Growe (R). Tho Poll sciled on
22 tarch with 43 officers, 6 wirrant offlcers, anmd 1,034 enlisted
zen. Of these, 8 officers and snproximatelyr €00 enlisted men
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eventunlly reburned from furlovgh =xnd elected to rouain with the

group. The remcinder, having apnlied for reassignment, returned
. to the States. History of the 1lth Bombordment Grows ().

83, 1Imel. .3 {History of the 98th Bombardzent Samadron (4)), W0 A2,
2¢ Jan. 1943, Eecause of the jJoint operabions with the 5th
Grouwo, it is imossitle to dotermine acourately the damage done
to the onemy by the 1lth Group. The combined score of enemy
eireraft destroyoed end demaged is os follows: Augast, 22-15;
Septenber, 59-13: Ooboher, 5/'»..'13; Tovexber, 29-7; December, 11-5:
Joanaary, Sed; FCDI’&I&I‘} 10, number damaged not reporied.

1 -IN-13623 ( 26 Teb, 43), Harcon o Awivl, L5167, 25 Feb, 43.
Sec Appendiz I for score va. shioping,

84. llems for GG AAT by Gen. Hamdy, AC/S, OFD, UWirnmy airernft in the
South Pacifie,! 31 Dec. 1943, in 4¥IHI files. Tae basie agreerent
had been reached on 28 Cclobsr 1942,

85, ILtr., Gen, arnold to Gen. Fnrmon, 7 Dee. 1943, The Coacdtment
chart of emrly Decexber for Ilew Caledonin, Fiji, Efate, Solasaona,
Ideni, Espiritu Sonto follovs:

Unite Unit Strength A/C for Depot  Total A/C
& Reody Reserve in Theater

1 Jan, 1943 2 E/B Goe. 72 18 90
{6 sus.)

1 /B Qo. 57 13 70

2 Fir. Gps. 180 75 206

1 April 1843 2 E/B Cos. 73 13 90

1 /B Go. 64 16 80

3 Fir. Gps.* 200 100 300

# One odditional squadron of fighters at Tongatabu to be monned by
I02AY, Jpid. As the result of a J03 agreeuent wlih tae Iavy
on 10 Iloveubor, aireraft in the category of "Depot and Ready
Fegorve! wore eliminated.

Heuo for CG ALF by Gen. Homdy, AC/S, OFD, "Army sireraft in the
Soubh Pacific,® 31 Iec. 1942,

86. f%he lag in shlpnent is illustrated oy tho following icble:

Yype Conaitted Dy JOB In Taenter, 30 Dee. For cont
Bommlete
H/B 70 47 61,5
. /B 52 23 42,4
Fightors 1ED 1E8 1058
Thid,
IR T ¢'s W7
1'5 N ' A 4 Jh ' ) ’- ).— ’l ~
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Ltr,, Gon. Hormon to Gen. Arnold,

31 Dec., 1942 (P.5. dnted 2 Jan.

1943).

Incl. (BER, Gen, Arnold to Gen. Andersom, 7 Dee. 1943), ezble msg.,
COIB0FAC o CQLUCRAC, #0 46459 IICE 4118, 6 Tec. 19472, in AFARD,

Cff, Serv. Div., WP-LT-E-23, South Pacifiec, Bk, II.

k&R, Gen, Arnold to Gen. Anderson, 7 Deec. 1948, in ibid.

Gomment 2 (PLE, Gen. Arrold to Cen, Anderson, 7 Pec. 1942),
Gen. Anderson to CGon. Arnold, 9 dan. 1945, in lpld.

The complete ectimate cppears in the folloving table (os of
29 Dec.)t

E/B
120

43
168

3% Pzelfic
S0PAC

/s

Oosn, Trans,

Totul

93
<.

119

L&D/E VP Ehoto

35

e
———

35

351

B2 £

533

1l 9

19

-3

83

7L

672

L. S8 7 &2

9E9

Batimnted prepondercnee was: bombarduzent, & do

b3,

others, 5 to 1.
Toid.
Boanbordment

rlgators
Others

Commens #2 (RER,
Gen. Anderson o

Memo for CGfAS by

Toid,

Jancnese
46
S04
38
268

3; fighter, 2 to 1;

The figures covered the perlod 1 Feb., 1942 to 27 Dec. 1942:

USAAY

20

67

23 {inel. ell aireweft
160 reported nissing)

G-n, Arnold to Gen. Anderson, 7 Dec. 1243),
Gon, Arnold, 9 Jon, 1943,

Col, Eobert .

dnrper, 14 Jon. 19445, in LFAZP,

0ff. Serv. Div., WoP=-IT-E-Z3, South Peecifle, Zx. II,

Hizt, of the 69th Zombordment Squadren (1), Jon. 1942-1 July
1943 CI-0UD-7762 (AL Teb. 43), llorskall o Harson, -fBane 3303,
20 Teb, 43; Commont 2 (B3E, Adr AG to AG/AS, A-3, 20 Feb, 1943),
40/A8, A=3 o Alr AG, 22 Feb., 1943, in lev Caledonia ccble
pescefen, fev, 1943; ltr., AG to CG SUPA ond SOUPAC, 26 Feb.

1943, AG 320.2 (

2.93-43) OB-I-AFIPU.I, in AAG 312,17, AGO

Lotters,

Ag of 20 Februnry the status of nmediun borbers for

the South Freifie was: 6 B-2b6's left Howell on 18 Februory, 1
imE ot Hlekom and 1 wes en roube o Hiclonm on 19 February; § were

&b Enilton on the 20%h, 18 more were ab Socramento schefuled to
elear for Homilion by 25 February. Two rore were en roube to

T -
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Harilion, estimated to donart by the end of the nonth, and 16
additionnl onees vere earnnrkzed for delivery in llarch. The flight
cchelon of the ?Hth Squodron woas ordered to Sceravento to £ly
out 10 B-25's under ATC comtrol, ClI-OUT-7752 (2L Ieb, 43),
Varchall, to Hrnrzon, ,Rone 3393, 20 Feb, 43,

The 105 offleers and EG8 enlistcd ren of these units debaried on
16 April 1943, History of the 424 Bombardment Growm (1) Bictory
of the 320th Boumbardment Squodroen (lI), lnrch-June 1945,

Ltr., Gen. Arnold to (en. Eenney, 8 Oct. 1942, in AAG 3132.1-4,
Cperations ILettors; CN-IN-3892 (9 Jan, 43), Hormon to Arnold,
A04, G Jan. £3.

CI0UT-56239 (15 Jan. 43), Stratemcyer to Harmon, Bane 2841,

1& Jan, 43 C-0UT-Z47) (10 Jan. 43), LFEC! to Harmon, ,Fone
27€8, 9 Jon., 48; CL0UT.4333 (13 Jan, 43), S5EO Yo Farmon,
+Prne 2€09, 12 Jon. 43, Generzl Eormor alrecdy hod 7 B-2E'e in
Tovcober but lacked ereuvs for tkexn; also, they counld not be gent
for somec time, OU-IN-8764 (21 Hov. 42), U0 £ Island Air Command
to ASFIP, I 611, 20 Nov. 42; ([1-0UT-6125 (13 Dee. 42), AFPIP
to CG USAY, lceal, 38433, 17 Dee. 42; (-0UGI-7008 (22 Tov. 42),
AFEIP to CG USAF, leeal, #2127, 21 ov. 42.

1 =00I-2720 (8 Jan. 43), Arrold to Eermon, Rane 2735, 8 Jan. 43.
Q-IN-8€32 (19 Jan. 43), Harmon to Arnold, #2183, 19 Jan. 43
(100263983 (20 Jon, 43), AFRL3 to Hnrmon, Rene 2911, 20 Jan., 43;
C11-0U2.-9561 (28 Jan, 43), ATPIP to OG SPA, . FHene 3010, £7 Jon. 45.
Wlarrative of Tvents Southwest Poelflc Aren,® Cant, Rldgway E.
Brothers, 1€, 24 Moy 1943, in AAC,Bulk files, Alr Surgeon
Iaterial; Freese RBeport.

Cl-CUZ-3187 (10 Feb, 43), AFBOM to Harmon, sgd. Stratemeyer,
+Fone 3193, 8 Feb, 43,

Ltr., Gen. Hanley, DG/AS to Cen. Harmon, 18 Feb, 1943, in Adr AG
320.2, South Pacific.

117645 (15 Feb, 43}, Hzrmon to Arnold, #4432, 15 Feb. 43,
Cl..007-6135 (18 Feb, 43), larchall to Harcon, sReme 3525, 16 Feh,
43, ZIorliest devorture date of the llarch prodazction units was
£0 llarch.

Q-I17-10407 (23 Jen. 43), Earzon to Arnold, #2409, 22 Jan. 43;

. C-OUL-8E39 {26 Jan., 43), AFRIB to Harmon, ,Dnne 2952, 24 Jen.
43. ‘Toe 69th Squadron (I) had first besun pructice in low
altltude mostheozd bonbing on 25 Tovember 1842, It was on this
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dany thaot the unit received a plen to drop mapmetic mines in
Shortland Hartor on o non-stop retvrn trip, cpparently frox
CAGTUS. In the words of the squadron's personncl, "Fortunately

. nothing ever cane of 14." Historyr of the 69th Bombardnent
Squadron {lI), Jenusry 19845-1 July 19483,

108.  Cl-OUT.4474 (13 Feb., 43), AFEDB to GG SPA, B, mep., ,Rane 3284,
13 Pob, 43: C-I1T-12990 (25 Feb, 43), Farmon to Stratenoyver,
=E090, 25 Feb, 43.
109, QU-IT-v€37 (15 Yeb, 43), Harmon to Strateneyer, #4453, 15 Feb.
43,

110, History of the 69th Bombordment Squadron (M), Jonusnry 1942-1 July
1943,

111, Ibid, Sixiler conditions were revorbed by other units. Interviev
vith Lt. Col, ifarce lnifaker, by oubhor, 20 June 1844. Colonel
WhiteXker commandcd the 723 Bombardment Scuzdron (H) £ the 5th
Grow, linleoric was o more sorious opponent then the Jap., 3By
Inreh 1943, 72 flying doye per 100 offflicers were lost beeause of
this discome. "Fewort of Inspection of the lledieczl Aetivities
of the Tairteenth Air Force,! Col, @eorge ¥, Baler, III, 10,

n.d., in AAG, Zulk files, Alr Surgeon mateorisl. Sec Apvendixz 4
for chart of flying days lost by 2ir persennel,

112, IbLid,; Eiebory of the 67th Fighier Squadron.

113, Lir,, Gen. Stratemeyer to Gen, Hermon, 6 Feb. 1943, in Lir AC
322.2, South FPemeifie.

114, Genorcl Harmon folt thet he could corry on with a 15 per cent
monthly replacement for hig figbters. Memo for Gen. Hanley Ty
Gen. Harron, 8 Tec, 1942, in AAG 312.1-A4.

115. Comment 53 (F&R, LO/45 to AFRLG, 24 Dec, 1942), AFEDS to AFDAS,
11 Jan. 19243, in APVAZ?, O0f£f, Serv., Div,, WP-IV-H.D3, South
Prneifie, Blz. II.

116, Ivld.; ltr., Gen. Stratemeyer o Cen. Harron, 6 Feb, 1843, in
Alr AG 320.2, South Pnclfic, EFeplzcement for ground echelons
were to be ab a monthly robte of 1,5 wer cent of the T/0, Ibid,
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1. CM-IN-0918 (10 7eb. 4%}, Hrrmon to llprshell, G222, 10 Feb, 43
G=3 Journsl, Americsl Divislon, €-14 Feb, 19.«13, Yrxretive of
. Orerrtions, Americel Divicion at Guaaalcaml 29 May 1943, in A3O
Corbat Avalygis sub-section, 30 lmer, 11.4; Crerations of the Z5th
Infontry Division on Guedoleansl, 17 Dee. 194«:»5 Feb, 1943, n.,d,,
ibid,, 325-11.5, Ameriecl rn“orts indlerte thot the meeting
cccurraed ot 1600; the o5th Dlvielen statees 1400,

2., Jopenese Zvecuntion of Guadelcansl, 29 Jen,~8 Peb, 1943, ONT Combet
Izarr:atives, 49, Dventy D2¥s mede the ran on 1 }ee'bru.m, 20 more
on 4 Febrasry, =nd 19 zgein on 7 February,

3, Ibid,, 47-50,

4, "The Arry in tke South Pscific," Gen, Harmon; "Report of Gccuvstion
of the Ruseell Ielr -nds, " br laj, Gen, Jokn H. Eester, £ June 1943,
in 42 Iib,, Briticsh E'"nire.

5, Ibid, Chis field wes built by the 331 Sesztee Battelion, assisbed
by sveelnlized mersonnel of the 11&th Zngineer Pattallon, Irior
to thils invasicn, notives hed reworted the couplete evocustion of
some 00 Jevanese troows from the iclande, G-2 Periodic Revort #5,
o, USAFISPA, 13-20 Feb, 1943, in 4-2 Lib,, Fifth &ir Force In-
telligence Sumperies,

6. Ibid.

7. "Development of Jen Fields in Scolomonms Area, Dee, 15, 184Z to
Feb, la 1043,% cited in Alr Combat Intellisence, U, S, Pacific
Fleet, SO‘DM‘FO‘I 21~27 Feb, 1¢43, in ARAZF, Off, Serv, Div,, I3,
Bk, V

8., ibld, See Anrendix Yo, B for ronse of enemy medium bombere.

9. By 20 February at lesst 70 fichters were o Zehili ~nd Brllale bo
vrotect the chivping in the Shorilend eves, (-2 FPeriodic Revord
#B6, Ho. USAFISEL, 1%-20 Feb, 1943, Generel Harmon renorted 82
i‘:l.ghterc- on Fuks, Tahild, Eallale, rnd Munde ag of 21 February,
Cil=13-12024 {56 Feb, 4'3), Harmon to Harshell #4595, 24 Feb, 43,
See fovendix 6 for erctimste of enemy 2ir strenzth in the Solormoms
ares,

10,  Wer Diery, =2, 12 Feb, 184G,

11, History of tke 424th Bombardnent Scusdron (H), setivetion to 30
. June 1943, fGbis cqurdron of the 307tk Growr wes based ab Sepiritu
Santo, baving left Cahu on 6 February, Anparently the otber three
were from the 370th Bomberdrent Sausdron (H),

JD , """"‘!‘. i
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13.

14,

15.

16.

i7.
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19,

2l.

22.
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Ibid, Colonel Bverest, vho had revlaced Colorel Szunders as
corrender of the 5th and 1lth Groums, led $his mission in the
abeence of Jol, Villiam 4. latheny, comuending officcr of the
307th Grouwo (H). Suppleuent to Anmnex 8, G-2 Eevord 35, Hg.
USAFLIEZSL, 20 Feb, 1943, in A-2 Lib., Fifth ilr Force Intelligence
Swararica,

Cil-IN-£075 (16 Feb, 43), Hormon to llarshall, 24437, 16 Feb, 43,

Higstory of the 339th Fighter Squadron (ZE), Four sunners of this
st B-24 parachubed oul vhen the wing cought fire. Tne rmaining
crew nemvers mzde the londing and & wedis later Tive survivors
ineluding the pilet reached Goodalcanal. Thoy had moved down the
north const of Choigeul by rubber bout, then crorsed to Santa
Icavel, vhere friendly natives notified the coart watcker. Ibid,
Suonlenent to Amnex 6, Perliodle Renort /5, Ha. USAFISPA, 20 Fen.
1243, in A-2 Iib., Fifth Alr Force Intelligence Summd.ries.

Ibid.

C-IN-E075 (16 Feb. 43), Formon o llarshall, 4437, 16 Feb. 43
"Guedoleanal Bscorted ldscions during Decembor, 1242 and Jonuusr:,
1243 throuwsh Fevrwmery 24, 1943,0 in A-2 Lib,, T1fth Alr Torce
Ivaluntion Reports. Total loss on this rigeion wos 3 B-Z24'g
(0.}, @ P-40's (50%:), 4 B=33's (1C0)). Hnrmon's Teport oddly
dates tois nlssion as of 14 Februoxy.

Ibid, Var Dizry, UA-2, 14 Feb., 1943; History of the 3302tk
Fighter Squadron (ZS), Cne of the P-38 pilots, Li, John R.
Imlveyr, wos rescucd the Tollovins day.

Ver Diary, HAW-2, 14 Feb, 1843; inel, (lor Diory, HiG-12), "Becord
of Zvents, Figater Commond, Gucdeleanal, February 1, 1943 to
July 25, 1845,9 in US!I0 Hist., Div. files.

Air Combat Intelligence, U, B, Pacific Fleet, SOPAUFOR, lntelligence
Divy,, Reportd for vesl: 21-57 Fod, 1943,

wuenty-two planes wsre combnt losses, 8 opcerational; 11 of the
rescued pllots wore AAF, © Uavy, 3 USID, Inel. (-.ar Tiary, MiG-12),
"Record of Dwents, Zlgater Comzand, Gupdaleonal, February 1, 1943
to July 25, 1943.% See mpendiz 7 for breaizdown of losses.

Ol-In-8494 (17 Fob, 43), Hermon to lnrekall, - 4808, 17 Feb. 43,

wer Dlary, (4W-2, 26 Dec. 1942, OCeneral lnlechy replaced Srig,
Gon, I. E. Voods, who had commonded tho 1lst larine Aireraft Ving
since early lovenher,
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31.
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Incl, (Var Diaxy, !AG-12), "Record of Ivente, Fighter Commond,
Guadoleonal, February 1, 1943 o July 25, 1243." In Februsry the
delly averaze of flghter airernft in commission was 108; of pilots,
100. fThose figures include gll cervices and tynes. Ibid. See
Avoendix 8 for ovailabiliiy of figater plancs on Guodaleosngl,

Pob, 1943,

Vor Dlary, lHAW-2, 16 Feb, 1943,

AL the time of nctivation of COMATESOLS, co.positlion of the air
comzend was as follovs:

AATY 13th, 44th, 67¢th, 6Gth, 70%h, and 388th Fighter Scumdrons
(Detacknments); 6th and 1lth Bombarducnt Groups (H) (Detachments);
69th Bombardinent Squadron; detzchments of 307th Boms, Growo (H),
17th Fhoto Een. Sguadron.

H. 8 lowy Sdention: Forwerd Eghelon (Hg.); 23 Inmrine Adrerafl
wings; Jeadquarbers Squadron~l4; Scrvice Sgqundron-14; ViiS3.131,
VilSa.144, ViiS3-234, ViF-123, VS 4D-14, VO3 Recornaissonce 3
(EJZA%); vE-72, Potrom 12 and 6L, VIB-11, 12, aund 16. Mar Dicry,
IGie2, 17 Feb. 1943,

teundaleanal Hscorted Zomber Missiono durlng Decenber 1942, and
Jonucry 1943, throush Fobrunry 24, 1943,Y 15 llarch 1943, in AFI.I
Tiles.

Intorview with Inj, Y. D, H., Huttl:, oy cuthor, 15 llay 1944, in

ALY, lajor Eubtis was £-2 of the 18tk Tighter Grown on Guadaleanal.
Ioid,

iigtory of the Unlied Alreraft Amrmnitlon Suwsply System, ' vy

Lt, Qol. Wn. I. Tinslay, 23 Yay 19244, in ATIHI files. Colonel
Tinsley was ordnnnce officer for the ianitinl echelon of the garvise
eonmmd petdvotod to ownply Gundslewsl and fulure advanced boses,
Cn 1 July 1943 ho becmae ordrance officer of the Thirteenth Adr
Force. His excellont report ic the story of a uniane develonient
in inter-sarvice cooperation,

Inid. Colonnl Tlnsler recoived a weelrly strius resort from the
corbined jum, ond o weekly excenditure remort frou ALF, Havy,

and Inriner, Vhen cerbain items vere nceded, each service would
arder a nronsriion:ie share resardless of whose mlanes had exoended
the oomonislon.

Wihe drmy in the Soubth Pecific,/Gen. Harmen, Genoral Eormon has
outlined o nuvaver of the mojor problems affccting vroser employ-

ment of Army Alr Forces in cloge relotlon with Juvy ond lnrine
forecesn.

History of the 11lth Boaberament Groun (H), Zxhibit IV. Losses for

Febraory included 4 nireraftd, 14 officers,
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33, Inld. "ECUM?& G ATION
&, Whe bdrxy in the Bouth Preifice,® Gen. Hurmon.
. 85, YBeport of BSolomon Iglond Tour of Duby,! ok, I. 7. Keller, L0,

28 llny 1943, in ALG, Zult files, Alr Surgeon lateriul; Freese
Eepors, in ilovid.

36, Interview with It, Comdr, Loroy C. Simpler, US., 26 Feb. 1243, in
APAER, Off. Serv. Div., LI-E, Bl V. (ommander Simoler was on
Guodnleanal from 13 Sentenber to 17 Hovembher 1943,

37, Ibia,
38. Inbterviev with Cant, . 3, Gurdner, US., 1% Jan. 1943,

3D. Itr., Brig. Gean. Boy 8. Gelper, CF HAUL) to Comnonder South Pacific
Yorce, 15 Jan., 1243, in AJARP, OFf. Serv, Tiv., WP-IT-H.23,
South Peciile, Bl II,

40, Iir,, Gen. Strntenoyer bo 40 Thirtecnth Alr FPorece, 6 Feb, 1943,
in Air AG 320.2, South Paelfie.
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Becauge the Thirtesnth Alr Force was not activated wntil January
1943, the records of the AAF in the South Pacific in 1942 are widely dis-
persed. Such operational recorfis as wers preserved were sent back to
Headquarters, Saven-th Alr FTorce, and to Headguarters, AAF, where they
were filed with thoso of the Fiith or Seventh Alr Forces, or with hoth,
Becausa the dlstinctlon betwsen the South and Southwest Paclfle Areas
was not always clear to persomnal engaged in the filing operation, much
of the early record has been placed wiih that of the Flfth Alr Force,
Since all. AA™ operations in the Guadalcanal campalgn were under naval
control, certaln records of the period remuin in Navy hands and have
not yet been made avallable at AAF Headguarters. Most useful ir this
respect would be the correspondence between COUAIRSOPAC and the various
AAF alr commandsrs, and a complete file of the COMAIRSOPAC Daily
Intellizence Summary. In the current study the footnstes will indicate
the locatlon of the doouments--memos, interviews, cable messages,
correspondence, and other papers which were wsed. The varlous reposi-
tories are cilted accordlng to the following arrangemnent.

AAF, Uanagement Conitrol, Mall and Records Branch, Glassified Records
Section: cited ag AAG with decinals.

The Adjutant General, Classified Files: cited as AGY with decimals,
Operations Branch, Combat Analysie Flles: clied as Coubatb
Analysis Subsection. Materials in this office contain
divisional operations and intellligence reports, and mlscel~
laneous papers relating to the combat activiiies of the
vorlous ground uwnite of the Army, imncluding some records from
tha Marine Corps.

( ‘f’»i e o
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Secretary of Alr Staff, Classified Filee: cited as Alr AG with
decimals.

AAF Megsnge (enter: Cable and radldo messages used in this study
are in either the AAF Messnge Center or the files of the
Historicel Division, AG/AS, Intelligence. Ko effort was made
to distinguish betwesn the two reposltories and nelther is
cited, although the great majority of the cables ueed are in
the Historleal Division., A small nunber of messages wers found
in other collections and these are appropriately indicated,

Asslistant Chlef of Alr Staff, Operations, Commliments, and Require-
ments, Unlt Records Branch, Thiriteenth Alr Force Files.

Ansistont Chief of Alr Staff, Intellizence.
Historicsl Division (AFIHI filsg): Basic unit histories in this
collectlon are clied by title ouly, whereas thoses monthly or
quarterly historles submitied subsequent to the baslc history
are indicated with thelr spprovriaite dates. Miscellaneous
memos, lebters, and nlanning papers concerning the South
Paclfic are filed in the Thirteenth Air Force section of AFIHI,

Collection Division, Receptlon Branch (Intelligence Library:
cited 28 A~2 Iib,). In the A-2 Iibrary many of the early reports
from the South Pacific are to be found in the records of the
Fifth and Seventh ALly Forces, and wlth thosze of the British
Dwire, Solomon Islands. AlLl interviews not otherwlse indicated
aro found in the A-2 Library.

Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Plans,
Office Services Dlvislon: This gfflce employs its own filing
systen and dosuments found here are indicated accordlng to the
mothod currently used. Most useful for this study were the
papers in I1-E, Xvaluatior of Intelligence; WP-IV-H-23, South
Pacliflic; and WP-IV-H.7, New Caledonia,

U. 5. Marlne Corps, Historlcal Division Files.
Througk the courtesy of the Chief, Bistorlcsl Divieion, USIC,
operational records of the Marine Corps were made avallable
for preporation of this study. Since AAFT fighter units on
Guadalcanal operated directly under Marine control, the War
Dlarles and Intelligence Journals of the Marine alrcrafi wings,
groups, snd squadrons furnish the most complete and accurate
gource for fighter and light bomber operations on Gusdalcanal
during the early period of the cammalgn.

Office of Taval Intelllgence, Publications Brauch, Combat Harratives.
In the sories of studies on naval operations in the South and
Southwest Pacific, the HNsvy's combat narratives were nzeful.
However, they must be trested as "first narratlves" rather than
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as finighed and completely sceurate histories. They are more
reliable for their accounts of shin actlons than for siatis-
tics relating to alr or ground owerntions, Tho following in
the series devoted to the Solomons Campalgn ware used in
preparing this study: "3attle of Cape Zgoerance, 11 Ocbober
1942%; "Battle of Santa Oruz Islands, 36 October 1942%; "Batile
of Guadaleanal, 11-15 Novenber 1342.1

Printed Books:
Foster Ealley, Pacifie Battle ILine, Wew York, 1944,
It, (Jeg) Willlan Bradford Hule, USNE, Can Do, The Story of the
Seabess, New Yorlk, 1944,
Capt. Herbert L. HNerillat, USHMOR, The Igland, NWew Yoriz, 1944.
Ira Wolfert, Babile for the Solomons, MNew York, 1843,

The volumes were useful in providing general deserintivae material
for the activity in the Solomoma. DBoth Wolfert and Halley were
vrogont on Guadalcanal end observed much of what they describe.
Pending publication of an official history of the First Marine
Division on Guadalcanal, llexdllat's The Island must serve as

a reasonably aeccurate, though by no meang cormlete, account of
this early Marine campaipgn, Its author evidently had access

%o gone of the War Diaries and divislonal reports of the First
Divislon, Less exact and more flarmbouyant ig Hula's lively

tale of the Sezbees, whlch agaln is only an inadegunte substitute
for a genuine higtory of the naval construvction battallons,

whosa activities have been intimately related to AAF cperations
in the Facific. At the present time, nothing beyond this

nmoblle relolions volume has appeared.
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Appendix 1 - Operatlonel Statistics of llth and 5th Bombardmen$
Groups (H}, 31 July to 30 November 1942#

I. Reaulis of Actdon Asalnst Znexy Alrcraft
Total Alrcraft *

Tyne Aug. Sep Oct FHov Contacted Destroyed Damaged
§  Contacted 8 856 69 90 203 - -
Doatroyed <] 13 18 25 - 61 -
Domaged L 4 12 b - - 22
/P Contocted 38 6% 43 55 205 - -
Destroyed 11 1 4 - - 26 -
Damaszed 6 2 2 - - ' - 10
¥/BP Contacted 6 59 4 =25 130 - -
Destroyed 2 14 3 2 - 2l -
Demzged 4 4 3 - - - 1L
S-13 Contacted 14 7 15 6 4z - -
Destroyed 4 1 4 - - 9 -
Damaged 4 3 - 1l - - 8
Me.109 Type - - - 4 4 2 1
Taka 93 - - - 1 1 - -
§-31 - - 6 - 6 - -
TUnknown (by
bonbing) S £ Y iy —2 -2
Totals €10 124 87

Total destroyed and damaged, all $ypes--181.

Explanation of synbols:
¢ gero fighter, land- or earrier-baged and new-type fighter

¥/p Zero flozt plane fighter, sinsle-float monoplane
¥/EP Float biplane, single float (fighters and recomnnissance
bombars)
8-43 Serial 43.-four-sngine flying boat {(Japanese flying boat.
' Rawanishi 97's were mebt in this ares.) .

# Exnivit IV, History of the llth Bovbardment Group (H).
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S-31 Serial Bl--two-ongine flying boat (Hiro 9

5=5 Serigl 5--two-sngine heavy bomber (Mitsublsghl 97)

. Nelka 93 Nakajima 97--twin~float monoplane (fighter)

247

Coptact-~any alreraft encountered. All aireraft coniacted were not
engaged.

Desbroyed~-alrcralt seen Ho burn, crash, or break vy in the air.
Alreraft destroyed on ground or walter were verified by
photographs or by saveral combat crews.

Damaged.-~aireraft known to have been hit by machine.gun fire becauss
of smoke from sireraft, pleces of alrerafi falling off, or
maneuvers indicating that the plane was forced down. Seversl
alreraft listed as damaged probably were destroyed.

II. Eombg Dropped

4000 1h. Q0 1b. 200 1b. 100 1k, Incandiary
¥o. Lbs. No, Lbs, Ho. Lhe, Ho. Lbs. Yo, Lba.
14 14,000 285 142,500 348 104,400 1,047 104,700 25 3,500

Total all typee: No. 1,719 « 362,100 1bs,

ITI. Epmbine of Naval Targeis

Beliaved
Ships Bonmbds Average Hi% Damaged by

Iypes Contagta Bombed Dropped Altitwudoe Sunk Domaced Noar Migs Total
3L Jaly to 20 Septenmber 1942
All 155 19 160% 8,200 2 2 5 9

21 September to 31 Qciober 1942

BB* 17 8 62  1%,000 - 1* - 1
CA** 46 g 73 11,000 Ik 2 - 3
cL 104 1 76 7,800 - - - -
D 259 3 28 11,000 - - - -
AV 4 - - - - - - -
AD 3 - - - - - - -
AP or AK 77 12 163 8,600 1 3 3 7
Unkmowa 79 - - - - - - -
SEwx* Lk = = = am - —_
. Totals 800 28 402 10,100 2 6 3 11
(ava. )
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Ships Bombs Average Hit Tamaged by
Iypes  Contacts Bombed Drouped Albtiiude Supk Dateged Near Mliss . Total
. 1-30 Nowember 1942
3B 8 1 23 14,000 - 1x - 1
CA 14 - - - - - - -
D 198 1 33 14,700 - - - -
AV 4 1 30 20,000 - - 1%% 1
AQ B - - - - - - -
AP or AKX 116 10**kk ] p0kkx T3 500 - ek - 6
Unknown &7 - - - - - - -
S8 -k — = = = = - -
Totals 408 13 266 14,100 - 4 1 8
(4vg.)
Recapitulation: 31 July to 30 Fovember

All 1,163 60 828 10,200 4 15 9 28
Remarks:
Perlod &1 July to 20

Septenber
* Of the 160 bombs dropped, 28 were 300-1h, bombg, the remainder
B00~1b, Average aliltude is a close approximation from data
avallable.

Beriod 21 September ko 31 Qctober
* Burned for elght hours and Aiszppeared during darimess. Verifiled

by Marine pilot and land observers.

** Some confusion surrounded the identity of thig sghip, The Hawvy's
PI Unit reported that it was a DD, All crew members in the B-17's
astated that it was a QA, as dld SBD pllots from Guadaleenal, A
coast watchor on Sants Isabel reported that it was a2 batileship.

¥%% Of the 10 submarines coantacted, three were strafed from low
altitude, All are lmown to have been hii, bub no positive evidence
of damege was seen,

Eeriod 1 %o 30 Hovemberx

% Thig battleship had been damaged bDefore it was attacked by B-17's:
however 11 was still wnder way at the time the bombers attacked it.
Two, and probably four, hits were made on it. After further
attacks by planes from Guadsleanal the ship sank during the nlght

. of 13 November.

*% This AV may have besn damaged by near misses, though damage 1s

not apparent in the photographs.
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#*** Of the 180 bombs dropped, 40 were 1,000-pounders and the remainder
were 500-1lb, houdbs,
*%** Cne ghip was beached at the time 1t was bombed. Another ghip
. was demaged aund dead in the water when 1t was bombed.

IV, Afxrcraft Losses
Combat: 6 Aoguste-l: September~--3; Ostober-.l: Novembere-l.

Enemy action: 3 Badly damaged by bombing and naval ganfire whille
on Eenderson Field on 13 October.

Operational: 11 Avgugtewt: September--53 October-~l; Novembere-i.

Unknown: 1 Augﬁst—--l lost, One did not return from search
mlssion. Yo conbtact with plane after iske-off,

Total loatb: a0

V. Combat Crew Losses
Combat: 62 officers and men

¥igaing 1n actlon: 4€ officers and men., One enllsted man
lost during shelling of Henderson Fleld.

Xilled in sctlon: 5 officers and men.
Serlously wounded and evacuated: 1l officers and men,
Operationzl: 25 officers and men
Mipsing: 18 officers and men.
Eilled: 7 officers and men.
Injured and evacuated: & officers and men.
Unknown: 10 officers and men.

fotal lest: 101 officers apnd men .
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Appendix 2 = Persomnel for Geperal Harmon's Command as of 10 October

1942%

Fiii Off W0 E{ Apvroximaste shipment datbe,
late Hovember

29%h Serv Gp Hq & Hg Sq 26 0 13 # 1

40th Serv Sq " 2 28 A i

824 Serv Sg 7 2 213 u "

637th Ord Co 1M Awn q 2 0 46 " #

658% O0rd Co 1iI Awn @ 2 0 45 i f

7024 Ord Co Avn AB 4 1 6o F .0

184%h ¢4 Serv Gp Awn 5 0 76 " i

19324 ¢} Trkz Co 3 0 29 " "

2020 Q@ Txk Co 3 0 99 " i

24 B8ig Co Serv Gp 2 1 70 " "

6724 Sig AN Co 15 5 223 no orders

Tonssreve (Penrhyn)

9th Airwsy Dot 4 0 50 pld-Dctober

891st 3ngr Co Avn 5 0 178 i i

?01st Sin AV Co 9 2 1z ® M

Hew Loledonin

13th Air Depot Gp Ea & Ha Sq 19 150 nid=-October

13th Repair 8q 10 340 " i

13th Supvly So

413th G Flat AD Gp

700th Oré Go 1Tl {Awn) Q@
720th o Flat Zruck Avn (Sep)
6th Serv Gp Hg & Hqo Sq

128 i ft
20 1] it
456 i i
B4 1] ¥
13, late Novenber

38th Serv Sg | 0
Tlst Serv Sq 213 i ]
34th Sig Co Serv Gp 70 u f
7224 Ord Co Avn iB 60 # "
12424 ¢ Co Trlr Awvn 99 '] n
2013th 4l Co Trlc Awn 99 s i
655th Ord Co 342 Avn (Q) 4 0 M

625th Ord Co M 4va (Q)

&73a Sig AV Co

13th Proop Carrier 3o (zround
echelon) 17

905th Zner Hg Uo AF 12

985th Znzr Top Co Awvn 9

mmmm-bmqqgmmmm
MOOCOOMFNMLVOOOOOOO
ey

[
[+

L] no orders

154 late lovenber
213 late Lovenber
176 early lLovember

oo

* Inol, (E:R, Gen. Stratemeyer to 4C/AS, &1, 18 Oct. 1942), unsisned,
. 10 Oct., 1942, in AAG 370.5 S, Tremsfer of Troops; imcl. (8&R, Col.
loore to AFCAS, 22 Ock, 1942),1tr,, Gen, Strotemeyer to Gen. Hermon,
Maibs for the South Pacific,! 23 Oct. 1942, in ibid; Q-0UT-1134 (4 Tov.
1942), AFDAS to Esvmon, 1928, 4 lov, 1942, .
LU ~'E[UTU“'F\L
l ul L..l a i b

. — . 2ED
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Eepiritn Sento off o M

. 8223 Bngr Bn Awmn 3 0 776 mid-Cctober
69th Sig Co Serv Gp 2 1 70 w i
Al
10th Alrveys Det £ 0 50 nid-October
890tk £nzr Co Awn 5 0 178 " "
70234 Sig AV Co (incl. Med, Det,

of 4 HI) 9 2 139 n "

Bfate (liew Hebrides)
828th Engr Bn Awvn 3 0 5 nid=-Ochober

The units for Tongareve, Zepiritu Santo, Altutakl, and Efate
sniled as scheduled in the midéle of October. Those for Fiji eamd
Yew Caledonia left early in Hovember,
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Appendix 3 - Results of Operations by 5th end 1lth Bomberdment Groups
(2) ageinst Enemy Shipving, December 1942 through 28
. February 1945#
Decepher
Yupber of Ships Heor
Iyre Conteets  Ships Bombed Borbg Dropned Directly Hit Misges
BB 2 - [ - -
E3 or CA 2 - 8 x EOCw=1D. - -
GA' 3 L - - -
GL ? - - - -
CA or Gl 7 - - - -
oD 73 - - - -
AV i - - - -
AD 2 2 36 x 1,000=1b. 2 (beached)* -
AP or A% 77 6 32 % 500=11b, 1 ( sunik)%* 2
m 3 Lo L - -
Sloop 1 - - - -
Aux, 4 - - - -
Unclass, 166 1 8 x 500=1b. 1 (beached) -
Totals 376 10 84 4 k%
* verlfied by photosgrephs
*# no photogremhs, but vhen last seen, ship burning and settling
% rosults of mear misses unimown
Japusry
pox: 1 - - - -
EB or CA 1C - - - -
cA 2 2 40 x BOOw1b. - 1
20 x 1,000-1%, -
CL iz - - - -
CA or CL g -~ - - -
CL or 1D 17 - - - -
DD 146 15 40 x 500-1b. - -
72 x B00=1h, -
AQ 1 - - - -
88 4 - - - -
AP 16 2 _500=11, 1l 1
MG X1, 000-1b. 1 1
AF or 40 1 - - - -
s Bxhibit IV, History of the llth Bombardment Groun (H).
o ST IR T R
i “‘*’:15»2“:*\* e (:Qlﬁjjg tz\f [ [IL‘\ L
h ’i‘ 0o, :— . ‘ [ A
3 . iy 1 v
BECUSITY 0T T 08
.
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Tumber of Ships Vear

Dype Contacts Ships Bombed, Bombg Dropwed Direetly Hit lilsses
. ¥ 185 15 2 % 1,000~1b, Unobserved -

2 x 1,000-1b. 1 (sunk)

4 x 1,000-1b, 1 (burning)
4 = 1,000-1b, 2 (burning)
4 x 1,000-1b, 1 (burning)
56 x 1,000-1b, 1 (turning)

=r )

72 © 500-1b,
24 x 500-1b,
Unclass, 20
Eise, smoll
craft 21
Totels 514 4 412 bombs
260,000 1ba, 8 4
Zebruary,
BB 2 [ -~ - -—
GA 3 - ] - -
GII 5 Ld [ - -
AO 2 - - L] -
88 B - - - -
AK 12 3 85 x 500=1b. 8 (on two) 3 (on
one
AP or AX 2 - - - -
Unclasos, 5 - - - -
Hisc, small
crafs 6 - - - -
Totals 91 3 85 = 500-1b. 8 (2 beldeved 3 {prod
sanic) abld
danasgs
to one

COMFIL T TR
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Appendix 4 - Lumber of Tays Lost per 100 Flying 0fficers per month in
. the Guadslecenol Campaign,#
September QOctober November December Japuery Februsry
Tunmber of officers
reperting 269 310 €18 834 645 1076
Younds eud injuries F6.08 9.66 3.52 2,96 27.00 £0435
A1) other causes 12,71 10,23 34,24 19,92 27,15 1.04
Flying fatisue 0.0 2.0 de 0.0 3.0 5,02
Dengue 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 9,0
Dizrrhes) diseases 1.64 3.33 1.44 2.52 3 3.81
Holaris 0.0 1.66 24.80 24,96 B2.60 54,55

# Incl. 72, ("Revort of Insmection of the lledical Astivities of the
. Phirteenth Air Force, " unuated. by Col, George F. Baier, III, ILC.);
"eport on deys lost per ICO flying officer per month, ! in AAG Bulk
files, 4ir Surgeon mejerisl. This report was transmitted on 31 Dec, 1943,

254 .
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Avpendix 5 - Toable of Disbznces in Noaticsl Miles from Ipemy Airfields
in the Solorons to Allied bases in the South Facificy

Guzdslceansl Dgplritu Sante Efate lUew Caledoniz  ILoumea

Yunde 180 740 870 830 1,010
Ballele 285 845 975 835 1,118
Zohill 200 860 900 950 1,130
Buka 400 960 1,020 1,050 2,230

The effective radius of the Japanese Type O1 bomber (Betty) was
estimated to e 1,000 neutical miles on reconnalssance and 750 miles
when corrying torpedoes or hombs,

# "Development of Jap I'ields ir Solomons Ares, Dec, 15, 1942 to Feb, 15,
. 1843, 1 cited in Aly Combat Intelligence, U,S. Pacific Fleet-S0<ACFCR,
21 Feb, through 27 Feb, 1943, in AFLEP, Off, Serv, Div., 1I-53, 3k. V.

055 o '=‘fi‘.5"1'i;-ii,

ST oy e e e e
4 A LI ,
w T L R
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Appendlx 6 » Dstimaie of Enemy and.-'bascd Aircrait Strength in the
Solomon Islsnds Arez as of 20 February 1943¢

Fighters Bombers IY/BP F/F Others Total
Yew Irelani 70 76 8 13 14 181
Few Eritaln
Bougainville- 85 26 8 27 4 150
Buin-Faisi
Hew Georgin 2v 8 - - - LG
Gilterts 24 24 - - - 48
(including
Neuru)

206 134 16 40 18 44

F[BP - float bipleme
F[P - flost plene

# (-2 Pericdic Report #5, Hg. USAFISPA, 13 Feb, to 20 Feb, 1943

)y Ll

'l“ -

‘ llJm%li

256
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Appendix 7 - Combat Stat:.stics of I‘:.uhter Areraft Base& on
Guadalcanzl, February, 1945

Znemy planecs shot dowp by Allied fishbers

PR »ay P..38 P59 P40 P=d0 (EEZAR)
16 Zero 4 Zero 5 Zero 3 Zero 10 Zero 0
—_ — A Betty —L F/BP —
16 4 & 3 11 0
Potals 40

Allied nlape losses from combat missions

Far U P-38 P.20 P40 P40 (RIZAF)
QOper, Comb, Oper. Comb,Oper. Comb. Oper. Comb. Oper. Comb, Oper. Comb,
2 <] 3 2 5 0 2 3 6 none

Potal: 22 in combatb
8 operational (not including tekewoff or lLsanding losses while
on a combat flight)

F/BF - float biplane

# Incl., (Var Meary, MAG-12), "Record of Events, Fighter Comnand,

. Guadalcensl, Tebruary 1, 1942 to July 25, 1943, H
e5Y e _NMOVITINTYTI O
‘“E\_ TRy AV ‘!"""‘i-{-u» hJOl‘tl i' .L-ni N‘Tli”‘t!‘
Dot \‘Q‘ )] A § ‘f ' l
TR o FAYPerS
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Appendix 8 « Avallability of Tighter A.ircra;ft on Guadalcanal during
Februsry 18435

Dotel, E F4F Po38 PR3 Pedg
ivg. afc assigned 108 10 57 13 16 12
&vge afc in commission 6% 7 3 g 11 6
Per cent afc in commisgion 627 Y0 60w @ 70»  69% B0
Avg. no. vilols asslzned 198 16 85 29 €5 33
Avg, no, pilots available 112 15 47 16 21 13

Fer cent vilots available BE% 047 855  B5S  33%F  40%

*

A direct comparison of the percentaze of pilots availebie in ALK, llarine,
and Favy unlte may create sn errvoneous impresslon because of the differcnce
in the method of handling vlanes and personnel, The Navy and llarine Corps
moved their units in & hody, on entire squadron at 2 time, and aircrafs
nornally would tramsfer slong with the persomnel, In contrast, the AAT
noved all or pert of a sunadron, leaving the nlanes behind to be flown
ahead by vilots from other sousndrons,.

# Incl. (Var Diary, MAG-12), "Record of IZvents, Fizhter Command,
Guadaleansl, February 1, 1943 to July 25, 19431
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Appendix 14 ~ Enepy Alrcraft Destroyed and Dameged in the Solomons
Area in December 1943%

Jap tynes
destroyed
by $%.3 $2 $FE EE I/sE 2,96 ¥/B Zotal
Fofwms 20 2 5 9 26
SED 13 1 14
PEO 1 1
P8 5 2 7
P.za 4 3 4 1 12
33:-1.'? i 4 b § 12
TUneertain 3. e
Total 52 9 5 2 16 ) 85

Destroyed ir tke air -« 60; destroyed on the ground - 25,

@2.2 = Zero Type 1 (Mitcubishi 00 "Zeke!')

§7.2 « Zero Type 2 (Mitsubichi 00 Mk. 2 "Harp!)

¢F/P « Float Zeroc fighter (Mitsubishi 00 "Bufe')

F/BP - TFloat biplene

I. 96 ¥f/B = fype 96 medium bomber (Ifitsubishi 96 "MIell?)

FBO0 =~ Iockthead Fudson (EUZAR

# "Enemy Alrcraft Destroyed @nd Dameged in the Solcmons Area by Sopac
Forces for the month of December 19482," South Pacific Force, United
States Pecific Fleet, 0ffice of Neval Air Combat Intelligence, in

\’c 1 - D. - *
USiC Hist. Div, fileg Ff_ T !H
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Arpendlx 15 = Znemy Alrcrafi Destroyed and Damsged in the Solomons
Area in January 1943y

Jap types
destroyed ¢
by ¢ 2.3 85,2 (gndesig.) G.F/P E/BP 2,00 ¥/B 2,99 D/B Total
F4Fud 3 11l 18 1 12 4 49
IBF 1 1
SBD 1 1
Pui8 3 3 : 1 8
P-30 1 2 4 ?
317 6 2 8
P=40 1 2 10 13
Guadaleanal 2A 1 1
Uncertain 9 "
Dotol 13 14 28 7 17 14 4 97
g .1 - Zero Type 1 (Uitsubishi 00 "Zeke!)

a2 - Zero ype 2 (Nitsubishi 00 “Hemp!)

/P ~ TFloot Zero fighter (Mitsubishi 00 "Rufe®)
F/BF « Float hiplame
7,00 /B = Type OL medium bomber {Mitsubishi 01 "Betty)
7.9¢ D/B = Type 99 dive bomber (Aichi 99 "Valt)

# UEnemy Aiveraft Destroyed and Demeged in the Solomons Area by Sopac
Forces for the month of Janmary 1943, * South FPacific Foree, United
States Pecific Fleet, Office of Favael Air Combat Intelligence, in
USC Hist. Div. files. AT ‘

- " v
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Avnendiz 18 = Eneny Aircraft Destroyed end Demaged in the Solomons Area

. in February 1945#

Jap types
destroyed ¢ i
by (both types) F/P EfsP 2,99 D/8 I,01 H/B Unident. Total
PAF=d - 3 5 20
MU 2 1 3
Pa38 7 1 1 9
Pe39 4 4
Pudl 10 10
SBD 3 3
LBF 4 1 b
Bel? 9 9

} Ba24 iz 1z
DDtg 6 1 7
or AP
Uncertain 3. 1 S 2. k2

Total 76 2 1 ] 17 5 104

§ = Zero fighter (Mitsubishi 00 IXk, 1 and 2,)

# F/P = Float Zero fighter (Mitsubishi 00 "Rufel)

F/BP - Float biplane

?,99 D/ ~ Type 99 dive bomber (Aichi 99 #Vall)

T.01 ¥/B = Type O} medium bomber (litsubishi 01 "Betty")

# "Enemy Adrcroft Destroyed and Demaged in the Solomons Area by Sopac
Forces for the month of February 1943," South Pacific Forcs, United
. Stotes Paclific Fleet, Office of Haval Air Combat Intelllgence, in
USkC Hisbs Dive files. LTI
(:10'1 A !',ll
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Appendix 17 w Summary of daranese Flanes Destroyed by South Pacific

. Forces from 1 August 1942 to 28 Februery 1943
Hoxth Hymber Degbroyed
Anzguat 229
Septenber 119
October 370
Hovember 138
Decenber 8%
Jenuary 111
Februery O
Total 1,168

# These are overwall figures and include the scores of all services,
The greet majority of thege plemes were shot down Dy the Harines.

"Enemy Asrcraft Desbroyed snd Danaged in the Solomons Area by Sopac

. Torces for the month of February 194Z," South Pacific Forece, United
Stztes Poeific Fleet, office of Movel Air Combat Intellipence, in

USliC Hist. Div. files. 1
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Arvpendix 18 » RBecord of U, 8, Pilots at Guadelecanal, 20 Angust 19432
to 23 llareh 19434

20 Aungust 1942

15 February 1943

to to
15 Februsry 1945 3 1 43

Enemy shina sunke 33 4
Eneny ships believed sunk 14 -
Eneny shipe domaged 64 3
Eneny plones shot down in

air combat 624 iz
bneny planes skot down by Al 47 -
Enemny planes destroyed on ground 37 2
U.8, planes schot down by enenmy Ab 8 12
U.%. pilots recovered 80 17
Qther aviation personmel

(U.5.) recovered 43 22

Between 20 August 1942 zmd 28 lizrch 1943, 182 U.S, aircraft werc shob
down in combat with Joponese planes,

# Bulk files of MARAIRSOPAC, in USC Eist, Div. files. The ebove record
includes the scores of all services opersting from Guadslcanal.

- L .
MO 1Y ) e, IR AT
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SPECUHITY ARG WG

‘I’ INDEX

A

A=2, 98-89, 215 (n 27)

Lberdeen, S. Do, 208 (n 4)

AMmirelty Islends, 196 (n 28)

Aeroprop Coe., 2256

Africs, 145

Aiehi bomber, 54

“41r Command, Solamons,” {COMAIRSOLS),
184, 186-187

Alr Corps Supply, 136

Air Defense, Dirsctor of, 162

Air Evecusebion Trensport, 119

Alr Section (of Supply), 134

Air Service Ccmmand, 122"123. 135,
145
Hqes 222 (n 8)

Alr Steff, 172
Assistant Chief of, (Plens Div.),

i

Chief of, 85, 04, 193 (n 8)

Air Trensport Commend (ATC), 94,
108, 117-118, 176, 237 (n 96)

Aitutaki, 118, 145

Allen, Cole Bes 27, 211 (n 39),
212 (n 56)

Allison Co., 140

Suoerjaek, 51

Americal Div., 149, 151-152, 156
Rone Sqa, 229 (n 19}, 239 (n 1)

Americen Red Cross, 220 (n 72)

Aole Bey, 228 {(n 2)

Argonne, 16

Arnold, Gene EHeo Eo' 2, 25, 64’ 74.
77=78, 80-83, 9293, 101, 108,
111-112, 117-118, 123, 126-127,
131, 145, 168, 170-173, 209 (n 14),
218 (n 56)

Ablanta, 50, 203 {an 117)

Auelklend, 16-17, 91, 105, 115-118,

® 138, 167, 220 (n 72)
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Australia.' 1. 42-4.4. 49’ 111.
123, 127, 129130, 133,
143-144, 168, 175, 200 (n 85)

*avistorium," 220 (n 72)

B

B=l7, 6=7, 12=13, 17-26, 29~30,
32-33, 35, 37, 40-41, 43-44,
4T=48, 51, 53, 56-52, 6466,
68, 83, 97-98, 100, 125, 150,
164-165, 167-161, 165-166,
1?3' 180’ 186. 189"190’

199 (n 60), 203 {(n 117),

204 (n 121, 123), 206 (n 133),
207 {(n 141), 208 {n 7),

209 (n 9), 217 (n 44, 45),
231 (n 41), 233 (o €5)

B-17F, 109

B=-24, 42-43, 49, &7, 94-96,
107«109, 168-169, 173«174,
180-162, 240 (n 14, 16)

B~24D, 173

B=25, 26, 93~905, 139, 165,
zs§ (n 65), 236-237. (n 96,
99

B~26C, 172, 173

B~2ED, 173

B-26. 55-58’ 633 65’ 76’ 141’
153, 157, 16565-166, 170,
173174, 184, 204 (n 122),
205 (n 125), 206 (n 141),
233 (n 65, 66)

B=29, 144, 231 (n 48)

B=38, 5S4

Bage Island, €6

Bellale Islend, 160, 180, 182,
214 (n 10}, 231 (n 41),
239 {n 9)

e R o ek T
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Baniks Islend, 163, 179
Berton, 114, 203 (n 117)

Base Services, Director of, 128
Besufort Bey, 151

Bell Co., 140

Bendix turret, 208 (n 4)

Betelgeuse, 203 (n 114)

Betty (plams), 33.

Bismarck Archipelsgo, 12

“piack Cet" sguadrons, 105, 163

Boeing Co., 225 (n 59)

Boise, 198 (n 48}

Bombardment (AFRDB), 175

Bapber #l, 164

Bomber #2, 133, 164, 209 (n 18)

Bowber Commearder, 13th AF, 89

Bonegi River, 156

Bora Bora, 142-147

Bougainville, 12, 19, 23, 30-32,
53, T4, 104-105, 157-160, 165,
184, 216 (n 38), 233 (n 69)

« Byannon, M&JQ De Des 8, &6

Breens, M&j. Gene Re Gey 6, 17,
122, 127, 129, 134, 136,
138-139, 143, 225 {n 59)

Brisbane, 218 (a 56)

Britishk, 8, 102, 162

British Solomons Islend Defonse
Force, 104

Brown, ¥eje Fe O, 215 (n 2?)

Browning, Re, 104

BT«13, 107

Buln, 1112, 14, 17, 12, 21, 29,
53, 58, 64-55%, 69-70, 74, 77,
81, 104, 150, 158=160, 165-=166,
214 (n 10), 217 {(n 45), 233 (n 65,
69), 209 (n 15)

Buin-Tonolei Harbor, 22

Buke, 14, 20, 31, 33, 74, 77, B2,
104"105. 158, 1603 155, 180’
214 (n 10), 239 (n 9)

Buka Field, 231 (n 41)

Buke Pessage, 19, 76=77

Burck, Lt. Ge Jo, 96

Buresu of Aeronsutics, Chief of, 95

c

C~47, 38, 107, 110-112, 116-116,
120, 218 (n 53), 219 (n 66),

) e
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SRCURITY TNCAILYTION

CACTUS, 9, 13, 170, 207 (n 141),
228 (n 4)

Callaghan, Adme , 5405

Canton Islend, 4, 11, 86, 169

Caps Esperance, 62, 150, 156, 178

Cape Esperance, Batile of, 32

Catelina (plane), 78, 80

Cherters, Capte Jds Jde, 159

Cheney, Lbe Condre We, 96

Chester, 42

Cheyenns Modification Center, 69

Choiseul Is:lam’ 19’ 59’ 181,
240 (n 14)

Christien missions, 103

Christmas Islend, 11, 85,
202 (n 103), 238 (n 107)

Clemens, Maje. W. Fo Mo, 104,
216 (n 37)

Coast Wetchers, 102-103, 216 (n 38)

Cobb, Lte Comdre Je Oep 217 {(n 44)

Coffin, Lt. A. P., 205 (n 123)

Collins, Maje, 204 (n 122)

Colorado Springs, 213 (n 10)

Colt, 1Lt. C. Cs, 98

CCMATR, 84

COMAIEWING One, 32, 113

Combined Chiefs of Steff, 88, 174

Commeander, South Pecgific Aree
(COMSOPAC), 3~-4, 7, 11, 13-14,
16"1?, 31’ 43’ 44’ 48-50’ 53.
56=57, 71, 75, 78, 84, 92, 100,
144, 156, 213 (n 2), 215 {n 29)

Commander Aircraft, South Pacific
(COMATRSOPAC), 3-5, 7, 10, 42,
79-50’ 82. 84’ 90, 93’ 105’
113, 165, 209 {n 16), 213 (n 9)
Chief of staff, 188

Carmender in Chief, U. 5. Pacifie
Fleet (CINCPAC), 3, 43, 92.
See slso Rimitz.

Camending General, AAF, 78, 81

Canmanding General South Paclfic
28’ 73. 77"‘?3, 83. 85‘88, 108’
110, 113. 117’113. 122’ 126’
130-131, 141-142, 144, 164,
175, 195 (n 1), 222 (n 2)

Communications (AFISC), 141

Congress, 200 (n 81}

Cangolidated Coe, 225 (n 59)

220 (n 83) Coral Sea, 144
C=53, 107
C=78, 109 e e e
087, 112, 116-128 S R WUEIDET)

£ 0 T .
E N BN EAY ET;: LW PO EALTION
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Corseir {plene), 181-182, 164
Cox, Majs Cep 99
Crsne, Cepts J. E., 119

. Curtiss, 7, 92, 97-99, 213 (n 2)
Curtiss-iiright Co., 226 {n 59)
Cushine, 203 (n 117)

D

D-1A meber, 115

D-dey, 7, 153

DiEntrecastoeux Reef, 114

"Deopot and Ready Reserve" sirereft,
235 (n 85)

DFC, 205 (n 127), 219 (n 66)

Dim, Lt. W., 46, 215 (n 38)

Dome. Cove, 150

Dome Reef, &9

"Dugout Sumday," 47

Dunbes, 133

®Dumbe,™ 106-106, 207 (n 144),
217 {n 45)

Duncan, 32, 198 (n 48)

Dyer, Lt., 134

E

8th Mariro Regt., 149

11‘&&1 me. Gp.. 2, 6"7, 23"'25’
27-29, 42. 50’ 68"69’ 72. ?7’
02403, 98=57, 99100, 102, 109,
116’ 125' 131. 1423 1589 167‘169.
180, 186, 190, 195 (n &),
202 (n 103), 234 {n 76),
236 (n 83), 240 (n 12), 241 (n 26)
Hq. end qu Sq_., 27

11th Merine Regb., 149

16th Combet (Photo) Mepping Sqe,
214 (n 12)

18th Fighter Gpe, 162, 216 (n 35)

18th Photo Mapping Sqe., 94-05

B24 Service S5q., 133

801st Medicel Air Evecuation
Trensport Sqe, 221 (n 87). See
algo 801st Medioal Sq.

9 801st Medical Sq., 118+120,

221 (n 87)

811th Engineers, 130

887th Chemical Cos., 28=-29
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Eagle Farms, 175

Efate, 7=8, 54, 57-58, 64, 81,
120, 132, 134, 139, 219 (n 63,
66), 220 (n 83), 221 (n 86),
226 (n 53), 235 (n 85)

mnonﬂ’ Gon-, 9' 24, 26"28’ 423
123, 127, 144, 168-169

EﬂherE ise’ 42’ 45. 48-4.9, 53]
56~-59, 61, 64, 205 (n 123)

EaPiritu Smto, 7-8’ 12’ 17’
22"'23' 25’ 27’ 29-30' 32’
38, 40, 44-45, 47-48, 51, 53,
56"61’ 64, 68, 75; 75"?6, 79’
81, 86, 88-89, 91, 96-98, 106,
110, 113, 1156~116, 120,
124-126, 130, 132-134, 137,
139’ 141’ 160. 165‘166’ 169’
199 (n 60), 203 (o 117),
204 (n 122), 205 (n 125),
206 (n 141), 207 (n 142),
208 (n 18), 213 (a 2), 214 (n 11,
12), 216 (n 21, 28), 21§ (n 63),
221 (n 86), 233 {n 70),
254 (n 81), 235 (n 85),
239 (n 11)

Europe’ 2’ B, 101"102

Everest, Col. F., 6, 180,
240 (n 12)

F

1zt Adrereft Assembly Sq., 145
1st Infentry Bne, 1563-156
I Islend Command, 6, 89, 139
st Marine Aircrsft Wing, 59,
28
1st Merine Bn., 45«46, 229 {n 19)
1st Marine Div., 7, 149
Commender of, 9. See
also Vandegrift.
G=2 Journal of, 216 (n 38)
4th Fhoto Ron. end Map Gp.,
94~95, 214 {n 12)
Sth Adr Force, 1}1=-112, 138
Sth me. G’PQ, 25-29, 42, 4?’ 50]
68, 92, 97, 100, 102, 116, 158,
167-169, 180, 186, 190, 157
(n 28), 202 (n 103), 211 (n 39),
212 (n 46), 215 (n 28),
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Lunga River, 148

Lutes, Gen., 117

Lynch, Lte Jo Ae, 217 (n 45),
232 (n B3)

Me

MacArthur, Gem. D. 0., 1, 43-44,
57, 123, 128, 171

MoCain, Rear Adm. J., Se, 3, 5, 7,
77, 93 (o 48)

MeCalla,' $2, 198 (n

MoCormick, Cole Ha Ta, 89

MacFarlend, 199 (n 70)

¥elisase, Lb. He Gu, 181

MolNeose, Maje, 44

¥

Madang, 111

Megenta Field, 125

Y¥nleita 131&11&’ 4?’ 104

Mengrim, Lt. Cols Re Ca, 8,
197 (n 40)

Mareeba, 200 (n 83)

SGIIDDITIAL

1
- o m LY i
,-%3 1}3%&; ;7’;\) $0 L
‘,v_.a_; &'m‘__.

r T e e

NI

O
o

' 5 .

TRTRICTED

SR ATINNZTE

Marine, 7-8,
21, 2920,

10, 12«13, 17-18,
33, 36-38, 40-43,
44«45, 47, 51=52, 54-56,
60-31, 91, 96-97, 104, 1l2=1}4,
120-121, 149, 152-153, 163,
181~185, 190-191, 198 (n 53),
20} (n 96), 218 (n 32),
240 (n 20), 241 (n 30, 31)
Air Commender, Guadslcanel,
209 (n 16)
Coomender, 149
Hy., 91
Mariae Aircraft Gp. 12, 183
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24, 31, 41-42, 44, 47, 50-51, 1341 Troop Cerrier Sq., 1lll-1l4,
53-54, 61, 66~6%, 69, T3~T4, 91, 121, 202 (n 103), 221 (n 89)
95, 102-106’ 1113 148: 1503 234 Bombe Sq. 26-273 29’
157-158, 160-161, 165-166, 169, 202 (n 103}
171, 178-180, 182-184, 186-187, 26th Div., 150152, 154-155,
233 (n 65), 235 (n 85), 239 (n 9) 229 (n 19), 239 {n 1)
Samervell, Gen., 123 26th Bombe Sq., 28, 160
SOPAC Coaubat Air Trensport Commend 27th Infentry Dive, 163
(SCAT), 113-114, 117, 120 29th Alr Service Gp., 1287, 130,
508, 222 (n 2) 132-133, 139
South Dakotae, 42, 53, 56, 61 20th Infentry Regt., 46
South Pecific Photo Interpretation 30th Div., 51
Unit (SPPIV), 91, 98-99, 31st Bambe Sq.s 27, 29, 197 (n 29),
215 (n 21, 23) 202 {n 103)
Sperry pilot, 1156 33d Troop Carrier Sq., 111-112,
Stefonowicz, Maje L. L., §8 114
Stratemeyer, Gen., 128, 146, 35th Infentry, 152, 154-165
208 (n 4), 219 {(n 70) 38th Bombe Gps, 172
Strother, Ite. Col. D. C., 6, B9 38th Div., 68
Suve, 5 38th Service Bq., 133
228th Infentry Regte., 202 (n 103)
230th Infentry Regt., 51
7 307th Bombe Gpes 168-169,
239 (n 11), 241 (n 25)
3d Infan'bw Enc’ 46. 15&-155’ Hq.‘ 168
229 (n 19) Hqe Sq., 234 (n 81}
3d Merine Reghte, 229 (n 19) 321st Sq., 43, 49
12th AAF Photographic Intelligence 336th Fighter Sq., 241 (n 25)
Detechmont, 214 (n 12) 339th Fighter Sq., 65, 152, 163,
12th Fighter Sq., 28-29, 152, 174, 182, 201 (n 90), 202 (n 103),
202 (n 103), 241 (n 25) 204 (n 118)
13th Air Depot, 114, 135-136, 140 347th Fighter Gpe Detechment,
Enginoering Dept., 135 201 (n 96)
13th Air Depot Engineering Section, 370th Sq., 169, 234 (n 81),
133 239 (n 11)
13th Air Depot Gpe, 127, 1286-130, 390th Sq., 172
. 133=-135, 137, 224 (n 37) 394th Bombe Sqe, 27, 29
13tk Air Depot Supply Sq., 136 Teiru Point, 61
N LG B T . N N LT VB
SRR REST IO UL
R CRCLRTY HaRLIATHY

"THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

- ‘\‘&’,
4 {\\:‘i{‘{\\\ ‘ hvia -
“ LA L Trpyp w4 A
(C\\!\ \', Ji-% ,,’ g‘éﬂ& ”i “ L8 e 281
< By 1’%5@“.13‘.”‘-'1"*9‘}‘
g ICUUETY W
Tenesbozo, 108 United States Fleet, 63
Tassaferonge, 60, 62, 1650, 153, "USO erew,™ 205 (n 127)
158 Tteh, 23
. TBA, 90
T8D, 190
TBF, 44, 52, 56-£9, 61, 96, 150, T
157, 184, 199 (n 68), 204 (n 120)
Tenaxba River, 178 V-1650 engline, 140 -
Totipars Islend, 217 (n 43) V~1710«€3 engine, 136
Teveirocs, 143 V=1710~65 engina, 136
Thom, Ite Ce, 96, 216 (n 28) Vendegrift, Gen., 910, 57, €1,
Tipes, New York, 41 105, 121, 149, 221 (n 89)
Tinsley, Lte Cole We Fo, 186, TVeudry, Cepte J., 119, 220 (n 83)
241 (n 29, 30) VOS Rene. 3 (Sge), 241 {n 25)
Tckyo, 41, 231 (n 456) Ve1Yx, Lavalie, 58, 66, 74,
"fokyo Express," 29-32, 34, 37, 41, 218 (n 39)
46, 50-52, 150151, 161, 178 Verahui, 156, 178
Tontoute Air Base, 56-57, 108, 1ll4, VF=72, 241 (n 25)
120, 125, 129, 133, 176, Vila Plenbtation, 166, l&2
223 (n 27) Visale, 153
Tonga, 114 WF=-223 (Marine Sq.), 7
Tongereve, 118, 145 VMSB-232 (Marine Sqe.), 8, 197
Tongatsbu, 11, 25, 86, 118, 142, (n 40)
235 {n B85) VMSB=-234, 241 (n 25)
Tonolei’ 12, 14, 19’ 53' 77, 158, W"la’ 106
209 (n 15} VS 4D-14, 241 (n 28)
Tonolei Harbor, 33 VIB-1l, 12, 16, 241 (n 25)
Towmsville, 129 Vunskeaneuw, 231 (n 41)
Treeger, Lite Ge, 181
Treasportation Corps, 124
Tyule, 17, 19, 47, 61 w
’l'ulag:l. 1, 7’ 29’ 51’ 103’ 105
Tulsgi Herbor, 106 Welker, Lt. Je V., 110
Tutnila Islends, 136 Yer Dept., 4, 26-28, 50, B7-89,
‘l‘wining, Brig. Goene Ne F.’ 6. 170
83-84, 86, 8850, 95, 140-141, "Washing Machine Cherlie," 159,
217 (n 44) 162, 165, 188
tpyphoon MaGoon," 205 (n 127), Washincton, 42, 53, 56, 61,
231 (n 45) 206 En 123)
Washing‘l:on, De Cos 1, 4, 16’ 80,
86, 92, 109, 117, 126, 131,
U 146, 189, 218 (n 56)
Western Defense Command, 172
United Stetes Army Forses in West Point, 209 {n 14)
South Pasific Area (USAFISPA), Vhitsker, Cole N., 33, 196 (n 24)
46, 14"15, 17, 28, 84, 89, Whi‘bton, Cole Le Be, 128
91-s2, 95, 98, 122, 195 (n 2), i11ie, Lt., 207 (n 144)

() 211 (n 89), 215 (n 1), 220 (n 72)  Wolfert, I., 199 (n 56)
Assistent Air Surgeon, 218 (n 53)  Woods, Brige Genm. L. Ee, 240 {n 22)
Commanding Genserel, 83 Wright, Resr Adm. Ce H., 150

T ﬂm *f'? 1
ADEMR T RTTITLD,
QN

CORYTY L Y




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

H‘ \‘\‘r\“ -;“‘_"{;1"{;‘"" RO

A, '\.‘fﬁ-*‘.#/

282

+ 8
P

r v R N
SLEC ui!‘* 17O, YN

"q

Wylie, Gen., 124

Zeilin, 54

Zeke, 59

ZBI‘O. Bg 31, 39-40, 45"46’ 48’ 51’
54-85, €60, 62, 65-6€, 68-89, 161,
178, 181-182, 184, 203 (n 109, 116),
210 (n 34)

-k N It ;\.e-is'h
1,1 f‘rf L R r

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958




(FEFYERIY N LI

“begsivshhsniiod vid SRS 4

[ XXX T N

depeEad

BvssREdsFrasNsaRT S0 uARS

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

MEMORANDUM F(R TEE COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY ATR roRCRE: (Attention
Assistent Chief of Air Bteff, Intslligence, Historioal Divisiom)

Subject: Critique of Arwy Alr Forces Historioal Studles:
Mo« 35, Quadaloanal aud ihe Oripins of the

Thirtesnth Adr Foros
h i
ol IR I '
ERT S @ 7 - :
L g N" 2 '¥ lw 4 :ii’
* i

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

; MEMORANDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY ATR FORCES: (Attention
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