The 307th Bombardment Group (HV) Association, Inc.
The Long Rangers

Hello everyone and HAPPY THANKSGIVING

YOUR 307th Bomb Group Association board would like to express our sincere
appreciation for you being a part of our group. We are fortunate to have you as
members of this organization, who are honoring our WWII heroes of the 307th
Bombardment Group.

As we wake up and start our celebrations of this Thanksgiving Day 2022, |
would like to take a look back at what our loved ones endured during
Thanksgiving WWII.

Happy Thanksgiving and know that we miss seeing you ALL.

Sincerely.
Happy Thanksgiving
Your 307ty Bomb Group Association board


https://307bg.com/

Nov 23, 1944 — 1 - The News-Review (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma) -
Newspapers.com

How World War Il Changed Thanksgiving 78 Years Ago

November 1944 found the United States celebrating its third Thanksgiving since
entering World War Il. And the war certainly wasn’t taking a break for the
holiday, with Americans opening their newspapers Thanksgiving morning to
headlines like “50,000 Nazis Trapped on Rhine” and “Germans Fire Rocket
Bombs at U.S. Army

Two Thanksgivings

But the war wasn’t the only conflict brewing on Thanksgiving 75 years ago;
there was also a ruckus much closer to home

The date of Thanksgiving was causing a stir in the U.S.—the result of federal
legislation passed in 1941 declaring that Thanksgiving be celebrated on the
fourth Thursday rather than the traditional last Thursday. So, while 1944 saw
the majority of Americans celebrating Thanksgiving on the 23rd, a few states
were still holding on to custom and celebrating on the 30th.

Other beloved traditions had to change as well on that Thanksgiving. There had
been no Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade since 1941, for example, since the
company had donated the rubber in its famous balloons to the war effort. And



Thanksgiving Day football games were played in far fewer places around the
nation due to the number of men serving in the military.

Thanksgiving at Home

But then as now, Thanksgiving dinner was the main event of the day, and the
war’s effects were seen even at the dinner table.

By 1944, millions of American men and women were serving in the armed
forces domestically or overseas, leaving empty spaces at the holiday table in
many homes. In cities near military bases, some of these empty chairs were
filled by servicemen and women who had been invited to share a homecooked
meal for the holidays with a local family. In other homes, Thanksgiving dinner
was held earlier or later than usual to accommodate family members who were
working the holiday in factories and other war industries.

} LET US GIVE THANKS lllustrated by HOLLOWAY

“Let Us Give Thanks,” by African American cartoonist Wilbert Holloway Sat, Nov
25, 1944 — Page 6 - The Pittsburgh Courier (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) -
Newspapers.com

Even traveling to the homes of distant family members or friends for
Thanksgiving dinner was curtailed, since gasoline and tires were rationed, and
bus and train travel were discouraged to open up seats for servicemen and
women on furlough.

The Thanksgiving Menu



When it came to the Thanksgiving menu, the war’s influence was seen yet
again—this time in the form of food rationing.

By 1944, Americans had been through two previous Thanksgivings under
rationing. Sugar was still rationed that year, as were cheese, butter and
margarine, and canned fruit—creating a challenge for home cooks hoping to
make favorite Thanksgiving dishes.

But Americans had reason to be grateful, as fewer food items than before were
being rationed in the United States by November 1944. Lard, shortening, and
coffee were no longer rationed, for example, and items such as red meat and
processed foods were experiencing a temporary reprieve.

Still, Thanksgiving dinner in 1944 required more planning ahead than in the pre-
war years. Those who had heeded the government’s call to grow Victory
Gardens could cook Thanksgiving dishes with the produce they had canned or
preserved. Other Americans made sure to save up rationing stamps to
purchase ingredients for their Thanksgiving meal—aided by newspaper
rationing calendars that listed which rationing stamps could be used when and
for what products.

Sugar—Stamps 30, 31, 32, 33 and 34 in
Book 4 each good for 5 pounds.
Stamgmin- k 4 good for 5
pounds for home canning through
Feb. 28, 1945. The new program
for home canning will be an-
nounced Jan. 1, 1945, '

for sugar from a 1944 newspaper rationing calendar Fri, Nov 24, 1944 — 24 .
The Boston Globe (Boston, Massachusetts) - Newspapers.com

The Turkey Challenge

But even food items that weren’t rationed could still be scarce. Such was the
case in 1944 with the Thanksgiving centerpiece—turkey. Due to the military’s
huge demand for turkey for the troops, the bird was hard to buy in some parts of
the country—unless a person was willing to turn to the black market.

Spices and other imported food items also could be difficult to find because the
war affected shipping. And non-local produce was limited too in some locations
due to the effect of gasoline rationing on trucking.

With this changing availability of food on the minds of many, newspapers
published articles about which items were expected to be available for



Thanksgiving that year. And Thanksgiving recipes using alternative ingredients
became a popular feature in many newspapers' food sections.

A Spirit of Sacrifice

Despite the challenges and changes that Thanksgiving 1944 presented to
Americans on the home front, people were generally willing to sacrifice for the
war effort—especially when they considered how much their servicemen and
women were sacrificing overseas.

One newspaper editorial published on Thanksgiving reflected on this spirit of
sacrifice, remarking:

* It is true, to be sure, we do not have
| hing we desire. It is true many homes
have been saddened and other households
made anxious by the absence of loved ones.
if we look at this in its proper perspec-
we shall agree that no matter how un-
unate our lot may appear to us as indi-
als it could be ever so much worse.

~ Above all, let us be grateful not only for
‘the success of our cause, but for the courage
and sacrifices of our brave sons, brothers and
b bands that made the victories possible.

' And then we must always be grateful|
' for tomorrow when life will resume its|
‘mormal course and time mercifully will heal
‘the wounds of mankind.

Nov 23, 1944 — Page 18 - Wilkes-Barre Times Leader, The Evening News
(Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania) - Newspapers.com
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Delivering such a feast was not always easy or safe. In 1942, U.S. Navy
transport planes braved potential Japanese attacks above Guadalcanal in order
to land at Henderson Field and surprise the battle-weary Marines on the island
with the taste of a good American Thanksgiving turkey. Every man was also
delivered a cold bottle of Pepsi to make the event all the sweeter.
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