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Reconnaissance / Mission Photos 
 
 

No dates or places were provided. 

 
There was an official document giving permission of release 

after security clearance 

 
The photo directly below you can see puffs of smoke after the 

bombs had exploded 
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Mission Report - May 9th, 1945 - Pg1 
 

Nakajima Ki-44 

This Mission was over enemy shipping 

lanes/ships in Makassar Straight 

 
4 enemy TOJO type A/C, painted black 

intercepted the two B-24s at around 10,000 

ft. TOJO type aircraft refers to the 

Japanese fighter Nakajima Ki-44 

 
A minimum of 6 enemy attacks occurred 

from 10 - 1 o’clock level and slightly higher 

 
One enemy aircraft was damaged and 

cowling was seen smoking 

 
B-24 A/C #179 was severely damaged and 

was lost with no personal losses reported 

 
The two B-24’s stayed in formation 

throughout interception. 

 
B-24 A/C #276 (Dad’s plane) was holed in 

#4 engine, # 1 engine, #3 prop, flight deck 

and left vertical fin. 



Mission Report - May 9th, 1945 - Pg2 
 
 
 

A/C #276 (Dad’s Plane) took 16 

photos of harbor and Makassar Town 

 
Upon termination of interception by 

enemy fighters A/C #179 found it 

necessary to feather #4 engine. 

 
Both A/C jettisoned their bomb loads 

on course to base. 

 
At 17:00 hrs A/C #179 entered 

towering cumulus clouds. 

 
At 17:06 hrs radio message received 

from A/C #179 that he would probably 

have to bail the crew out over the 

Togian Islands. These were the last 

radio and visual contacts to be had 

with the unreported A/C #179 

 
All indications are that the missing 

crew either bailed out or ditched their 

aircraft in the vicinity of the Togian 

Islands, known to be friendly and will 

eventually be returned to this 

squadron. 



Mission Report - May 9th, 1945 - Pg3 
 
 

Nine 250 lb bombs were jettisoned in 

Makassar Straights 

 
1800 rounds of 50 caliber 

ammunition was used in combat by 

A/C #276 

 
A/C #179 was not listed as it did not 

return to base. 



Named 1st Pilot May 31st, 1945 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After being named 1st Pilot Dad flew 

mostly in capacity of 1st Pilot but there 

were a few documents that had him 

listed as co-pilot as well. 



 

No dates or names were with these 

photos. 

 
I presume they were on Morotai Island 

(the base of the 307th bomb group at 

that time). 

 
The man posing with Dad in three of 

the pictures I believe to be Lt Newman 

who was also a pilot in the 424th. 



Mission Report - June 7th, 1945 - Pg1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Primary Target was Labuan Personnel 

and Supply Area. 

 
This mission was part of the Air 

Support needed for the up coming 

Battle of Labuan. 

 
The Australian 24th Brigade invaded 

Labuan on June 10th, 1945. This was 

part of the overall Borneo Campaign. 

 
Lubuan and Victoria Harbor was 

scheduled to serve as harbor for British 

Pacific Fleet. There were also valuable 

airbases, rubber plantations and oil 

fields which would support the greater 

war effort. 

 
Bombing Results were excellent with a 

concentrated pattern of bomb hits from 

east to west. 90% of bombs were with 

in precise target limits. 



Mission Report - June 7th, 1945 - Pg2 
 
 
 

 

A/C #619 (Lt Willis) having bombed the target 

lost #2 engine due to an oil leak and proceed 

to Sanga Sanga Island on three engines 

 
A/C #215 (Lt Beltz) was assigned to cover this 

disabled plane 

 
A/C #550 made two runs on target accounting 

for variance in time of bombs away. 

 
No fighter covers was scheduled for this 

mission. 

 
5-23 x 260 lb and 1-15 x 260 lb fragmentation 

bombs were dropped over primary target 



Mission Report - June 7th, 1945 - Pg3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dad was pilot of A/P #215. 

 
Many of the men listed in the crew of A/P 

#215 day were in the original crew which 

left the states and were mentioned in the 

letter to Grandma Ella 

 
Lt - Deamicis - Bombadier 

Sgt Austin - Engineer 

Sgt Kosowski - Tail Gunner 

Sgt Baker - Radio Operator 

Sgt Haines - Nose Gunner 

 
Under A/P #377 

Lt McCabe is listed at Navigator (3rd 

Name) 

 
I have spoken with his son Jim McCabe 

several times. He lives in the Richmond 

Virginia area. He is the historian for the 

307th bomb group association. 

 
He was aware of the “Beltz” name 

through his review of historical records 

as both men served in the 424th at the 

same time. 



Mission Report - June 7th, 1945 - Pg4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flight Schedule for Mission. 

 
Dad was part of the 424th squadron 

and listed as pilot in A/P #215. 

 
Take off time was scheduled for 11:30 



Mission Report - June 7th, 1945 - Photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

An Allied map showing Australian and Japanese movements on Labuan Island and a mission photo of the same area. 

I believe the mission photo shows the same area as the map though the orientation is different. 

In my opinion the two red arrows mark the same location coming into Victoria Harbor 



Mission Report - June 14th, 1945 - Pg1 
 

 

Dad’s Last 8 Missions were all over 

Balikpapan, Borneo and would be part 

of Borneo Campaign 

 
Balikpapan had strategic value as it 

had an oil refinery to refine oil located 

on the interior of Borneo. It also had 

a well developed harbor and air fields. 

 
Sidate personal area was the “Target 

of Last Resort”, it was an Aerodrome 

facility 

 
Only a single B-24 was able to bomb 

primary target due to cloud cover 

(aircraft # 506 piloted by Lt Ansley.) 

 
Remaining planes bombed Sidate 

 
Aircraft #844 (dad’s plane) was able to 

take 8 photographs after bombing of 

Sidate. 

 
Balikpapan results were excellent with 

75% of bombs hit targets. 

 
Results of other bombing was not 

observed due to (90%) cloud cover 

over 800 ft. 

 
Aircraft #546 received seven holes 

from anti-aircraft guns over 

Balikpapan 

 
Anti aircraft fire was described as 

Heavy, Moderate and accurate 



Mission Report - June 14th, 1945 - Pg2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two passes made over primary target only 

one plane was able to bomb primary target 

 
Planes proceed to the secondary target 

Sepinggang Aerodrome which was closed due 

to cloud cover. 

 
Planes proceed to Sidate (last resort target) 

 
Aircraft # 540 lost one engine 15 minutes after 

“Bombs Away” but returned safely without 

jettisoning any equipment 

 
Psychological warfare leaflets were dropped 

over Balikpapan and Sidate areas 



Mission Report - June 14th, 1945 - Pg3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thirty 100 lb Fragmentation 

Bombs were dropped by each 

plane. 

 
Fragmentation bombs were not 

typical and were used to destroy 

light equipment and kill personal 

 
The only ammunition used was in 

test firing. 



Mission Report - June 14th, 1945 - Pg4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dad being listed as second 

indicates he was assigned to co- 

pilot 

 
Of the men listed in aircraft # 844 

for that mission only Sgt Gerry and 

Dad’s were from the original crew. 

 
Many of these men in A/P #844 were 

in the undated crew photo found 

with Grandma Ella’s letter 



 
 

Purple Heart 

 
 

Battle Star of Asiatic Campaigns 

Awards 

 

 
 

Daie 16 July 1545  

 
’SUbJ1CI: Battle ?articipati lrzdit - Awards & Decorations,• 

 

T0 : Commending Olficor of 1st Lt. @ertrmm P. Beltz,’0-828509. 

 

 1st Ltd  0eF$Fmn D. 9eltE  , a former Member of this Organization, 

translerrâd to your command por _  , is auLhorlsod to near 

Battle Stare on the ksiatio-Pacific 0 mpai@n ribbon for participation in the 

 

 

Bismarik Archipelago 

 

 
Lll60D 

 

3 

G.U. @03, War Wp$. 1945 Ltr. Hq; 30Yth tomb Gp. 

(iI); dd u-25-45, 4$h Ind 

G.U.’ 3, .ar Dept. 1945 A Ltr. Wg, 507th 3omb :0p 

( ), 3d 3-2’5-45; 4th’Ind. 

G,U. /Z3, War Uojt. 1545 & 0ir. 195, Rar Opt 1944 

G.O. /35, )7ar Deot. 1945 & Cir. 195, Jar Dept 1044 

G.U. @53, iTar mpi. l945’& Gir. 195, War kept lg 4 

2, Sub jâ ct,  oJfi cer  further authori.sed I o wear I.he be low listed 

 
 

Panple ñeaft G.U. 4 8-2-45 l32ud Gen. Hoso. 
air fledsl  G.O. ’ 11  5-16-45  ¥E&F 

BULC.’( )” G.O. 1312 7-2-45 ’ FFAF 

.iliypinc Liberatioc Ribbon Gl0, {W5, U8AFA, For II, o-1, do 2-S-é5 

 

 

 

 
’* 

§. Subject  OffiCor  ha the'following awards upgn which action h4s 

not, begn c‘onq Letad• 

 

 
 

 
30LG (LI)T 

Lettor 5-24-45   
Letter  7-J-45 100 Opn flours iIq TO 7th tomb Gp‘ (.d) 

 

 

 
 

For the G onnandJng Officer: 

Brass Oak Leaf Clusters 

Air Medal 

Philippines Liberation Campaign 



Dad’s B-24 
Serial Number 44-41534 
44 - indicates it was paid for in 1944 
Serial number indicates: 
It was B-24 - L model 
Built by Consolidated Aircraft in SanDiego 
Assigned to a Bomber Squadron 

 
The Name of the Airplane was “Say Uncle” 

 

Below are photos of the nose art associated with that aircraft. 
No date or place of photo was provided. 
The photos were found on a web site that cataloged nose art with the serial number of 
B-24 aircraft. 



 
 

 

Generally crews tried to stay together as much as possible as well as 

fly on one or two aircraft. At this time in the war there was constant 

inflow of men and equipment. Damage from enemy action as well as 

salt and weather played havoc on these aircraft. 

 
Dad flew with many different crew group configurations and aircraft. 

This was in part due to the facts above but according to Jim McCabe 

dad was very aggressive in signing up for additional flights to get is 

his first pilot rating as quickly as possible. Here are a few other 

aircraft Dad flew in. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
B-24 - J 

Serial number 44 -41236 
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End of Tour - Extract Orders 
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Telegraph to Grandma Ella from Fort Lawton, WA 
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The B-24 Liberator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRODUCTION 

Date Introduced: 1942 

Manufacturer: Consolidated-Vultee Aircraft Corporation; Ford Motor Company; North American Aviation; Douglas Aircraft Company 

Number Produced: 18,400-21,000 

 
SPECIFICATIONS (B-24D) 

Crew: 10 (Pilot, Co-Pilot, Bombardier, Navigator, Radio Operator, Flight Engineer, Ball Turret Gunner, Tail Gunner and two Waist 

Gunners) 

Wingspan: 110 feet 

Length: 66 feet 

Maximum Speed: 303 miles per hour 

Cruising Speed: 175 miles per hour 

Maximum Range: 2,850 miles 

Engines: Four Pratt & Whitney R-1830-43s (1,200 hp each) 

Maximum Bomb Load: 8,000 pounds 

Armament: Eleven .50 caliber machine guns 



 
 

 

The B-24 Liberator 
 
 
 

More than 18,400 of this type were built, making it the most produced American wartime aircraft. It gained a distinguished war 

record with operations in the European, Pacific, African and Middle Eastern theaters. It followed in the footsteps of the other 

great American WW II bomber, the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress. 

 

The improvements over the B-17 were longer range, higher top speed, heavier bomb load, tricycle landing gear, quantum leap 

in wing design and performance. 

 

The Model 32 had a wingspan six feet greater than the B-17, but despite being longer, the wing area was 25% less than on the 

B-17. The high aspect-ratio wing reduced drag and provided greater fuel efficiency, but there was a tradeoff. The B-24’s wing 

loading was 35% higher than the B-17. The highly efficient airfoil was not as durable as the wing of the B-17, and could not 

withstand much damage and continue to fly. Although the wing of the B-17 was less efficient, it was perceived to withstand 

greater battle damage and still get its crews back home. 

 

Flak was a serious problem for the B-24 Liberator. The accuracy and concentration of flak over Europe was never 

contemplated during the design of the B-24. 

 

The original B-24s had integral fuel tanks to save weight and construction costs. They also lacked self-sealing equipment, 

making them more fire prone than the B-17. The B-24s that were built at the Willow Run plant, were prone to leaking, because 

strict temperatures for the building were supposed to be kept within a range of six degrees. Because this criterion was not 

followed, the aluminum in the planes produced minute cracks, which created leaks. To correct the leaks, bladder tanks had to 

be installed in the wings which increased weight and reduced the operating range. It was rumored that Luftwaffe pilots, who if 

given a choice, would prefer to attack the B-24 over the B-17. 

 

The B-24 became the natural choice for the war in the Pacific. In the Pacific, speed and range were more important and 

formation flying less. Flak was also less common and less accurate in the Pacific. In Europe, speed and range was less 

important than flying a tight formation. 

 

By March of 1944, Ford was producing one B-24H every 100 minutes, seven days a week. The supply of aircraft started to 

exceed the USAAF's ability to use them 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Interior View of 
Cockpit of B-24 
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13th Air Force, 307th Bomb Group - The Jungle Air Force "Long Rangers" 
 

 

The 307th Bombardment Group (Heavy) was activated in 1942 by the Army Air Corps Combat Command after an attack on 
Pearl Harbor thrust the United States in war with Japan. In succeeding years, the 307th's participation in World War II, the 
Korean Conflict and the Vietnam Conflict proved it to be one of the most renowned bombing units in military annals. 

On April 15, 1942, the 307th began operations as a B-17 Flying Fortress bomber unit at Geiger Field, Washington. Its first 
mission to guard the northwestern United States and Alaskan coasts against armed invasion prepared the group for its later 
role in the Pacific Theater of World War II. After patrolling the coastline of America for five months, the 307th's B-17s were 
replaced with the famous B-24 "Liberators". After completing a three-week familiarization program, the 307th relocated its 
entire cadre and 35 bombers to Hamilton Field, California. 

Three days later, the B-24s were deployed to Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands. Finally settled at Oahu, 307th bombers began 
search and patrol missions over the surrounding Pacific area. Mantaining a 24-hour vigil, the bombers were to avert any naval 
attack against the Hawaiian Islands. Stations were eventually set up on Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides on Jan 13, 1943; 
Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands on Aug 20, 1943; Los Negros, Admiralty Islands on Jun 1, 1944; Wake Island on Sep 3 ,1944; 
Morotai, New Guinea on Oct 17, 1944 and Clark Field, Luzon, Philippines on Aug 27, 1945. 

Group bombers received their first taste of combat December 27, 1942. Twenty-seven of the group’s aircraft were deployed 
from Oahu to Midway Island. From here, the B-24s staged their first attack against an enemy fortress on Wake Island. The 
enemy was taken by surprise during the predawn raid. Before Japanese units responded with a barrage of anti-aircraft fire, 
307th bombers had blasted 90 percent of the Wake stronghold. All aircraft returned safely from what was considered the 
longest mass raid of that time. (It was from this that the 307th Bomb Group became known as "the Long Rangers"). 

The 307th moved to Guadalcanal in February 1943. From their new location on the largest of the Solomon Islands, Group 
bombers attacked fortified Japanese airfields and shipping installations within the Southwest Pacific. At Guadalcanal, round 
support troops were subjected to massive air attacks by enemy bomber and fighter aircraft. On a warm day in March 1943, 
three waves of Japanese planes blasted the airfield, causing the greatest number of 307th casualties during the war. 

November 11, 1944, the 307th participated in the largest aerial strike of the South Pacific War. In conjunction with United 
States naval elements, group bombers pounded enemy war and merchant ships at Rabaul, New Guinea. amidst swarms of 
Japanese "Zeros" and heavy anti-aircraft fired, 307th aircraft released their bombs, leaving the port of Rabaul in complete ruin. 

Throughout the remainder of the war, 307th aircraft continued to cripple the debilitated enemy. Group elements neutralized 
Japanese forces at Yap, Truk, and Palau islands. Bombing strikes against Japanese shipping centers in the Philippines 
inhibited the enemy from gaining a further strong hold in the area. An unescorted attack by group aircraft against oil refineries 
at Balikapan, Borneo, October 3, 1944 helped assure an allied victory in the South Pacific. 

While in the Pacific, the 307th was awarded two Distinguished Unit Citations, one for an air strike against Truk on March 29, 
1944 and another for a strike against the refineries at Borneo on October 3, 1944. The group was also awarded the Philippine 
Presidential Unit Citation for its active role in the Philippines campaign. 



307th Bomb Group Patches - “The Long Rangers” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The 307th Bomb Group HQ Patch The Unofficial Long Rangers Patch The Official Long Rangers Patch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The 424th Squadron The 370th Squadron The 372nd Squadron The 371st Squadron 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Post War Years - Interesting items 



Letter from Senator Joe McCarthy regarding Dad seeking Regular Army Commission 
 
 

 

McCarthy was first elected in fall of ’45 

and took office in Jan ‘46 
 
 

 
Joseph McCarthy was born on November 14, 1908, 

near Appleton, Wisconsin. In 1946 he was elected to 

the U.S. Senate, and in 1950 he publicly charged that 

205 communists had infiltrated the U.S. State 

Department. Reelected in 1952, he became chair of 

the Senate's subcommittee on investigations, and for 

the next two years he investigated various 

government departments and questioned 

innumerable witnesses, resulting in what would be 

known as the Red Scare. After a televised hearing in 

which he was discredited and condemned by 

Congress, McCarthy fell out of the spotlight. He died 

on May 2, 1957. 



Letter from Ray Sabotke (of Ray’s Shoes) and Dad’s draft response on the back 
 

March 19, 47 

Bertram D 

Beltz 

Shawano, 

Wis 

 
Dear Sir 

Please send me the name of the 

store and also the owners name of your 

local Red Goose Dealer or the dealer in 

your city who carries the International 

shoe line. Thank you. 

Yours 

Truly Ray 

Sabotke 

p.s. 

on a separate letter send me your complete 

experience you have had in store work 

and in selling shoes also your ability to 

manage a shoe store. Also state your 

salary and if you intend to be married 



soon. 



Letter from Ray Sabotke (of Ray’s Shoes) and Dad’s draft response on the back 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I feel that I have had a very sound and 

practical training working with Pennies 

and am also sure that I have sufficient 

experience in selling shoe correctly also 

in keeping stock and store attractive 

- and am confident that I have a good 

judgement in buying all types of footwear. 

 
Lee and I hope we will be able to married in 

fall providing circumstances are favorable at 

that time. 

 
Respectively 

Bertram D Beltz 



 

The “Shoe Men” of the Midwest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Left to Right: 
Jim Kelly - Sales Manager, Grace Walker Women’s & Red Goose Children, Ray Sabotke - Beaver Dam, Owner of Martins Shoe Store, Ralph Heck - 
Sales Manager, John C Roberts, Kingway. Friedmas Shelby Division, Arnold Bush - Sales Grace Walker, Womens & Red Goose, Childrens, 
Unnamed, Ez Schaefer - Baraboo, Bert Beltz - Ray’s Shoes Watertown, Howard Donahie - General Manager of Friedman Shelby, Bob Fleming - 
Richland Center 

 
There is no date provide for the photo. 
The names were written in Mom’s hand writing with a note that the details were provide by Bert Beltz and John White 



 



Bert & Lee Beltz 
 


