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Reconnaissance / Mission Photos 
 
 

No dates or places were provided. 

 
There was an official document giving permission of release 

after security clearance 

 
The photo directly below you can see puffs of smoke after the 

bombs had exploded 
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Mission Report - May 9th, 1945 - Pg1 
 

Nakajima Ki-44 

This Mission was over enemy shipping 

lanes/ships in Makassar Straight 

 
4 enemy TOJO type A/C, painted black 

intercepted the two B-24s at around 10,000 

ft. TOJO type aircraft refers to the 

Japanese fighter Nakajima Ki-44 

 
A minimum of 6 enemy attacks occurred 

from 10 - 1 oôclock level and slightly higher 

 
One enemy aircraft was damaged and 

cowling was seen smoking 

 
B-24 A/C #179 was severely damaged and 

was lost with no personal losses reported 

 
The two B-24ôs stayed in formation 

throughout interception. 

 
B-24 A/C #276 (Dadôs plane) was holed in 

#4 engine, # 1 engine, #3 prop, flight deck 

and left vertical fin. 



Mission Report - May 9th, 1945 - Pg2 
 
 
 

A/C #276 (Dadôs Plane) took 16 

photos of harbor and Makassar Town 

 
Upon termination of interception by 

enemy fighters A/C #179 found it 

necessary to feather #4 engine. 

 
Both A/C jettisoned their bomb loads 

on course to base. 

 
At 17:00 hrs A/C #179 entered 

towering cumulus clouds. 

 
At 17:06 hrs radio message received 

from A/C #179 that he would probably 

have to bail the crew out over the 

Togian Islands. These were the last 

radio and visual contacts to be had 

with the unreported A/C #179 

 
All indications are that the missing 

crew either bailed out or ditched their 

aircraft in the vicinity of the Togian 

Islands, known to be friendly and will 

eventually be returned to this 

squadron. 



Mission Report - May 9th, 1945 - Pg3 
 
 

Nine 250 lb bombs were jettisoned in 

Makassar Straights 

 
1800 rounds of 50 caliber 

ammunition was used in combat by 

A/C #276 

 
A/C #179 was not listed as it did not 

return to base. 



Named 1st Pilot May 31st, 1945 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After being named 1st Pilot Dad flew 

mostly in capacity of 1st Pilot but there 

were a few documents that had him 

listed as co-pilot as well. 



 

No dates or names were with these 

photos. 

 
I presume they were on Morotai Island 

(the base of the 307th bomb group at 

that time). 

 
The man posing with Dad in three of 

the pictures I believe to be Lt Newman 

who was also a pilot in the 424th. 



Mission Report - June 7th, 1945 - Pg1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Primary Target was Labuan Personnel 

and Supply Area. 

 
This mission was part of the Air 

Support needed for the up coming 

Battle of Labuan. 

 
The Australian 24th Brigade invaded 

Labuan on June 10th, 1945. This was 

part of the overall Borneo Campaign. 

 
Lubuan and Victoria Harbor was 

scheduled to serve as harbor for British 

Pacific Fleet. There were also valuable 

airbases, rubber plantations and oil 

fields which would support the greater 

war effort. 

 
Bombing Results were excellent with a 

concentrated pattern of bomb hits from 

east to west. 90% of bombs were with 

in precise target limits. 



Mission Report - June 7th, 1945 - Pg2 
 
 
 

 

A/C #619 (Lt Willis) having bombed the target 

lost #2 engine due to an oil leak and proceed 

to Sanga Sanga Island on three engines 

 
A/C #215 (Lt Beltz) was assigned to cover this 

disabled plane 

 
A/C #550 made two runs on target accounting 

for variance in time of bombs away. 

 
No fighter covers was scheduled for this 

mission. 

 
5-23 x 260 lb and 1-15 x 260 lb fragmentation 

bombs were dropped over primary target 



Mission Report - June 7th, 1945 - Pg3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dad was pilot of A/P #215. 

 
Many of the men listed in the crew of A/P 

#215 day were in the original crew which 

left the states and were mentioned in the 

letter to Grandma Ella 

 
Lt - Deamicis - Bombadier 

Sgt Austin - Engineer 

Sgt Kosowski - Tail Gunner 

Sgt Baker - Radio Operator 

Sgt Haines - Nose Gunner 

 
Under A/P #377 

Lt McCabe is listed at Navigator (3rd 

Name) 

 
I have spoken with his son Jim McCabe 

several times. He lives in the Richmond 

Virginia area. He is the historian for the 

307th bomb group association. 

 
He was aware of the ñBeltzò name 

through his review of historical records 

as both men served in the 424th at the 

same time. 



Mission Report - June 7th, 1945 - Pg4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flight Schedule for Mission. 

 
Dad was part of the 424th squadron 

and listed as pilot in A/P #215. 

 
Take off time was scheduled for 11:30 



Mission Report - June 7th, 1945 - Photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

An Allied map showing Australian and Japanese movements on Labuan Island and a mission photo of the same area. 

I believe the mission photo shows the same area as the map though the orientation is different. 

In my opinion the two red arrows mark the same location coming into Victoria Harbor 


