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1944a.t (1 left fPairiie Ld,

was t,o 06 Hickinan Ji'ieldon the Island

l"ed. atll1oklna'n ear).y in tha afternoon of the 17th.

short stay in Hawaii we noticed some small 1'8
, h-~(l

Japanese" done 1f~hen they pulled, their
;eas,rl ,Harbor. We h"ad an oPPQI',t,unity to vis it

Beach, and many other sights, famous of aiL
On the m~rning of the 19th Vi,e took off' for Canton Island. After

hour trip we arrived ~t this lonelyPaciiic.lsland to

.rest, for the night. Dyson and I slept out Ln the plane t

to lt6e~ .~ard. ~arly in the morning .we took off, this time for

Guada.oanal. ; ';;''16 remained at, the Canal for 10 "days. vVfj spent

~ most of Our. ,time flying fuel comsumptiOll, attending classes, and

._.1:

gett1ngfJ,sed. to'ths tropicfj~ It ra:l.ned a'lmost every dE\Y the

humidity was unbearable for the first few days.

On the morning of June 3rd VJe left the Canal for 1'...013 roe

Island where we are presently ste;tj.oned.. We were assigned

30'7 B.G. 3"11st ·Sqdw •.The Admiralty Islands are located just 0

the coast of BewGuinea, where the 13th Air Force is pres

01 around the \~orld. l~o sooner had we settled down

ope rat , This was p~r final destination .. ''tVe flew nearly 1/2

ading list
;for our fiX'st mission. The day we were all looking :forwEu:d to



Mission # 1

was Truk Island. This Bomb ~roup received a
oitatio'n :forits raids on T.ruk. We encountered
fronts a.nd th~ v;tsH)ili ty was practically zsro ..

s from the target we got separated from t

formation, in a large ,cloud.. Thus we hurst out of the

over th6 target without 'the pro t ect ton of the formation. A

lone bomber (luc'k soup for fighh=n,' planes. We unloosed our

bombs and scurried back for home. We considered cur-se e e ve

fo d, "zeros' Our first
mission was over . our journey home w with()ut

June 9, 1944 l\Uaeion# ~:

leland was again our target. The 'Weather was a little

batta:e today, We reached the target at 11: A.M. No sooner were

8 Hzsrosrt scooped down on our formation. They
-cur plane but ace red no hits. Ack) was

generally inactive, and unaccura.te, although we did

•• recaive ,
tal small flak holes in our wings. Our journey

homewae wi tho-tlt mishap.



June 11, 1944 Mission If 3

For the third consecutive time our target was Truk.
This important enemy base in the Pacific waS t a tcrri c
pounding from both the 307th and the 5th Bomb Groups.
dropped our bombs on the target amidst heavy A.A. fire. This
This time 15-20 Jap ghter p1~na8 pounced on us) consisting of

ro s, Hamps and their newest fi:-;hter)~[iojo. RF:Jreceived C100Ut

10 holes in the fuselage. but no ae ri ous damage occurred no.one was injured. Our journey home went without hap,

June 15, 1944 Mission If 4

Again Truk was our t t. Penetrated the usus bad .

weather and 81'1' ed over the target on echedu led time.

1".. was mo rately heavy. The fighters today were excep t I

~co~ing in at 1 0'cl0 erally and brea CtS

oLo s e as a lC 0 o d.rop (1many rial
ph o 110 roue t omo...:; 80.;'\8 com r comfort.

1'8 ly took ~ p t od ch eve ly mOVf3

knockout punch. Man;y reG e:CE;lst ed,



ssionf): 5

Truk again wa,s our -t ar-get , Not much to write about

today. Tile target was completJ'~ covered and Ol11' bombs were

dropped on E. T. A. Our journey home want without mi

•
June t 19

Our t t this t IBlan~ another enBmy atr
hold. The t t was farther away than T o were o

to 1 Island and rocos on to Y ,10 t

the VI> Ja:t r lon ~o never saw 1 Is
So, we went on to oomb t t ,.,yo,......,~. la Island.
A small weather d , Our

j ()11 and wi t nout

)
7.



July 13, 1944 Mission 11"::10

Yap was our target. Bombs we r e su('eGssfull~l pe

on the ~arget. Ack, , lAas B. The f1 tars ~ers

va S8~V8 and succoed in dORni 011e B-24., ~~ltLG

hit in t 0 engines 11

losine; tit rapi
b.i t the ':'J ["t e r

r ee aurv rvers w s re t e r pi c ke d r

July 19, 1 ssion 11

Yap was in hit hard. Only 3 interc or8 came at us,
one h~ shot d ~\D 0(11' nosc

journey homo ~UG witnout rnis



·'

July l'a, 1944
. rnc~ludtng Sa arch-I;::,

, Again we hit Yap, ccnoen t Lng on the r strip. A

good percentage of hits ~ere seen. ~. A. Was me e but
accurate. A zero made ~ vertical pass 11:00. were
all firing at him. although he ~aB smo

Ie suc~ee a in COnno
ing with 2 '20mm~ one in our left w ue twe en numbs r

es. It severed the d outc;levo e , and kno

hyCiraulic tern. The

200 1:101«3£1. • knoot; r

i.l i zer off. los
one ~~s hurt. Our pi t e a 09 U l 1 land 11fJ t t.e

July , 194.4 ItMission if 13

Our t twas Ie Island. It tUI'rH'.ld out to be a
real milk run. No Lnt erce pt ion and no i'J.. A. f1 re ,

4, 1 as Lo n If 14

was our t t. No interes ion. he avy A. A.

at of our t ','11311 :30 e nedup, 80 0111'ts nave been rat

outfit is mov off tto ooast of e~ Guinea.



Thia island is infested with masqui t ces; There are a lot

of fighter s ra. The Jape are only 4 miles 0 ,the
i:r.tland ,New a. We can hear the steady 1'e oJ

our (,riving t;h(3 deeper deeper into t

Th re nItteri

a aocanut tree which 't got its top shot 0 A lot 0

dead Ja.ps w removed. re were 998 Japs on this small
is • 996 we kil Lne ot r two were taken prisoners •
The stink of thir bodies ~s still around. Wreeked

planes

from hel."ef,

be all ,over the Isl hitting Pal au
"t\~

Hope and histroupe"24th. Wakcie 3 hours
:from the ra.lties.



AUgllst.28, 1944 Iliissi.on# 16

For the first time we hit Palau Islands. took
off from Wakade Island sho ly before 8 a.m. The target
was Kove.!'Island. Gohcentrating on s ly a r eas and el
stores. There was no interception but the A. A. was
intense and aoourate. I still at not getting one
Single hole in our ship. It WaS the worst Adk, Ack t

307th has ever en e rad . On8 of d ships Wf..:,S hit

by a direct burst of A. Its right wing came a

and the entire plane fell art and went down in a
blazing ball of 'flames. No one was sean to bailout.
The 372nd is really having tough luok of late. Palau.•
is gOihg to be a rough mission from now on.

Ju~y 22. 1944 ssion # 17

Our crew ew a search mission t 12 I

didn't o to
r t ir buddies. Ws found lat8r t t

credit for a B~rike.

August 29, 1

Our pildt was apPointed as f11 commands rIa-nil

promoted to first lieuten



Setptamber 2, 1944 Miss1on/f 18

Palau WaB again our target hitting Kovor town. Vie

had unusually good weather. We dropped our bombs from'

16,000 et. We had as a aqdn . 95~~hits. ,Ack was

again terrific. But the S(;pladrons who followed us really

got it, especially the 424th, who lost a ship. ~ men were

seen to bailout. Our trip back was without mishap.

September 5, 1944 ae i on ;~ 19

Palau was again our t t. Our spaci c t twas

the Airdrome on PeLeLu Island. Vie carried 5-hundred-pound

bombs. The runway constructed of concrete. We really

plastered it. .l1.ck! w·as he av;y, moderate, and accurate.
No shipp were 10 the up to the t t WE}

spotted a huge r i.can task force is to invacle Palau.

So, today's mission will probably be the last on Palau.

The trip homeward was qUi $ and without mis ~ men were
pioked up on ti's craw which w down on the 2nd

of sept.

September 1D to 22, 1944

We we in Australia on leave.



September 30, 1944 Mission # 20

••

The entire Island was buzzing ~ith the panding mission.
The place was crowded with news correspondents. This
was all for'a good reason. We were going to pull tbe
longest bombing mission in the history of the South Pacific
w;)rwith Japan. Our target was Borneo. in the Nether-
lands East Indies. One of Japanls most vital oil supply
bases. Taka-off time '.\1:..1B s cheduIed for 1:20 A.IIl. 72 planes
carrying almost 100 tons 'of bombs -we re scheduled to take-

off. The we r was vary good 1 the way up to the
target. r~to our disappointment~the target was com-

p t~ly covered with clouds. fighters rose to battle
V'~1t[1 us. The~r stood with us for 215 minutes and I doubt
if there Vias a round of ammunition left in the entire
sque.rd ron •. We dropped our bombs thru the clouds and we

never saw them hit. The Acki .Ack was heavy. mode l:a.te.and
fairly accurate. lost about 5 planes. Our squadron
and all its came back. It waS a long mission last-
ing 15 1/2 hours. ,.be cause of the cloud coverage .•it
didn1t turn out as successful as was expected. loamior
sure looked good to see afn,



·~

October'{ 1944

Today was the most d.isasterolls day in the h:isto of

the. 13 A.A.}!'. And one of the aade at days of my life.
Every time I think of it, I'm thankful that I was lucky not

to have bean one of the boys that flew on this fateful '
day. The 307th Bomb Group was practically annihihted over

-Borneo. The Ack over the target was the heavest and most
accurate in the history of the 13th's experience. 75 to
100 fighters intercepted our .ama'l I formation. There was-
n't i ship out of the 24 that wasn't hit. In all we lost
ten planes. The remainder made it back but in such a

condition as to remedy redline! for a long time. The
cas u a.I ty list waa great. Three of my be friends were
amongst' them. The (Sweda) better known as Mil tEl Laaon ,

of Mora, Minnesota, an old time gunnery school bunk

mate. was shot down over t target. Four men were sean
to bailout but no one knows who they are. Don r,
another friend of mi ne,was in tIle same plane. Joe
Mi1ru.ls}~iof MEj)10ney City. who came in the army v~ith me

and d witl me 11 now, was by a mm

Whick laded in s ball turret, knocking or~aof his
legs off, and chances are be might 10S6 the ot r one.
Hats going horns, but not the way he hoped. He had a lot
of guts-enough to pull ~imse out of the tar after

.his leg had been shot off. Othe:r pla.nes eraahsd in the



jurtp;lo e , and, WIne eU t ," (i. Some on rv have be en

pi d up. Y98, it ~ura was a happy day for those

yellow-bellied pygmies. But, we'll get even yet: It
was a mistake t a costly mistake On the part of our Leade rs

who unde n-ea t tmat ed trle strength of the Jape on Ba Li Ic.papan ,

in Borne o , I feel lousy. I hope !:!Ii1t , and Flake turn up'



Mission # 21

back to s time it was all

errclrely at ry. r was clear. and t

started with t smoke
Jilires 2000

as
gl1.1\ 20 ~

at hf gh weretarget to a terti c poun

g up as e

of P. 47's took off with o squadrons of P. ~
from Morett, Halmahara and arr d at the t t j be re

we did. What followed was one for the boo t Jap

fighter planes too'k:) from the run-waYt our P.4?'s pounced
on them and shot them down. The ones that did were

by the 38! IS who s wo rk of t ever

10 :lnterc:eptors our formation, but
e ct 1:10

ts w

cause of the 1

for k o~f

I

e e r ed to e aco U$ to the tar t.

stance , many of t to b 1

AckJ Ack over t target waa 01'1S0 ,

V6l.'Y e. Yes" was a b for Toj
s bOYS. B ieE! 1 of the eviat i or

t air reeSl< se missions are
news. ire ssion ted. 17 hours. t o t it

o to an instrument 1. because of
t weather here at Basmfar. group didn't lose a

t but one of our pilots was wounde d, I haven! t f

BS to w ther or not they back to the base.
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19 t~Ml!.;lsionrr 23

Loade.d vdth .5I 1 b,. bombs" we t off
Our at on was to, bomb any e ",.;"".1..

8:
eJap ca rgo ships. Drop down to 200 we made

six dl rent runs on ships. and strafinglwe

sunk 2, d 2) and left the fifth in flames. On our
home we flew over a on recollIaaissance.

encountered some light, intense t and inae.l e, ank.
was a highly successful m sion, a s: our

caps. We landed at Mo ai, refueled and returned to

October 26, 19

To we \Fie re loe
who were ki when the iI' plane
It was to be their rat ss

t f

've been on
for

engaged part of it do

d on the
The Navy

job. T.l.

antic on a
force around the llipine area. ready e

a

VII 1 turn to theb ·t naval battle of war.



October 29, 1944

We took- :00 A.M. e h 1 bomb- t

a :3 lb. bomb 10 ware supposed to at
refuel and t er e t res. However, ar
wa were an because of b

t o r.
p ro cee Ii at; Morot rlnsd

of t so VH~ took 0 and. d hare

o o be r Miss:lonl

Our t twas ad Airdrane on Nagros I in

the ipines. took-off at 1:30 and a were
9:10 A.M. The target was

res were
at concussion of the
off could be up 1('1

v~ fa ion was

1 we conte
rough 11'J8 r

a I 29? . of



IVI
..; -If.,I"on If

6 t our targErt was teante

the Phil s. took 0

and d i e :00. We were t

BO on

at 3:00 iiI.

plane
ill the group. Just before 1i\8 arrt ved at target we
to jettison t bomb- t rods holding t bomb-

bay tank jarrL."n€l the Le bomb- doort so it would open

only part of the way. However. we dropped our bombs
they hit the t ee had all bean e e

11 of a lot of e r s we only saw o or three~
were ed one B 's as

8CO but nause of b weather at rot Jl ne ve r

t 0

01'13,

of anEle

the ght reo To 01

we ware s B

many ral h r

We 'were kept a1}Jake 1.' 1-1/2 hours. We the llow


