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Three enamy planes dropped bombs at 1900 hours neap the beach,
There was 70 damage. AA fire was moderate,

Then at 2000 hours three more raiders came in; intense red tracer
fire ignited the sky. The bombload fell at the uncompleted air stirip.

At C300 hours a lone Nip fighter strafed a nearby crea,daraging a
plane, It then dropped a good sized bomb, Many lights were on at the
base because of the confusion whether an air raid alert was on,

AA response was late and weak,

Again at 0415 a lone regular zero fighter hovered in sight at 5000 feet
over the base, Heavy fire from our 2A batteries was directed at the
aircraft, Our aim was bad, The plane did rock several times but this
=ight have been evasive action,

Sept,30,1944 At 1940 a lone ehemy recon fighter flew fairly low over the base,

Cet.l, 1944

Oct.3, 1944

Oct,.7, 1944

Oct.8, 1944

Oct.9, 1944

Oet, 11,194,

AA bursts sent up a moderate barrage, Neither side suffered “amage,

At 2100 a lone enemy fighter drorped a bamb harmlessly, ‘We rezponded
with light ack-ack fire as the enemy winged it homeward,

At 0610 an enemy recon 'Dinzh' bomber dropped some bombs and made

a quick getaway, For simple identification the 11,5, gave Jap bombers
girls names and the fighters hoys nazes. Sporadic A: volleys did not
disturb them,

An enemy night raider placed six bombs near the crash strip,then

sped away, There was no AA fire, A P=-Al night fighter tock scme

futile machine gun bursts at the intruder, Time 0300, One U.3, s-ldier
was killed and several injured,

At OLLO a Jap bomber ctuised slowly and low, It released zix beombs
without effect, We had a night fighter airbourme searching out the
enemy. When the Jap returned over the %arget area, our spotlizht
caught the Nip briefly, Strong AA fire was hurled up, It is stated
but not confirmed the aircraft was damaged,

At OLO5 a lone Nip rlane drorped four bombs, Then it evaded S0mm
£A Runa to escape,

At 0330 a Jap bomber released five bombs hitiing the new fuel démp
near the runway, TWo separate revetments caught fire with large
explosions resulting, One hundred barrels of fuel (5500 gallons)
were destroyed, Emergency crews extinquished the conflagration but
heavy smoke hovered over the srot,

At OL20 another enemy raider drorred five bombs in same area with
no damage,

0ct,23,19L4 At 2100 hours a Jap plane dropped a phospherous bomb harmmlessly in

the peninsular area, There was no A fire,



MOROTAI AIR RAIDS
0et.24,19LL At 2100 a lone Nip raider sneaked in dropping two heavy phospherous

bombs near the docks. Twenty of our men were injured,some seriously.
Then, the aircraft strafed ineffectively. AA was very weak and late,

0ct.25,1944 At 2145 an enemy intruder dropped several bombs north of the alr strips
near the artilery positions, We sent up moderate AA to no avail, No
i damage resulted for wither side,

0ct.26,19LL At 2315 a few bombs dropped hirmlessly neap our infantry position,
Cur heavy calibre AA shot at the lone Jap without success,

Cet, 31,1944 At 0530 it was still dark. The early mormning shift rechers were
retuming from the mess hall, A red alert was on, Suddenly, machine gun
sputterings were heard and strafing tracers observed, AA fire was
noderate, The hostile craft retired safely, Considering the worst over,
the a.m, shift left in a jeep for the air strip.

Without warmning AA guns opened up fiercely, Jumping out of the

vehicle 'Cus' and I hugged the sides of the road, Six Jap planes

let loose with incendiary bambs which miraculously missed many parked
2=24's, AA hit one Nip and sent him smoking into the sea, Then,came

a zarvelous sight,,another Wsing Sun plane was caught in 3 crossfdre
and disintegrated in mid-alr. Another two planes ware considerdd

shot down, Jap strafing wounded one soldier, The rlanes could =asily
be seen in the dawn licht, 2s a sidelizht, one of our 2-24 'Snocpers'
returning from a night harassing attack was shot at in error,

The zirdrome was partly covered with a pall of smoke,Damage was slizht,
It is felt that Jap 'Samp'fighters ard a 'Setty'bomber ware in raid,
The official communique claims four of the seven raiders were shot down,

Nov, 5,19LL At 0315 five Japanese agrcraft sttacked this base, “our phospherous
and other bombs fell near the air strip without effect, Znemy strafing
failed also, Cur A% was modarate

Nev, 6,1944 At 0130 hours four enemy aircraft raided Vorotal dropring bombs at
an unkmown spotand relsasing one harmlessly near the Fitoe runway.,
AA was heavy and drove the enemy away, Our night fighter shot down
one and the enemy plane plizmeted with a greenish faze into the sea,
AA hit another nlane and claimed 4t probably could not have returned
to its base (probadly Halmahera).

Another attack followed. One plane hovering hizh was caught in sur
searilights, Cur A%'s attention was focused on this twin ergine plane,
As this aeroplane slipred away,another plane »flying treetop low,
sneaked in and drorred two magnesium bembs blowing up two F2LY's and
danaging three others, Pesides this, a Meavy derolition bamb explodnd
hamlessly near the strip,being dropped by another raider, Yot only
that, but a fire fMashed up at nearty hama strip ~here one P-L0 was
destroyed and seven others damaged,

At OLOO our searshlipghts picked out ancther plane but it sscared st
the same time another sneak enemy intruder released rore incendaries
on the strip without effect.

it 0L30,finall~, the "all clear" was sounded,

Zight enemy planes s a conservative esti=ate of enanmy planes that
came over this evening,



Nov.7,15L4

Yov.®,19LL

Nov,9,1944

Nov.10,19LL

Yov,11,15LL

MOROTAI AIR RAIDS

At O4LLS a Nip "Dinak" bomber swocped down on Pitoe strip and
spread ocut 21 small bombs, 6 of them duds, Two bambs went thru
the wirgs of a Navy PV-l Ventura, One Navy man was injured in the
Fead with shrapnel, The enemy also strafed without effect. The
attack was such a surprise that AA did not respond,

The air raid 'alert'extended from 0330 to 0500, Four Jap planes,
igroring poor weather, attacked at O4Ll5 dropping a phospherous bomb
near the infantry perimeter and 16 small bambs in the woods, Foor .
visibility made their alm bad, AR was weak,

At 0300 an erezy plane dropped a phospherous bomb at the wood's edge
near the strip, AA fire was light,

At OL1S a 'Dinak' plane strafed and bombed Pitce strip destrozing
two B-2S's completely and damaging three others near the transient
eanp, which was also badly damaged, Our 1501 calibre AA opened up
and blasted the hostile craft sending it down in flames, The crew,
who were hurled out,lay many yards from the wrecked plane, One of
our sguadron members was injured by shrapnel.

3¢ 0330 two enemy planes hoversd nearly five miles out at sea,
One drorped a phospherous bamb harmlessly into the ccean, Then
we lost contact with them,

Setween 0700 and 0500 'ip planes made three passes at U,>, rositions.
all attacks were ineffactive, Our AA was moderate,The first pass-
two phospherous bombs fell,the second pass-ordinary banbs dropred =
the final thrust was a strafing attack without warning.

MCRCTAI AIR RAIDS

Nov.12,19L4 - At 0330 hours, the usual striking time, the enemy made two

Nov.13,19L%

Nov. 131544

futile passes, The initial approach resulted in one heavy
bozb and a phospherous one falling without effect, Sundry
bormbs were dropped on the second try. AA fire was intense,

- Pre-dawn, a lone enemy dlane flew thru the fog over Morotai,

After circling for some tize, he jJettisoned two phosphercus
bombs at random. AA fire was sporadic,

= Threa pre-dawn passes by the Japs filled, The first resulted

in our neglizible AA response, The second plane was caught in
our searchlight, It must have been darmaged agmewhat, The last
pass brought heavy AA fire into action, Sombs dropped scuth
of Pitoe strip without effect,

Nov.16,19LL - An enemy ralder drooved a cluster of small bambs near ‘ama.

Nov,22,19L4 - A% R000 hours lizhts were on and movies showing, There was a

common place 'yellow' alart on, Sutdenly, an aireraft,with
l4ghts on, swept in and drotped bombs, Soldiers scrambled
madly over sach other and ran for shelter, Our ii opened up,
VYaments later our searchlicrhts causht the low-flving Nip
cruising low with its lights out, All calibres of AA let loose,
The eneny plane caucht fire and plunged into the sea nesrdy.



After that, more ralders came in individually. ilthough °'_“,‘f'
rlanes in orotected reveiments received the greatest pounding,
scattered camp areas were also hit, In sll from 2000 to 2730
hours, when the 31l clear scundad, 2t lesst nine eneny planes
had bombed this island base, Fires and explosions ;lluz:l.-._a:cd
the sirdiro=e like daytime. Sometirzes our searchlishts would
pick out a Nip and the AA would belch out at the .:xigh tarsets,
One other plane is listed as protably destroyed. It was lasE
seen slowly sinking but not in flames, Ir:clud‘.:-.gl b:rbgrs 4
enany planes attacked us, "hree of our men were killed outright
and at least efght wounded, Our aircralt lo-<ses on the sround

were stagcering:

L destroved Zamapad location(iir strip)
f‘ﬁ 4 ¢ ritoe
2.25 3 est 9 est Pitoe
Fv-1 1 1 Filce
A=20 7 6 aama
totals 15 23

Sone reports say damaged planes were =more than listed above,

MORCTAI AIR RAIDS

Novw.2L,19L4 - At 0330 about four enemy planes raided the sirdromes and
surrounding tent areas, Our searchlightsspotted one Nip
but it was too high forfaA. lleavy Zamage was done to our
parged aircraft, On Pitoe a FRLY-1 was destroyed by direct hit,
At Jama, two RAAF beaufighters were destroyed and five others

- damased, Our personnel losses were 3 dead and 11 wounded,

Bright fires zlowed in the sky that night, There was smouldering
fire visible most of the next day,

Nov.2L,1904 - Trom 2030 to 2200 the Japanese Air Force struck us, ¥ine planes

bozbed and strafed, On Pitoe, direct hits drestroyed an 048-10
and a B-25, Other planes received insignificant bullet holes,
A few daisycutier bombs dropred on an abandoned area near the
79th tent area. The whirr of bambs falling wes clzarly audible
in cur trenches, AA was heavy, We had six nightfighters up., It
is clained that a hostile plane fell into the bay.

Nov,25,1944 = Shortly after midnight ,0030, a lone Nip plane sneaked in strafing
then fYed, A string of anti-perscanel hombs adropped, 4 tire in th
T3th motor pool had bullets in it,

»
L]

Nov,25,19L4 - At 1515 hours an unidentified aircraft flew over, Light defensive
AA was sent up, The plane was caught in our spotlight, Zvilently,
it was a high altitdde reconnaissance mission.the plane nade no
hostile =oves,

At 2045 ,however, another Jap rlane swept in without amisg.
It strifed ard drezped three bombs without sffect, Mir i1t Zire
was belated,

Yov.24,1944 - About three enemy rlanes struck at Fitoe with bombs and strafing,
Sivouack areas were also targets, (n the taxivays two T-7's were
“enolished, Other planes had scatiared bullat noles. .- wns ~eazre.
Qur night fighters wore aloft.



nov.:"?.l‘ju e

Nov,.29,19L% -~

Nov,30,1544~

L) -
At CL30 *wo Jap planes scatterad a cluster of borbs =% e aisdp-
Jne homb fell 20 feat fron ih i e Rk
> <0 Jeet fron the tar rmuniayjoither s=all tohs —4s
b feidiieu : her s=a 23 s
comrlately, 0 was moderate. TisNt fizhtars tere o

s TS|

At 0100 a lcme enermy sortie came in behind a landi
3-2
droppad a cluster of small bombs without effect, :A“ was ;;’oﬂrato.

Co t
"::&mnm'n.m- of other nearby Jap planes, prevented much

Four Nip planes bombed the air base at 0310, A hazy s
. rote

::o eneny, AA was soderate, On Wama strip two P-L’?s :ng des:;:;ed

ree dazaged, On Pitoe,two PV-1 Venturas were “arolished, Cne b'-b.
landed in the coTal rimway making a hole that had 2o be filled im
Or.l:zer .baa‘::s missed airdrome facilitiesa, In the 79th tent a.';a 1"0.
Water tank was slightly damaged; some tents had shrapnel hcle; E
Our forces claim that one of our night fizhters shot down a '.".;o rlane

Dec. 3,19LL = At 2300 our anti-aircraft units opened up lightly into the hazy sky.

990.6,19550 .

o8e. 7,194, -

Nec.2,194L - At 0345 about five Jap planes entered the bay area, Two of the

DBe.9,194L = At 0300 two hostile aircraft amproached Morotai from the South,

Ividently, an enemy reconnaissance aircraft was overhead, This was
also the nizht that our intellizence sent out an 'invasion' alert,
It is reported that the enemy plane was probably damaged,

in enemy aircraft jettisoned same =mall bombs mostly 4n the nearbdy
sea, but one bomb landed harmlessly neap Wama strip, Time was 0330,
Our AA was heavy enough to keep the enemy high in the clouds,

At 0230 a Nip plane avoided our intense AA fire by remalining at
hizh altitude, Mo bombs were dropped droording to reporis,

planes were caught in our lights at very high altitude, Heavy AR
guns sent up volleys without effect except to keep them away, It
19 believad that at least one plane Zdropped his banbs into the sea,
Our night fighters also chased and fired at enemy planes.

Our night fighters engaged them, and a '3ufe! tyme floal plane
dropped seaward in flames about five rmiles off shore, “he other
slane eveddently turmed back, Our AA was inactive with our fighters up.

Dec.10,194, - Between 0315 and OL1S Nirponese aircraft made “hree patses at this

Dec.15,19L4 -

base, The first saw a high altitude craft heading north, drop boobs
hamlessly near the air strip, On the second, they released three
one hundred pounders in the 79th tant area, “ne landed 25 aris froe
the latrine, which was pderced with shrapnel, .another dropped in
adfacant brush,.the third knocked sky hizh a tent in a nearby area
with an AA rosition, This plane also fled northward with our spotlish
on it, Heavy AA was hurled un, -he third pass was a complate surprice as
the enemy scattered small six pounders on Wama strip without effect,

At 0300 a drizzling rain was falling. ‘he bad weather cauzed a lone
enemy sortie to drop three bombs with effect beyond our Infantry
perimeter, Our A\ rasponse was weak,



Jec,17,10LL = A% 0315 the weather cleared somewhat after the earlier heavy rains,
Two Nip nlanes dropred two bombs each, The first plane cane over high;
she other dove Trom a hizh altitude to medium before releasing its
losd, The bombs landed at “ama with no Z:mage, Only our big a4
was used and moderately.

Dec.20,19L4 = At OL30 a lone Jap »lane haphazardly dropred saveralbombs harmmlessly
near the shoreline, ‘he weather was only cleoar up hizh, ‘e re-lied
with moderate AA barrages.

Dec,20,194L - At 19LS during a yellow alert, the usual {1lumination was visihle
at our base operations building under the conttol tower, I was
working in the shack there., The records of the day were being reviewed,
Suddenly, a twin engine plane swept in from the west, dropping a cluster
of small bambs,then strafed, Damage was negligible except several small
holes in the rumway., Immediately, we smoothed them over, AA was light
- and very late,

Dec,23,19LL - At 0300 two enemy planes cruised over the base thru the hazy sky. Cur
AA was sporadic shooting up at the 5700 foot hizh tarset. A string of
bombs dropped without effect near the small RWAF operations shack,

Dec.2L,130LL - At 2200 hours,Christzas eve, three eneny bombers dropped about twelve
mediun bombs campletely demolishing a B-24 and a P-47. Other parkad
vlanes received scrathhes, Two enamy craft were followed eastward hizh
across the sky with our strong searchlights., AA was moderate,

We lost a Sritish Spitfire fighter which was sent down in flarmes
in the bay. They have been used zs nizhtfighters the past few nishts,
They are maneuverable and good for short Aistance interception,

Nec,25,190L~ At 2230 ,without warming, a surprise sortle released several bochs
without damage west of the air strips, AA was meagre, The moon was so
bright that the plane was visible when dropping his load, Several very
s=23ll bombs dropred neara spare loose propellor on the =round without
scratching it,

Dac.26,194L~ The =ovie show was running smoothly at the 24 Service outfit,
de-ly, at 2035 our 50 calibre 2A was shooting up, An enenmy
twin-engine bomber streaked rizht over the trecs abeve us and avervone
scattered,flattening out, Some fellows were brulsed in the confusiosn,
It is not known whether the enery dropped bombs,

Dec,27,10LL - At COLS another Rising Sun plane arrived "unanmounced
Our li-ht AA opened up, Soldiers tumblad out of cots into foxholes
quickly, fAgain it is not known “hether bambs were droroed,

O8c.28,19LL - At OLOO an eneany dlane dove from high altitude to a mediur one,
relezsing small bambs, Our flak was heavy; aim was not good, Our
searchlights were used sparidgly, There was no <damage either side,

Jan. 4,19L5 - At 2345 hours, an enemy aircraft dumped five or more bombs into
the ocean some distance from the air strips. The plane flew high above
a top overcast sky. Oub AA was only of harassing nature,

Jan, 6,1945 - Mid-afternoon (probably 1600) an enemy aircraft sped over Morotai
on reconnaissance, It caused the base unaware, Above statement is
T tunofficial,?



Jan, 6,1945 - Mid-afternoon (probably 1600) an enemy aircraft sped over Morotal
on reconnaissance, It caused the base unaware, Above statement is

T tunofficial,!

Jan, 82,1945 - At 6145 the red alert had scarcely sounded when two hostile planes
appeared overhead, The first one dove,releasing four bambs..two of
them killed efght men instantly, ™wo others died later, Total
personnel casualties rrached ten killed and thityy-One wounded. These
soldiers were located at AA positions and in hospital areas near the
beach, A few moments later another plane dove,dropping bombs to no effect
AA response was negligible,, Zveidently, the YNips objective was the
large gas tank but they missed,

Jan, 9,1945 - Around 0300 four Ni-ponese planes attacked, Sime bombs dropped in the
bay; others landed hammlessly near the beach, One of our P-6l
nightfizhters rose to intercept and shot down a Jap 'Betty'bomber
in flames. It made a bright 1light in the skies a3 it screamed seavard,

Jan, 11,1945 - shortly after 0300 a Jap dive bomber dove a considerable distance
then released three heavy hambs some space apart. A F-7(phote 8-21.5
was destroyed on the ground in flames, Six men of ours,caught on the
ground nearby, received some shrapnel wounds, Cur AA was meagre;
our defanse depended upon night fighters who failed to halt the assault,

NOTE- Observation- D-Day on Morotai was Sept.15,19L4. From that date to Jan,15,19L5
(when *he 79th left) Morotai had 30C red alerts and 235 yellow alerts.®

From Sept 15 to Yept 27 there were probably 6 enemy air raids
The 79th arrived Sept 27 and left Jan.l5
After Jan 15 there were only a counle airraids, the last being Mar.22,1945
The 79th probably weee hit by 61 plus air raids. This leaves about 9
air raids to account for which were protably raids to other parts of
Morotai area or planes over our airdrome area that I was not aware of
during a red alert,

Data for air raids listed above and other occurrences was gls=aned
from official commniques,fighter control, and most of it from personal
observation from either my tent area,duty at airba-e,and in a few instances
while traveling by jeep to and from air strips, "'hen in do'bt,conservarive
figures were used, Number of attacking planes were orobably understated,
Sundry suspected hostile recon planes are not fully listed, I regret the
report above lacks a personal touch because they were copled verbatim from
a notebook written at the time(which I still have,)Many fascinating stories
as to where I was during raids could fill a small booklet,

#* US Adr Force Official records f}so lists 78 air raids,
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