FOREWORD

he
The events of nearly a half century ago tend to fade into t
background of the past, but some are etched deeply enouggt;ngg ;gild
memory to remain as peak experiences. Such were.tye eve gt
War II for the two and one-half years of my participation. An % i'
even the salient experiences of this time need augmentation to br ng
the entire memory picture back into clearer focus. For this pgrpos

I kept a diary in which I set down, not only the majo; activit e::
but also the ancillary events of this time that contributed to the
whole experience: I have recently obtained a copy of this diary from
John and Kitty Lacy which they have kept intact through these several
decades. My own copy has been lost somewhere along the years.

As I read this narrative, I continue to be amazed that ten young
men, of which I was the oldest at twenty-three, could, in the short
time of not much more than a year, be trained to operate as complex a
machine as the Liberator bomber with its offensive and defensive
systems. That these young men, gathered from cities, towns and farms,
could in such a short time be formed into functioning bomber crews,
capable of flying long range operational missions across hostile seas
to strike formidable targets and returning intact for the most part.
Much credit must be given to the military training system of the time,
but much credit must also be given to the young men themselves. It is
truly an example of human ability to learn and to accomodate.

~ .With a few additions for the purposes of explaining and clarifyir
this®a copy of the original diary which was penned in an Australian

school notebook.
EARL L. AJJOHNSON
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PERSONAL DIARY OF EARL L. JOHNSON, BOMBARDIER SERVING WITH THE 371ST
BOMBARDMENT "SQUADRON, 307TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP OF THE 13TH AIR FORCE

16 Sepot. 44 Hamilton Field, California. We are about ready to leave
Hamilton Field. ATC* will take us overseas I think. I am busy packing
this morning. Expect to go to POE (point of embarkation)tomorrow morn-
ing.

17 Sept. 44 Moved across the field to POE this morning. Have been pro- -
cessing and attending lectures today. The boys from Tonopah (sad sacks)
arrived last night.

22 Sept. 44 Leaving at 0030 tonight. Probakly on a C-54. We weighed
in today. My egquipment weighed 102 pounds exactly.** My pockets were
well filled with squipment however.

23 Sept. 44 (100) Left Hamilton Field at 0100 last night. Over Pacifi
Ocean right now. Smooth sailing-altitude approximately 3000'. Little
turbulence down on the water. Expect to reach Hickam Field (Honolulu)
by 1400 or 1500.--(1300) We are in waiting room at Hickam now. Ate at
an army mess here. There were table cloths but the chow was not too gooc
Expect to take off acgain at 1400.

25 Sept. 44 (0715) Canton time. We gained a day yesterday. Landed at
Canton Island at 2130 last night. Expect to reach Guadalcanal soon.
Ocean looks rough. Hit some rough weather during the night. In over-
cast now. 0900-Have just left Guadalcanal. Saw my first coconut tree
there, located near the mess hall. The weather is hot, damp and rainy
even though this is the dry sesason. There are 200 Japanese soldiers

in the hills of Guadalcanal yet. Expect to reach Nadzab, New Guinea by
1360 today.

26 Sept. 44 Landed at.Nadzab yesterday at 1300. 1It's about 20 miles
inland from Lae. We are living in tents right now. We are to train
here for a few weeks before moving up to the combat area. We have been
fixing accomodations around the tent today. The water here is highly
chlorinated. Mixing with Australian cordial (an evil looking, orange
flavored concoction) doesn't help greatly. I met Cobb and Dickenson
from my old CTD unit here.*** Dickenson is a P-38 pilot (photo-recon)
and Cobb is a B-24 bombardier. We get one candle a day per tent for
evening illumination here. At present I am writing with the aid of my
G.I. flashlight. ‘

28 Sept. 44 We have been attending jungle school during the last few
days. The first day's work consisted of lectures on jungle survival.
The sacond day we went out into the jungle. We built a hut from palm
trees and slept in it during the night. Jur instructor was Sergeant
Forrester of the Australian infantry. The first day out we visited a
native village. We saw only three grass huts and two natives, a middle
aged man and a child. The little fellow was very friendly. The sergear
gave him a cigarette and a few rolls of lifesavers. We had an awful
time finding the village. Spent hours walking around along the trails
before we hit the right one. This jungle is very dangerous for the un-
initiated. I left camp after dark one evening to gather some firewood.

* Air Transport Command ** }je were allowed 102 pounds of weight to in-
clude both personal and professional gear. Hence we wore raincoats to '
the weighing in and filled all pockets to maximum. *** College Trainin
Detachment. After basic training Air Cadets were sent to a college fo
three months of study (Math, physics, geography, English, hygiene, his
tory, physical ed and, of course, much drill. I attended U of Minnesot
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Although I was only about fifty yards from the camp, I was unable to ¢
the fire.. I heard the voices of the others but I couldn't tell what
direction they came from. T stumbled around until by accident I chanc
on a trail which led to the fire. -

9 October 44 We are in townsville, Australia at present. Hanson, Lac
Goldie, Manley and I came down. I came as navigator since Kurth had
to attend Loran school. (Hanson and Kurth haqha slight disagreement wi
the major the other day. It seems the major, a crusty old character
if T ever saw one, dcesn't entirely approve of knife throwing. Hanson
and Kurth have been doing nicht duty at HQ lately. I was also throwin
a2 knife but the old buzzard ané his stooge, the adjutant, didn't catch
me). Townsville, Queensland, is on the east coast of Australia. It i
an old fashioned town. It reminds me of 2n old mid-western town of
about twenty years 2go. There are several large opera houses and one
air theater. Lots of milk bars* Australian ice cream is quite good.
The town is full of Aussies, Aussie WACS z2nd U.S. soldiers. I climbed
the 1000 foot hluff behind the town one day. Also made two trips out t
Magnetic Island. We matched pennies for the two fellows to go out the
last time and Hanson andé Lacy won. After I had bought the tickets too
I'1ll never match with these Australian pennies again. The military is
guite lax here in townsville. We can even wear flight jackets to town.
I vent out to a quartermasters and got some khakis. I zot out abkout ¢t
o'clock and the personnel wouldn't sell me anything until one o'clock.
Althcugch I told them all the hard time stories at my dispcsal and wept
ccuious tears over their desks those hard hearted pfc's and corporals
wouldn't do anytuing for me. I ended up by going kack to the transien
cany (a distancé of some six miles) and returning in the afternoon.

10 October 44 Just returned from Townsville. We were down there for
six days. I covered the town fairly well vhile there. Bought some bor
and other stuff. We brought back some fruit, mostly bananas and apple:
We brought some pith helmets, but forgot to bring them. I navigated o:
the way back. Used straight DR with bombsight drift readings. We came
over Fort Moresby about eight miles right of course. We swung up to the
north coast of New Guinea and up to Nadzab. Hanson raised cain with m
ETA slowing up and speeding.** He gave Magnetic Island one awful buzz
job this morning. Bet there were some scared lasses and lads down the:
11 October 44 Heard that we may raid Rabaul on the 13th. Hcpe we get «
new plane for the job. I received my first mail from home today dated
Sept. 16. We had a lecture on medics and weather this afternoon. The
major is still giving everyone in general a rough time. His stooge, the
adjutant, had some of the enlisted men standing in the hot sun this
morning for not making formatiocn in time*** I think he was intending tc
stand me out there also until he spotted the bar on my flight cap.

12 October 44 Got two coconuts and ten cans of fruit today. Haven't
done anything elsz=. No mail. The mess here really lives up to its nar
We eat from mess kits. The shower consists of a small trickle of wate:
which flows from pipes overhead. There are movies at night but the
audience has to stand, or at best, sit on a truck bumper, so I haven't
been going often. The movies aren't on every night. |
13 October 44 OQur first mission is over. We bombeé Zoy%in Plantation
above Wewak today. Tvc of my bombs fell in the water, the others hit
the target area or somewhere in the vicinity. One-of my bombs hit squs
ly on 2 native shack. We carried 8-1000%# bombs. Altitude 8400'. Look:

* Sold milk and vanilla cake. **ETA is estimated time of arrival.
*** Formation is a military meeting or assembly.
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as if we may move to a combat area soon. //Just learned that we leave
for Noemfoer Island at 0630 in the morning. 4:15 flying time on the
mission.

14 October 44 We flew to Noemfoer today. Saw a tremendous concentra-
tion of boats at two points on the Guinea coast. One was at Hollandia.
Good weather during the entire trip. Spent first night on Noemfoer at
a transient camp. Hanson had checked two clocks and two binoculars at
the camp. The next morning one clock was missing. The Wheel was irri-
tated no end.

15 October 44 We moved to the 371st squadron of the 307th group, 13th
Air Force today. We put up our tent and moved our stuff in. Our tent
is up on a hill top in a fairly good location. The jungle is only a
few feet away.

16 October 44 We had a lecture by our flight surgeon Captain Groat thi
afternoon. Filled out officer's questionaires this morning. My last
extra set of personnel and active duty orders went also. There are two
or three hundred Japanese on the island. We expect to move to Morotai
in another week or so. May make a raid on Borneo soon.

17 October 44 Had four intelligence lectures this morning. Some good
but mostly otherwise. It is really raining this afterncon. The boys
down below had water nearly to the top of their sacks*this morning. We
had more lectures this afternoon beginning at 1300.

22 October Sunday Went to chapel this morning. Chaplain Dennis is ver
good. Had an accident the other night. Thought it was an air raid.
Heard 50 calibers **and bombs exploding. A plane crashed on the shore
on take off. It really 1it up the sky. We've finally invaded the Phil
ppines. One mission left today to raid Cebu Island. I guess we won't
get to Morotai for three or four weaks yet.

24 October Nothing much happening as yet. We spend our time reading,
playing checkers and writing. We should go out on a strike soon.

25 October Seven crews, briefed for a shipping strike last night, did
not go. Leaving tonight instead I guess. The situation looks bad. 7
battleships and a flock of smaller vessals. 3Bombing altitude is about
10,000 feet. Ack-ack will probably be bad. Our fleet hit the Japanese
force last night. This action must have scatteresd the enemy force a b:
We are not going on the mission as far as I know. No mail-if any comes
it will have to come by way of Morotai.

26 Octcber Just had an air raid alert. No plane materialized however
Have had no word on yesterday's strike. Japanese task force shelled o
beachhead at Leyte. Proba»ly will ke big doings up there before long.
27 October 44 Raid yesterday was successful from appearances. Two
planes from our group were shot down over the targets. Hick's crew was
one. His ship exploded in mid-air as far as I could learn. One battl
ship was sunk and four others sunk or damaged. Everyone is the squadr
is on alert now. Not very happy about it either. As Lace says. we ar
abcut to play a lead in the play "The Czse of the Missing Squadron or
Who Flew Over the Battleships.” Lace says that only battleships shoul
fight battleships and not poor old Liberators. Needless to say we
heartily agree.

28 October Leaving on shipping strike at 1030. Target-battleships ar
cruisers in Corson Bay (Philippines). Weather is bad here this mornir
We will hit the target about noon tomorrow. It looks like a difficult
assignment. Carry 4-1000# bombs and either a 100# or a 500%.//We were
forced to turn back at Morotai because of inclement weather. Morotai
was socked in. We salvoed the bombs at an altitude of 150 ft. This

* Sack referred to one's bed, usually an army cot with Australian bla
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could have been disastrous if the bombs had besn armed. I guess Red
Held was too woried to think about this. He salvoed them before I even
got through the bomb bay.* We were supposed to fly over the target in
C-1 position which would have been almost suicidal. No fighter cover.
Heard that the 424th lost three planes over the target two days ago.

We may not go out again tomorrow. The island of Morotai is guite pict-
uresgue with its hills and fog.

29 Oct. Guess we won't go out today. Just came bzck from chapel ser-
vices. No mail vet. Have heen getting Zagnut bars at the PX last two
days. // 1500 Looks as if we are going on a strike up to Negros Island
in the Philippines. An airdrome I guess. Name is Bacolod. 2 medium AA
batteries. We are the last sguadron to go in. Takeoff is at 0130 to-
night-attack time at 0900 in the morning. The weather is rather bad to
night. I think we will have fighter cover.

31 October Just returned from Sansapor where we stayed last night. We
were approximately 40 minutes from the target yesterday when we lost th
ra2st of the formation in a cloud. Instead of tackling the target alone
we decided to salvo the bombs and head home. We had an awful time find
ing Morotai, but we finally got in, fueled up and took off for Noemfoer
The weather was very bad. We ran into one thunderstorm after another,
flying at an altitude of less than five hundred feet. We were unable
to find Ncemfcer so we were planning to look arcund until dark then bai
out over the Guinea coast. Just before dusk we saw a Mitchell (B-25)
off in the distance and immediately gave chase. Hanson managed to catc
it by shoving everything up to the firewall.** It finally landed at Sar
sapor with us following closely. Sansapor has a good base complete wit
showers. On our way to Bacolod we came over Mindanao twice. We passec
directly over one of the three airfields at Davao. There were 15 beater
ur planes on the ground at the main one. The CPhilipnines are beautifu:
islands with red and white homes. Also masses of green verdure well
threaded with cascading streams. We got into Noemfoer this morning to
learn that thers was no ack-ack or interception over Bacoclod. The tar
get was well covered by hits according to the photos.

1 Nov. We are having no payday this month because the outfit is movin
to Morotai. We're resting up from our mission now.*** Heard that we
Will probably fly every seven or eight days from now on.

2 Nov. We are alerted for a strike, possibly on Japanese task force in
the Sulu Sea. Ones sguadron sent out seven crews this morning. Guess
we will make gquite a few shipping strikes from now on. We will be give
areas in which we can bomb anything afloat. We are also given restric
areas and sub lanes. I heard that the Fifth Air Force lost several
planes on the raid yesterday. I think it was over Negros but I'm not
sure.

3 Nov. Did not go on mission yesterday. We are being briefed at 210C
for a strike on an airport above Bacolod on Negros Island. Reports he
it that the Japanese have 65 fighters there. We are told to expect

* I had gone into the bomb bays to see if the bombs were secure after
all the severe turbulence. Up front, Hanson told Lace that we might hz
to salvo the bombs. Red, standing behind them heard the word "salvo"
and immediately reached down and pulled the salvo handle, releasing al
the bombs. Very scary experience! ‘
** Speed reached 240 MPH with plane vibrating strongly.

***We lost credit for this mission and the one on 28 October since we
did not release bombs on assigned targets.
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about thirty. We may have P-38 cover. Medium AA. All this informatic
is from the gunner's briefing as I haven't been toc the general briefinc
yet. s

5 November. Just returned from chapel services. We bombed Alicante
airdrome on Negros Island yesterday. Left the field in a shambles witt
two fires burning. There were several twin-engine planes on the field
probably Bettys or Sallys. We had one interceptor. He started to maks
several passes but was turned away. Two P-38s finally chased him off.
Gunners reported two bursts of flak. All of my ombs landed inside the
target area. We land=d at Morotai on the way back. Major General Stre
came out to the plane and talked to us for awhile. Flying time 15:30
This is strike #l1 for our crew.

6 Nov. Just saw some photos of the bombs dropped on Alicante the other
day. One of my bombs evidently landed in = bunker which contained a
twin engine plane. Another landed within a hundred feet of another
plaine parked in the field. The last bomb landed in an empty bunker. Tt
other two landed on or near the taxi strip. A mission to Caroline A/D
returned tonight. They ran into 15 interceptors. They had one squadrc
of P-47s for cover. One Lib was damaged and probably landed at Layte.
7 Nov. My crew is going on 2 mission to Alicante A/D acain. The rom-
bardier from the next tent (Robison) is going in my place as a spare.
Takeoff is about 0200. I got my first letter directly from home today
dated Oct. 28. It has been very dry here lately. I made a trip to
gquartermaster. today. I needed a barracks bag to carry my impedimentiz
down tc the line. We have been able to get Butterfinger bars and gum
at the PX lately. I spoke to Hal Johnson about Hick's crew which was
shot down over the battleships the other day. Johinsen was able to
drop his bombs bazfore the plane went down. The plane was hit in the
tomb hays. The entire back half of the piane was aflame and fell off
ship. :

e Me¥. All alone here today. The crew should be back by 1800 this
evening. //1300 Just heard a flash report on the mission. One crew
vent down from our squadron and one from the 424th. Report says 25 en-
ery interceptors. Two planes from our squadron were damaged with woun
ded men aboard. //Just learned from Joe Cross that the wounded men
were on our crew. Haven't been able to get many details. Smith, Manley
and Goldie must have been the men wounded. Smith is pretty badly woun
ded from all acounts. The plane had to be landed using the AFCE (auto
pilot) for zlevator control as the control cable was shot away. I thin
the men from tha 424th ship (Hunter's crew) were able to bail out. My
crew is staying at Morotai tonight. I hope they are in better shape
than reports indicate. Heard that four 5th Group ships were shot down
by interceptors over Davao yesterday. The gunners had left their posi
tions to eat lunch when they were jumpad. We have gone over the same
place twice. There are three airfields near the twon. There is suppc
to e AA also. Morotai has had bombing and strafing attacks lately.
The crew from the next tent is still missing but may have landed at Le¢
te. The crews had no cover of friendly fighters today.

9 Nov. My crew hasn't returned yet, will probably be back tomorrow.
Have heard no news at all about them today. I'm scheduled to fly with
Rease's crew tonight. Target is La Carlota in central Negros. Brief:
at 1800. We will have fighter cover as far as we know now. // Crew hi
just returned from Morotai. Smitty was killed by a 20 MM she2ll which
exploded in the tail turret and nearly took his arm off. Two flak fra¢
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ments penetrated his left side, just above the flak suit, into his hear
He lived about five hours and died just before landing at Morotai. CGol-
die was badly wounded in the face2 and about the body. He managed to get
into the tail turret and tracked the interceptors after Smith was hit.
Manley was badly wounded about the body and face but cperated his guns
afterward. Goldie had one bullet through the bridce of his nose just i
front of his eyes. Those boys are really game. Manley and Goldie are in
the hospital at Morotai now. The strike on La Carlota has been cancell
We are alerted for a shipping strike instead. The boys on the crew seem
to be a bit shaken up and little wonder. Lindsey shot down one intercep
tor. Certainly too bad about Smith. He was an extremely likeable fello
10 Nov. Just returned from raid. (1800) We hit secondary airdrome of
Cumaguette instead of La Carlota. We had 20 escort fighters. Ve carrie
2-1000# bombs. No AA or enemy interception. 100% hits. Mine landed at
an intersection of a road with the runway. I tried to hit a plane on
the ground but the bombs f2l1l1 about 200 feet short. I had one hour sle
last night and about one hour today.13:30 hours flying time. Good wea-
ther both ways. We must have smashed every window in the toyn of Duma-
guette as the strip is near the edge of town. We flew in B-1¥position
sc I now have my first lezad mission. I need six mor- before I am elig-
iblz for promotion.
12 Nov. Guess we will be lszaving for Morotai socn. Most of the squad:
nas already left. There are rumors that we may =c on 2 shipping search,
if znything will come of it I don't %now. We are having a tent in-
ction zt noon. The two worst tents in the area hzve tc police the
a. The enlistecd men zre cn area cleanup ¢=stzil now for beinc late
2 sguacdron meeting yesterday. :
Nov. &Eig day yvesterday. I gct 29 letters, mosztly back mail. I'll
eve a lot of answvering to do now. The sguadron sent out & shipping
search tao 2orneo z2né the Celebes yesterday.* Two ship formations. Our
crew was not on this mission. ;
15 Nov. Moving to Morotazi today. Eanson ané Lacy are coming up tomor-
rov. We ara going up with Owings. ’
17 Nov. Moved to Morotai yesterdzy. We are situated in a large orch-
ard of coconut palms. The coconuts are ripe nev 2nd “eep falling. We
had an air raid the first night here. Tha plane dropped a stick of
bombs away out somewhere. Kurth and I pulled on our steel helmets and
jumped into a roadside ditch. Shrapnel from the AA guns kept falling
for 15 minutes after the air raid.. As far as I know the plane escapec
unscathed. OCffhand, I don't think our Ack-Ack lads are famous for ac-
curacy. They certainly filled the sky with flak though. We had no air
raid last night. We have a2 good PX here.** The food in the mess hall
is ckay. We had fresh eggs ané oranges this morning. Cther things suct
as shovers, lister bags and the like are not bad either. We dug a delw
foxhole right outside our tent yestarday. It's about seven feet deep.
Our sack shack (tent) is about a hundred yards from the beach. There
are a lot of naval vessels out in the harhor now. I saw Manley yester-
day. Goldie is zt Biak awaiting an operation for flak removal, both al
recovering satisfactorily. //1700 On loading list for a mission to Tar:
kan oil field on northern Borneo. No information on it yet. We got lw
ter for our tent floor today. We are north of the equator again sc it
ie fall up here z2lthouch just a fzv miles to the south it's spring.
//Briefing is over-takeoff 0800-carry 2-500i General purpose bombs and
3-500#% fire bomks. 3 sguadrons of P-47s as area cover.
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*Shipping search is a2 mission sent out to sink surface vessels.
**PX was a tent with a piank counter. Usuzlly had shaving items only,

but now and then a few watches or pens, sold bty édrawing numbers.
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18 Nov. Just returned from Tarakan where we bomkted the o0il refinery.
We left the place in ruins with the smoke rising to 10,000 feet on our
breakaway. " My bombs landed in the center of the target but did little
good as several sticks of htombs had landed in the =ame place from pre-
ceding sguadrons. AA was fairly thick according to some of the crew
members, tut I didn't see any. Another mission up to Alicante tonight.
We flew over a volcano on the Sanghe Islands today. It was a beautiful
looking peak. The Borneo coast is very swampy.

19 Nov. Just returned from chapel services. We had two air raid alerts
last night. Planes kept buzzing around overhead but I guess they were
mostly our own. P-61 night fighters. Drizzling today. //1800 Mission
to Alicante returned. Our fightzar cover did not get through. The boys
ran into 10 interceptors. One bombardier from the 424th was killed andé
the nose gunner wounded. Another mission tomorrow-don't know where.

20 Nov. Mission to Fabrica last night was cancelled-evidently no fight:
cover. Just learned that the bombardier killed was Finney. A 20MM ex-
ploded just in front of his stomach. That makes two of my Deming class
mates gone, the other being Johansen. We had a bombardier's meesting
today-will have one every week from now on.

22 Nov. On loading list as B-3 position. Don't know where yet. Briefi
at 2100. Lectures on sea and jungle rescue today. 2400 Briefing delaye
because of Japanese air raids lasting 2% hours. Eesard several sticks of
bombs fall, some near enough to hear the whistle of their fall. Guess
a lot of damage was done down on the line. Naval AA from the harbor
ships was heavy. Mission tomorrow is to Bacolod A/D. Takeoff at 0700.
25 Nov. Have not had much time towrite lately. Air raids at night and
missions during the days. We had to turn back after 45 minutes flight
cn our Bacolod mission as we lost #4 engine (the cround boys didn't see
to believe Hanson-most skeptical bunch of characters). Anyhow, we flew
another mission to Alicante A/D. My bombs struck a cluster of buildinc
some distance off the runway. There were SE and TE (single engine ané
twin engine) parked all over the place. I got a little careless and for
got to unhook the salvo cables of the rear bays. That means four of t}
thousand pounders fell unarmed. If Hal Johnson finds this out I'll ne-
ver live it down. I am airly sure all the bombs exploded from impact
shock, but that is hard to prove. I also lost the four arming wires on
the bombs. The armament man said that wasn't too important. We've beer
averzying two air raids per night lately. My routine is well down now.
Into the sack-out of the sack into the foxhole-cut of the foxhole into
the sack etc. The routine gets monotonous. One bomb fell near the thea
the other night. Brady said he was two blocks frem his foxhole when hi
heard it whistling and ran the two blocks before it hit. A mighty spu
is a falling bomb. Twenty-five planes were destroyed or put out of co
mission. Liberators, Mitchells, Vehturas and A-20s. The Japanese com
in at over 20,000 feet through intense flak and searchlights. Much nav
flak from the harber. One fighter, strafing the strip, was shot dovn.
The Japanese bombardiers are good and the pilots are excellent search-
light dedgers. Raids at 1950 and 0415 last night. Heard that the nis-
sion to Fabrika could not get off this morning.

76 Ncv. Three air raids last night. 2000-0200-0400. Heard that P-38
got two planes nigcht before last. AA got another. Last night we coul
see tracers flying arouné as a night fighter fired at another plane.
We haé¢ chapel services in the theater this morning. We may be on loac
ing list for tonight. May hit Helmaharas or Negros once again.

27 Nov. We are to hit Malogo A/D which is south of Alicante. //Name
scratched off list-are on another mission. Only one air raid last nig¢
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28 Nov. Had raid on Negros. Could nct hit primzry of Silay because

it was socked in. Hit tartiary target of Dumagustte. Ecmkzd through
.9 cloud cover. Last of my 500 pounders that I sz¥ they were going
head first into a cloud bhank. I did see scme *onmze hit through 2 rift i
the clouds. I think Rcbvie (lead hombardizr) was z "leetle mite"” +o th
left. P-38 cover. 10:50 flight time. 98:40 tctzl to now.

30 Nev. Raid on Palawan yzstarday was very ouccessful. 90% coverzge
on both strips. ©No intercertors or ack-ack. We are alerted for a s
ping strike on northern and ncrthwestern Borneo tomorreow. We o us
a "Tokyo" %and held bomksight. I'm anirinrus to £iné out how i
I do not think it will b2 as a2ffective as the D-8 but can't s
yet.

1l Dec. Just returned from cur shipping strike. I gct one hit on a Sug:s
Dog.* One hit and one miss. Also bombed 2 harge and another Dog but
could not okserve rasults. 2Eombs hit very near thcough (five secound de-
lay fuse). The first ship was aflzme from stem to stern due to the ver
accurate strafing by the *®oyz. The last one was also =ilone. The hand
held sigcht is guite accurzate as far as dropping angles are concerned.
It wasn't quite right for the first bcmbh so I refined the angls 2 hit.
There is a lot of shipping around the northwest coast of Bornzc. The
lads spottad a plane takxing off a field near Kudat. I saw z nman and
woman walking along a pPzach in NW Bornzo; they lcoked at us vith a w
@ye and walked a bit mcre briskly. We were at an altitude of =
fest. The country is extremely green in Bornec. We ware on our way
2t an altitude of 8000 f=zet when Harry Glen spotted a c¢resn =po
vaiter. I called the Wheel and after a kit of persuading he dro
on the deck. The green spot was sea marker from a life raft.
gined four men, 2ll in fairly ¢ood condition. Th=2y nad¢ lons
3¢ evidently spent some time on their floating rarf:t. We drogca
cy tox, a life raft and a gibson girl* to them. I stced wit

in the camera hatch and heaved them out when the Whrol gave me *i
. Our signals got crossed on the first tcssz z=nd ths Yoy lz
istxnce from the raft. The second one was okay. I suppose 3 Cat:
il 40 onut and pick them up soon. They are cnly about tan niles
50 they ar=zn't too badly off. On our way over the Felmaharas
we flaw over an active volcano. Trees are dead for miles arcund so I
guess it has erupted relatively recently. We dropped some picpagande
leaflets out in some jungle town today. I don't know what the head-
hunters are going to do with them however. Flying time 13:00
2 Dec. We are briesfed on mission to SW Celekes (Malimpoeng or Pare<Pa:
A/D). Morotai is expected to be attacked by lané or sea forces during
the next two nights. S-2 (Intelligence Section) got this information
from a Japanese prisoner taken near the line. Every aircraft flyable
will be off Morotai by 1400 tomorrow afternoon. We are going on down t«
Ncemfoer after bombing Pare-Pare. On the 5th we will fly to Malogo cn
legros and then return to Morotai. We are carrying 15-100# GP bombs. I
heard that our planes that went to Negros yestarday had light intercep:
ion. //2100 Just returned from squadren meeting. Commando raids are
npected here very soon. We will have to use a password to enter or
leave the area after dark from now on. Lacy says that he will be con-
siderably disconcerted if he finds a Jap in his sack when he returns
from Nosmfoer.

t
a

(LR TR VI SR e

<

Y
]

¥
-

m o0

PO N

U oo
=
Fh 33 w2 p4 W
[=]
o ng
A

a]
Hy )= ]

m m

=2
b |
i
W i

* Sugar Dog-designator for smzl1ll surfcce vessel
¥*% =ortable radio, hand cranked for transmission and receiving power.
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5 Dec. Just returned from Noemfoer. We left on mission to Celebes.

No incidents on way down. We spotted enough of Malimpoeng airdrome
through the clouds to lay all our bombs across the runways. My bombs
walked completely across the strip (unfortunately there were two strips
and I bombed the wrong one). We macde a good breakaway just across the
front of a huge cumulo-nimbus cloud. We ran into very turbulent weathe:
on the way to Noemfoer. Our liberator was tossed about like a leaf.

We finally spotted Noemfoer and landed. Noemfoer is a very lonely islanc
now. We lived at the transient camp-chow was punk. We started to load
our own bombs but finally gave it up. The armament crew finally loaded
them but I decided to fuse them myself. Hanson and the lads helped out
Poor Ed had to wade out and get some arming wires he had thrown into a
ditch. We had an extremely heavy rainfall that night. As we prepared
for takeoff the next morning, I was snoozing inside the Liberator when
I heard someone yell. I ran out of the plane and saw an orange glow at
the end of the strip. The first plane to take off had gone into the sea
and exploded. I watched the next plane take off. There was a lot of
water on the runway and the heavily loaded plane seemed to experience
difficulty gathering speed. It got off okay though. Another followed
soon after. Then the bright orange flash and ensuing glow appeared. An
other plane had gone into the water. The two fires in the water soon
subsided to a thread of smoke. The operations tower decided to cancel
other takeoffs until the runway dried up a bit. I think about six men
got out alive in the crashes. That means that fourteen or so were burn
to death. After the crashes, Lace said "I'm not about to take off this
morning!" I have no doubt but that everyone thoroughly agreed with hirm
I'm gquite certain that I would have gone along if Hanson and Lace woulc
have taken off. Glad we didn't have to though. Our mission to Alicant
was cancelled and we hit Hetatabaka on Helmahara instead. We came dowr
the bomb run at 15,000 feet doing gentle evasive action from side to
side. The plane just ahead of us was getting a lot of accurate flak.
Big black bursts. I dropped the bombs and made a quick right turn befc
turning control of the plane back to Hanson. Just as I turned, there
were three bursts of flak along our original line of flight. Many of
the bursts were close enough to hear. My bombs must have hit a storage
dump or something as a fire was started. Didn't hit the strip anyhow.
Morotai has had only one light raid since wea have been gone. Our flyir
time for both missions was 15:45

8 Dec. Just returned from a strike on La Carlota on Negros Island. We
carried 8-thousand pounders. I was bombing from right wing position.
The lead bombardier was off course to the right so this put me off th:
end of the target. I synchronized on the end of the target anyhow as I
figured a black mark for the mission was better than to expose the lad
to possible interception (by making a second run single ship). My bomb
landed smack in a farmer's cane field. Eight big craters clear across
the field. I thought for avhile that one of the bombs was going to hi
his house but fortunately they all went over. I'll bet there is a mad
farmer in Negros tonight. I must remember to keep away from La Carlot
if I ever visit the Philippines. This is our ninth mission which make
us about one quarter through. Our flying time was 9:45

11 Dec. We have just been briefed on another mission to Bacolod airédr
tomorrow morning. We are carrying 40-hundred bombs doubly suspended.
That means I will have 80 arming pins to remove tomorrow. Why didn't I
become an S-2 soldier or something? Can't kick though, flying is fun,
one never gets bored here. We wake in the morning, knowing that withi
the next 24 hours we will travel over great distances of this jungle

wilderness and may face death in a dozen forms. Air raids have been r
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merous at night, but all the planes haven't been getting over our is-
land. The flak has been effective. We had three alerts last nicht.
The mail situation has been very poor lately. I haven't been paid as
yet; I have two months base pay and thre2e months flight pay coming.
Doesn't matter much-nothing to spend it on.

12 Decemkber We have just returned from our mission to Bacolod airdrom:
My bombs hit the end of the runway. There were so many bombs explodin:
that the strip was almost obliterated. We dropped our bombs in cluste.
of two. A plane ahead of us dropped its bombs, five of which explodead
just under the ship when the fuse of one hit another. No one was Xxill.
but the ship was filled with holes and I think one man was wounded. We
got no ack ack fire but we did get some small arms fire from the grounc
We had an air raid alert-early this morning but no planes materialized
13 Dec. We are off to hit Negros again tomorrow. It's Malogo airdrome
this time. We are to carry 12-500# bombs, one possibly with a 24 hour
delay fuse. I don't care much for delay fuses as they are extremely
touchy. Nine men from the crew that was shot down over Alicante retur:
to the outfit by Catalina’today. Most of them were from the 424th. No
air raid last night. I heard that the crews back at Nadzab have been
Jetting shot down over Wewak. Most of these were light A-20 planes,
Two A-20s crashed in mid-air and exploded here about a week ago. We
have bean getting some Mustangs (P-51) in lately which means that we W
longer range fighter cover. We have had no fighter cover on the last
four missions. I have six lead missions now-one more to go before I ai
2ligible for. promotion.

14 Dec. We made our raid on Malogc airdrome today. Three of us had t¢
make two runs over the target. Cross led us. We all dropped cur bombs
over (kreycnd) the target. I think the fault lies in the fact that we
have heen using indicated altitude for our computations instzad of pres
ure altitude. I don't think our bombs did any damage today. I Zet very
disgusted with this type of thing as it is a tremerdonrs waste of monay
and time. On our return we spotted a small task force (U.S.) of 28
vessels just southwest of Bacolod. Six of the vessels were large ones.
The force was heading north so I suppose there will be a landing before
long. I was taking a shower this evening, naked as a jaybird, when a
small boat came by a few fest off shore. I didn't pay any attention tc
it until it was very near, then to my embarrasment I saw there were twc
women in it. Was I ever humiliated! I coulé@ have walked right under :

door wearing a top hat. The girls must have been nurses or part of a
USO troup.

15 Dec. We are up for another mission. I think we are going to Puertc
Princessa on Palawan Island. It is located on the eastern edge of the
China Sea. Yesterday's mission went out there also. //1900 Just re-
turned from briefing. We are carrying 12-500# bombs with 3-24 hour de-
lay bombs in the squadron (delay fuses makes it very hazardous for the
Japanese to effect runway repair after a bombing). S-2 says the Japan-
ese are bringing in reinforcements to the Philippines by way of Palawar
If the airfield is knocked out, the Japanese will have to bring in sol-
diers by boat which is slow. We take off at 0715. We had one air raic
early this morning. The plane dropped a flare. I heard that the Japar
ese plane bombed some of their own men down the island a ways. .
16 Dec. We have just returned from Palawan. Due to an undercast of
“clouds I was unabkle to observe just where my bombs struck. There were

*Coolys Fefosr Yo vhe PBY, a Yunm M7ﬂ; e seiplome psed QGJ- oI+
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several Japanese twin engine planes on the ground. I saw the China Sea
for the first time today. Looks just like any other sea. We dropped one
of the delay bombs without mishan. 10:00 flightTime on mission.

17 Dec. I have just been to chapel services and communion. We had one
air raid at 0330 last night. I think possibly the Japanese were trying
to bomb a huge navy transport out in the harbor. Just heardé that our
bombs did a good amount of damage on the airfield at Puerto Princessa.
Also heard that the task force we spotted the other day made a landing
on Mindoro Island in the Philippines. //2100 There is a task force raid
up for tomecrrow morning. The Japanese have 2 battleships and several
cruisers and destroyers headed for the Philippines. Our planes are to
carry 2 or 3-1000%# armor piercing bombs for the first time. Our bombin:
altitude is 9000 feet which is ridiculously low. It should be above
20,000 feet.

17 Dec. Learned latz last night that we are number 8 on the task force
list. We may not have to go however. Briefing was at 0600 this mornin
18 Dec. No raid as yet. We were briefad again this morning. There are
3 battleships, 3 hesavy cruisers and 10 or 11 destroyers all heading for
our new beachhead on Mindoro. We were on immediate alert until noon to
day. Now we ar2 on a ten minute alert. I think our navy is somewhere
arouné the Philippines and may go out to meet the Japanese soon.

1¢ Dec. No mission yet. We are still on alert. No news about the Jap
ese. We've had no air raids during the last two nights. Tonight, for
the first time since the states, we had a large c¢ish of ice cream =ach.
Also an extremely heavy rain shower. //2100 We are scheduled to fly a
mission to Santa Barbara airdrome on Panay Island tomorrow. Takeoff at
0730. We are carrying six 500#% bombs.

20 Dec. We have rnow returned from our raid on Santa Barktara. My »eomks
Struck the center of the strip as I was bombing from C-1 position. We
s2w another task force of 45 vessels heading NW cpposite the south end
of Negros Island. Came right over Ilo Ilo on PFanay Islandéd today. It is
2 very scenic city with its colorful buildings. We also came over Duma
guette airdrome today. There were seven ships on the grouné. The run-
way is in good condition. I also saw wheres our last bombs, dropped on
Dumaguetta, struck-about a quarter of a mile west of the airfield. We
are certainly a sharp bunch of bombardiers sometimes. That time we dic¢
have adverse conditions of .9 coverage of clouds. We had an air raid
this morning but nothing was hit as far as I know. We will have more
raids from now on as the moon is growing full again.

21 Dec. Rumors of a raid on the Helmahara Islands tomorrow. I think
ar2 crew number 8 on the list sc we may not go. We have had a lot of
shipping* in the harbor lately. We had an air raid alert about 2000
last night. Goldie returned here from Biak today. He has only a few
small scars and looks very well. He got off pretty well for being so
badly shot up. I think he may return to the statas. Manley may coma 1
in another week.

22 Dec. We had our raid on the Helmaharas this morning. Target was a
dispersal aresa north of Hetatabaka airdrome. My bombs fell in the tar:
area-we had a very long bomb run. The flak was heavy and accurate. We
were hit just inside number two engine on the leading edge. One of ou
bombardiers crossad his indices about ten miles from the target and dr
ped all his bombs out in the water. Ostfield, bombardier of the plane
ahead of us, was badly wounded by a piece of flak that came up through
the nose compartment. A piece of flak came up through the nose of Spo
missing his head by a few inches. We dronped some propaganda leaflets
Flying time 2:20 //1900 We arz up for a mission to Fabrica airdrome on
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northern Negros Island tomorrow morning. We are carrying 20-250:#% bombs.
We have P-38s for cover. Out of the 2laven ships that raicded the Helma-
haras this morning six were hit by flak. Those gunners are excellent
marksmen.

24 Dec. Well, today is Christmas Eve. The weather is fine here today.
We bombed Fabrica airdrome yesterday. My bombs fell short of the runway
and hit a cluster of Japanese planes parked on the edge of the runway.
Most of them exploded and burned. There were about 15 planes on the
ground. I didn't feel very well on the mission as I had 2 slight cold
and also had taken shots for typhus and typhoid. 1I'll bet there will be
a lot of celebrating around here tonight. I'm almost ready to go down
to the flight line and sleep in a Liberator, but we are almost sure to
have an air raid or two and the line isn't exactly & safe place during
a raid. We had no raid last night. Sanderson's crew returned from Min-
danao today. They were forced to bail out of their plane on the missior
of November 8. //We are off on another mission to Fabrica airdrome aga:
tomorrow. //2200 We have changed missions and are going to Sandakan on
NE Borneo instead of the Philippines. Takeoff is at 0700. The lads are
really whooping it up tonight. Liguor is flowing very freely. It reall
is a trial to try to get any sleep in all this din.

25 Dec. Christmas Day. We have returned from our raid on Sandakan. It
is a very scenic city. My bombs struck the targst as far as I know. We
really had a rough time last night. Four air raids. One enemy plane we
shot down by a Spitfire. It exploded in mid-air. Several bombs struck
our airfisld last night. A good many Likerators, Skytrains (c-47s) and
one Thunderbolt (P-47) were destroyed. We had a very rough trip back
from Sandakan due to the weather.

26 Dec. We are or a ten minute a2lz2rt at present. A Japanese tasX force
is up in the Philippines again. One battleship, one light cruiser and
four destroyers, west of Mindoro on a bearing of 270 degrees. I hope
they stay on that bearing until they run aground on the China coast. We
had six air raid alerts night before last and three or four last night.
. Those Japanese are certainly a pesky bunch of jokers at night. I heard
that we may be able to go back to the states on 40 missions. Ve now ha
sixteen missions so that leaves twesnty four to go.

31 Dec. This is the last day of the year. It is twelve years ago since
my grandfather died. I can remember him as plainly as if it were yest=2
day. Our shipping strike was cancelled so we made a raid on the supply
area south of Hetatabaka on the Helmaharas. fell off the floor of th
next tent (Happydale) just before the mission and sprained my right ank
badly. I had to have it taped before I flew the mission. Coop armed t
bombs for me so I did not have to leave the nose compartment. We carrl
one 2,000 1b. and one 500 lb. bombs. I set the bombsight for the big
bomb and it hit the target. The othar bomk fell slightly over the targe
Our altitude was 16,500 and we %had no flak. Our flying time was 2:50
The shipping alert is on again tonight. The lads are whooping it up a¢
with more liquor flowing. The sonzs that waft through the tropic night
are fit for an extremely limited circulation only.

1 Jan. HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! The weather is very pleasant here this morn-
ing. The shipping alert is still on. There is an air raid to Miti th
morning. We had one air raid alert this morning. I have 17 missions 1
vhich means that I am nearly half through. //I have just returned froi
a G.l. stage show. It was very good if a bit vulgar. We are on the Ll
ing list for a shipping strike again.
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2 Jan. We made another raid on the Helmaharas today. We carried one
2000# bomb. It hit the target or very near to it. With a two thousand
pounder one doesn't have to hit the target on the nose. What an explos
those babies make! Now it looks as if we may go to Sydney in another
week or so. Lace is looking forward with glee to a boistrous time with
wine, women and song. Accent on the women anéd minus the song.

3 Jan. We are raiding Puerto Princessa on Palawan Island again tomorrc
We are loaded with 12 or 15-5300 1b. bombs. We are hitting one of the
runways again, the cement one. We had a display of USO talent on the
local stage tonicht. The show was rather sad. We had a rather inter-
esting example of human psychology and emotions the other night. We
were at the theatzr, watching the show when the air raid alarm sounded
with three shots of the ack ack guns and the accompanying three flares
shot skyward. The operator of the projector called over the loudspeake
“Clear the area!" The fellows are pretty well used to air raids by now
so there was no immediate exodus in the direction of the foxholes tours
was about two blocks distant). Again the call came over the loudspeake
"Clear the theater area immediately!" No one took the order very seri-
ously as there were no Japanese planes overhead as yet. The lad up in
the projection booth was becoming increasingly impatient. At last, un-
able to restrain his impatience any longer, he yelled "Get out of here
you sons of bitches!" For a moment there was no sound, then an ominous
rumble began gmong the men in the area. Apparently they did not comple
ely approve of having their maternal ancestors related to the canine
family. The rumble of disapproval quickly turned into a bedlam of angr
shouts. The men who were leaving the area turned around and hegan to
converge on the projection booth. I stood aside and watchad the procee
ings with much amusement. Lacy had climbed up on one of the fence post
that surrounded the area and was yvelling at the top of his vcice "CGo ur
there and get the dirty bastard! Don't let him get away with it! Go
up there and tar and feather him!" Some of the lads began to climb the
ladder leading up to the booth. The danger of the enemy planes was nol
becoming more real and the crowd, realizing this, melted away. The ops
ator of the projector must have been very thankful for the Japanese
planes. You might say that he was saved in the Nip of time. Oocooh, I
hate myself for telling these corny puns sometimes. The night after t!
above incident, the commanding officer made a formal apology for the
operator's opinion of our family trees.

S Jan. We are raiding Luzon Island for the first time tomorrow. I do
know yet what target we are hitting. One of the airfields around Mani
I imagine. Rumor have it that it is Nichols Field. //0330 Just heard
that our target is Nielson Field which is just outside Manila.

6 Jan. Just returned from our mission to Manila. The flak was inteps
and accurate. The lead ship was hit in two engines. Number one engiln
was damaged and number two was completely shot out. He began to lose
altitude rapidly and just managed to land on the emergency strip on Mi
doro (island south of Luzon). Mindoro is a very busy place. There wa
a large vessel burning in the harbor and a huge cloud of dust was blow
ing across the runway. We saw a huge task force of four or five hundr
ships heading for Luzon. Our bombing pattern of fragmentation bombs W
very good. Manila is a very beautiful and industrialized city. It 1is
in very good condition. Our mission time was 12:45 hours. I received
a letter from Varner, my old college roommate today. He is a sergeant
in New Guinea. .

9 Jan. We made another raid on Neilson Field today. The flak was he:
as usual. I could see the flashing of the ack ack batteries on the

ground beneath us. Flying time 12:30
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10 Jan. The squadron sent planes on a raid to Grace Park today. They
carried 500 1lb. bombs. We had no air raid last night. The other night
we had an air raid during which a bomb struck an ack ack battery down
by the hospvital. The entire bhattery of nine men was obliterated. We
were caught down on the line during an air raid yesterday morning. one
Japanese plane was hit at an altitude of twenty thousand or so. We
could see it falling slowly like a leaf. It was burning like a torch
all the way down. One of our own planes crashed on take off this morn-
ing. 1I've just been over at Reese's tent giving an open ear to the
mouthings of Tokyo Rose. I don't know just who she is trying to kid,
but according to her we have had plane raids of over a thousand planes
here at Morotai (the jewel of the Pacific). I doubt if the Japanese
have had more than ten planes over this place at any one time. She mus
have counted some of our night fighters in her enumeration. //1220 We
are making a raid on a Japanese troop bivouac area just north of Manila
tomorrow morning. Their troops are moving up to repel our navy and
army landings in Lingayen Gulf. We taka off at 0340.
14 Jan. Many events during the past few days. We were waiting for tak
off on the night of the 1llth when the air raid alert sounded. We took
off in all directions of the compass. Some of the boys (Coopesr, Morgan
and Lindsey) and I dived into a very shallow ditch near one of the main
tenance tents. Suddenly we heard the whistle of falling bombs directl
overhead! I don't think I have ever been so close to the ground in my
entire life. The bombs struck a Liberator a very short distance away
which began to burn. We finally managed to get off ths ground only to
run into very turbulent weather. It was bad all the way to Luzon. At
the north end of Mindoro, our flight instruments went haywire. Hanson
decided to return so we turned arounéd. I looked below to find a clear
stretch of water to drop my bombs. I could see only small patches of
water now and then, but I knew nothing of vital importance lay below so
I pulled the salvo lever and the bombs dropped down toward the water.
I did not see them hit, but only a few weconds after releasing them we
entered an area that was free of clouds. Directly below us lay an un-
touched Japanese airfield. If I had dropped those bombs five seconds
later we would have had a direct hit. We landed at the San Jose strip
on Mindoro and were weathered in there until this morning. We were
quartered in a transient camp about five miles east of the town. The
tents have no floors and we used messkits to eat from. I got into a
tent that housed some sailors and marines from a destroyer that had bee
sunk by a Kamikaze out in the harbor. I met a fellow named Haight who
lives in Newberg, Oregon. San Jos2 is noted mainly for sugar manufact-
ure during peace time. There was a large sugar central plant in town.
The town is supposed to have about 20,000 people in normal times which
seems a bit far fetched. The Japanese left only a couple of weeks ago
so many of the Philippinos are still out in the hills. Hanson ané I
went to the sugar central to look around. A sergeant in charge of map-
ping came out to talk to us. He gave us some Japanese invasion money,
but best of all, he loaned us a towel and soap to take a shower with.
After that he gave us a courle of chocolate bars and a package of gum
" each. He expressed some admiration for my "Hot Rock" flight cap so I
gave it to him. San Jose has a narrow gauge railroad going through tow
The Catholic church is in need of some repair but is a beautiful place
inside. The Japanese headgquarters had been in the- town school building
The engineers were still in the process of removing booby traps from tt
place. I picked a couple of Japanese notices off the walls. They were
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writtan in-pencil. I guess the Japanese soldiers have to read bulletir
boards just like we do. San Jose is not too safe as yet, therefore we
could not go into town unless we wore steel helmets and carried our aut
matics. I had forgotten my holster at Morotai so I carried the gun unde
my left arm by a leather shoelace. Lace had managed to uncover a cache
of orange juice in an old boat which was housed in a decrepit shed. I
went with him to get some out one day. We walked »oldly up to the place
and climbed up on the boat. Some infantrymen weare standing around wat-
ching us. One of them saw the cans of orange juice and yelled at Lace
"Hey bud, you'll be brokan for that!" Lace answerec, "Nobody is going -
break this boy," and calmly went on pilfzring the toat. He handed me
about three cans and decided that was enough. We went over to a buildi:
where some paper cups were stored and broke open the cans. Lace decidr
that he would like some ice in his orangeade so he went down the stree:
to the local ice works, now run by the army. He came back with a larg:
chunk. I don't know how he did it as those babies who ran the place
were a tough bunch. Anyhow we had all the orange slush we could drink
We left what was over for the natives.

17 Jan. We were supposed to raid Miri airdrom= on Bornec today, but t
right oleo strut was low on 2air pressure and we were unable to get a
cletrac in time so we didn't go on the mission.

18 Jan. We were scheduled to hit Nielson Field at Manila yesterday bku
the weather was too bad to get through. We hit the sugar central at
Talisay instead. Brady (lead bombardier) tookX a long ruh so our defle
ion error was minimized. Hanson went down into the well to spot the
bombs. My cross hairs were lying across a long, narrow building. The
first comb struck just at the end of this building, the others walked
the length of the building. There was a bright orange flash when the
saconé bomb hit-may well have been a small ammo dump. We have 23 miss
to our credit now so w2 are expecting to go on rest leave before long.
19 Jan. I went up with Major Mitchell today to test out the new M-1l1
bombsight with a self-erecting gyroscope. I found it rather unsatisfa
ory. The major dropped three bombs on Japanese warehousas without hit
ting much of anything. In fact, one of his bombs struck about a thousa
feet out in the water. Altitude was twenty-one thousand feet. I dropr
two, using thes attachment, and got two very near misses, one on the wa
house 2nd the other on a Japanes2 fighter plane parkad on ths2 runway c
Miti airdrome. Both bombs landed within a hundr=< feet of the target.
The last bomb was a 400 foot miss which wasn't tco good but still bett
than the majcr. I believe that the self-erecting gyroscope is okay if
used in conjunction with manual leveling. Keeping the sight head leve
is the bombardier's onz big problem; if this could »e solvad, accurate
bomhiny from any altitude would be relatively simple.

22 Jan. We are due for a rest leave to Sydney about February 1. We n
have to fly one more mission before leaving. I hear that we may move
Samar Island in a few weeks. I got the photo results of my bombing f1
high altitud=z on the 18th. I missed the warehouse by 66 feet, the pl:
by 88 feet and tha last bomb was 480 f2et from the plane. That makes
convartad (to 12,000 ft.) circular error of 126 fest which is over a
nundred feet under the 1limit. ’
23 Jan. We are flying up to the Cavite seaplans base in Manila hartor
tomorrow. Anderson's crew has resturned from rest-leave so I supsose °
will be going down soon.
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25 Jan. We bombed Cavite peninsula yesterday. As we approached the tar
get I could see gun flashes from the flak battery on the peninsula. As

I watched, I could also see hsavy flak bursting among the planes of the
squadron ahead of us. Then I saw their bombs bursting right among the
guns on the ground. It must have knocked out the entire battery because
wve didn't get a single shot when we passed over and dropped our bombs.
When we should have made a breakaway, instead of turning, our lead plane
(Fry and Brady) flew over to the right which brought us in range of the
heavy flak batteries of Nichols and Neilson Fields. We psssed by Nichol
and Neilson without being hit but just after we left Neilson our left
wing ship suffered a direct hit on the ball turret by a 127 MM flak shel
The ball gunner was killed immediately and fell out of the ball. Nearly
the entire bottom of the plane was ripped out with three men in the wais
being seriously wounded. The pilot, Hemila, decided to land at San Jose
on Mindoro so our plane escorted him down. We landed there for a few
minutes and then returned to Morotai. We mad® an extra run ovef Correg-
idor yesterday to allow the A-3 ship to drop its bombs. They fell out
in :the drink. A Aapanese plane took off a runway on Bataan peninsula
but he didn't come up after us.

27 Jan. I made a test flight over Miti airdrome again today with Cooper
and Becker. We made further tests of the self erecting gyro. It didn't
work too well for any of us. I would like to bcocmb again against some of
the better fellows such as Ehright. Cooper and Becker didn't offer much
competition. We bombed a plane that was parkeé in a bunker. I missed it
by 70 feet from an altitude of 21,000 feet or fcur miles. We dropped fiv
100%# bombs each. 5:25 flight time. That's a lot of time since the tar-
get was only about fifty miles from our base.

28 Jan. We are leaving for Sydney at 0430 in the morning. We are going
with Johnston as far as Hollandia. From there on down I suppose we will
go by Air Transport Command (ATC).

29 Jan. We came down to Hollandia with Johnston. We are waiting now fo
transportation to Sydney. Chaplain Dennis, Captain Holder, Hal Johnson
and others are here all waiting to go back to Morotai. The ground men
have been down to Rockhampton. Hollandia is a scenic place. There is a
white waterfall in plain view against the cliffs north of here. There i
a group of WACS working down at operations. Hanson and I went up on top
of the hill to the hsadquarters where we purchased some candy bars and
orange juice at the PX. 1It's quite cool up there. On a hill out in the
jungle is the private dwelling of Dugout Dovg (MacArthur). He must have
used an awful amount of labor to put a road in out there.* Our transien
camp isn't too bad. The PX opens for a time each day. In the evenings
we have movies. The tents are hot but not unbearable. Chow is okay.

2 Feb. We have now moved to the transient camp at Nadzab. We are quarte
ed in one story scresened-in barracks here: the chow is very good. There
are a lot of B-25 ané fighter pilots from the 13th Air Force here with u
I went back to my old CRTC (Combat Replacement Training Center) with Ric
ardson. The outfit is still lousy, but the area is in a little better
shape. The discipline is worse however. I even saw a bomk trainer in a
*

Heard one pilot was plenty disgusted because he was assigned to haul in:
horse manure in a DC-3 to fertilize the flower gardens at Mac's shack.
Also heard that Macarthur never spent any time there.
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shed.

3 Feb. We are in the army camp at Brisbane, Australia tonight. We
came down from Nadzab in a C-47 by way of Townsville. Tonight we wore
Class A khakis for the first tim= since leaving the states. We were
assigned to quarters this evening after we landed. Lace and I are qua:
tered together. The little house has one room with a bed and dreassser.
Lace came out of the house after he entered and said "Hey Johnson, the:
a strange contraption in here. 1It's made of wood and has white pieces
cloth laying on top. I can't figure out what it is. Think I'll go
check out an army cot and put it on top and sack upn!" Beds were reall"
a bit strange to tell the truth. We also had hot showere in the wash
room. Again Lace was perplexed. "Can't figure out why they need two
faucets on this shower. Do you suppose there is some other kind of wa-
ter besides cold?" I slept like a log on the soft bed that night. Thi:
part of Australia reminds me of southern Idaho or eastern Oregon. The
weather is very pleasantly cool.

4 Feb. 0615 We have just taken off on our last lap to Sydney. Under
us I see a broad valley brokan only by a few buttes. A small portion o
tile land is farmed. The rest is apparently pasture and grazing land.
Eucalyptus trees grow sparsely and bushes grow along the winding strea:
Farm houses all seem to be of the bungalow type. Barns are small if a:
Tha croos are about the same stage as they would be in May 2t home.
This is February and correspvonds to August at home. The air is smooth
here and there are a few stratus and strato-cumulus clouds above the
mountains to the west. There is a very light haze on the air.

13 Febk. We have been in Sydney since the 4th of February. It's quite
a woncderful city. I have been tearing around »uying books, clothes and
souvenirs. Hanson and I are staying at Bernley's Officers Club. Kurth
is at another club while Lace has an apartment somewhere. I seldom ses
the other fellows. Hanson shows up once in a2 great while. I bought a
set of pinks and greens together with a set of sun tan worsteds so I'm
well outfitted. I met three British nurses the other evening. Nice
girls. I also went to a show with an Australian girl whom the Red Cro:
provided-also a nice girl. Went out to Luna Fark with the chambermaid
of our floor at the club. I don't think she would bhe such a nice girl
if the opportunity presented itself. We went out to the park (zoo) one
afterncon. It is an enormous place with all kinds of animals. There wi:
a major general out there whom I seemed to run into at every corner. I
gJot awfully tired of saluting the old boy. He was out with somz Miss
Sydney of 1920. I went out to Manley Beach one day-lots of swimmers o
there even if the water was cold. Most of the beathes hare in Australi
are fenced to keep the sharks out. I went down to the Mark Foy buildi
the other day and bought my ration of beer which I gave to the gunners
Cooper, Morgan, Lindsey and Richardson are doing all right for thamsal
with these Sydney wenches. The only fly in the soup down here are the
M.Ps. They are terrific. They work in threes. An officer, usually a
first lieutenant, walks about half a block ahead of the M.Ps. If we
don't salute the %rass hat, the M.P.s take our names ané send them to
the squadron where it goes on our records. We are forced towatch our-
selves very carefully. I have about 45 pounds left which is about $16
in American money. There are a lot of panhandlers down here, almost a
bad as back in St. Paul. .

14 Feb. We are leaving Sydney this morning. I got some revenge on a
couple of M.P.s last night. They walked by me on the street without
saluting. I crossed the street and walked by them again; no salute th
timez either so I stopped them and chewed them up one side and down the
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other. I felt silly as all g2t out but the M.P.s would have done the
same thing to me if they had caught me not saluting a superior. In fact
I would hava had a black mark on my rscord. This is the only time I hawve
racked out an 2nlisted man and I strongly suspect it will be tha last.
Oréinarily I don't carz 2 hoct whethsr ['m salutzd or not.

17 Fedb. Back oa the j2wel of the Pagiliz, dcrctai, again. We stopped
at Townsville and Merauke on the way btack. We have 24 full crews in the
squadron now. We had to kick another crew out of our tent when we got
back. We had a lot of mail waiting. We may fly tomorrow.

20 Feb. We signed our pay vouchers today. Mine was for the months of
December, January and February minus about $550, some of which I collect
in Sydney and the rest as allotments. We are scheduled to fly tomorrow,
but I have a cold so I may get grounded for awhile. Lacy is grounded at
present for a cold. Hector came over from the 372nd for a visit yester-
day.

22 Feb. 1I'm grounded at present. I'll probably be flying in another
day or so. The crew flew to Sandakan yesterday. Scott and Johnson left
for home today. Scott went home on a 127-physical unfitness form. The
weather is rather rainy right now. My promotion should be coming throug
before long. I had enough lead missions to gualify over a month ago.

We have a full strength of 24 flying crews now. I may have to fly 45
missions as I am somewhat short of time overseas.

24 Feb. I'm still grounded but I should be ready to fly in another day
or so. The tropical colds aren't too severe. Wish I had caught this or
in Sydney though, then I could have been down there a few more days.
Being grounded doesn't worry me as it means that I will have fewer days
to spend on the ground after I finish flying. Of course, the missions
may become a bit nore perilous. Goldie got his orders to go home and
also his sergeant stripes last week. So did Bill Manley. I hope they
can go home togetiier as they both live in New York City. I acquired a
camera and a canvas chair from Sporn today. Weather has been very rainy
lately. Doesn't bother me much, thanks to my ten years in Oregon.

26 Feb. I have been on flying status for two days now, but no mission:
have come my way as yet. I guess that we are not going to move to Min-
doro after all. We are to become an aerial task force, to be called on
if needed. I think we will stay here for two or three months. I also
think that I will be able to fly out my remaining missions here. The
weather is fair and warm here today. The weather is idyllic here on cle
days. A bit cn the hot side but not as bad as New Guinea.

28 Feb. Flew mission to Sandakan A/D. 7-1000 and 1-500# bombs. I too
two bomb runds because of the turbulence. My gyroscope tumbled on the
first run. 5 or 6 of my bombs struck the target and the others missed.
I saw several sawmills in Sandakan. The town has a lovely setting amor
red rock cliffs and bluffs. The airdrome runway is badly battered. We
flew at a thousand feet altitude on the way back in search of Line and
his crewv. They failed to return from the mission last night. In this
part of the world that means only one thing. Wherever they are, they ¢
in enemy territory. No one sighted him today. 10:00 flight time.

1 Mar. 45 We got paid today. I collected only $120 for the three mont
because I had $600 taken out and sent home. I also got an $8 refund o1
some money I left in Sydney to have my uniforms sent home. As of toda;
I have 7.446 points for going home.*

Point system for return to U.S. About 12 points were required to have
enough priority to return. 10 combat missions = 1 point. 100 combat
flying hours = 1 point. 3 months overseas time = 1 point. The point
system went out of effect in May 45 and all crews in excess of 25 per

squadron were sent home. The 371st had 14 crews in Oct. 44 and 27 in
June 45.
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3 March We flew a mission to Tarakan today with Robinson leading..
Our target was a group of 15 Japanese army barracks. Robbie made thres
runs and the third time we dropped on a reciprocal compass heading.
The bombs hit the target right on the nose. We searched for Line's cre
again without success. Flying time 10:00

5 Mar. We are making a raid on Zambcanga on Mindanao island in the Phi:
ppines tomorrow. We are carrying 8-1000#% bombs. We are hitting a bar-
racks area. There are four 120 MM 2AA guns in the target area. Mitchel:
and P-38s are going in ahead. The mission should last only six or sewve
hours. We had a USO show last night complete with four dames. Tipton
Martin, Cunningham and I walked out after the second gal came out. I
heard the show got better later on so maybe we were premature. We
haven't had an air raid for over a month now. I've heard that the Jap:
nese are short of gasoline. That may well be true and would explain w!
we have caught so many planes on the ground up in the Philippines.

6 Mar. We raided Zamboanga today. We made two bomb runs and our per-
centage of bomb hits was very low. No flak. We came over a small enem
army base on the island just south of Mindanao. Two good airdromes ne:
Zamboanga. No planes however. Most of the enemy airpower must be in
the homeland and in China. Rainy weather again. Flight time 7:40

7 Mar. We are raiding two anti-aircraft positions near Zamboanga to-
morrow. 120 MM. I don't think the guns are in working order however.
Tomorrow is D-Day for a landing at Zamboanga and possibly at Davao. We
will probably fly more missions tc that locality before long. We are
flying left wing in the lead element tomorrow (A-3).

8 Mar. We bombed the flak guns on Mindanao today. I think the guns
were out of orde:s before we got there. I think my bombs fell slightly
short. There was a naval task force off shore. It was shelling the sa
gun positions we were bombing. I saw their shells bursting directly o
the gun positions. I suppose they landed this afternocon. Flying time
7:05

9 Mar. We aren't flying tomorrow. A plane from the 370th dropped a
bomb on a Lib from the 5th Group today. It exploded in mid-air. Cer-
tainly too bad. Lots of rain today. I have 31 missions in now. I sho
nearly finish this month. I think I may have to fly 42 or so. It's
possible that some men may have bailed out of that 5th Group ship.

10 Mar. The plane, struck by btombs yesterday, exploded and brought
down two other planes. Ship number 942 of our sguadron crashed on tak
off this morning. Everyone on board was killed as far as I know. I
flew the shipping search of December 1 in 942. I believe we are flyin
to Tarakan tomorrow. Anvhow I'm flying in A-1, my first squadron lead
I think some men may have bailed out of that 5th Group ship the other
day. The one hit by flying debris that is. The other ship, also hit
by debris, ditched in thewater. One man, the bombardier, is thought tc
have bailed out of the plane that the bomb struck. I've heard that ou
bases at Sansapor and Middleburg have been recaptured by the Japanese
now.

11 Mar.I flew my first sguadron 1ead*today with Tipton as pilot. We
made two bomb runs as the heading was a little off on the first run.
About 95% of the bombs struck the target. Conditions were almost per-
fect. Excellent visibility and no turbulence. We started two large f:
but the Japanese seemed to have them fairly well under control when we
turned off the bomb run. I don't see how they can put those fires ou
so fast. We carried napalm (jellied gasoline and rubber) incendiary
bombs of 100 1bs. weight. The mission tomorrow is headed for Dajangas
personnel area of SE Mindanao. Just heard that 98% of my bombs struc
the target today.

14 Mar. I led another mission today. Flew with Henderson this time.

Iyrachia /ea/ktfeu Yo /ev/ «hjs 7 72 plowes vr/uﬁa/: ?
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We were scheduled to hit Bacolod, but it was completely closed in as was
Carolina, Fabrica and Davao. We finally bombed Deo town on the Talaud
Islands. We could not come in on the briefed heading due to a towering
thunderhead. There were several B-24s bombing from deck level which
gave me some worry. We bombed the target though. Rhuman found the tar-
get, to tell the truth. I had a church lined up under the bombsight
crosshairs so I moved my aim over to the left a little. I don't Know
what the percentage of hits was. Know tomorrow I guess. Flying time 9:2
Mar. 16 I led another strike on Tarakan today. Hanson and Dooley flew
as pilots today. I had to make a fairly short run due to offshore clouc
I'd say about 75% of the bombs hit the target on an offhand estimate.

We got about 50% on Beo town the other day. Not too bad under the con-
ditions. Anderson went on the going-home list with 31 missions. The
number of missions may be reduced soon as there are a lot of replacement
crews at Biak and Nadzab. All rest leaves have been cancelled for all
but key men in the squadron. Only four key men will be allowed to go or
rest leave each month. Big USO show tonight but I didn't go. Flying
time S9:10 Pay vouchers are ready for signing. The fellows who raided
Sepingen A/D yesterday got six interceptors. P-38s got three of them.
19 Mar. 1945 Raid went tc Cebu today. I rather expect to go there to-
morrow. I'm flying with Tipton. Lead bombardiers have to plot their
own bomb hits now. More work. The folks wrote saying that I now have
1400 dollars in the bank. Makes me feel more financially secure. Raid
on Sepingen today got heavy, accurate flak.

20 Mar. 1945 I led a strike to Cebu City today. At the briefed altitud:
of 9000 feet the target was closed in. Also closed in at 5000 and 4000
I set the sight up the fifth and final time for an altitude of 3300 fee
and made a run. ' I think all the komks from my plane struck the target.
I got several near misses and hits on some small buildings under the
palm trees. We had to go in on the target by single ship. Flying time
9:45 Another new crew entered the squadron the other day. I suppose we
will see them out opening coconuts any day now.*

22 March 1945 We raided Liloan Town just north of Cebu City teoday. Took
four runs and finally came in ‘at an altitude of 4000 feet on a reciproc
heading. Our planes were dropping bombs all over the district. I saw
several Spanish missions and also a statue of Magellan. It was out on
point of the land. There were several Japansse planes on the airdrome.
Al11 appeared to be in unserviceable condition. Someone had evidently
bombed the hospital as one of the buildings was in flames. We dropped
our bombs on the target although we were slightly to the right of cours
Cebu City is 75% destroyed. Flying time 9:00

23 March 1945 55% hits on yesterday's mission. We had an air raid ale
last night. Don't know if a plane came over or not. Lots of AA fire.
Just learned that 3 or 4 planes came over last night. Bombs hit an in-
stallation at the end of the runway. Planes must have come from Bornec
or the Celetes.

24 Narch 1945 Rumors are going around that we may be going down to Sur
baya in Java soon. It would be a 2200 mile round trip. It's a naval
base I believe. Heard that two P-61 planes (night fighters) landed on
Lolobata by mistake yesterday** They were new planes coming up for re-

*Sign of a new crew was seeing men out opening coconuts. Lasted a day ¢
two then never saw them out again.

**Our tower received a call "In bunker awaiting transport to base ops.'
There were no bunkers on Morotai. Fighters were dispatched immediately
to destroy the ships, but got there too late-alresady flown off. Lolo-
bata airdrome was on the Helmahara about twenty-five miles from Morota:
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placement from the south. A P-38 landed there last week. The Japanese
have two operable planes of their own there now.

25 March 1945 We are making an armed photographic and reconnaisance
mission to SE Borneo tomorrow. We have two airfields and the town of
Banjermasin to photocgraph. We're carrying 10-250# bombs. Hemila is
going with us. No low altitude bombing as our bombs have instantaneous
fuzes.

26 March 1945 We took off at 0145 last night, crossed the Celebes and
reqched southern Borneo about daybreak (0630). We picked up a lot of
shipping and dropped two bombs, doubly suspended, on a Sugar Dog (small
merchant vessel. We got a direct hit which destroyed the ship. Farther
up the coast, we picked up a new auxiliary airstrip. We saw another lat
The first one was in perfect condition. We then flew north to reach our
first photographic objective, Tambanio Airfield. It was in perfect sha:r
It had twc cross runways, no planes. We spotted the second field and me
a photographic run on it. When we were directly over the field we saw
an interceptor take off. We swung around for a bomb run but it was toc
short so I held the bombs and came around for another run. By now the
interceptor had climbed to our altitude and was coming in. I synchron-
izeéd on a C-47 type plane. The bombs struck five or ten feet behind i-
and walked out across the parking apron. There were seven more fighte:
craft on the ground along the runway. The Zeke made about six passes a
us. Two from twelve o'clock high, two from six o'clock high, one from
3 o'clock high (pursuit curve) and one from 9 o'clock high. Hemila's
plane got one hole through the bomb bays. The fighter escaped as far

I know. Tlying time 13:00 The fields we photographed were Oelin and
Tambanio, Oelin peing the one we bombed.

27 March 45 Saw the pictures of the bombing today. I got a direct hit
on the freighter. The bomb dropped on the transport plane was a ten-fo
miss. The photos showed 7 fighters on the runways. The dispersal area
of Oelin airdrome is very complicated. I believe I received credit for
sinking a Fox Tare Dog freighter.

28 March 1945 I'm flying A-1 position to Oelin airdrome. The same orn
wve bombed on the 26th. )

30 March 1945 We bombed Oelin airdrome yesterday. I got a group lead
out of it. We made several runs trying to get in, but it was almost
completely closed in. I got a glimpse of the field and had Major Thor
turn on course. The opening closed before we could turn so I dropped
through the clouds purely by estimation. We got twelve hits on the ru
way. Dot't know what the percentage is. Cunningham sank a DD (Japane
destroyer) with 9 direct hits day before yesterday. 500# GP bombs.

The destroyer sank in 35 seconds. They then dropped down and strafed
the survivors. Also sank a Sugar Charlie that was picking up survivor
1 April 1945 We bomked Oelin again yesterday. i flew in A-2 positior
Most or all of my bombs struck the target. For a change it wasn't
clouded in. No interception. On the mission of March 29 we had inte:
ception and aerial bombing from two fighters.* At present there is s
thing in the air about a Borneo invasion that we might have to cover.
There was a raid on Biak about March 22 that killed some USO workers.
Funny to have a raid so far behind the lines. Negros Island was inva
ded last week, Bacolod was taken. Only island in the Philippines lef
to the Japanese is Bohol Island. ’

6 April 1945 I haven't been flying lately. I think I still have one
or two missions left to fly. I'm second high man in the squadron for
points at present (10.018). I have to wait for my promotion to come
through before I can go home. //2100 I'm leading a strike to the is

*The leading Zero flipped two phosphorous bombs at us that exploded
above and in front of us. No damage.
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lands south of the Celebes in the Timor Sea. We are to search for a
cruiser (light) and some gun boats. The secondary target is the air-
field at Bima on Soembawa Island. Take off at 0105

7 April Flew mission to Soembawa today. Could not find the cruiser
(entire bay was cloud covered) so we bombed the secondary target. The
flak was heavy and accurate. We received three bursts off our left wing
when we were aktout four miles from thetarget. (This was likely from the
cruiser using radar laying guns) We did not receive any more until we
were going down the run. I made a very short run. The results were ex-
cellent in our squadron-good bombing by the wing men. The following
squadrons did not do so well. One ship in our squadron got a 90MM shel.
through the wing by number one engine. A 372nd ship got a big hole
over the left waist window. Saw a Japanese plane on a crash strip on
Tali Aboe in the Soela Island group. We came over an excellent airdrom:
in the socuthern Celebes. Rough weather today. Flew with Smith. Flying
time 12:30 75% hits on target.

15 April 1945 I finished my tour of missions on 7 April. Waiting for a
promotion and orders to go home now. I should be on the next list. At
present I'm acting as assistant squadron bombardier and training office:
Gives me something to do. Cooper and Morgan are giving me help in the
training program.

24 April 1945 . No promotion yet. Vicious rumors to the effect that re-
tired combat men have to fly missions until they are ready to go home.
Harbor here is full of shipping now. Had an air raid alert last night.
25 April 1945 Boys are bombing Tambanio, Oelin and Macassar districts
now. They did a very poor job on Tambanio yesterday. 3 hits our of 13
bombs. 2000# bombs. One squadron hit Saigon in Indo-China last week,
the lead ship being shot up and required to crash land on Palawan.

4 May 1945 I received my first lieutenancy today, dated April 10. I'm
high man in the squadron for points now and about 6th in Group (bombar-
diers). Should be on the next 1list for home.

9 May 1945 The list for home came out yesterday. Five bombardiers fror
the group are leaving. I was 7th so I'm still here. There is some talk
of a new system going into effect concerning returning combat men. Crew:
will leave as soon as replacements come in. I'm beginning to think that
my replacement must just have enlisted in the army or at best just en-
tered CTD. We have had three B-29 bombers here for some time. They are
guarded at all times. Photographing Java.

15 May 1945 At last I'm on the 1list to return home. I expect to leave
about June 1. I went to Biak yesterday as observer in order to get my
flying time in. We brought a new Liberator back to Morotai. I made
the trip down with a harness but minus a chute as one of the men had lei
his on the ground. He was so worried that I gave him mine. The squadrc
is making a strike on Tarakan today to help the invading Aussies. Lots
of shipping in the harbor now.

17 May 1945 Orders have not come through as yet. We may go home by boat
or by plane depending upon whether we go to Leyte or Manila for shipmen!
Greenberg's crew bailed out over some islands north of the Celebes last
week. Greenberg, the pilot and two gunners were picked up. Four of the
others were killed from ambush by a Japanese patrol. One man was taken
prisoner.

24 May 1945 Orders haven't arrived.yet. I dcn't expect tc leave here
until June 10 or there aktout. Lacy was in the hospital for three days
this week with a case of malaria.

30 May 1945 I went on a practice bombing mission to Miti airdrome toda:
I dropped two bombs from an altitude of 5000 feet on a Betty (bomber).
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One was a three hundred foot miss while the other was a twenty foot
miss. Flying time 2:50 Orders for home should come within a week. I
feel more relaxed after this mission. Think I'll try to get another ir
before I go home. Boeman's crew crashed on take off this morning. Dres
slar and two gunners were killed. Pasternak (bombardier) badly burned.
Tire blew on take off apparently. (actually gear was retracted early).
31 May 1945 Last day of May. I expect to leave here within a week. I
intend to clear finance tomorrow. I think we will go home by boat via
Leyte. =

10 June 1945 Orders arrived last night. We left Morotai by C-47 at
noon. Landed at Tacloban strip on Leyte and aqg_gpgndiﬁb the night he:
in a transient tent. Native danqg,go%ng"cﬁ“ﬁﬁtside. Lacy as usual is
badgering some fellow about the dccuracy of bombardiers. The other joke
doesn't think too much of them. He sounds as if he must by a Lt. Col. :
least. Good thing it's dark in here.*

11 June 1945 Landed at Nichols Field and were transported to the 1lth
Replacement outfit east of Manila. Muddy place filled with troops (sor
Negro) fresh from the states. We stay in tents and eat in a more or
less abominable mess hall. The waiting lines are really long. Lots of
Japanese aircraft parked here andthere along the roads. ©Lots of 127 M
anti-aircraft guns also. I went over to the finance office at Fort Sto
senberg about two miles east of here. Also went into Manila a few tim
once with McCormack to get some clothing. Saw Backtrack Mac's Shack
(MacArthur again). Ritzy joint.

18 June 1945 Left on Navy transport General Anderson for Leyte and hom
Went from dock to deck in a duck (LST).

22 July 1945 Landed at Newport News, Virginia. Went directly to Camp
Patrick Henry. After leaving Manilla we made stops at Leyte, Eniwetok
and Panama. Long, boring boat ride. Zig-zagged all the way to Panama
(45 degree course change every five minutes for submarine avoidance).
Nearly got taken by a sub as it was-ship ten miles distant was sunk on
day. Ack Ack and abandon ship drill very often. Two light meals per da
I was quartered in the first hold. Eugene Hudson of Hillsboro was on
board. ?

28 July 1945 Home at last. Just came down from Fort Lewis, Washingto
We came from Virginia to Washington by troop sleeper behind a coal-
burning steam engine. Miserable trip, but welcome. My next duty assig
ment after 30 days leave is Santa 2na.

* The conversation went thus:

Other Joker: "I've been flying a long time and I have never yet seen a
bombardier wh ----. o

Lace: Well, if you can wait until daylight,I'll show ycu one!"

Addition: All four crew cfficers, Hanson, Lacy, Kurth and I departed
Morotai together. While at Nichols Field we visited Manila, a very
badly damaged city. The only bridge across the Pasig River was a make-
shift plank affair for foot traffic only. Buildings downtown complete
destroyed by point blank cannon fire. We saw a vaudeville show one ni¢
Bananas cost 50 centavos (25¢ US) each. A small tundle of laundry cost
$2.50 US (five pieces). On June 18 we bcarded the USS General Andersc
and were on board until July 22. Got off for thirty minutes at Panam:
City. Ship changed course 45 degrees every five minutes all the way
across the Pacific as submarine precaution. Two light meals per day.
Enlisted men were assigned to KP duty. Tight separation between ranks
Watched flying fish from deck rail at night-good phosphorescence.

i e in Pa
Movies in lounge in evenings. Lost three patients from gangren
fic. Fresh water showers for 30 minutes each day. Salt water showers
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anytime. After a quick processing at Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia we
boarded a troop train pulled by a coal burning locomotive. Six days
aboard this train crossing the center of the country out to Fort Lewis,
Washington was a bit of a strain on our noses. No showers here, salt
water or otherwise. The cinders from the locomotive kept drifting back
into our car and we quickly learned not to open our eyes in the morn-
ing until we had brushed the cinders from our eyelids. We ate from our
mess kits in what was called a dining car. We ate standing and one of
the wheels of the car had a flat spot that really jarred us. Prior to
the meals a corporal in rumpled fatigues would appear in the doorway of
our sleeper and in a stentorian voice would call out "HAUL ASS" this
being the equivalent of a dinner chime we supposed. Some of the officers
felt he should add a "SIRS" but no one felt like pressing the point. -
After arrival at Fort Lewis we were processed further and given a 45 day
furlough with orders to report to Aanta Ana Army Air Base near Los An-
geles. Some of us from Portland chartered a bus and arrived in Portlanc
about 0400. Capt. Tipton was with us. I showered at the YMCA and caught
the morning bus out to West Union. My parents and sister were waiting
bus. With characteristic Swedish reserve, we all shook hands. It was
good to return to the farm. I returned to Portland later in the day to
meet Rchkerta. End of narrative.

List of items carried on operational strikes:

New taestament

Notebook and pencil

Web belt with first aid kit Second first aid kit carried in pocket
Kunai knife and case strapped to calf (heavy knife for cutting kunai gr:
Canteen,filled

.45 cal. Colt pistol ané holster. 20 rounds ammo, 15 bkall, 5 birdshot

2 Pkgs. cigarettes for survival trading

1 candle and matches

3 Pkgs. gum

Pocket knife, Boy Scout type

Headnet for mosquitos 1 bottle insect repellant

1l folding machete carried in parachute harness container

Emergency kit with following items:

one compass Two blocks jungle chocolate (non-melting) 1 box caramels
4 sticks gum adhesive tape anti-sleep tablets atabrine tablets

match safe aspirins halozone tablets (water purifiers) ointment

(for burns) The container for the above items, about the size of a box
of Crackerjacks could be used as a canteen and was sealed with friction
tape.

I normally flew in two-piece fatigues (much more tear resistant than tk
flight suits). Flaksuit and flak helmet wron in target area. Also wore
a Mae West with pockets for sea marker and shark repellant (HA!). All
of the above items were carried in pockets or strapped to the web belt
with the exception of the kunai knife and the pistol. I carried the
pistcl in an inner pocket of my flight jacket.



