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(Misc. Notes Con't.)

Around the beginning of the new year
(1945), P-51 fighter planes began to arrive
‘to eventually replace the p-47's for escort

jand attack work., 'During this changBOVer three

p-51's took off from a rear base headed for
Morotai te .arrive at dusk only to find consi-

derable “soupy weather around their destination.
' They could contaek the tower at Pitoe strip

.but could not locate the field in the weather.

After quite sometime flying in the general

area, they spotted,in the increasing darkness,
land and lights marking a runway. They called
"Bloomer" tower saying they could see the field

and asked for landing instructions which they
“receivéd. - In the confusion, however, they had

seen Lolabata strip in the nearby Jap held.

‘Halmaheras; the Japs had taken in the whole

-radio conversation, and lighted their runway
in hopes of tricking the new pilots. Two
planes landed as Japs began to pour out to
‘their planes; the third pilot saw and real-
ized what happened in timé to pull up. The

last that was heard from the first two planes
was, "My God, look at all the Japs",coming in

; over thelradlo.

Japs were found to be very cagey and
full of tricks. While in Nadzab, New Guinea,
we saw the remains of a blood splattered B-25
that somehow managed to limp back from a low
level attack in the Wewak sector. After many
daily attacks against the enemy in this area,
the Japs had put charges of dynamite in the
tops of cocanut trees which they detonated as
the planes flew over. This trick was repeated
when we had Zamboanga under heavy bombardment.
It was not until three B-25's had completely

%ﬁs%ntergrated in mld air did they discover
he %s had installed land-mines in the
tree t0ps ich detonated themselves from

Vibration of the low-level attacking Mitchells.



(Misc. Notes Con't.)

In air-to-air éoﬁbat'againstﬁour'B-24

- formationg, we found the Japs_also had their
ricks. Fhe

Yy practiced, mostly unsubcesSfullj,
a great deal of air-to-air bombings of our

formations. In Borneo operations they almost

solely relied on fighter-borne phosphorus
(white) bombs along fwith the usual straffing
attacks, but in the Philippines they tried

everything. 'From High-headon attacks, they

would throw bundles of what seemed like steel

bars or a bunch of heavy wires with a charge
of TNT on each end at us. These "bombs"
would fill the sky in front of the formation
as they attempted to scatter it before us

so that our planes would fly into the stuff.
It was one of these baleing-wire gadgets
that"was believed to have hit Hunter's ship

‘Nove 7, 1944; he was hit by #4 engine and

his wing was cut: through almost immediatglﬁ.'
In the early Philippine campaigns, Jap fighters
were-as eager as had ever been reported. they
would fly right through our formations and
often times on a pursuit-curve, would not
bregk-away until they were 20 yards away.
Suicide ramming was uncommon although this
practice was noted occasionally.

» Freask accidents do occur occasionaly.
On March (9th) raid over the southemn Celebes,
due to someone's mix-up in timing, A 5th

Group ship was hit by bombs over the target

by bombs from a ship in the higher flying
307th Group. The fatally damaged B-24
plunged to earth and all crew members were
presumed lost, An alert 307th photographer
in a series of pictures, photographed the
entire tragic accident; the only one of its
type we have ever sustained. During ememy

- interception, over-eager gunners have often

holed other B-24's in our formation, but
no one was ever reported hurt.
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MIMES ETc:  ofFfERING THE JAPS  THE BEST
FRom  THE [Forlks BACK Home..

BomB toao @ §-r000" 6Py
FLIGHT Timg: 4 bis™

ON THE D OF CEIOBER.  WE ,LET'-:
F AR 'FC?Q MaEMPUsR, 5 BAENG ASSIotNED T
THE 32 AIR FURCE  AuD MATER | THE 307 Bomn -
ARDAMENT GRouP , 424"% BumBARDMENT S%‘ua!mnh
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WIE " FFRRIED A B-24-3 Tn NoFmroaRr wra
LAY O BIMR  wwitH  PASSENGERS. — BEcass
OF  TAE |NEFRIENCY JN  AADoas OPERATIONS  AND
THE  FACT  THEY - DIDNIT  LoamT A4 "EREEN ' CREW

TV AMaceE ‘TI-LE“"HQI'? LNESco,rTED
PELAY £p

, WIE LERE

“f 04}"3 ON OpR TAH‘E’*UFF, (NUHEIIQWS

CREwWS  NoT wsep Ty Pacipe LWEATHER | TERRAIN,

CHARTS | FTC: HAVE BEsn LoST ON THaT TRIP...
THREE  LATER 4297 REPACEAMENT CREwS REPORTED
AN AR ~ COLLIS/gN  AND Loss oF Trwe B~2¢g

(N IEATHER  AS THEY (JERE MAKING THE }bP)

OLR  NEW HOME  SEEMED Likge A
/oo "2' IMPROVEMENT ON ALAusa; AFTER, ﬂﬁu}mo:

LMVED  THREE COEEIS N THAT NEW GUINEa HELL -

AOLE." — EUERYBoBY GIAS VERY Grrwar AND

SEEMED SINCERELY GUD Ty SEE ns CTH-:: PERHAPS
ACTUAILY [N 4ns 1L TERIIR.  SORT o F mwﬂ - BEDs
WERE  S(ARCE AND T wJIAS POT 1IN oimH MATaR
Jotns A- VANDER POE), ;

Coramam ving OFRICER.  FRam

kited pigep , Comn .. MADE ACQULAINTENCE oF

OTHER  Comsmn  MEA , AT 38amEs  PRrézpine OR

BRIDGEFoRT |, AT ALBREY OF MoRtuicH |
K Ep. SHLSTER OF , AND A Fe
OTHRS. — NoT (4D PR onve SMALL  SQUADREA)
FoR A Swdll STATE so Bap awdy! — Teurs
LOERE PITZHED OUER CORAL (énusym) FLooRs , Mo
PLATRORAS AS [JMEER uAS .SaMHv;HMcz VERY RARE,

OFflcers  TenTs Map FIEimic Janrs , MESS caAs
erlErr‘f ml‘& AR TH0T fimmeriiee— . - - . B SheTrar
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NADZAB  MENUS 0F DEHYDRATED BEEF + PoTdlOEs DAY

AFTER DAY.  THE DORINKING WATER (WASN'T AS BECORE
HEAuLy  CHLORINATED BUT PORIFIED BY SomE OTHER

" PRACTICALLY " TAITELESS PRoCESS. THERE (OERE /MPROUSED
INSTEAD oF Jus7T AN OPEN SPRING FED PIPE

SHOIWER S
IT RAINED AT NEAST ONCE jN A

FoR. WASHING ...
HEALY  DownsPavi. DALY, BUT NIGHTS LOERE *caol

EvEn) AFTER  DRuting DAYS MAKING Fer PREJTY

BAaIR. SLEEP/mNG ...
LDSEDN TO DREAD THOSE MNIGHT TAKE

OFFS  WITH  FAR OUERLuapED ARPLANES ( Times

AS  MucH By /fdooﬂaﬁ MorE — My ?qaoai‘dﬂais

LORIGHT  TARE-OFFS AT NIGHT LOITH  HEAuyY

Bomp Aodds AmD Bom-BAY TANKS | PLANES Tear -
OFF  on AN LN -EUEN Too SHIRT RUNWAY OFTEN

SKIMMInG  THE OCFAN WATER  WIHERE THE STRIP

AU To AN ABRUPT END . MANY TImEs PRops

WERE SEFN Yo Tigr THE SukFAcE AS  PALaTS
FOUGHT FoR  ALTITUDE ; MAWY Too adbasY, DIpiwT
MAKE [TAT AL ...
SGUADRON  wAS Himk..a BALIK bAmu
OlL REFINERIES /A Barémsz: WHEN WE ARRIVED , Bor
COE JUST DIDAIT HAPPEN To MAKE A LOADING ANST..
JAPS Ly ERE  PUTIING 4P Ho INTERCEPTHRS AND Hnwy

AND INTENSE BIAR  WHICH woAS TAKING A
UNPRECEDENTED TOLL OR CWR AR CRAFT , ESPEc/ALLy

SINCE  Cruppiss Hap So AARY MHONDREDS' OF ALHES

TO Lmp ro AL BASE.. AYD MSGinnss Amp

CREW wIENT VOLOnS  ON THE mMissiars of 75 O BESR

lmoee Aeprmsm an—

ALL WERE Last... EinRer
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22 OCToBER 1944 —  AMISSION) #2-
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CEBL , PHILIPPINES . .

MY FIRST pussion) wwith THE 130k

MR FORCE  AND  THE I13™ AIR EuRCES £[RST

STRIKE ON)  THE PHRILIPPINE ISLANDS.. FLFW

AS  TEMPORARY REPLACEMENT MAUGATOR FoR J)M

Rone's CrREwW TAKING OFEF AT 0200 ....

Clomurng Buitp=-oPs OUBR THE AR-DRomE AT

CEBL  FIRCED LS To HT THE SEConDARY |, THE

RUNWAY AT oPon D o, MACTAN TSLAND ...
No EScorT, Mo INTERCEPTION S Na BLAk. ..
CELEST/AL AT MNIGHT
WRAN  INTO

DiD
DR AND PlloTacE By Day.

CIEATHER Doweun T S007 MARTHOWEST oF

AND To BASE ON RETURN

BT RinALLyY Foood

auR WAy s oS (Mo Homing - \3EACon  OPERATING )
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