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‘ % HEADAJARTERS 307TH BOWBARDHENT GHOUE \-iy WBD/ gww/fep
28 august 1944
AFO #719
CUNSULIDATED .ISSION REFORT w0. 307-318
DATE CF . ISSION : 28 August 1344,
ISS 0N ¢ T .is Group with turee 6-plane sjuadrons will attack radio

unils, admini.traction and storage buildin,s in thne north-
west part of .oror fown at 1200/#, 28 August 1244,

rLaN OF AT.ACK : Frior to reaching the IP a loss of 500 feet in altitude will
be accomplisned: The Group bombing formution will consist of
sguadrons in traii, with the 372nd Squadron leading and the
371st and 424th Squadrons following in that order. Lead
bombardiers will sight for range and deflection, all other
bonbardiers for range onl,. Iue bombing airspeed will be 160
JdFH (I). The bomb intervals will be: 15 stations 110 feet,

20 stations 80 feet.

ArTaCK aoTITUDES:

372nd Sgquadron - 15,600 feet.
371st sguadron - 15,300 feet.
424th Sgquadron - 15,000 feet.

A BOMB ALJING FOINIS: Deflection - &4 line running northwest
and southeast intersccting me'n highway
junction in upper target a;y a and inter-
secting road junction §QD“§eat southeast of
2 large buildings in-lowor target arca,
Rangé - 4 line running through the liae
of duflection and intersecting shore road
at first bend to left in road.

wITADRawkbL: o left turn will be made off the target at 160-165
arn (I). fne normal Group box will be resumed efter

bombs away.

~ALTEANATE TARGETJ: occondary - Best available targst on KORCR
ISLLNUI

Tertiary - Scaplane base on northeast shore
of nRaKaBioan I-‘:LﬂﬂD.

FLAN OF alinCK FOR .LIEMNw.E [nnGoTS: s approacncd.

BACORT : ruone schneduled,.

Euch of sevcn planes carried 30 x 100; GP bombs.
Each of eleven pluncs carcied 40 x 100; GF bombs,.
411 bombs were instanticcously fuzed.

Total Bomb Load Carried: 650 x 100, Gr bombs,

BOMB LO.D :

ATIRPLANES : 18 uiberators, six from euch of tne 371st, 372nd and 424th Squad:
EJFLOYED rons.
[AKE OFF From wakde, at 0730 - 0747/K, 28 august 1344,

wakde to Jirocmour lslund to ncar vicinity of Ir (07915'q -

ROUTE
1349 33'k) where two 360° turns wore mido ut cdy.e of weather o £
before going into turget. Ihe route altitude wus 8,000 fuoet basc
and route «irspocd was 157 ira (I).
Thie return routc was dicoct to base,

WEafHER t From buse to 04%i., .3 cu.ulus with 5,000' tops, and .7 alto-

stratus bused at 14,000'. From 04%. to 30 miles south of
Koror lsland, scvere frontu: conditions, with heavy pain and
Restricted Classificatiogurbulence. In tne immodiate targ t arca and over tne turget
X Removed Per | .5 - .6 cumulus with tops ut 8,000 - 9,000', and 10/10 alto-
'Executive Order 10501 strzc.s bused 4t 14,000'.  iuturn weashcr was the reciprocal

of tne weuath.r to L.rget, .--—-"DECUSSIHED\ oy
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Squidrons in trail, jov.linsd down witnin s,u.drons, Ons
plune mide 4 single-plane run over Koror Town, and another
made 4 similiar run on szelcliu airdroae.

11 plancs bombed the primury target of Roror Town, oae attackad
Mulakal Island, two attacked releliu nirdrome, one ut?cck-d the
South portion of arakabesun [sland, and threc (including the
plane shot down by as) jettisioned tncir bomb loads.

Primary larget was attacked by formutions at 1150-11?2/K. u?

4 true altitude of 11,600 - 12,700 fc.t, on a magnetic houding
of 274 - 320 dcgrees) und by the single plunc ut 1148/K, <t o
truc altitude of 16,000 fect, on a magnetic heaaing of 269
degrocs, wnlukal Island was attacked at 1151/k, from a true
altitude of 12,700 fist on 2 magnotic headlag of 320 dsgrees,
roleliu airdrome was uttack.d at 1142/» and 1205/k, from true
altitudes of 11,300 und 12,500 feet, on  mugnetic heoading
headings of 120 and 330 degrocse. srukabesan [slund was attacked
at 1151/K, from 2 true -ltitudc of 12,000 fect, on u mugnotic
neading of 320 degrees.,

Over Koror Town - 330 x 100, bomus.
Over .alaxal Is.- 40 x 100# bombs.
Oves releliu afU - 80 x 100 7 bombs,
Over arakabesun Is. - 30 x 100 bombs.

Jottisoncd - 110 x 1004 bombs.

Total Curricd = 600 x 100,f bombsse

SUaURON GROUAND or..D INLERVLL wlAiNG FOINT

372nd 155-206 wrd 4 x 80' R&D: Road interscction in

x 110" cuanter of south und of primary

1
1l salvo  turg.t.
2 x 110" KeDt Large Barracks in S
cornor of primary target.
155 60! R&U: noud interscction i of
radio tower.
1l x 110' ReD: Visuzl reference oa
Ariica e ot
2 sualvoes ~
371st 150-194 MrH, 1 x 110" R&u: Houd junciion w of .dmir-
2
1

424th 185-210 uird

x 80" uls dome, prim&rf\targ:t.
x 80! R&D: Service & O i
buildings, Peleliu 4/D,
1l sulvo  n&D: Visuxl ref-rence on
~alakal Island.

Of tha 330 x 10Uj bombs dropped over the primury targ t,
approximatcly 80% fcll within the ussigned target, in « pattern
tnut covered the urec from cnd to end; a few were observad

to hit ilonp the northocen side of the turget a few hits the
wastern tip of Koror Town, .nd tac remzindoer fell in the water
southwest of the targot., ot araxabesun Lsland, wpproximately
15 bomuvs were observed to hit on the south tip of the Island,
and & like number in the water, u«t Peleliu =/U, one string of
bomos begun ot the Operations buildings und walked uoross the
northeast taxiway to tne Last-.est ruaway 2t 2 point just

Ei.t of the runwiy int.rscction, 2nd tne oth-r string dropped
over this targ t hit in the watir off:shore of the a/D.

¢-3 fires wire ovserved neir the government buildings in the
north e¢nd of the primury target, = fire wus observed on the
west tip of Koror Islund, and &« fire with heavy black smoke
w.s reported on the small bout picr or dock southwest of the
south end of the primary target. Hil rosults were obsorved at
the othor targets atoucked,
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§P_UIHL CONDIT.ON5: Houvy froatsl conditions cxisted to within 1g68 uinn POMLILES
SFFECTING RESULLS

of the prim.ry turg:t, .nd the busc of u coupletc lQ/lO ovircust
w8 lower than the brizfed bombiag <4ltitude. when the plunes
penetrated the front und let down through this overc.st, they
were ulaost over the targzt. . husty ussembly w-s m.de .na the

formiation started in on the bombing run. Just after tne ocginn-

ing of the bombing rum, the leud pl.n: w:s hit by ... «nd cx-
ploded. Wwuz to thscs conditions und the shortness of the bomb-

ing run, some plaa s wero un-ble to bomb the primary torg't, ~nd
dropped on ulternuate turg ts.

Heuvy, lat.nse .nd .ccurabs ... firc was received by our form-
~tion ov.r Koror lown, ind he .7, iatcnse wnd gonec.lly in.cc=
ur.te over solcliu »/U. -t losst 50 phosphorous shells (gon-
¢rally low) wore also ecaco.ntcced, some of which were roported
to have boen fircd from positicas South of Bab.ltnusp u/a.
Otner active positions were .5 follows:

1. 3 guns were reportod on walekal Island in the ceuater of the
woodaed hill,

2+ Un thc nortuwest tip of rclcliu Island,

3. 3 puns on ang.ur Island,

4, In cunt.r of weuthor station ircua, horor lown.

5. 4 guns in ~lcuriag just south of r 1l.liu n/b-

6« In ro.d loop ou c«5t cad of Koror I.lund,

7. String of 5 guas ia wooded urcu between primary target sad
south shorec of Koror lsl.nd, paf*™

8. In the fudio »tation arex, Koror ITown.

Nil.

Cne Lioarator and ¢lsven men (/G 603, Cupt. Dixon, pilot)
were lost wnen the pluaac was pit by -o. during th: boxbiog run.
The planc exploded x«nd the burning #rzcke,e w.s sce2n to hit ia
Koror lown. No piruachutus wer. obscrwvad, Lwo othor Libesrators
received danuge from «uiy

1. Oac twin-engined planc w.s obsceved -t north cnd of north-
south runw.y, rclsliu /v, 6 U/I planes wurc obscrved on
d.escbus «/~, .nd onc po.sibls twin-cngined plaa. &.s reportoed
on the southwest scuplune Buse ramp «t --rakibesan Islind,

2. on AK was ccported lyi.g e.st of .dilukal Islund.

3. iwo U/L snips were oosceved «t anchor on tne cust coust

of r.lcliu [sland.

4, 4-5 barpges wore observed at the southwest Sedplaae S.se,
arakabesan Islund.

$. sa U/I s.ip, approxiastily 160 fest in _engch, 4nd appirontly
firiag at our formution, wus reported in tne iddle of ..ilakal
darbor.

Maintained,

were tacen, and proliminary iaterpretition of which showss

1. 228 bursts ar. visible in Koror Town, ia two general pattoras
onc pattera oxteands froam the dotor Pool in sSouth soror lown
iseross the prinucy t.rget to the tunnis court; and the other
begins at tac Gonurul ..dminietrution buildings and yuas north-
cv.st to the .rou. of buildings lying torth of the Ladcrsaciion
of the two caustway roxds,

2, 14 bomb bursts ond + fire ure visible in the ~otor Tool Gred

b, 18 bursts arz in the acather Station srez, with one nour—
hit on onc of the wecather otution buildings.

ce %0 bursts are disperscd in tho .re. north of the ailitory
Burracks, w~nich 1. .troycd . rez residence-type buildiags.

d. 17 bursts are visibl: in che aro: just soutn of the .dmiral
lone, oac of which d.s.royed w small-cyps building, nd
another dum.ged : small building conncctod to the -~dniral's
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e, 17 bomb bursts sro obscrved in the .rea su¥t of th?
.Naval administration building, of which TwO neir-mnlsSscs
probubly damiou « smsll buildin, just East of the
daval .administration building, und destroyed a smill
recsidence~type building dirzetly 4cross the streete

£ o dir..t hit is visible in the conter of tac 45' x 130¢
Governmont wdminist-ution building (target i#-17),
and four bursts uce visible in the ar.u to the norin,
niae oursts aro in the Swump arza to the south, aad
five bursts urc s.cn ia the Policeman's frainiag Sta-
tion areu to the wcst ucross the strect wita two ncar-
misses on onc large building.

ge 13 bursts ar. obs.rved in the group of public buildiags
to the #ortn-w.st of the Govorameat wdministrution
buildin.s, which dcstroy.d two buildings und probably
donnged several othors,

h, 2 small buildia_s wore d.stroycd meur tne Inters.ction
of the two cuusew.y roxds ia n.ot Koror Town, 34 bursts
ure visible in that arca.

2. 43 splashes ure visible off tne custern shore of Koror Town,
13 arc betwson dalakul and dgorgol Islunds, 4nd 40 ure
south of apugabesin Islind,

3. 3 bursts ar. visiblc on the sastorn tip of Ngargol Island
and 10 bursts ars visiblc in . roup of sm:1l buildings along
the Southorn suore of arakabesin island, Bomb smoke and
dust proevent u mor: iccurate plotting of bomb hits and ass-
escmcnt of bomb dumapt.

Ia accordaice witn lhirteentn wal dircetive duted 27 august
1943, tnis mission is r.t.d is 'xeellent,

at wakde, at 1650 - 1617/K, 28 sugust 1944,

1. »/C ;144, Lt, asndolpn, pilot, broke out of the weather

ovir the curget ahcud of the Group formition, and made a

run on the primary targoct 4s « single planc. J
2 u/% w087, Lt. ocatell, pilot, breke out of the froant ower !

Peleliu «/U, and there being no other plines wvisible in the i

arca, he bombed the runwuy. !
3. The bombs in «/C 7111, Lt, Tipton, pilot, huag up owver i

the prianry targct, und upguin owver dgesebus a/w; he made

4 third run on Feleliu /D wnere tney wgaia aung up, 50 they

4. One planc (of° 763, Lt. Sasser, pilot) bre-king out of a
cloud to tne loft of thu primary target, held its boabs and
droppea on arugabésin deiplanc Base,

5, Iwo plunes, likcwise brouking out of 4 cloud slightly®to

i
|
)
were salvoed but hit just over the turget. B |
]

the left of the primiry turget, held their bombs to make a
second run, but the rem.ining piincs having dropped their
boaps oa the first run and were witndrawing from the targot,
their bomb loxds werc jJjottisoncd in the oceun.

AN Zh 3 Surdew

WORTa B. DURHa,
1st Lt., :ir Corps,
ass't Iatell, Ufficer.

Group Comnzader 1 copy
Squudrons 4 copics
AIII Bomber Commund 16 copioes
Stutisticul Officer 1 copy
Operations Ufficer 1 copy
File 5 copics
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